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TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE 


DUCHESS: OF YORK. 
Fl 


MADAM, 


IN preſuming to inſcribe a production ſo humble 

as the Beggar and her Benefaftors to your RovaL - 

HxGHNEss,: I am anxious to prove myſelf not ac- 
tuated either by vanity or ſelf- intereſt. 


The amiable woman, whoſe virtues I would hole 

up to the little world, may probably never read a 

line of the Beggar, as I have not bound her i in Mo- 

rocco, to ſolicit. either a douceur or a place in che 
Royal Library. 


1 have happened to reſide ſome time in the neigh⸗ 
bourhood of that retreat, where, while the mad 
world of faſhion are rapidly deſtroying their for- 
tunes, honour and character, the Ducheſs of York, 
eſcaping the general contagion, avoided the public 
eye, and lived, while her Royal huſband was em- 
ployed in the defence of his country abroad, as well 
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as Gnce his return; In the active practice of — | 
female endearing private virtue. a 


I have traced the mornirig, noon and evening 7 


her guiltleſs days ; the occupations, amuſements and 


connexions of her delicate mind, which God him- 
ſelf might witneſs, and approve as good. | 


I haye heard her eulogium from the high, and her 
| bleſſings from the low. 


I have ſeen infants eroud into the road, to give 
4 liſping information to each other, when the 
good Ducheſs of York was coming by. 


1 have followed her to the humble roof, IR 


 -fickneſs and penury groaned ; and I have ſeen her 
| modeſt dignity adorn a Court, 


I have met her, where the wt -hoſt of Faro, 
and all the train of unblaſhing faſhion would faint— 
even in the plain vault, where, when life's fitful 
fever is over, the foul, diſtinguiſhed only by its vir- 
tue, ſhall leave her pure clay to moulder into com- 
mon duſt ;—even there has the eye of obſervation 
followed the daughter of a King. | 
ua private ſepulchre, far ſrom the pomp of 
Royalty, built under her own directions in a country 
church, the young and amiable Ducheſs of York 
was heard to give particular orders for the future 
diſpolition of her own cofn, in à voice ſo firm, and 
- In a manner ſo collected, as proyed, that ſhe who 
* Knows how to diſtinguiſh between the uſe and abuſe | 
of the bleſſings ſhe poſſeſſes, always remembers, 
as i lips without gpilt, is to die withour fear. 
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4 Having aQually witneſſed ſuch living excellence, 

it is a principle ſuperior to vanity or intereſt, which 
impels the Author of the Beggar to reſpect in the 
Princeſs, the virtues of the woman and to honour 
high rank, by ſelecting from it an example ſo per- 
fe, for the imitation and reſpect of that younger 
part of the Female World who are ſuppoſed to be 
the ſupport of Novel Writers. 


In the moſt ardent hope that the Dicheſs of York: 
may long enjoy the bleſſings ſhe ſo eminently. do- 
ſerves, 8 N * 


L have the honour to remain, 

| Madam, Sa | 

Vous Royal Highneſs - | 
Moſt. reſpeAful and devoted ſervant, 
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Our wild W morning, in the year of our Lad! 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and. whatever the reader 
| pleaſes, a tall, thin, diſagreeable, ſickly lookiog perſon, 
then reſident at a ſmall village in Surrey, rang for his 
ſervant, to e him on a promenade he was in the 
cuſtom of 1aking under the ſouth wall of an acjavens 
park... 
: Deleeiding the white ſteps from lie Bong his irrita- 
hkle temper was ſet in a flame, by the appearance of a 
Attle female mendicant, who neither ſtanding, lying, 
fitting, or kneeling, contrived ſo to impede his 
that it was impoſſible for him to ke without her 
changing her polture, or being trod on. 
Get out of my way, you little Jezebel,” laid he. 
This creature, (turning to his ſervant, who followed 
him) 4s more plague to me than the curſed ague a 7 
has: tormented me the whole winter.” 
Vor. I. - a | Frew - 
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From a ſmall feeble voice now iſſued,—**. One half. 
penny, your good honour,” to buy a bit of bread. ? 
| © 4 Bread, you jade ! you devour more bread than any 
three plougbmen in the pariſh, if you lay out all you 
from me, in bread. Get out of my way!“ | 
% Oh, pray, your honour,” cried the beggar girl, 
getting off the ſtep, „give me one halfpenny, I am 
very hungry, and my mammy will beat me if you don't.” 
| «Your mammy is a drunken huſſy, and yod will be 
ke her; begone 1 tell you; if I catch you near my 
bouſe again, tell yeur mammy, I'll have her whi | 
with you tied to her back, from pariſh to pariſh, like 
' ..agabonds as you are; d——n my heart if I don't.“ 
hen by any extraordinary chance it ſo happened, 
that Col. Buhanun uttered a-harſh expreſſion, he was in 
the preciſe ſituation of many of thoſe ſmart clever beings 
of the higher order, who conſcious that the aſſeverations, 
promiſes, profeſſions, and threats which intereſt, appe- 
tite, caprice, or reſentment-. tempt» them to uſher into 
an incredulous world, are all in the yahoo ſtyle of ſaying 
the thing that is not, fancy a round oath, fiercely deli- 
vered, will -enforce belief, and infpire confidence; and 
the greater indeed in theſe eaſes the fiction, the more 
tremendous the oath. The leaſt harſhneſs from Col. 
Buhanun was really fiction; and although we ſhall not 
have many occafions to find out-fmilarities between him 
and the beforefaid higher order of clever, ſmart beings, 
yet in inſtances like theſe, when feeling and judgment 
were at variance, the Colonel-was under the neceflity of 
. blunting the one, and.acceding to the other by an hear- 
2 Ool. Buhanun had-a weak habit of mak ing. the diſtreſs 
3 of every*human-being his own; and a certain defect of 
urtterance, Which ever accompanied his ſympathetic feel - 
_ ings, when judgment retreated from impoſition, render- 
- ed auxikaries of ſome: kind abſolutely- neceſſary. If in- 
deed the Colonel could have temporiſed with the unfor- 
tunate tremor on his voice, by alluming a ſtern, deciſive 
countenance, the oath might have been ſome times ſpar- 
ed ; but though his mind was endowed with every attri- 
| bute of true heroiſmg—though he feared nothing in hea- 
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8 
; FI another unfortunate defect, as hoſtile to terrific 
oaks as the tremor on his voice to harſh utterance : 
This was a ſwimming fluid, which oftea” ſprang” invo- 
luntarily to his eyes, and at this moment prevented his 
looking directly at the little object, who, with her mam- 
my, he devoutly damned his heart if be went: wot" have 


whipped from pariſh to pariſh. — 


Whether it were that this threat had been too ben 
repeated — whether the little beggar poſſeſſed an incor- 
rigible degree of boldneſs ;—or whether, under the ex- 
cellent tutorage of her mammy, ſhe had already learned, 
that a threat uttered with ſwimming eyes, in broken 
ſentences; was far leſs dreadful than returning to cold 

and famine, without means to alleviate either, we will” 
not ſay ; but certain it is, that notwithitanding the Co- 
lonel continued not only to threaten, but to ſwear he 
would ſeverely puniſh both mother and child, the little 
&petitr6ner continued to follsw his long ſtrides,” as 
falt as chilblains on every toe, kibed heels, large ſhoes 
tied on With dirty lit, tattered petticoat, and part of 
an old red cloak half a yard longer thau her ſelf would 
permit, ſtill 8 in a ſoft plaintive tone, One 
halfpenny for God's ſake, to buy me a bit of bread ..“. 

« A halfpenny ! well,” ſaid the Colonel, half turn. 
ing, « give her a halfpeny, Joba.” | 

ohn obeyed. without ſpeaking.  . | ki. 4 
he liftle beggar looked at rhe hatfpenny ; s fadit | 
- [oh colonred her pallid cheek ; tears filled her eyes. 

Well,“ ſaid the Coldnel, “ and why dou'e- 7 apo 
carry the money to your mammy ?” | 
1 This is not a bie halfpenny ; ; 1 bid me bei 
f a white halfpenay.“ | 
1 in ha! dv you hear the, lx: le brat u. give « en 7 


no more white money.” 


4 Don't put his n a paſſion,” ſaid: Fob,” 
5 The Colonel and his man Johu walked'on; the beg- ; 
ce Ne Kin followed in Glence, drinking her own ſalt tears? 


ub every Rep; when they were met by a Mer cn; ouſt 
man, ig fleccy hoſiery wigs gloves, and ſtockings ; * 
Nei tent ; his neck wrapped fn thick filk e 


bis roſy countenance fenced from, THE" Re: 
wind 4 an enormous white hat, © a 
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"This * one of thoſe fortunate mortals on 
whom the Almighty, for ends inſcrutable to mortal ken, 
Mowered don innumerable bleſſings: To his immenſe 
riches. were added almoſt every enviable concomitant to 
worldly . happineſs; and be was-equally renowned for 
health, ſtrength, and ſaving knowledge. He could 
look — round; fe. objects met his eye in the vi- 
.canity of the ſmall village of "ng in which he had not 
"Intereſt, or over whom he had not power; and his boaſt 
of the one, and exertion of the other, were uudiſturbed 
by the, impertivence:of a ſingle intruſive recollection, 
that for an accumulation of bleſſings ſo uncommon, a 
. Ittle-was on his part due to the beneficent Being from 
whom be received ſo much. He had obſerved the per- 
deverance of the little beggar, and qoined the Colonel 
- juſtas his patience was Expiring. 
% Good-morrow, Colonel,“ ſaid Sir Solomon Muſh- | 
room; 'T hope 1. have the pleaſure to ſee you well 
this mornin 
| % No, Sir, I never was-worſe. You ſee that creep- 
; ande of Blth ſweeping the path with rags after 


Gir Solomon ſmiled ; -he had Joined his good . 
. ours for the expreſs purpoſe of giving him both infor- 
mation and advice. Give me leave to aſſure you, my 

good Sir,” ſaid he ; “ your indiſcriminate charity ſub- 
. Jes you to impoſition, and is of real injury to the neigh- 


11 

1 Gourhood : All the lazy and idle in the pariſh, who will 

: half ftarve rather than work, find an eaſy road to your 
| pPurſe, and 

| 


_ :! As Colonel IVE wanted penetration to diſcover 
14 bo the road to his purſe, be it ever fo eaſy or much 
frequented, could injure any perſon but himſelf ; his eyes 
were more than uſually. expanded, quite free fv the 
troubleſome rheum that had ſo lately affeQed them, and 
he uttered, Well, Sir 1!” in an accent * from tre- 

„ 

W gold mon ptoceeded. 50 Apd this, my good Sir, 
in a pariſh-already over;burthened with poor, is as I be- 
fore ſaid, a public injury ; I am ſorry—lI am grieved.” 

Sir Solomon did not {wear ; he could ſpeak ſufficient- 
3 ſtentorial; bs could make * heard from « one 2 
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of the village to the other; and though he had no tremor 
on his own nerves, could at any time affright thoſe of 
his humble neighbours who had, without” the aid of 
| oaths, which to be ſure, would have been highly inde- 
corous in him to uſe, inaſmuch as he was a Juſtice of 
the peace, and fo great an advocate for morality; that 
he was in the conſtant” habit of encouraging, as well as 
receiving mformations, againlt ſuch of the imple villagers, - 
aus did ſometimes over their ale, take licence to imitate 
their betters; if however; when the tongue ſpeaks what 
the look denies, an oath was ever neceſſary to enforte 
© | belief; it was in this inſtance, for no man ever carried - 
the evidence of leſs forrow, or leſs grief in his counte- 
nanee, than Sir Solomon Muſhroom, when he repeated, 
I am ſorry and grieved to ſay, charity, noble and un- 


„ © bounded like yours, is in moſt inſtances a ſignal for im- 
poſition, and ecce homo. | 6 N 
An elderly man paſſed, bowing to both gentlemen. 
| „That ſellow,“ continued Sir Solomon, “is one of 
; your penſioners j look at him; does he appear to be an 
| .obje& of charity!“ ) | 955 


| 80 ſmooth-and-forcible was Sir Solomon's ſpeech, that 

1 the Colonel, as his eye followed the firm ſtep of the man, 

, [whoſe appearance was really decent, felt a momentary 

1 -mortification in recollecting, he actually had allowed 

I that 1dentical decent clad perſon, a weekly penſion dur- 

it ring the laſt» ſevere froſt. He turned his head round, 

- and directed a kind of ade glance to his man John. It 
was not a glance of anger or reproach, but 4 ſort of in- 

. terrogativse glance, which ſaid; how 'is this? why have 

h I actedſo- unwiſe? John advaneed; putting the back bf 

** his right haud to bis hat 3 a mode of reſpect he could not 

0 break himſelf of, although continually- reminded by his 

4 maſter of his brown coat. Pleaſe your honour,” faid- 

% John, *he has a large family.” e 


* All able to work, honeft John,” ſaid Sir Solomon, . | 


5 in a poſitive tone of voice. | y 
*q His wife, your honour, lay in, in the middle of the 

ö ot, and he is ſubject to fits. 5 

t- Goa John, (Sir Solomon now both lowered and 

4 lottened his voice) I love thee for thy bumanity; *but'I 


e the fellow; be bas ve fits but deunken-ones.” : 
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John bowed and fell back to his ſtation behind le 
_ matter. - 


\. >; 


trade can't work in froſty weather.” 


„But,“ ſaid the Colonel, willing to palliate the. in- 
jury his charity had done the neighbourhood, ** it has 
na very hard winter, and they tell me people; of bis 


& hard winter! there again,” quoth the wile Bir 


5 Solomon; why. don't ſuch: fellows lay, up in ſummer 


1 — 


have it in our 


* 
% 


againſt the hardneſs of the winter? Ah Colonel f if you 


and I had not been more provident, e ſhould not now 

to be charitable,” 
The little acquaintance» ſubſiſting between Colonel 

Buhanun and Sir Solomon Muſhroom, was the reſult of 


. advances all on one, ſide;; no man living had leſs curio- 


ity reſpecting others,, or leſs.defire to increaſe the very 


_ ſmall number; of bis friends than the Colonel; and no 


man in the world a more inſatiable deſire to know every 
articular concerning all the rich men in his neighbour- 
2 and to add them to the liſt of his numerous 2 


dusinzanoe, than Sir Solomon. A 


But notwithſtanding the reſerved turn of the former, 
add the great priyileges, which, as being lord of the ma- 


- nor of Penry, a Colonel in the militia, one of his ma- 


jelty's juſtices of the peace, member of parliament; and 


- above all, the richeſt man within twenty miles round was 


\ 
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aſſumed by the latter ; notwithſtanding there were very 
Sew inbabitants of the, village of Peary, whom fear or 
- Interelt had not rendered blind and dumb, in reſpe& to 
. the diſpoſgion. of the great man; ſomething. Hke cha- 


racter had reached. John, and through him: his maſter, 
that rendered the ganjunQuve part of Sir Solomon's laſt 


_ - ſpeech rather unpleaſant : The you and I, with che con- 


Y — 


_ \ cluding inference, did not. reſt quite.caſy on the mind of 


the Colonel; it was not, however, wholly inapplicable, 
as both the gentlemen had commenced the career of life, 


totally free from the burthen of any of the good things 


that blunt che edge of induſtry ; and es to family, Sir 
Solomon Muſbroom, might, if he pleaſed, claim great 
precedence in that reſpect ; for Col. Buhanun's deſcent 


- was. only from a Scotch Laird, whas gude blede and 


tract entagrite was aimailt bes aw, and ha having 
leetle. elſe of warldly eſtimation, tuke eſpecial care : 
8 2 . i — preſarve 
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referee $wthe docunieits of hes alliance to every hoble 
famely in North Breeton : whereas the parentage of Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom, was either too high, or too low, to 
be traced at all, with any degree of certainty ; he was 
"therefore at full liberty to aſcribe his origin to the firſt 
Branch of the numerous family of the Muſhrooms in 
England, Ireland, Scotland, or his majeſty's town of 
Berwick on 'Pwecd;—of which liberty he was by no 
meaus ſparing.” ' 
„% And then, continued eleison * a pauſe, 
you ſee a ſecond inſtance of depraved cunning in this 
ng” beggar ; her mother and her felf are caſualties 
2 Lhe re j yet out of reſpe& to a gentlemam in the village, 
who on account of ſome former knowledge of her or 
her connexions, allowed her a ſmall weekly penſion, no 
| corporeal puniſhment has hitherto been inflicted on them; 
| although they have been ſeveral times cloathed; and ſent 
don che pariſh on promiſe of never returning but - * 
. aðm reſolved, coſt what it will“ 
Sir Solomon was proceeding with no ſmall degree of 
fermentation both in his looks and voice, when he was 
ſuddenly interrupted by the. Colonel's ſervant, who ad- 
vanced in a quick march to an exact level with him, then 
having clapped the back of his right hand to the left 
angle of his cocked hat, he»whiſpered in the car r of the 
knight * 
« No ceremony that to great ones long: 
Not the king's crown, nor the deputed ſwerd; 
The marſtal's truncheon; nor the judge's robe, 
_*4-Become them with one half ſo n grace 
* As mercy docs.“ | 
4 Icha then dropped his hand od fall Snakes! ++ 
f TU bhe knight's ſurpriſe had actually carried him off the 
7 foot path, and as great a ranger to the author of the 
| quotation as the divine quality fo beautifully delineated ;_ 
era long and aſtoniſhed gaze he returned to the path, 
and half turning to the ſervant, aſked, 1 he was a mo- 


— 
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it thodiſt. 85 
it A methodift, your, hanour ! het; is that ” 
d One who in, about what he does not underſtand, 


1 as thou doſt.” 
i Then pleaſe your bonour, I am no methodil.; T ay 
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Whether Sir Solomon recollected how much beneath 
his dignity it was to talk to a fellow, who, from his 

on teport, was only a man; whether the matter or 
11 manner of the interruption had any thing in it particu- 
| ' + larly obnoxious; whether—bnt the why or wherefore 


4 does not fignify,—he looked ſo angry, and fpoke fo 
| loud, that the little beggar, who ſtilt dragged her rags 
a tterſthe Colonel, made an involuntary ſtop. | 
The old huſſy has found you out; ſhe fets the 
[ S young one to watch; you are inceſſantly worried by her 
cry for bread; you fee a loathſome object, and give mo- 
| ney to get rid of her. Well, let us ſee what good end 
this charity anſwers: It ſupplies the abominable mother 
with means to get intoxicated, and abuſe the whole vil- 
lage. She adminiſters, at your coſt, a ſmall portion of 
Ipirits to the girl, who, by help of this low poiſon, gets 
the fickly look that is a tax on the feelings of thoſe. ſhe 
is taught to follow, with infant ſupplications,” “ | 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom could talk, — Gods how, he 
could talk the whole Britiſn ſenate had often been, as 
the Colonel now was, run down by his volubility; they 
bad been confounded at his mixture of ſenſe, folly, truth, 
and falſehood, and aſtoniſhed at the undaunted perſeve- 
rance of this diſtinguiſhed orator, who now perceivin 
the advantage he had gained, turned himſelf, round, ſo 
as to front, not only the champion of mercy, but the 
© « objet againſt whom his heart was ſhut, and bawling with 
da authoritative tone of voice, demanded how many 
drams her mother had drank that morning? 
The child loft in an inftant all trait of incorrigibility ; 
her little face betrayed, through the dirt that covered it, 
every ſymptom of fear; ſhe turned with as much halte, 
Hut leſs power, than the ſtern enquire; her. large ſhoes 
got entangled in the long piece of a cloak, and ſhe fell 
don her face with ſuch force againſt a ſtone that the 
. | Mlood guſhed from her noſe, mouth, and ears on the 
— . ᷣͤ „ pd r 
| „ Colonel, on ſeeing the blood, exclaimed, look - 
ang _interrogatively at his man, What has ſhe done 
nt POR OT NINE | | | | 
John looked piteouſly, but ſpoke not. | 
ee I 0 2.0 Thea > 4 1 Shall 
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60 Shall we 4 Colovel P ſaid Sir n be 
vel is more dry on the other ſide.“ 
inſtead of croſſing, the Colonel faced want Jobn 
mechanically did the ſame. 
The mendicant had in the mean time riſen, ond glanc- 
ing her flowing eye at the object of her terror, attempt- 
ed to' fly,—it'was but an attempt, — having got on a few 
tottering ſteps, ſhe funk in the midſt of her rags, wirk- 
out motion, and John no longer waited for orders. 
Very fine, 'Miſs,” ſaid Sir Solomon; “ very fine! 
ay, ay, you Jade, you are Go taught ; you have = 
your tricks.” 

« 'Pricks,”” Sir,“ ſaid * raiſing her up with one: 
hand, and drawing the back of the other acroſs his eyes - 
« ' here are no tricks, the poor child is dead. 

« $0 much the better, ſaid Sir Solomon. 

God forbid !” ſolemnly ejaculated the Colonel. 

| Juſt then a chariot, in which a luſty elderly woman, 

in whoſe large forbidding eyes, and ſtrong features no 
trait of feminine weakneſs was ever ſeen, ſat by the ſide 
of a middle aged man, whoſe pallid countenance, on the 
_ contrary, betrayed nothing elſe. As if afraid the wind 
would totally demoliſh bis weak frame, he ſcarce dropped | 
the glaſs long enough to anſwer Sir Solomon's “ How 
d'ye, Doctor Croak !“ with three hems to clear bie 
_ utterance, and © I hope you are well, Sir Solomon ?” * 
_ it was drawn cloſe. again, and the chariot going 


"The Colonel, - had by this time joined dls cata and the 
little beggar ; and perceiving, notwithſtanding the lat-. 
ter's decided declaration, that, „the poor child was 

dead,“ ſigns of exiſtence, though nearly ſuffocated by 
the blood that had filled ber mouth and throat, on bear-: , 
ing the appellation of Doctor, bid the c ; 
en _ * | 
Doctor Croak pulled the ck, and _ bis ga - 
his eye ; he ſaw the child; nor was it truth to fay, the 
fieſt time by many he had ſeen her; he ſaw too, by her 
appearance, ſome accident had happened; he fu poſed : 
curioſity bad attracted the Colonel, whoſe perſon + kn 9 
knew ; * from iin W * tines mae ed pop "23 
. 5 33 
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into ap obligation to aſſiſt the unfortunate, wy the: 


Doctor and his companion were wholly free. 
What are. you ſpying at, Doctor?“ ſaid the Colo. 
nel; „ alight and give your aſſiſtanee to this poor child,” 
Doctor's companion. pulled, his ſlee ve, and Ge 
her head a toſs; he. was in the habit of comprehending 
all the dumb motioos of this lady; he hemmed; twice 


- louder than common, and anſwered, that he never at- 
_ _ tended paupers. 


John, well acquainted with « every-ohord that ribrated 
8 58 Colonel's beart, read diſappointment in his 
„ Pleaſe your honour,” ſaid he, „ a Doctor, that 
ia, if he be a right Doctor, is obliged to aſſiſt all,” 

„% Who can pay for aſſiſtance, friend John,“ inter- 
rupted Sir Solomon; the Doctor's chariet wheels do 


not roll by attending ſuch patients as theſe 3“ and Sir 


Solomon winked at his friend the Doctor. 


leaſe your honour,” replied John, alittle difcon- 


certed, * God will pay him, if this poor child cannot.” 
% No doubt,” e the Knigbt, with a. ſecond 


Wink; but chat. bs rather giving too long credit, bays. 


Doctor?“ 
* RPE" the Colonel, lern, * he that 


have prompt. payment. Jobn,, go and 


The ſervant knew the ꝓurport, and As did not 
wait. the finiſh of his maſter's ſentences. He was opening 


the door of the carriage, but the DoQor begged to ba 


excuſsii be h:mmed, complained af gouty ſymptoms, 
and cou 4 not bear the air, 


. Well,” ſaid John, “ if the mountain will not go-- 
to Mahomet, Mahomet muſt be broughs.to dle moun- 


tain ; 1 will bring the child to the catriage.“ 
The Doctor's companion ſhrieked, and by n.to — 
ther in her flounces. Bring her here,! dg.if yon dare, 
fellow; what do you mean with your 1 3 and 


5 mountain.;—bow Gare you, . Sir, take ſuch liberties with. 


me!: | 
The DoQar, as we have ſaid, comprehended the lag. 


5 dumb motions, and he was quite as familiar with 
the mild movements of the mind that gave ſhfillneſs 


1 92 he, thereforgs to end her gry for 
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che preſent, got out, and hobbled to the place, where 
the Colonel had, by the aid of his cambric handkerchief, - 
and a amen Reg fiream, cleared the dirt and blood from 
the beg ace 
on This poor child has had a bad accident, Doctor.“ 
The chief ornament of Dr. Croak's eloquence; like 
that of his great predeceſſor, the renowned Dr. Panto- 
fles, was' hem. 
0 He—hem,—yes, Sir.“ | 
* Poor little animal, I thought it had ticks quite 
gone.“ | 
« He—hem,—yes, Sir.” v9 
* You ſee what a quantity of blood ſhe has loft.” G 
« He — hem, —yes, Sir.“ * 
% J don't think ſhe has any bones broke,” 
% He—hem,—no, Sir.“ 
„% I with you would examine her head ;. I am pte 
of a fracture. Give me a knife, 2 out this . "IND 


Sd 


do examine it, Doctor.“ 

„% He—hem,—yes, Sir.“ = 

The © he hem, yes, gin not being followed by any 
movement of his body, preparatory to ſuch examination. 
the Colonel. became rather impatient, aud repeating his 
requeſt in a voice that grated og the ears of the Doctor, 
his yellow phiz turned to a ſortigkeream Lean ad wr 
and he trembled cvery limb. -% 
The gout,” ſaid the on why, DoAr,! | 
you have got an ague.“ "Re 
* He—hem—ye—yes, Sir,“ replied the Doctor; . 
and drawing on his beaver gloves, he proceeded to 6 
move the matted locks of the little beggar, and after: | 
few moments pronounced his belief that there was: 905 15 
fracture. * 

% Belleve!“ repeated the Colonel; « if you only 
believe, take a little more time—remove her rags, aud 
examine her again.“ 

That the Doctor would moſt readily do, but 1 5 
ſhe was in ſuch a filthy condition, ſhe turned him fick. + 

This declaration, after a tremuleus hem, he * 
through two black rows of half teeth, from lungs whoſe 
noxious ,vapour appeared to have blaſted the natural hue- 5 | 
of his 3 blue bn brown hs in en with 
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the Colonels humanity, who, at the ſame moment that | 
| he ſhot a glance of contempt into his ſoul, by flipping a 
+ Couple of guineas into his hand, got over all difficultics ; 
and the child recovering, John took her in his arms, and 
went on, followed by the Colonel, Sir Plauſible Muſh- 
room, and Doctor Croak ; the lady and the chariot, | 
keeping A 72 8 
ring the very ſhort walk to the village, Doctor 
Croak gave the Colonel ſo many ancgdotes of the wick - 
. edneſs of the little beggar and her mother, that for the 
firlt time in His life he bluſhed at the retroſpect of an act 
of his own : It was not that the plauſibility of one of his 
preſent companions, nor the very exact memory of the 
other, had power to change an jota of his ſentiments, 
had theſe not accorded with the tenor of their diſcourſe ; 
for he had himſelf no doubt but the innumerable white 
halfpence, and more than once a yellow farthing, as the 
girl deſcribed ſhillings and half guineas, which he had 
. given her, were expended, as the knight ſaid, by the 
mother in the vileſt manner... | 
At his return hame, he found the girl in her old cor- 
ner and poſition at his. door, and John waiting for or- 


Out of 8 with: 
Himſelf, be gave his pr 


17 


us company, the beggar, and 
| miniſter orders to take the 
girl to her mother ber a couple of guineas, on 
condition ſhe never a him more; and then utter- 
ing heavy denne confirmed by a few hearty 
..., oaths, if ſhe did, ed ivto his own houſe, ſcarce 
_ deigning to return the parting compliments of the civil 
gentlemen, who expreſſed themſelves, and really were, 
eager to cultivate his acquaintance. . 
e adventure of the morning gave the Colonel a 
neryous head-ach, to which he was ſubject. He threw 
himſelf into his arm-chair ; there was 3 in the 
aintive tones of the young mendicant, which particu- 
aſſected him; and by one of thoſe ſtrange concate- 
nations of ideas, that ſometimes in waking as well as 
ſleeping dreams, jumble the moſt remote circumſfances, 
| 1 and events into one confuſed maſs, a. ſeries of | 
8 not calculated to caſe an aching head, ruſp- 
den bi mid, xl ed, menial ad external, youſed 
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him from a painful reveriez and he was having recourſe 
to-his cephalic ſauff, when John entered.with a counte- 
nance full of meaning, and before he could give that 
meaning words, having in his haſte left the door on the = 
Jar, the Colonel's ire and aſtoniſhment were equally raiſ- 
ed, at ſeeing the little beggar follow, with as much eaſe 
in her manner, and confidence in her looks, nay perhaps 
more, than if ſhe was entering the ruined hovel, which. 
had, during the laſt winter, given her mammy and ſelf 
a miſerable ſhelter. _ : RAT 
But before we proceed with the adventures of our 
beggar, it will be paying a decent regard to precedence, 
to make our readers acquainted with the village of Pen- 
ry, and ſuch of its inhabitants as will be introduced in 


the courſe of this hiflory. 


CHAP. I. 
A Country Village. 


lt is common to old age _ 
To caſt beyond itſelf in its opinion ; | 
« As it is common for the younger fort 
To lack diſcretion.” ' - 


Fur village of Penry is the Montpellier of Surrey; 
it lands on a half eminence, with uplands behind, to 
ſhelter it from the north wiffd, and low lands in front, 
to amuſe the eye of fancy, and delight the toul of medi- 
tation; to the right of the village, through two thick # 
plantations of underwood, too humble in its growth to " 
obltruR the view of a ſmall market town, at four miles 4 
diſtance, runs a clear ſtream, juſt deep and wide enough 
to afford ſmall freſh water fiſh to the neighbourhood ; he 
banks of which are undiſturbed by any thing but ang- 
ers, and unadorned by any thing but nature's own em- 
eie except a ſmall green boat, which, by ; 
5 White gilt letters on the ſtern, the curious paſſer-by | 
EIT op 7 37 Sens Moron, fd of ts 
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manor of Penry ; a rough and ancient tone bridge doe 
through the foliage of the wood, that ſlopes on each fide 
the river; and the diſtant ſpires* ok three or four other 
village ſteeples, between the horizon and the level land, 
terminate the proſpe&. 

Penry is twenty-ſeven miles diſtant from Bondon, and 
five from any great turnpike road; which may account 
for the ſtill greater diſtance anden the manner of the 
inhabitants, and thoſe who have the advantage of a di. 
rect and frequent communication wich the refinements of 
the metropolis ; not but-Penry bad, in the rage for im. 

rovement, been greatly.altered within the laſt ten years, 
fore that time a handſome parſonage houſe, in which 

a rich rector conde ſoended to ruſticate a few ſummer 
weeks; a thatched hovel, in whieh. hs poor curate 
brought up 6x children, and inſtructed the rabble of the 
village in their A B ©; a white rough caſt houſe, with 
a brown painted door, to which bad been lately prefixed 
a large braſs knocker, of Lawyer Quibble ; and a little 
thing like a pigeon-bauſe, with a timber building and a 
window at one end, filled with blue and white gallipots, 
over which a black ſcroll; and white letters proclaimed 
the great convenience to be found..concentered- in that 
obſcure ſpot, here, like Diogenes in his tub, lived 
Doctor Croak, phyſician, ſurgeon, apothecary, man- 
midwife, dentiſt, and ſpeculator in medicine and mine- 
rals. Excepting theſe, and an old family ſeat, which 
had ſerved for the refort of reoks and,daws during thirty 
earsit bad lain in chancery ; the little gothic church of 


Ties enry, and the ſurrounding cottages, had” an unbroken 
_ fameneſs about them, that would never attract. more than. 


the curſory glance of the few travellers who. ſaw them, 
i, indeed we do not add another exception, in the 
A White Horſe, thatched receptacle for man and beaſt, at 
the e of the village. Such was Penry ten years 
uch, with ſome few, but great changes, it 

till continued 4 
The air and 0 of, Penry was not a greater re- 


- commendation; to Col: Bubanun, on account of, his 


health, than that appearance of rural” ſimplicity* which 


195 3 it too inſignificant to. have attracted the notice of 


* l 1 For, 4 * world, ſaid 


Colonel 
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ColoneF! Buhanun ; „ I with I was fairly quit of it: 
When riches would have made me happy, I was poor; 
now, when I have loſt: every with to live, I am rich. 
What has a man to do in a world where he has neither 
health nor hope? They have brought me from India to 
Bath, and now they ſend me from Bath to the country; 
but till they can ſeed me from myſelf, it is all. labour 
loſt.” R 1 * | D 6 

Good, your honour,“ ſaid john, ta whom his maſs 
ter had addreſſed his deſpondent ſentiments, „take the 
Doctor's advice ; you are ten times. the man-now you 
were when we failed for England; and the Doctor 
lay N. e a | 


The Colonel ſmiled . Can-the Doctor miaifdr to 
mind diſeaſed ??* © 1 n 


N 


John's eyes ſtruck- fire. | A 
Pluck from the memory a rooted ſorrow ?” 
John's right arm ſawed the air. 5 | 


Root out the written troubles of the brain, and“ 

John- could. contain no longer; he- took the and from 
his maſter, and Hopkins and Sternbholded on; “ aud 
with ſome ſweetz oblivious antidote eleanſe the ſtuffed, - 
boſom of that perilous ſtuff which weighs upon— the 
4 MW brain”—*< all that is very true, Sir,” ſaid John, “ but 
"x Well, well,“ interrupted the Colonel, impatiently, ' 
e-“ it chou canſt find a corner where the world and I may. 
ch et meet; all places are equal to me, where- I am not 
ty known.“ | 153 Th by 
of i © Yes, Sir,” anſwered John, reſuming his theatrical 
en Wattitude, © all places the eye of heaven viſits, are to the 


an e man ports and happy havens?” . 
m, John Brown was fon to. John and Mary Brown, who 
the {united names on the fign of the White Horſe at Penry, 
at ſapported the reputation eſtabliſned by Simon aod-Eliza-- 
-ars Nen Brown, father and mother of John, for good ale 
„it Nad een treatment. „„ 7 1 og 
One female ſervant at the White Horſe, was cook; 
dairy, houſe and chambermaid; and, in the abſence of 
young-Jobn, ated beſides in the double capacity of 
ae and -oftler, till one fatal Whitſuntide, when a 
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days converted it into a palace, for the royal Dane to 
meet his father's ghoſt, ſo infatuated young John, that 
from the firſt performance he became a great private 
actor. 8 „ 
The barn had crowded, brilliant, and overflowing 
audiences ; and when for the benefit of the manager, 
young John took a part, under the deſcription,of “ Ro- 
meo by a young gentleman, being his firſt appearance 
on any ſtage.” All the country round came in; none 
heing ignorant of the name and quality of the young 
| Romeo, except his own father and mother, who as ſoon 
"as they underſtood how the player people had feduced 
their ſon, and to what the neglect of chalk was owing, 
- hut both their hearts and barn againſt. the prayers of 
the diſtreſſed company; and though the lady managereſs' Wt + 
benefit had been livek up at every door in the pariſh ; Wh" 
he part of © Mark Anthony by the young gentleman Ml 1 
bo performed Romeo with ſuch unbounded applauſe ;” 
F and though the proud Cleopatra herſelf condeſcended 
. to ſue for one night's poſſe ſſion of the barn, old John 
took a couple of labourers with him, and while his wife 
was trimming the ſuppliant queen in ber way, he demo- 
liſhed the cloud capt towers and gorgeous palaces,” and 
turning the whole moveables into the yard, locked the 
\ © door, and ſet off to the next juſtice of the peace, for 
the purpole of getting the whole ſet vagrantized. 
_ They were however too much uſed to local ſettle- 
mente, to be ſo taken, and finding the idea, that young 
E was going beadlong to the devil, had taken too 
rong poſſe ſſion of the landlady, to allow her to ſhew 
them any lenity, ſet the Egyptian Queen, to amuſe, or 
rather provoke ber, by perſevering 2 while they 
zcked up the property and moved off, leaving not only 
Ne rent, 15 8 in chalk unpaid; which eve- 
| N of the company had, by the unbounded 
erality of young John, run up. Cleopatra had her 
E  . _ cue, and when the royal Dane and hie friends were clear 
© of the village, flouriſhed ber whity brown handkerchief, 
\ e 
As young John was the general ſcorer, and as before W ® 
his father's return he had made a liberal uſe of the ſpunge, : 
3 che old people were not ſenſible of 1 " 
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loſs; the rent, and what, could not be concealed from 
them, was, to be ſure, Dame Brown ſaid, a heavy loſs ; 
yet again, to be ſure, it was a judgment on their ſins for 
letting a tribe of ſhabroons and painted jezebels into their 
honeſt houſe to make a parcel of ſhim ſham ghoſts and 
coffins, and ſuch like blaſphemies; and ſo they muſt 
make the beſt of a bad market, and be thankful for 
God's mercy, that ſaved their fon John from being car- 
ned away with them; but under favour the devotion of 
the old dame was miſdated 5 for John's better part was 
actually gone ; it is true he loitered about, liſtleſe and 
indolent, but his mind, his active mind, was in a barn 
ten miles off, where the royal Dane himſelf was enaQting 
Mark Anthony, and where he fully reſolved to join him 
as ſoon at harveſt was over ; for he had tod much re | 
5 his parent's intereſt, yet remaining, to think 'of it 
before; «nas 3; 5 * $4654 1 11 
But in the mean time it was requiſite to gn m | 
poetic furor by practice. He could read the Bible, or 
even Says Weekly Journal, which had been long the 


ſtanding of the White Horſe, wüh great 
Ty 


figency's and his character for a good ſcollard was al- 
lowed by all who faw the flouriſhing 1 and B at the botr= 
tom of his father's bills. Night after night did he make 
the croſs timbers of the barn reſound by the ſtarts and 
famping of Otway's Chamont, Lee's Alexander, and 
Congreve's Oſmyn, but the god of his idolatry was 
Shakeſpeare ; and being allowed to keep a certain pro- 
portion of ſheep and poultry, which bad, from his in- 
fancy, turned out to Goh account as amply ſupplied- his 
pocket, he fold them all, for money, to ſend to London 
by the clerk of the pariſh, for a complete ſet of his fa- 
vorite's plays; and being once in poſſeſſion of this tren- 
ſure, was ſo eager to ſtudy and get through them, that 
alter harveſt he was too full of employment to follow the 
royal Dane, though ſtill reſolved on joining him early 
in the ſpring. . | 54 
The young damſel, of whoſe various occupations we 
ave ſpoken, was the confidanteand aſſiſtant of her youn 
mater z for though Dorcas could neither read nor ſpe 
oed tolerable memory, and could always repeat at 
alt two words out of every ſpeech he taught her; theſe 
448 | | ? „ two, 
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2s, the firſt and laſt; Waise dlchatarcremeceſl 


ry; nor did ſhe fail to he equally punctual in remember. 
ing all her cues ; ſo that qohn was gratiſied with a night. 


Ty rehearſal of his favourite parts: Juliet leansd. her fair 


hand on her cheek at the hay · loft window; Deſdemon: 


was ſmothered on a truſs of ſtraw : and the fair Ophelu 


ſient to a nunnery from the barn door- 


9 


The improvements: of this winter were. indeed fo very 


obvious, both in the hero and heroine, that the former 
had already made his arrangements for joining the royal 


Dane and Egyptian Quten z his linen and; books were 


ready packed up; Dorcas had promiſed to ſteal his new 


Nuit of broad cloth out of her / miſtreſs? preſe, where it 


was carefully depoſited from Sunday to Sunday; and no. 
thing in John Brown's ſanguine opinion could now im- 


. pede his career to fame. But the uncertainty of all hu. 


man events, a ſubjeQ on which ſo many great _ 
have ſo ably written, and ſo many little ones ſo truly 
ſpoken, neyer_-was more cleatly exemplified, without 


either writing or ſpeaking, than by: one ſimple act of 


the docile Doreas, Who got up one morning in — oF 
ell harmony of ſpirits and after buſtling. through her 
work, ag«truth-to ſay ſhe very notably did, walked fir 


miles to the neareſt magiltrate, and then- and there-made 


corporal oath, to certain circumſtances, that laid an ob- 


ligation on young John Brown either to marry the ſaid 


4 


ſame degree hei 


Doreas, to pay twenty 
the country. N | 
John Brown's natural integrity of principles, his 
compaſſionate heart, and adherence to truth, had re- 
ceived both e ee and poliſh by his ſtudies, and in the 
ghtened the reſentment of injury and re- 
liſtance of oppreſſion, which were the glowing ſentiments 
that governed him in this important moment of his life. 
The paternal honour which the damfel would have 
Heſtowed: on him was what his ſenſe:of truth forbid him 
to accept; and the paying twenty pounds for what be 


#40 the pariſh; or to quit 


had not done, Was a meanneſs from which his enlighten- 
ed mind revolted; as to the matter of quitting the 


country, he had already made up his mind to that; it 
was only changing the «ſcene; of aſtion, and going to 


5 London in ſearch of other Royal Danes, and other E- 


gyptian 
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gyptian Queens, inſtead of joining thoſe who were eve- 

ry 2 expecting him in the country ;—ſo the world 
before him, with a {tick -acroſs his ſhon bes; from which  . 
hung a bag containing a few ſhirts, . and all his Sbake- 
ſpeares, it being impoſſible to ſecure the ſuit of broad 
cloth” without the aid of his treacherous auxiliary, John 
Brown left the place of his nativity, without paying the 
compliment of an adieu to any of his numerous relations 
and acquaintance; and being young, robuſt, and a good 
walker, reached London by day break next apts | 

On the table of the firſt open houſe he reſted his bag, 
and was immediately accoſted by a very civil free ſpeak- 
ing man, with whom he readily entered into converſati- Pk 
on, and who adviſed him, as the landlord and landlady NY 
of the houſe were very good ſort of people, to remain 
there while he ſtaid in 2 don; to which he did not g 
obje& z and himſelf and bag being ſhewn to a chamber, x 
be ſlept very comfortably, without dreaming either- of 
paſt or future events. 

The ſame civil-new acquaintance ſaluted him on -bis - 
re-appearance in the tap room; and to his great, as weW 
as agreeable AN as he approached with offered band, 
om out, © By heaven, - methinks it were an eaſy leap | 
to-pluck bright honour from the pale faced moon; to 
dive into the bottom of the deep, 5 

Wbere fathom line could never touch the god EN 

John Brown. 
Aud pluck up drowned honour * locks,” re- 
joined the firſt ſpeaker. 

Scarce had the honour-loving home to, 4 locks,” 5M 
before John had embraced him, and congratulated him- 2 
e. {lf on the meeting with his congenigl ſouf ; they dined —— | 
h together in the greateſt harmony, and the play bill 
holding out an Jerebiible,temptarion: in the entertainment 
ve of=the evening, which was Othello, the two ſoeias ad- 
m journed there; John Brown having firſt, by bis friend's 
ne advice, cleared the reekoning. : 
n. After the play, at which the hero of this little epiſode © 
ie Wh bad been both gratified and humbled, the friends being 
it ee dryiſh, adjourned to a houſe not a great diſtance 
to e where John Brown, who knew every line of the 
2 9 * of the Jealoys:\Moor,. entered on as fair and candid _ 
an | "F100  critictim oF 
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a exitieiſm of the performance they had juſt ſeen, as may 
be found in the corner of many a morning print, under 
the ar of Theatre ; that is to ſay, what he did not 
.underifind, or did not accord with his own reading, he 
Condemned as bad, very bad, worſe than he had ſeen: in 
| his father's. barn ; what was at all in his own. way, was 
f well, very well 5 though even that, he could better; and 
hat does not always happen to profound critics, be 
found his friend exactly of his opinion on every point. 
| E.:> Bread, cheeſe, and porter, at this time, was really 
_ _. attic treat to John Brown; his heart was open; a 
= - little punch could not hurt them one baſon was fuc- 
deeded by another; John related the event that obliged 
"him to quit Penry ; his friend moſt heartily imprecated 
* the perjured Dorcas ; poor John fell into the lap of na. 
8 ture s kind nurſe, in che very moment that his friend 
| vn moſt intereſted in his misfortune, and did not awake 
till the nent day, when he found himſelf unuſually agi.- 
tated by the ſtrange motion of bis lodging, as well as 
inconvenienced by the number and quality of his fellow 
- inmates; it was, however in vain, he complained; his 
ſympathizing friend was not near; and he continued in 
this uncomfortable ſituation till he was removed far out 
of the reach of pariſh officers, when he unde he 
+ had enliſted in the ſervice of the Honourable the United 
| Eaſt India Company; and inſtead of finding in his purſe 
the bounty he was told he had received, 1 it was 
cleared of ſeven guineas and fame ſilver ly re- 
c collected to be in it, at the time be diſplayed ſuch thea- 
ttieal judgment in his criticiſms on Othello. 
In this ſituation his mind naturally recurred' to his 
| | {paternal home : Bitterly did poor John Brown bewail 
| - {his own dear native village ; bitterly did he f 
 ' the perjury of Dorcas and the, deceit of his falſe friend; 
and above all, moſt grievouſly did he-deplore: the. loſs of 
his Shakeſpeares. 3 et 8 
When allowed to come abaft, which from his mildneſs 
of manner, and! ſimplicity of heart, he was often permit- 
ted to do, the {ad tear ſlowed from his eyes, as directing 
them from the courſe the ſhip ſailed, he fancied he was 
Jooking homewards.— The ſhip had touched both at the 
Madeiras and St. Helena; and were in that eaſy 24 
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of fail, on the ſurface of a ſmooth ſea, which render the 
ay ter part of a voyage to India fo delightful. John, 
Jer whoſe mind we have before ſaid, was too enthuſiaſtic to 
ot be reconciled to oppreſſion ; till ſwelling: againſt the 
he injury he had received, and ſtill hanging with regret on 
in Wl the memory of his native village, was noticed by an 
vas Wi clegant young man, in very ill health, who was ſupport- 
nd ed Worning and evening by the ſurgeon and his mate, 
be up and down the quarter deck, whoſe ſaffron ſkin, deep 
| fighs and.downcalt looks indicated more cauſe of grief 
y than leaving Penry, being embarked in the ſervice of an 
a WT honourable company, of whom he had never heard, or 
ic- cen loſing a whole ſet of Shakeſpeare. 42 
ed As this young gentleman was going to India, on the 
ed military eſtabliſnment, be claimed a ſort of right to have 
TR the crying comrade, as John was in deriſion called, im- 
nd mediately about him; and ſoon became father, mother, 
ke WF and country to one who had ſettled it in his ſorrowful 
gi. mind, chat all good was where he came from, and all 
as evil where he, was going to, and his heart bounded with 
ow Wl affeQtion and gratitude towards a maſter, whoſe every 
his Wl a& and word, proved him the eſſenee of all moral virtue. 
in They were very ſoon after landing in India ſent up 
ut W the country; Captain Buhanun's trunks were crammed - 
he with letters. of recommendation; thoſe he — '" 
ed WH burned: and with a deſperation that proved he ſet leis 
rſe WM value on his life. than any other of the gifts of God; he 
ras was firſt, and maſt fearleſs, in all hazardous expeditionsz-; 
re - a volunteer in every poſt of danger; and thus, by out- 
ea- WH fighting! and out- living his brother officers, he in à ſhort 

time advanced to the rank of Colonel. . 
his Scotch intereſt was then, as now, every» 
ail where; but our Colonel not only diſdained the recom- 
te mendation of his Scotch connections, and neglected ibe 
d; friendſhip of thoſe who knew his family, but, ſtrange 
of WM de tell, hated Scotland itſelf, and avoided the ſociety f 
his countrymen, with every appearance of a rooted anti- 


#: 2g 


pathy. | | 61s Hd. 13 
its the Colonel advanced in rank, reputation, and 
ug ede, his man, or as he was;often pleaſed to call him, 
vas i ils: friend Jobn, advangechis his favour and confidence, 
— io crown the god e and felicity of the _ 2 
e 3 a * 7 * vo | c 
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he rd at Calcutta i freſh ſet of Shakefpenre; add 
from being admitted: behind the i ſcenes of the” theatre 
there, was by degrees advanced to carry meſſages, and 
enact with eclat one of the moſt reſpectable ſenators in 
Venice Preſerved, to ſay nothing of the dignified de- 
port ment of his Lord Mayor, in Richard HI © 
The heroes of the 3 theatre, which was efta- 
- bliſhed on a benevolent plan, were all gentlemen. The 
- Roſcivs of the company had a lameneſs'in one hand, very 
utifortunately obſtructive of the grace attendant on he- 
roiſm ; yet he beguiled John Brown of his tears ſo often, 
that he became in his idea the very actor delineated by 
- Shakeſpeare himſelf. John was his humble copy in eve- 
ry thing, even to the ſtiffneſs in the arm; and as Cap- 
tain acted at the Calcutta theare; to the admi- 


ration of the elegant fabſctibers, John rehearſed at cam 17 | 


to the as great admiration of his comrades, till he co 
manage all Shakeſpeare's beavties with'as much eaſe as 
Pantagruel- did the hard words his father inſiſted on his 
repeating backwards and forwards til they became as 
familiar one way as the other. 
But -Shakeſpeare was not the only ſtudy of our friend 
Brown; he*knew the maſter key to every trait in 
the Colonel's diſpoſition ; he was his faithful attendant 


in all the ſiokneſſes to which the climate, and his more 


dangerous reſtleſs and . diſſatisſied mind expoſed him; and 
after all remedies had been tried, without ſucceſs, to 
parry a bilious diſorder, that was gaining on his conſti- 
tution 4 after the friends of his virtue, and admirers of 
his cohrage, which compriſed every gentleman who had 


_ _ the. honour to ſerve with him, had all failed, notwith- 


ſtending they aſſured him, with as much concern as ear- 


neltneſs, he muſt remove his quarters, if not to Europe, 


to that unknown bourne from whence no traveller returns, 

the tears and filent anguiſ of his faithful domeſtic ſoft- 
_ _ enedvIng-1ndignant refuſal, aud moved him to adopt the 
only taunus of preſerving exiſtence. ''He was prevailed 
on to turn his face homeward, if that place could be ſo 
called which his heart ubjured. 


'  After-mne years ſerviceygr Tila Colonel Bukadon 
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az landed at Portſmouth in ſo- deplorable: a ſlate, that 
{was not thought poſſible he could reach Bath ahve. 
Whether his extreme. mdifference for life continued 
Il it was on its verge, or whether the near view of eter- 
ity did not awaken a latent deſire to. ſtruggle with the 
ills of frail mortality a little longer, is a problem we can- 
ot folve'; but -the- lenient ſpring of Blatlad, ſo far re- 
ored him, that after fix months reſidence, his pliyf- 
ians had the candour and ſelf denial- to adviſe his leav- 
ing Bath for the country, during the dog days; and 
ohn obtained leave to ſeek out for a fituation, where 
he only ſtipulation, on the part of his maſter, was, that 
it ſhould be where he. might not meet the world. 8 
The world, Jobn- perſectly remembered, bad ſmall 
once rn in the little. village of. Penry, whenche left it.; 
or then, the gay building now called Muſhroom- Place, 
was the ruins of a manſion ſo long diſputed in chancery, 
that it had at length ceaſed to intereſt either of the then 
claimants, and was ſold. by anon, to defray part f 
the kw expences, and. knocked down to Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom, the, preſcet poſſeſſor; neither had Doctor 
Croak chapged his tub, for the new erected building, 
and fine gardens at the extremity of the village; nor did 
the braſs knocker irradiate the front of Lawyer Quib- 
ble's mabogany. door; the only building which, in his 
remembrance, ſeemed to claim acquaintance with the 
world, was the parſonage, which the knjck-knackey 
talle of the late incumbent. had. rendered like nothing in 
heaven above, or earth beneath; it was very conſpic © 
ous, yery fine, and very inconvenient; it had within | 
one,quarter of- an acre of ground, a.pond, willows, ð 
maize, images of all ſorts, a tea-room at the top of a 
lage oak, and a pagoda made of branches of trees. 
Theſe profound objects, which had employed twenty 


years of the lite of a divine to bring to perfedtion, were 
the points of -gazing admiration to all the country, and 
lull zetained the firſt. place. ig John's idea of magnificence, 
as Gd every other, part of the village, in his partial pre- 
ference of the ſeene of his juvenile amuſements; among 
hee the White Horſe, and. all its appendages, were 
predominant figures, although the choneſt pair ho gase 
being bad long, he knet, paid the debt of nature. 
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« At!” ſaid John,” after à few minutes dünn. 
on, * there is a village in the county of Surrey) if your 


9 _ and what art thou afraid of, friend John!“ 
here'1 is por r ne in it nou for your 
good esu for yo 

1 And yet; Joke? 4 knoweſt how m nights we 
have paſſed without a roof to ſhelter us.“ 

„Aud ſhall again, bn hope, mw ne ol honour get 

better! but 
« fa peaoe there's FRO fo ebe man 
„ As madeſt ſtillneſs and humility ;* | 


But when the blaſt of war blows in our ears, 
Then imitate the action of the tyger. 


Phe Colonel ſmiled. And where is this village I 
6 | was born there, and pleaſe your honour,” 
"The Colonel took in at once all the fuperlatives of 2 
village recommended by native affection, and ordered 


the carriage to be feady by nine the next morning. 


John could not æeſtrain his raptures during four days 


they were journey ing to Penry, and the approach to the 
Village ae his honeſt heart with ſenſations as pleaſing 
- $6 the Colonel to obſerve, "as delightful to himſelf to 


. not a ſtile, a tree, or "thatched cottage, but were 
at to his feeling, and rene wed ſome ſcene of in- 


| Aae amuſement in his memory; tears ſtood in his 


eyes 
Tus he uſed bs phy at leap frog; gen that mount 
His kite had flipped from his hold, and to his unſpeaka- 


ble grief, ſoared out of all poſſibility of fecovery 3 in bis 
cottage had lived his maternal grandmother 3 in that his 


atint; there he went to ſchool ; and there, exaQly under 
the fourth window of the church, were 1 three of 


his brothers, and his filter Ann, who, poor girl, died 
for love of a drunken ſhoe- maker; and wet 125 dared 


to Tay, lay his poor father and mother. The'tears now 
ſtreamed down' [olin's cheeks ; the tremor on his maſter's 
voice ſecured him from interruption ; and his agitation 


ſo ſnereuſed When the chaiſe ſtopped at the White Horſe, 


that the Colonel ſtepped out, and walked up the road, to 


indulge in reveries of his own, not leſs affecting, but un- 
. mixed with that 3 wil ** even the forrow 


en 
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Poor fellow!“ ſaid the Colonel, © bis heart recog- 
nizes bis native home, unalloyed by bitter recollection: 
He ſees not the ſcene of joys for ever loſt; he traces not 
the footſteps of delight with a mind jaundiced by deſpair, 
hopeleſs and undone, His eyes were raiſed, involuntarily 
a heavy gh burſt from his heart ; be endeavoured to 
ſhake off. recollections that ei him, and e 
round, ſaw on a neat houſe a board, with, 
- TO LET, FURNISHED. | 
Two things immediately occurred to the Colonel; 
the firit and principal was, how happy it would make 
John, who had his doubts about procuriug accommoda- 
tion, to find all objections removed, and his abode fixed 
2 in his beloved village, for ſame' time at leaſt, by taking 
| this houſe ; the next, that as it ſtood on a kind of angle 


f of the road, quite out of the village, he could er in it 
as diſtin from the world as he pleaſed. 


Fa 


2 Without further conſideration he knocked at the 
avs i er, was admitted, and learned it belonged to a lady, 
eh whole luſband's death having made ſome unpleaſant dil 


. coverics in his circumſtances, had induced the widow to 
pay a convenient viſit to her friends, in hope to add to 


. her ſmall income, by letting her houſe for the ſummer 
in. dy furnithed : which however ſhe had not yet an op- 


his WW Petunitz of doing. 

This little hiſtory was 4 with ſurpriſing — 4 
ant ty, by Betty Clark, upper maid to the, widow, on 
ka. aderſtanding the Colonel was a ſingle gentle man; that he 
would be willing to engage the ſervants, conſiſting of the 
his cook, gardener, and herſelf; aud moreover the very pleaſant | 
der Women which ſhe drew from the manner in which he had 
put a yew half guinea into her hand, which ſhe protelled 
was the moſt gentecleſt done ihiug ſhe ever ſeed. 

Before John could diſengage himlelf from a few of 
the villagers, who remembered him, ordcr dinner, and 
overtake bis waſter, the bargain. was truck; a month's 
den Pei in advance; and Mrs. Betty prodigiouſly fluls - 
inted at the fight of a bandſome, if not yery young, 
mta very old man, who was to be her fellow (cant. 

The great drawback on John's joy at his tet urn home, 
which reſulted from his doubts abour ſuitable accommo- 
on for a perſon of his maſter's . and ill Rate of 
2 1 C OR 
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Y Hetty; got the trunks up; laid cloth; and after de- 
Flaring the houſe, pretty as it was, ſeemed as if made 
on purpoſe for their convenience; inaſmuch as it was 


was never 
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health, being thus done away; he in the dear hope of 
ay ing ſome time at Penry, ſet about his domeſtic ar- 
rangements with an alacrity highly pleaſing to Mrs. 


built on the preciſe ſpot where he had left a gravel pit, 
went to wait on his maſter's dinner, haranguing during 
the whole time, on the ſalubrity of the air, good water, 


excellent proviſion, and indeed infiſted, that as Penry 
Was the prettieſt village in the known world, ſo every 
_ thing of the beſt was to be bad there; though he could 


not but confeſs it had one fault, or rather misfortune; 
this however, it required ſome caſuiſtry to prove, as it 
alluded to what few country villages deem either fault or 
misfortune, namely, a fine new manſion houſe, with the 
owner reſident, beſides a few other modern ones, on 2 


 Imalller ſcale; the firſt of which, in ſize and taſte, was 
©». that of Doctor Croak, who from a ſtate of poverty, 


dehts, it humour, and ill health, had purchaſed ground, 


built a houſe, and ſtepped into a new carriage, no mor- 


tal could gueſs bow. 


PEN 
"Theſe circumſtances however, call them faults, mis- 
fortunes, or what we will, were more in the way of the 


. world than John could have expected to find in Peory, 


and would, he feared, tend to obſcure the beauty and 
convenience of the place in the opinion of his maſter; 
yet, as the owners of theſe new erections were too proud 


to know private folk; as the Knigbt was a parliament 
man, and the Doctor kept a journeyman ; and as in 


courſe they were ſeldom troubleſome, he hoped this 
honour might be as private, and as happy too, as if 


there were not a gentleman in the pariſh. _ 


John 2, on have ſpared his rhetoric ; Colonel Buhanun 

appy himſelf, but he had an inſuperable de- 
fire to render every being compleatly fo, with whom be 
was in the habits of affociating z and Candidus, when 


he ſet out on his return to Europe with his ten redſhcep, 


laden with gold and precious ſtones, was not more gr 
"tified than John Brown, when his maſter declared bu 
perſeR approbation of the village of Penry; 
* a . e * 
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Thus was Colonel Buhanun ſettled in a village, where, 
as the obſerving Sir Solomon Muſhroom ſaid, every idle 
vage bond found the road to his purſe. 4 
From the time of the Colonel's firſt landing in India, 
where he had been in the hotteſt part, both in reſpect to 
climate and ſervice, to the hour of his embarking for 
Europe, a total negle of all the precautions uſed by his 
brother officers, while melting under the torrid zone, 
had often brought him to tbe verge of that country he- 
ſeemed ſo eager to explore; fevers both of blood and 
brain had been followed by a coup de ſaliel, and that by 
the black jaundice, the two laſt diſorders, from either of 
which it was conſidered in that climate a miracle to recover, 
compleated a dingy change, which had been begun by a 
former malady in a complexion; truly Caledonian, The 
colour ot colours of his ſkin were indeed paſt injury, 
even from the utmoſt violence of the bilious diſeaſe that 
pervaded his whole ſyſtem, and obliged him to return to 
Europe; the only. diſcernable mark of which was, a 
yellow film over what was once the clear white of hig 
azure eyes; bis face and hands were of a hue to defy. 
bile, and impreſſed the country people with an idea, that 
he. was a ſort of black; which idea was confirmed by 
the heatheniſh cuſtom of abſenting himſelf from church, 
alter having made one effort to (et out an anthem in parts, 
accompanied by a flute, clarinet, and baſſoon, which 
either in noiſe or harmony, ſo far ſurpaſſed all that had 
ever before ſhocked his ears, that he aroſe abruptly and 
left. the church before the performers had half compoſed _ 
in the devout congregation by their ſacred melody, and 
his WI vever could be prevailed on to look that way again. | 
, if Is conſequence of this, and other as heatheniſn prac- 
tices, he was, although allowed to be a very, good man, 
aun et down for a ſavage, and called the blackamoo Colonel; 
de- notwithſtanding Mrs. Betty offered to lake ber bible 
\ he eth, bis ſkin was in, many parts as vite as hollibaler. 
hen John Brown, as grand almoner to. the Colonel, could 
eep WI ai to renew all his old acquaintance, and forming 
gr: e new ones at Penry ; even Dorcas, whole improving - 
bin te, when he left her, had multiplied into a ragged. 
WMfpimeat of cen children, having vowed and proteſted 
Thu Wat what ſhe ſaid before = juſtice was at Wann 7 
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of the devil; and Tom Wilſon, her preſent huſband, 


without meaning any harm, had her ſms forgiven, and 


received through his hands a weekly bounty from the 
Þlackamoor. Colonel; he had beſides coufins without 


number, of whom he had never before heard ; the men 
ſhook him by the hand, and the women invited him to 


tea, and play a game at viſk. 


: 


The fame of ſuch odd mortals as Colonel Buhanun, 
and his man John, ſpread far and wide. Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom, while he held a being in the utmoſt contempt, 
who knew ſo little of the value of money as to part with 
it for nothing, or what is next to nothing, giving it to 
the poor, felt his ſpleen riſe to an extteme troubleſome 
height, at the bleſſings beſtowed on the blackamoor 
Colonel, and could not conceal his indignation on find- 


ing that a fellow in livery dared, by making himſell 


reſpectable, to infuſe into the heads of his fimple tenants, 
the abſurd idea, that a good ſervant might be of more 
value to ſociety than a bad lord, or what was more, a 


* parliament man, or what again was more than all, lord of 


the large manor of Penry. | | 
.. The Colonel was in his opinion a fool on two ac- 


counts ; firſt, for giving away his money, and next, 


for letting his ſervant have the credit of it. 
Of what uſe is wiſdom, if it cannot manage folly, 


thought Sir Solomon Muſhroom. Very hard, indeed, 


that a rich man ſhould. ſet himſelf down under the wall 
of his extenſive park, by whom every body but himſclf 
was a gainer ; but it would be more ſtrange than hard, if 
he did not ſome how or other come in for a ſhare at leall. 
While he laid a kind of indefinite ſcheme, by which be 
meant to advantage himſelf, he beſet the Colonel's morn: 


"ang and evening walks, in hope to break him of habits 
©," which lowered his own ſelf.eſtimation; and as all com- 


pariſons are odious, rendered his charaQer the more ob- 


DOXxious, as that of his neighbour became more reſpeCt- 
"xd EY BY. n 5 : > 


But the ſame rumour that had conveyed anecdotes of 


the folly of the blackamoor Colonel to the wiſe Sir 


Solomon Muſhroom, had not been leſs minute in the del- 


-eription of a few particulars in the character of the lat. 
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ter, by no means favourable to the intimacy he ſo olfici- n 


ouſly courted. 
Vet little defirous as the Colonel was to make new ac- 
quaintance, and leaſt of all with a perſon of Sir Solomon's 
. deſeription, there was that exceſs of civility in the 


: Knight's addreſs, ſuch plauſibility in his manners, and he 
exhibited whenever the ſmalleſt opportunity offered, fo 


, much of that penctration into the worſt part of human 
. nature, which is miſcalled &norwledge of the world, that 
y the Colonel had been ſometimes amuſed, but never be- 


h fore led, by his rich 1 28 
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, Tp bigger out of her rags, and a 2 for female ſervants - 
of | to Habe gentlemen. 


— 
1 


0 iar the plague brings you here now ? am 1 
tt, never to get rid of this curſed little imp!” ſaid the 
Colonel, half addreſſing the beggar, who, as we have 
y, before ſaid, followed his ſervant into his preſence, and 
d, _ apoſtrophiziog, with hie eyes. fixed on the marble: 
all arth. 
Al 6 * benour,” ſaid John, his arm in motion, 8 
il * 1 ſhall. 
it, | « Nothing extenuate, 
he Nor ought ſet down in malice;“ * 
rn- as ſhort and the long of the ſtory is juſt this: Roſa . 
its Bi \ Wilkins; the mother of this poor little object Dont 
m. cry, child; his honour won't be angry with yon, for 
ob- hat you can't help. ſent her every day to watch 
Ct- when your honour went out, as ſhe pretended, to get | 
money; but ſhe was a deep one, as is proved 
of Bi yellerday a letter came by poſt to her, which ſhe got 
Sr e Deter Croak to pay for; ſo, this morning, What does 
gel- e e, an unnatural hag, but ſend the poor. innocent 
lat: i to beg, as bond and take herſelf outſide the ſtage 
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to London, and leſt this bit of paper on the woman”: 
table, who out of charity, let her lye in her out houſe.” 


„% D e the woman, the out houſe, and the letter! 


if the curſed jade has left her baſtard, why muſt I be 


plagued with a Canterbury tale“? 
« Canterbury, your honour! the woman's gone to 


America.“ i 


Juſt at this moment entered the triumphant Sir Solo- 
mon Maſhroom, followed by the grand officers of the 
pariſh, conſiſting of the beadle, the church-warden, 
overſeer, and common cryer, and ia the rear a crowd of 
villagers. 5 | 5 | - 

„ Ay, ay,” ſaid the Knigbt, I foreſaw this; I 
knew you would repent your indiſcriminate charity; ha 
ha- ha, and ſo the creature is off, and: has left her 
brat to you, as a mark of gratitude! yes, I ſee you are 
hurt, and I don't wonder at it; but if you truſt to me, 
PII take care this ſhall be the laſt impoſition on your 


"8 good nature ; you are too eaſy, but ſuch abominable 


wretches ſhall never be tolerated, when I have any influ- 
ence; I ſee into the plot ; but 1 came to your relief the 
inſlant I heard what had happened. Here, beadle.“ 
The beadle advanced with his gold laced bat on his 
two thumbs, _ ER, | 
© © Oh but man! proud man! quoth John, 
+ Dreſſed in a little brief authority“ 


„„ Take that little gr to the work-houſe, and, 
d'ye hear, make her work, - mind the proverb, ſpare the 


rod and ſpoil the child.“ 
The beadle, whoſe red face, laced hat, and large coat, 


, | had been too often a miniſter of terror to the mother, not 
to de immediately recognized by the child, was advanc- 


ing with conſequential ſtep towards her, and ſhe retreat - 
ed with tremblin precipitation, till getting eloſe to the 
Colonel, he claſped his knees with her dirty arms, 
ſcreaming, ** No, no, I won't go with you, <T will 


\ Ray with the blackamoor till mammy comes home. Oh! 


pray, do let poor Roſa ſtay with you, indeed, indeed | 


_ will be very good 3 Oh let me! I will tay,—TÞ won't 


go . 


% You. 


Nn 
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Fou won't, won't you huſſy ?” roared Sir Solomon, 
brandiſhing his cane. 4, 7 0 

The child, unable to look on an object fo terrific, 
haſtily endeavouring to hide her already ſwollen and 
bruiſed face, ſtruck it againſt the chair, and the freſt 
guſhing blood ſtreamed on the Colonel's clothes. 8 

Several poor people had followed the great men of the 
pariſh, wit Ta ſtaring, What's the matter, good folks!“ 
but as the mighty Sir Solomon had ſet his face againſt 
the little beggar, no one dared to pity her. | 
Ia ©olonel Buhanun's natural diſpoſition, the deſire 
of doing univerſal good, was blended with the eſſende of 
fine breeding; but certain diſtreſſing events, in the early 
7 of his life, had ſoured bis temper, and rendered 
him” irritable ſometimes almoſt to madneſs. No man 
breathing was worſe qualified to bear undue familiarity, 
or forbear an affront.” He had confidered the unaſked 
advice of the Knight as impertinence; he felt this viſit 
an intruſion, and reflecting it was a rudeneſs for Which 
no apology could be made, but that he would be leaſt 
inclined to admit, wealth and power, his gall aroſe ; he 
looked round on the gaping crowd, and ſaw ſeveral who- 
had partaken more largely of his bounty than the little 
object who hid her bleeding face between his knees, 
without half her miſery to claim it. Not a ſigh of-pity 
from any of them, reverberated thoſe that burſt from his 
feeling heart; he ſaw no falt rheum in any eye to goun- 
tenance his own; he darted a glance of difguſt at them 
all, and riſing with dignity in his mien, and authority 
in his voice, demanded by whoſe permiſſion any of the 
party had preſumed to enter his houſe. MY, 

Sir Solomon's broad eyes were opened ſtill broader; 

the beadle ſhrunk behind the warden ; and the movement 
of bows and curtſies hecame general. F 
Sir Solomon, whoſe modeſty had Rood many a public 
and private rebuff, ſoon recovered himſelf ; he called a 
imile into his features, and was in the act of opening 
lng ready Hips, when the Colonel, in a ſtern commanding 
bid John clear the room. 7 

John, however, was not put to any trouble, as u 
bady ſeemed. inclined to prolong their ſtay, not even Sir 
Solomon, who being, as he faid, a very peaceable man, 
_— £4 Aid 
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d got t chuſe to hazard an oppoſition to a mandate ſo 
. but calmly aſſured the pariſh officers, as” they 


defcended the ſteps, the man was certainly mad. 
The Colonel being now left alone with his man and 
the little beggar, bid her hold up her head, and not kecp 
ſuch a d — d fnivelling ; but the inſtant ſhe; in obe- 
dience to his commands, ventured to peep up, and dif- 
layed her ſwelled and disfigured face ſmeared with 
lood, and bathed in tears, he was obliged to have re- 
coutfe to his cephalic ſauff, and rung the bell with great 
violence. 
Juobn approached his maſter, but his ſervice was re- 
jected with a fretful piſh, 
Betty, or indeed more properly as head e to 2 
-fingle gentleman, Mrs. Betty, who was on the * 
and the liſten, entered. 
* Take that animal down Rairs, waſh her all over in 
à lorge tub of water, and take particular care of her 
head, waſh the blood off clean, and, d'ye hear, tenderly.” 
— Who me, Sir! me waſh a little filthy beggar !— 
me clean her naſty head,—me ! wrt ke I muſt beg 
to be excuſed.” a 
Then ſee it done.“ i 
es. Betty had gained one point, and therefore it 
was folly to ſtop before ſhe had been equally ſucceſsful 
watkcond. 
Se had ſo much regard for her maſter, ſhe would 
lay down her life to ſerve him, or do any thing, in her 
power, by night or by day, to oblige him; but to take 
a filthy beggar into his clean houſe, and expect credita- 
ble ſervants to ſoil themſelves, by handling the ſtreet dirt, 
the hoped his hogour would not be angry, but upon ber 
honour it was what ſhe could neither do herſclf, nor aſk 
Jenny Cook to do.” 
Oh curſe your nicety 1” ſaid the Colonel fternly ; 
but you muſt get over it this moment z—the beggar 
or yonr wages, the tub or the door.” 
Mrs. Betty ws in the habit of ſaying what ſbe _ 
"ery ſmart, but what. her ſuperiors called very pert 
things, and with all poſſible temper, without affecting 
An nn. n cone be very os ct 2 
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ſhe had. the ſenſe to ſee ſhe ' had now bone quite the. | 
leny of her tether. 2 
o waſh and clean the dirtieſt little be gar that ever 
e on a dunghill, who was indeed exo a moving 
dunghill, was certainly a diſagreeable job ; but then to 
loſe a place where there was no miltreſs ; where her bills. 
were paid without being examined ; where there was a 
fellow ſervant, who beſides his good looks, having lived 
ſo long with ſo generous a malter in India, muſt have 
made ſame ſavings, and to whom ſhe flattered herſelf the 
was not diſagreeable ; was a balance all to nothing againſt | 
nicety, ſo that inſtead of carrying a ſecond. point, Mrs. 
Betty ſaw her wiſeſt way would be to give up. the firſt. 
She took out her handkerchief, wiped her tearleſs eye, 


: begged pardon, would do any thing ſo good a maſter: 

1 commanded, and taking Roſa's paſſive hand, e 
to put his orders in execution. 

: John caſt a look of kindneſs at his maſter ;. he MOU 

ad ed tyra fteps,' fell back one; 1 knew,” ſaid he, at laſt, 


« your honqur cho have ſaved ſo many brutal e | 
from death, 'would not let.a poor little chrültian Fenn! in 
8 a. prateſtant country.“ 
The Colonel nodded, and John got down in time 1% 

help to fill the tub. ' 
N « Now,” ſaid he, © 1'll be burned if ever this poor 

thing knew the bleſſing of clean. water before; how ſhe- 
4 ſhivers ; hap ſhe may get cold,” 
Cold,“ repeated Betty, not half-reconciled to the 


job; << he has had heats and colds enough to ſeaſon An a. 
I fancy | 
9 bs More $ the pity, Mrs. Betty ; for 
er Plate fury with gold, | 
K „ And the ſtrongeſt lane ol juſtice hurtleſs breaks; 
Arm it in rags, a pigmy's [raw doth. pierce . h 
1 Fut ſome ſpirits into the water,” ſaid Jenny Cook, 


ar ig place of talking gibberiſh.” 
John mixed a bottle of = with the water, and in, 
be the little beggar was plun 
rt My ma er, {aid Mrs, + HO as ſhe ſtood totally 
inaktive, while ſoperintending this grand operation, * bid 
me take the girl to him as ſoon as ſhe” is clean; bat 1 | 
C 5 . 
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_ fure T'ſhant do no ſuch a thing; becauſe dy; it 
would be monſireſs undecent: for as to putting on her 
rige again, they will make her as bad as ever, If we 
could only borrow a few things for her.” 
Ah,“ joined Jenny C oo, 
arms and legs of the beggar, * to go a borrerin is to go 
# forrerin. Maſter don't mind a trifle, and there's Mrs. 
Jones at ſhop, ber Poll that's juſt dead, was about-the 
lee © this, and I dare for to ſay i; 

Before Jenny Cook had dared "for to ſay another 65. 
John was off. to ſbop ; and before Roſa was out of the 

luce, had produced ſome clothes belonging to Mrs. 

Jones's Poll, that hung tolerably well on her. 
Well, after all,“ ſaid Mrs. Betty, « T cannot but 
ſay the girl is worth tleaning ; ſhe is as fair as a lily.” 

And her eyes,” faid John, “as brown as berries ” 
1 Her hair will be a little carrotty though,” ſaid the 
gardener, who was alſo a looker or. 

Here a mark if we loſe her, ” cried Jenny Cook. 
Nothing but a ſplaſh of blue,” anſwered Mrs. Betty ; 
« rub it off with the jack towel,” 

A jack towel l repeated John, compaſſion in his 
eye; % it will fetch blood; why, Mrs. . her ſkin 


is as ſoft and as tender as your own.” 


Mis, Betty bluſhed, and reached a ne Which 


Jenny Cook uſed to no purpoſe. * 5 tell you tis a 
mark,“ {aid ſhe. . 
is a flower,” faid John. 
„ „ Fig nonſenſe,” ſaid Mrs. Betty; * come, let's 
_ . Tee how ſhe looks in clean clothes, that 1 may take her 
to my maſter,” _ 
Colonel Buhanun, the reader 8 wus in ill health; 
be had, it is true, greatly benefited by his return to 
Europe; but the bi bile en gendered in the eaſt, {till per 
vaded his canſtitution, to Which his irritable habit . 
ly contributed; he was alſo ſubject to nervous head-achs, 
and could bear neither oppoſition nor fatigue ; the agi- 
tation of his ſpirits, this uſy morning, ſo affected him, 
that John, who entered full of the diſcoveries ſoap and 
Water had made in the face of the beggar, inſtantly for- 
got every thing but the ſituation in which he ſound bis 


maſter. | 
„ Among 


* 


ſcrubbing away on the 
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Among Colonel Buhanun's other qcentricitics. he was 


a great quack; he had a ſucceſſion of favorite medicines, 
all of which, in their turn, were infallible cures for eve- 


2 diforder incident to the human frame ; and had it not 


unately happened that one grand ſpecific ſuperceded © 
another, before a fair trial was made of the effect, the 


Colonel muſt have been long * releaſed from all his 


complaints. 

Norris's Drops were juſt now the rage, and as it was 
proper to take them in his bed-chamber, where women 
were not admitted while he was in it, he ſaw nobody 
but John, and ſcarce heard him. 

On the fourth morning he was able to leave his room g. 
and the muffin was carried up by the little beggar, by 
this time become a general favorite of the ſervants. 
Nothing in all the Materia Medica is ſo ſalutary ; no- 
thing ſo wy ſhews a good effect on children, as cleanli- 
neſs and regularity ; a few days wholeſome food, clean 
water, good combs, and decent cloathing, never wrought 
ſo great an alteration ; the pale complexion, weak limbs, 
and rickety gait ill remained ; but there was a delicacy 
in her features, a ſoftneſs in the expreſſion of her coun- 
tenance, and a ſoothing” 3 in her voice, hat was. 
extremely intereſling; and as if heaven had endowed 
her with a ſenſe of her uc ſtate, a deſire to * 
and oblige was vifible iu all her little actions. 
©" The Colonel ſtarted, he coloured, heſitated, and 60 
loured again: The defect in his ſpeech was particularly 
ſtrong, and rendered his“ Who the devil are you 25 
almoſt inarticulate. | 

% Piss Roſa, Sir,” 1 Mrs. Betty; « the nelle 
beggar you ſaved from ſtarving.“ 


It cannot be —it is e * Tue Colonel ac 


tually trembled. 
© Tadeed, Sir, tis the very ſame; we * a few 
thinzs for her.” . 
Raſa put her frock to her eyes. 
* Roſa, don't cry,“ ſaid John. 


„ 


© Why don't you, make your courteſy, Roſa, and | 


thank his honour for your fine frock ?” 
Roſa ſmiled through her tears, and dif layed the 


1 on her dre, ſhe alked to the ad . 
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he ſuffered her to amuſe him, her little tongue never 


card to that gentleman, requeſting t honour 0 ſee 


f 


- were at that time in ſuch high eſtimation as to ſuperſede 


© could only want either to get a patient or make an ac- 


' fidgetting aboit the window curtains, when Doctor 


. humour, diſplayed a ſet o 


exiſtence. 


rite greytiound, bung round John, called the maids her 
good mammies, and in a few hours became; next to John 
and the greyhound, the Colonels greateſt favorite: 
When he walked out, ſhe waited with his s ſlippers ; when 
he had the head-ach, ſhe climbed for his czphalic z when 
he wiſhed to be quiet, ſhe was filence perſonified z when 


ceaſed ; if he was irritable, ſhe ſoothed ; if melancholy, 
eulivened; *. in ſhort, ſoon became neceſſary to his 


Some days ifter matten bad been ſettled in fo good 4 
train for our little beggar, John happened to find the 
bit of paper left by her mother, which, to the Colonel's 
ſurpriſe, contained ſuch a ſort of claim on Doctor Croak 
as led him to believe the was ſome how connected with, 
orrelated to him, and he conceived it at all events right 
to ſhew him the paper; he accordingly diſpatched a 


him. 
Doctor Croak had twice called on as Colonel dog 
his confinement ; but, as John knew Norris's Drops 


all other medical aſſiſtance; as he concluded the Doctor 


quaintance; aud as he knew his maſter would be equa 
averſe to both, he contented himſelf with giving a civil 
denial, without taking the trouble to mention his viſits. 
T hs ca d found the Doctor in his natural element; he 
was weeding a parterre of crocus' and ſnow drops; but 
was too much gratified at the invitation to poſtpone what 
he fo arden ly deſired; and returned an ney he would 
wait on the Coloncl in half an hour. 
The Colonel was at backgammon with his man; Roſa 
at his feet on the carpet, dreflitig, her doll; and Betty 


Croak's chariot drew up, in which, beſides himſelf, fat 
the roly faced, large eyed, luſty woman, to whom the 
reader ner before introduced, and a fine girl about 
ten years old, on whoſe clear complexion bloomed rofy 
health, whoſe vermiljon lips, conſtantly divided by good 
P large white teeth, and whoſe 

flaxen locks grew i in A 28 round her healthful 
IF countenance, 
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ebuntenance, and though hanging rather buſhy than in 
ringlets.on her back, added to her Hebe like looks. 

« Bleſs me!” cried Betty, “ if there is not Doctor 
Croak's chariot topping at our door. Well, that's a 
good joke ; after meat comes muſtard ; when maſter's 
well, comes the doctor, —and as ſure as I am alive, Ma- 
dam Bawiky, who but ſhe, and Miſs.“ 

Pray.“ aſked the Colonel, advancing to the win- 
dow, is that Bona Roba the poor "oy r 
wife?“ 

Mrs. Betty ſimpered out a half no. 

«What ! his ſiſter!“ 

Betty anſwered without heſitation, $6 No. ant 

« What then?“ 6} * 

Betty tried to bluſh, but failing in the A Was 


filenty and the Colonel, to whoſe: molt brilliant allies © 


the confuſſon of a modeſt woman would be a Apes, g 
reterned to his chair, to receive his viſitor. * 

« Is that fine girl,” ſaid he, as he ſeated himſelf | 
« the Doctor's daughter 2? + 

Mrs. Betty's affeCted modelly- had beck 555100 to an 
extreme by no means in her way, fince the Colonel's, 
which was not affected, had ended the converfation in 
thst ſort of definite manner that rendered it impoſſible” 
for her to recommence the ſubject of herſelf; his inquiry 
reſpecting the child, however, gave an opportunity ſhe. 
was refolved not to loſe, of deſcanting on the want of 
character in Madam Bawſky, and to enhance al werit 
of poſſeſſing it in herſelf. 

* Why, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Betty, Wen finally adjult- : 
ed the curtain, „no body hates cenſurableneſs more nor 
myſelf; becauſe why, they are well kept that God keeps, 
aud to be ſure 1 had a virtuous bringing up, and all my 


Madam Bawſky, though ſhe rides about in that fine 
_—_ now, along with that poor ſmock faced thing of 
Doctor, more ſhame for her, ſhe has got a huſband of 
her gen, a fine portly looking perſon, as 1 have heard 
my Mrs. Feverſham fſay ; and, poor gentlewoman, ſhe | 
noed every body's bulnek better nor her on.! / 
The Colonel's ſcat began to grow uneaſy; he looked 
TIS ll in thence 3 the Doctor bad wu let: 


| 
* 


brothers and ſiſters are well to do; but as to this here 


ttuant ſenſes to their duty, which he haſtened to perform, 


| as he aſked ** Miſs Bawſky, who, (hearing the Doc- 


ke, and ſo adjourned with ber to the little parlour, be- 


wo critical and intereſting period of Madam Bawſky's, 


Wa 2 
* * 
= 4 « = 
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in ſome minutes; the bell below had given 8 
a ſtrauger waited 3 yet bad Mrs. Betty 's harangues on 
the moſt trifling ſußjecta, ſomething in them ſo intereſt. 
ing to her fellow ſervant, that he had lately more than 
onee caught himſelf negleQing his own bufineſs by at- 
* tending to her; and his maſter's look, at a period when 
his buſineſs was to be uſhering up the Doctor, inſtead of 
liſtening to the hiſtory of Madam Bawſky, called his 


reminding Mrs. Betty, as he left the room, that his ho. 
nour could not bear much talking. 
Mrs. Betty begged his —— 5 pardon ſhe thought 


—_ — — — « a rn qe 


tor's heayy tread on the ſtair, her voice now ſunk into 
a whiſper) who paſſcd for Madam Bawſky*s niece, or the 
| Doctor $.nicce, or ſomebody's niece; but, however, all 
other nieces ſhe ever heard of, had fathers and mothers. 
Now,“ added ſhe, winking and whiſpering {hull lower, 
4 this Miſs has only an aunt and uncle.“ 

With all chat rapidity of utterance for which Mrs. 
Betty was famed, it was as much as ſhe could poſſibly 
do, to get rid of the laſt ſentence before Doctor Croak 
 —he—hem—he hem'd, and bowed himſelf into the 
room, when ſhe haſtened to finiſh the half told tale to 
one more inclined to liſten than her maſter: Not that 
| liked cenſurableneſs, as Mrs, Betty expreſſed it, but 

ere was ſomething in the tory, or the rclator, he did 


HT E-X.2z.- 3.x 


, cauſe there they could be ſaug, and hear the bell while 
liſtening to the hiſtory of Mrs. Bawſky, which, whe 
many other good things in a gentleman's haule, will 
come to the maſter when the ſervants have done LY it, 
The Doctor in the mean while had crept up to the 
Colonel, with bows as filent as if he had feared for the 
drums of his cars; and after being repeatedly requeſted 
to be ſeated, he-hem'd himſelf into a chair, and was at- 
- tempting. ſomething like a compliment, but was inter- 
-  rupted by the entrance of John, who having. recollected 
his maſter's orders. -bad abruptly broken up his ſnug 
tete-d-tete with Mrs. Betty, in the very middle of the 


o1 
he 
7 
If 
nc 
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_ eh. * in which ſlie fick ay vow B 
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and ag abruptly preſented the ſaid Doctor a piece of pa- 
per, in which, after a few more he-hems, the ſervant 
being again withdrawn, he read theſe words : 


« Miſtras bird, 


„ My uſben beein liſted for a ſowgar i i ham goin ater 
him has he as got mi lot to ſale with im has too Roſa 
i think bas Docter Croke oft for too tak ker of ſhe”. 
but if he wunt ſhe mult go to this paris for i ſhal 
never ſee ur eni,mor ſo poor wench i pra to god to ay 
mark on ny por ſol an hal fich por finers ſo no mor at 
preſen from your umbel ſarfant ö 
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When Door Croak bad read this curious epiſtle 
through, he looked, without à fingle he-hem, at the 
Colonel, as if waiting for an explanation of the manner 
in which it was preſented to him; but excepting ſurpriſe 
at that circumflance, his countenance betrayed no emo- 
tion 3 on the contrary, the calm manner in which he p- 
peated to wait for the explanation, rather embarraſſed 
the Colonel; but as he, of all men, was leaſt conſcious 
of a defign that ſhould ſhun inveſtigation, an ecelaireiſſe · 


ment ſoon took place, and the benevolent act and inten- | 


tion on one fide, procured from the other all the infor- 
mation in his power to give | 
Doctor Croak ſaid, © That bein 5 years back, 
on particular buſineſs, at the houſe of « relation in Eſſex, 
he was requeſted, as an act of the greateſt humanity, to 
give his alliſtance to a poor woman in that neighbour 
oc, who had been many hours in labour, and was pro- 
nounced by the female accoucheur, to begin a dangerous 
late; he accordingly went, and delivered her of a 
daughter, the little beggar who was at preſent the obje& 
of the Colonels bounty that his charitable attendance, 
in the hour of diſtreſs, had entailed on him a perpetual 
pague; that her huſband and herfelf, who were at that 
time of ſober and induftrious repute, foon after gave 
themſelves up to indolence and intemperance, and be- 
cameo troubleſome where they lived, that the were 
their fettlemevt in, Yorkſhire, from whence, 
pers abſence, they returned to the neighbour- 
WI Lower Bit to ies, then to Surrey f. 


* 


1 
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with the- ſmith of the village, but for one day that he 


I he underſtood was from the man, who he then, for th: 


I chi 
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he had d the man, to work at "bis trade, 


would work, he lay three about the village, him and his 
wife in a ſtate of brutal intoxication, and when the laſt 
penny was expended, his gate was conſtantly beßeged 
with their petitions for relief, which they generally ob- 
tained ;—that they became ſuch nuiſances to the inba- 
bitants, it was his interference only prevented their bei: 
not only removed, but puniſhed ; but that this, his le. 
nity, inftead of reforming, had, as it ſeemed, only added 
to their vices, for that after every abſence they returned 
more deplorable and more abandoned than before : that 
lately the woman and child appeared without the hn. 
band ;z—that the laſt application he received from bet 
was for a ſhilling, to pay the poſtage of a letter, Which 


firſt time, beard had enliſted into a marching regiment, 
under orders to embark for America that the letter 
which ſhe ſhewed him, -incloſed a ſmall draft for her ex- 
pence to Portſmouth, where he had drawn her lot as one 
. of the females permitted to embark with the regiment ; 
that he had no ſuſpicion of their intention to abandon 
their child, whoſe bad habits, however charitable he 
might feel inclined to be, and charity was his wea# d, 
as well as the imbecility and diſorders ſhe muſt have 
gontracted from drivking ſpirits, were inſuperable bars 
again any other efforts i in her farour than ſending her 
to the pariſh.“ a 
A triple he- hem ded the Dofior s ſpeech. 
Colonel Buhanun had not ceaſed turning; round and 
round his cephalic ſnuff-box from the beginning of the 
| ry of the birth, parentage, and education of the lit- 
r; to the Doctor's concluſive he-hem ; he muſed 
a few — 2 and then allowed, if the caſe were exactly 
11 the Doctor had ſtated it | | 
= The Doctor declared; on his honour, at the ſame time 
ſpreading his hand on that part of the body where honour 
is ſuppoſed to reſide, that it was. 
Wal then, the Colonel allowed neither mother or 
ad, in that caſe, any other claims on him than 
might be naturally expected to reſult from the N 


he — himſelf 2 to. * 


— 


* 


The Doctor With great modeſty » gain acknowledged 
his weat fide ; but he had, ſince he began practice in 
midwifery, brought ſome hundred children into the 
world, the major part of whom were of very poor parents; 
not, hoever, ſo poor, but, except in this one inſtance, 
they had all paid him, by fair means or foul, in meal or 
in malt, as the ſaying was; and if he were once, be the 
urgency or diſtreſs of the caſe what it would, to diſpenſe 
with payment; if he was to give way to his natural 
weakneſs, in behalf of all the children he brought into 
the world, what | | | 4 F. 
Enough, enough, Sir,“ interrupted the Colonel; 
« charity,” I plainly perceive, is your wean the 
charity that begins at home.” Ew; „ 
Doctor Croak bowed reſpect to that virtue he was too 


in compariſon with the immenſe wealth rumour's hundred 
tongues had been ſo liberal as to give him the reputation 
of, were nothings, mere ſpecks in the ſun; and as to 


they pleaſe. Who could be mofe blunt, more inſolent, 
more overbearing, or more tyrannical than the Doctor 
himſelf, when and where he dared ? Then the luſty lady, 
who-wared with extreme patience in the carriage at the 
door, had,” on the credit. of his great wealth, charged 
her cher ami to make this viſit introduQtory to an im- 
proving connection. of ov 
The Door, therefore, with equal earneſtneſs and 
humility, endeavoured to exonerate himſelf from the 
cenſure of ſelfiſhneſs, and with ſome apparent reluctance 
adverted to ſituations which muſt ſubſtitute c-conomy for 
1 | es 7 
A worm might guide Colonel | 
world could not force him ; his countenance ſoftened, 
and he admitted the Doctor's qualifying-excuſes the rea- 
dier, as he had, he ſaid, previouſly determined to pro- 
nde at preſent for the little.beggar himſelt. 
he Doctor warmly commended an act ſo charitable ! 
[benevolent : and fo humane ! ſo noble! ſo uncom- 
mon't ! 1 92 i 
he moſt unacceptable thing that could be offered 
Colonel Buhanun was, that natural ſiſter of flattety, 


\ 


5 3 17 praiſe; 


his plain ſpeaking, rich men had a right to ſpeak how 


prudent. to imitate. Colonel Bubanun's eccentricitics, 


. 
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uhanun; when the : 
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praiſe; he denied it to be at all unconimon-for # man to 
act in a way that molt contributed to his own eaſe and 
amuſement. - 4 The child,” he added, ** anſwers both 
theſe ends to me ; and when I return to India” —— 
True, Sir, very true,“ interrupted Doctor Croak, 
N having, as he ſuppoſed, fathomed the depth of the Co- 
* 1 5 * you may then oblige the pariſh to take 
* r ” y 
Doctor Croak, when before his -ſuperiors, generally 
as he he- hem'd, in piano; but Col. Bubanun's | 
rte exceeded, at this time, all rules of moderato: | 
Get out of my way, you little devil,” laid he, riſing, | 
to Roſa, who ſat between the 28 N her doll 
at his feet, “ get out- of my way. 
The Doctor roſe mechanically. . | 
: „ And do. you think, Sir,” don the Colonel, 
that 1 have e this poor innocent from Rarving, 
4 yu to feed my own caprice? D——n the girl, what is 
ſhe whimpering for! and that I will then return her to 
your pariſh, your beadle, and ow knight ?? 
Hebe- hem preceded an attempt of qualification; but 
though this was admitted in the or's own caſe, the 
| foul of Buhanun was above all ſalvos ; his motives, his 
* Actions, his fentiments, and his purſuits, were all in the 
, *Araight onward path of open ſincerity : In offices of 
Kindneſs and benevolence, he often meant what he did 
not ſay ; but never in any caſe did he ſay, what he did 
3 not mean. 
e Oblige the earl to take her,“ rung on his ears; | 
1 © be looked fiercely at Doctor Croak, and fancied he ſaw BW 5 
in his diſeaſed Age a more diſeaſed ſoul. The more 
the diſciple of —_ attempted to palliate the affront, 
the more did his mental deformity appear; 1 
and the luſty lady; with her blooming companion, re- 
, ceived him into the carriage in deſpair of —— an 
mtimacy with the blackamoor Colonel, from this intro- 
ductory viſit. 
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The Doctor, humble and ſuppliant as the reader has m 
ſeen him, was, nevertheleſs, at times and ſeaſons, a very . 
pron. perſonage; and the luſty lady, into whoſe ample J 


he now poured mou the ibs es. of his foul, 3 
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Mrs: Bawſky had vainly raiſed the rolling orbits of 
her refulgent-eyes to the drefſing-room where the blacka - 
moor Colonel ſat ; ſhe had anziouſly watched every ſha- 
dow of a ſhade that 'flitted by the window; and had 
ſeen his haſty ſtrides, as he traverſed the room, without 

| arreſting one congenial glance. She had inſtructed Miſs 

Elenor Bawſky in the moſt graceful manner of making 
a curteſy the confined ſpace of the carriage would admit; 
when, which ſhe doubted not would happen, he ſhould 
ſend his compliments from the window in a polite bow; 
but no ſuch bow being made, the curtſey was of courſe 
ſpared. *. 
be minutia of the interview, together with the cer - 
tainty that the blackamoor Colonel muſt have ſeen the 
carriage with Madam Bawſky in it, paſſing and repaſſing 
his window, when, after waiting an age, the coachman 

| exerciſed the horſes, without taking any more notice of, 

or about ber, than if the village of Penry bad not been 

| WH bonoured by her refidence, were indignities it was not in 
nature to forgive; ſhe caſt a glance of defiance at the 


; WH window, pulled vp the glaſs, and ordered the ſervants 
home with the air of 1 Beſs, and a voice unbroken 
 . i by that deſcription of ſound called the ſilvor ſweet, 

f N 

. 


Shewing how a village Doctor may riſe, and how a modern. - 
| wife may fink into notoriety, © 


; 


Y Tur editor begs a thouſand, and ten thouſand par- 
n bes of her polite readers, ſuppoſing ſhe ſhould. be 
;. {WH onoured with any ſuch, for the vulgar people and low 
kenes into which per force the memoirs of a beggar 
x WW nEintroduce them. 9% rn | 
7 But notwithſtanding no creature living has a more due 
le WE profound reſpect; for the higher order of ſociety, * 
, men all ranks know they merit; though no body can 
| * more jultly impreſſed with admiration of the * ö 
. _ of Rs | 
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ble men and vious wothen who nt this time are, to the 
5 aſtoniſhment of one port of the lutle world, and the 
terror of the other, whipping and ſpurring through this 
| ſhort life with as much z-al and induſtry, as if they had 
any reaſonable hope of a comfortable ſituation in the 
next ; yet as, to the eternal diſgrace of the police, 
which, to be ſure, ſhould order theſe matters better, 
there are ſuch things as little ſolk, who have the preſump- 
tion to breathe the ſame atmoſpere with the greateſt of 
the great, and by the up and down jumble of chance, 
not only mingle their pakry interefls in the grand move- 
ments of high life, but ſometimes actually ſwim on the 
ſurface, like common oil on the richeſt wines; and as, 
moreover, the editor of this marvellous hiſlory has never 
had courage to ranſack caftles of her own building, 
| penetrate black foreſts of her own growing, or ranſack 
the bowels of the earth for terrors, natural, and fuperna- 
tural : as ſhe draws no charaQers from monſters the 
World never ſaw, nor carries her readers to the bleſſed 
cquntry of Eldorado, where no body can go, but is con- 
tent to glean materials from the lux uriamt harveſt of real 
life, to frame a ſtory, for ber bookſeller, herſelf, and 
thoſe grand ſupporters of genius, novel readers, the in- 
convenience is no way to be avoided. After this long 
and indeed the editor thinks, very clever apology, ſhe 
hopes ſhe may be pardoned for introducing to the ac- 
| te former of her readers, Thomas and Margaret Croak ; 
e former a labouring gardener, and the latter a feeder 
of hogs, crammer of poultry, milker of cows, and 
fattener of calves, at a ſubſtantial farmer's in the neigh- 
bourhood of Norwich. Thomas having travelled in 
ſearch of preferment into Kent, found it in a quarter of 
an acre of ground on which ſtood a ſhed with one room 
and u hole, he returned, married Margaret, and carried 
her home. 
Never were a more induſtrious pair, nor was induftry 
ever more amply crowned with ſucceſs. | 
In this ſhed” were two ſons born to Thomas and Mar- 
ret ; the younger of whom will make great why, both 
i the World and this hiſtory. The children grew, no 
doubt, in favor of their parents; but Jackey, the hero 
who was born to have bis name preceded by M. D. 
. coming 
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coming into the, world in the middle of a Hack cherry 


ſeaſon, when the improved and i improving circumſtances 
of Thomas and Margaret had put them into à good 
humour not only with the world, but each other, RON 
liſhed bim a favorite. 

Indeed all that ftory of making ſouls from a beg, to 
be driven about at the ſport of the elements, was done 
away in the union of this good couple, theirs were each 
other's exact felſow ; while he was digging, planting, 
and ſetting in this ſame quarter of an acre, ſhe was cry- 1 
ing her round and ſound black and white heart cherries, "= 
Burgundy pears, - Oclean plumbs, filberts, and golden | 
pippins, through the town ; and ſo, by the time the 
eldeſt ſon could ads his (hrill pipe to that of his ſeaſoned 
mother, the youngeſt was ſent in whole clothes to a little 
ſchool in the neighbourhood, where Goody Croak aſſured 
alt the gentlefolks, who. bought her wa and . 
that Jacky was larning to be a great ſchollard. .. 

Thomas and Margaret went on, honeſt, :ndufteious, 
and proſperous ; the eldeſt ſon a working gardener, he 
younger a ſchollard, till they firſt rented, and then pur- 
chaſed a conſiderable portion of land, which their en- 
cellent management turned to the double uſe, and con- 
ſequently double profit, of gatden and farm, —the hedge 
rows and borders bore fruit, and the fields produced corn 
in abundance. 

Money pouring in from all quarters; their land well 
cropped, their houſe well furniſhed, and thernſelves prov- 
ing by their Jooks they were well fed; poor Goody 
Croak began to diſcover fhe was a very unſortunate wo- 
man, inaſmuch as ſbe could not make her ſon Tom a 
ſchollard, and her ſon Jackey a gentleman; a grievance | 
which, after all ber toiling and moiling, riling early and 
going to bed late, was now irremediable. . But in the 
midit of the moſt dire calamity, a ſpark of comfort will 
appear, if encouraged ; and ſomebody who was not, it 
is preſumed, quite a conjurer, having aſſured the old 
| woman, both characters might be included in one, ſhe 
esc bave' Jackey à doctor, which would unite the 
(ehollard and the — and ſo * her the . | 
mother of 8 


HHarrel in the town, of great praQice a 
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The old man vainly remonſtrated againſt an arrange. 
ment ſo heterogeneous, as making his fon a gentleman; 
but goody had collected fo w—_ by her crying 
the round and ſounds, that ſhe obtained, and tenaciouſh 
preſerved, a very conſiderable balance of power, which 
he always exerted in favour of her darling Jackey. 
© ©, Jackey's beapty too, in his poor doating mother's eye, 
became no leſs conſpicuous than his larning ; and az, 
if Jackey lived to be a_man, Jackey would no doubt 
marry, and as if Jackey did marry, to be ſure it would 
be to à great fortune. She ſet about finding a ſituation 
for him, where his prettineſs would have due effect. 
Chance did all the Croaks; there was a DoQor 
reputation, 
who had two daughters; neither of theſe could poſſibly 
- hve with Jackey ſeven years without wiſhing to be Mrs. 
- .Croak; but as both might wiſh to have Jackey, and it 
was plain, Jackey 'could- not have both, ſhe content- 
ed herſelf with directing his choice to the eldeſt, i: 
mere regard to precedence ; and having in her own mind 
. 4ettled the wedding and ſucceſſion to the bufineſs, ſhe 
paid the apprentice fee with great glee, and returned to 
her round and ſounds. | 995 
Every thing went well with the Croaks while they 
were contem with their labour, and enjoyed the ſweets 
of induſtry with moderation; but their good genius en- 
tirely deſerted them, when they reſined into gentility. 
Jackey's ex diſlracted the old man, and obliged ? 
his mother to keep the peace, by privately robbing the BW an 
common «purſe for his genteel diſburſements ; for bi it 
apprenticeſhip expired without crediting one of her ca: ap; 
culations ; the Miſs Harrels laughed at his folly, and ing 
deſpiſed his arrogance z and their father was rejoiced to abt 
get rid of a conceited upſtart, while he was ſtill in full I tus 
poſlefſion of his faculties and increafing buſineſs. le& 
What was to be done with Jackey vow? for he wa BW he) 
+ all his mother's. care; Tom the eldeſt ſhe left to his other gan 
- and more natural mother, the earth. the 
Al che polite ſprigs of medicine, whoſe parents ar: N 
born before them, get finiſhed by walking the hoſpitals| 
Again the poor mother's faith to her huſband vaniſhed 
e the vanity of her ſon. ſackey was 2 
. f 3 > . e led 
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Ws dreſſed, and bad fo much money to ſpend, that he was 
WT heartily aſhamed of the means by which it was ſupplied, 
and found out tbat no part of the little family had com- 
mon ſenſe but himſelf. | 

In this diſpoſition of mind Jackey 9 to rely on 
his own fimple merit ; and ſimple enough it proved; for 
bearing of a ſituation at a ſea-port, where a fortune had 
been made by a ſurgeon of eminence, it was eaſy to per- 
fade bis fond mother be was eligible to the ſucceſhon, 
and that there was nothing wanting to eſtabliſh him at 
the top of profeſſion but a little money. 

Home went goody, and never reſted herſelf, or let 
her huſband reſt, till the land ſo well cultivated, in ſuch 
fine order, fo produRive, and ſo pleaſant, went to the 
hammer z to the unſpeakable anguiſh of poor Tom, who 
had been an inceſſant labourer to encreaſe the value of - 
what, as the gentleman engroſſed all the preſent profits, 
he-naturally and juſtly expected would be — rr 
own and his children 8; for he was married, and had a 
family. He would have remonſtrated ;- but what was 
the whole world in competition with Jackey' s prefer- 
ment. 

Well, we now fee Jackey raiſed to Doctor Croak'; 
ſettled with his father and mother in his new houſe ; the 
old woman, one of her eyes dancing with joy at her 
ſon's gentility, the orher dropping ſalt rheum at the rapid 

decreale of het property. - 

Maſter Jackey had no ſooner teaxed his mothar out of . 
WH an <ftabliſhment as ſurgeon and apothecary, than he took 
it into his bead hc was born for ſtill” nobler ends. He 
plied himſelf to ſtudy, and was in expectation of mak- 
| {Wing an immenſe fortune by inventions no leſs novel than 
abſiruſe.. So intenſe was his application, and ſo profound 
his diſcoveries, that in a ſhort time he propoſed to read | 
lectures on a method of making rhubarb from walnut © 
Wells, verdigriſe from muſhrooms, and changing the 
garden pea into white pepper. For theſe — * all 
the cellars and ſpare rooms were filled; veſſels made on 
purpoſe, ſuch as never before nor fince were thought of; 
ie be was purſuing chimera, after chimera, as he < 
dhe buſineſs, that in turn, forſwwk him. Oleg ü 
3 and placed the litile of his „ 
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property "OA remained in the funds, a eruel n was 


. _ obliged to be laid on Jackey's genius for want of ways 


and means, , 
There was, however, Rill one card to play 3 Jackey 
mi ht yet make his fortune by marriage. 

The only daughter of a Welch ſquire, whoſe too ten. 
boy heart had ſurrendered itſelf to a handſome plowman, 
was ſent to the place of Jackey's reſidence, by way of a 
temporary retirement, and Jackey engaged to attend her. 
Mrs. Croak heard ſo much from an old ſervant, under 


whoſe care the Welch heireſs was, of the family ſhe had 


_ diſgraced! what an heireſs ſhe would he! and how the 
land the would inherit flowed with milk and honey! that 
ſhe clapped up a wedding in her own idea. before the 
young lady had dropped the convenient Mrs. added to 

r name, and reaſſumed Miſs; when that, however, 
was" done, the poor girl dreading. a return to the re. 


© proaches of her family, and contempt of her acquaint. 
. ance, liſtened to his propoſals with great condelcenlion, 


and became Mis. Croak within three months after her 
confinement. 

The marriage of Jackey to an heireſs was a fovercign 
bahm to all the Croaks ; and nothing was now wanting 
but to obtain her papa's re and aſcertain the 


- value of her eſtates. 


Contrary to expeclation, a forgiveneſs 20 invitation 
to the young pair followed the very firſt application; 
and they ſet off in a poltchaiſe, with reiterated tg 
to Jackey from his mother, to write all about his wifc's 
fortune. 

They were received with affeQion, and entertained 


with hoſpitality ; but, ob grief of griefs! every foot of 


75 


the land was mortgaged to its full value; and three 


hundred pounds, the gift of a godmother, payable on 


the day of marriage, the great heireſs's whole fortune, 
on which the Croaks had reckoned for a re· imburſc ment of 
all the ſums advanced to their genteel ſon, but which he 
had ſecretly reſblved ſhould only be devoted to the ſup- 
_ of his walnuts, muſhroom, and garden pea expert 
ments. 
Under this 2 — hoy 12 00 ſhewed 
Kinkade” A 9 | 2 4 
e 


\ 


THE BEGGAR GIRL, | 49 


He had been oſten mortified ut che ecellty he was un- 
der of bearing his father's company and reproofs, and was 
ill enough i inclined to return to a roof where reproach and 
contradiction attended all his ingenious diſcoveries, from 
a father who paid no homage to his ſuperior excellence. 

Three hundred pounds was a ſmall ſum indeed to what 
he had got from time to tigge from his. induſtrious pa- 
rents 3 but it was more than he ever had before in poffeſ- 
fion of his own, and he thought would be inexhauſtihle, 
He wrote to a chymiſt in London, to enquire after a ſitua» 
tion that would not require a great capital, and received by. 
return of poſt ã welcome addreſs to the then ſurgeon and 
apothecary-of Penry. 

Iaſtead of returning to his expecting family he poſted _ 
to London, and from thence to Penry with his bride and 
her three hundred, which by ſome preſents from her 
friends, had ed near a hundred more; and havin 
paid down two hundred for the good will of the buſineſs, 
was quite ſettled before his family thought he had left 
Wales. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the rage of the father, the 
grief of the mother, or the conſternation of their fon 
Tom. There remained out of two thouſand pounds ad- 
ranced him at different times, a ſhop full of empty galli- 
pots, divers electrical apparatus, a collection of odd 
ſhaped veſſels made by his particular directions, of which 
ho mortal knew the uſe ; a cellar crammed with walnut- 
Wells, ditto muſhrooms all rotten, and a garret with the 
loor breaking in by the weight of garden peas. ": 

Out of el cometh good, ſaith the wiſe man: Tho- 

nas Croak, enraged at ſeeing every thing ſacrificed to. 
« brother's gentility, and vexed to find every patient 
or whoſe cuttom his lands had gone one way, going 
nother, had applied himſelf with 25 h diligence to 1 5 
he common remedies for colds, ſore throats, and fevers, 
id had Rudied dog latin with ſuch ſucceſs, that he had 
pt a few ſtraggling cuſtomers that remained together, 
ring what he thought would be Jackey's. bort ab- 
nce, - 
What Thomas wanted in W and ceviitey,, he 
kde up in diligence and induſtry, and by degrees did 
hre than his brother bad ever A own living. 
Vor. 1. D Meaa- 


ir ce he had loſt the cuſtom of every being who could g 
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Meanwhile our village DoQor, having now no 
to waſte in -g amuſed himſelf by entering into 
quarrels and litigations, that he wight ſhew he under. 
{tood law as well as phyſic. 

His wife, now her fortune was ſunk, was the greateſſ 
idiot, and moſt unworthy ſuch a huſband of any woman 


livin 

Maa. Croak, though a well meaning inoffenſive wo. 
man in her way, had aſpecies of the Cambrian ſpirit, 
and did ſometimes retort z-this her high minded ſpouſe 
could not bear; words preceded blows, and Doctor 
| Croak's credit fell as he became notorious for beating his 
wife ; _i.apertinence to his ſuperiors ; quarrels with hi 
equals; tyranny to his inferiors; in atitude to his 
friends, and unforgiveneſs of his enemies; in debt to 
every body who would give him credit, and mercileſs to 
thoſe wretched few who were in debt to him. 

Young, friendleſs, amid ſtrangers, and far divided + 
from all her natural connexions, Mrs. Croak's health be- 
came affected by the inquietude of her mind, and it 


pleaſed heaven to releaſe her from miſery at a very eat 4 
period of life, leaving one ſon, with her laſt and earr«t il, 
prayer to heaven and her huſband, that he might be. 
treated with kindneſs. , by 


This event, with the embarraſſment of his circum- 
ſtances, awakened all the dormant tenderneſs of his fond 
r other; ſhe arrived at Penry before his wife was buried 
and brought with her a warm heart and full purſe ; f 
that the extreme poverty with which he had ſtruggle 


or ſend to the next village, was nofmore ſeen at his table 
nor heard from petty duns at his door. 

His father ſoon after died, and bequeathed the v 
of his fortune between the widow and eldeſt ſon, whi 
now left the ſphere into which neceſſity bad forced hin 
and returned to that which was more congenial to hi 
abilities and nature. | 
Mrs. Crogk, though aged, continued active in bt 
ſpirit, and vigorous in her perſon; ſhe eſtabliſhed reg 
ceconomy in the little family; and her fon hart 
worn out himſelf, as well as his neighbours, in diſpute 
x 8 to e and was by dint of =, new 
be opt 
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adopted proceſs of induſtry, beginning to get on, when 
an; event happened that entirely altered all his arrange- 
ments; and though no change of circumftance could 
change the inward man, it was from this period that he 
began to ſuſpe& there was a ſyſtem of gentility very dif- 
ferent from that laid down by his honoured mother. 

Mrs. Bawlky was the legal help-mate of an officer of 
rank, who having the misfortune to loſe the confidence 
of his royal maſter, by an accident more perhaps the re- 
ſult of a combination of unlucky events, than want of 
proper zeal in his department, fell from that moment in- 
to the utter contempt of his wife; ſo that when the creſt. 
ien gentleman retired from Southampton, where he 
HY was hourly mortified by the coolneſs of his brother 
) Wl officers, to a beautiful retreat, where he wiſhed to loſe 
) BY all recolletion of the paſt in the two bleſſings he thought 

he poſſeſſed, a good wife and moderate competence, he 
| WF found his expectation in the latter only realized. | 
b That Mrs. Bawſky. had a great ſoul, we will not diſ- 
pute, but it was the effect and not the cauſe that operat= 
ed on her, to the diſadvantage of her huſband, with 
whom no perſuaſions could prevail on her to retire from 
a world's eye, that ſunk in fame, and wounded in honour 
as he was, looked him into confuſion. . 

The unhappy officer for ſome time indulged her with 
n'eſtabliſhment in town, while he planned and regulated 
ne in the country, ſtill cheriſhing the fond hope, that 
Ihe who had paſſed the ſeaſon of life when frivolity has 
ome excuſe, would not always perſiſt in a conduct ſa 
natural and unmatron like, in its decline. | 

While Mrs. Bawſky ſhone in diamonds, the gift of her 
lilpiſed huſband ; while her name was at the top of the 
wbleribers? liſt to every ball; while ſhe led in all the 
Mogable amuſements ; while the humble children of 
Chelpis, who viſited the town, courted her patronage, 
Lwas not of any very great conſequence where, or'how 
er forlorn huſband paſſed his heavy hours. 2 

But, when, 'weary of her obſtinacy, and alarmed at a 
batiaued courſe of expence which his fortune would 
Wmaintain, be ſpoke to her in the language of probity 
won ſenſe ; when after proving he could not 
Port two ung he v.as fo cruel as to inbl 
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on her giving up her's, then it was her great foul took 
' fire 3 indignation, tears, hyſterics, remonſtrances, ap. 
peals to friends, and friends“ interference, were all ſac- 
| er Cellively tried, and tried in vain. 

If the officer's courage had been impeached, his inte- 
grity was unſullied ; he had through life adhered to the 
unfaſhionable cuſtom of paying his debts, which he kney 
could not be done if his expence doubled his i Income, 
and therefore was immoveable. 

This perſeverance in the right was a ſort of indignity 
no lady could forgive, whoſe conſcience whiſpered ſhe, 
though equally perſevering, was in the wrong, and ſhe 
inſiſted on a ſeparation, 

The officer, without being paſſionakely attached to x 
very plain woman in her 47th year, ſubjeck to all the 
diſorders a voluptuous life entails on its decline, wiſhed 
to enjoy that quiet tn retirement — he was deprived 
of in the great world, and anxious to paſs his vale of 
years with the object that had been familiar to his mer 
dian, reaſoned and re-reaſoned ; but his moderation ſer. i 
ed only to enereaſe the tempeſt that at laſt overcame my £ 
and he reluctantly ſigned articles of ſeparation, with a 
allowance of 250l. a-year. | 

So far Mrs. Bawſky carried it with a high! hand, and 

proved herſelf to be of that brilliant deſcription of fe. | 
males, who can bear any and every. thing except con- 
troul ; but alas! what cao a high ſpirited lady of toi © 
do with a few diamonds and 2501 a. year. x k 
True, the magic circle was 4till open to her; v6: © 
might {till breathe in it ; but adieu to the agreeable hun 


ry of ſplendid entertainments; farewell balls; her name 
muſt be eraſed from the firſt column of the ſubſcription © 
liſt ; no longer her door would be beſet on the bencil h 
nights of the theatre, nor the velocity of her carriag © 
wheels render the road hazardous to the obſeure pede tl 
trian, Her's was a long farewell to greatneſs; affluency 4 


credit, honour, and reſpect, departed with her huſband 

and with her remained, a proud unſubdued Apirit ; 4 

mind that in her preſent ſituation could neither bear nd 

forbear company ; and a hunicrous lift of cold acquaint 
ance without one friend, P 

In this eee predicament he wrote to a caſt 

= > 3 4 2 acquaint * 
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nequaintance, to recommend her to board in the coun- 
y that acquaintance mentioned her to Doctor Croak; 
and ſmall as was the ſum of 250l. per ann; to ſupport a 
Southampton belle, it was an immenſity to pay for a 
lady's board. at a poor apothecary's Ip; thewvillage of 
Penry. 

6 then, the proud woman, who onde, de; the 
function of her huſband's office, filled a ſort of regal dig- 
nity; abandon a gentleman” s eſtabliſhment and ſociety; 
ſee her domeſticated in the ill appointed houſe of a mean 
man, whoſe low breeding and confined notions were the 
leaſt of his faults; ſee her companioned with an ignorant 
old. garden woman, and ſpending every ſhilling of her 
income raiſing the credit of Margaret Croak's e gente] 

ackey. 

Bot though 5 in ſcenes ſo new, the elegant notions * 
ſo refined a genius could not aſſimilate with the common 
rules of ſociety, a friendſhip the moſt firm, moſt refined, 
molt diſintereſted, moſt platonic, and may be, for there 
are who ſay the thing, 2 improbable, is not impoſ- 
ible, the moſt virtuous, was formed between the widower 

Doctor Croak and the married Mrs. Bawſky; - 

Her information and experience opened a field of un- 
hoped and unheard of enjoyments to the Doctor, who 
under her influence, though torn. to pieces with the 
chronic complaints reſulting from high diſhes and inde- 
lende, was yet, maugre gout in hands and feet, able to 
chaſtiſe his own mother ! ! ! 

Stung at the diſcoveries her ignorance was. every hour 
making, he totally forgot that natural habits are hard 
to-conquer, and that if Madam Bawſky, was proud of 
having been a Southampton belle, Mrs. Croak was, from 
exactly the ſame ultimate cauſes proud, of having old, 
thebeſt cherries in all Kent. 

ale became again a ſcene of — 4 Fat" Fog 
nobindgeed with a wife, heaven had releaſed her, but the 
peor old woman, whoſe natural voice had been ſo often 
waned by crying round and ſound cherries to make 
Jackey a gentleman, now ſhocked every compaſſionate 
ich repetitions of his unnatural barbarity ; and 
be who in be face of his ſervants curſed his own mother, 


"hy 
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time too again changed the face of affairs; 
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was ſolemnly and bitterly curſed by them, the moment | 


_ he was out of hearing. 


Among other improvements introduced by Mrs, 
Bawſky at Doctor Croak's, was a crazy ſecond hand 


chariot, in which, either to enjoy every moment of his 


delighiful converſation, or to tell ſmall folks what they 
before knew, that ſhe had at leaſt an equal ſhare in the 
ſhew, the patiently ſat waiting at the gate of the rich, 
at the door of the middling, and at the hovel of thc 
poor, while the Doctor got out to viſit his patient. 

+ This excited the envy of old Mrs. Croak, who not- 


withſtanding her hard uſage, was flill proud of Jackey 
aud his chariot ; in which ſhe thought ſhe had as great 


a right to diſtinguiſh herſelf as Madam Bawſky. 


Madam Bawſky thought otherways, and grew at 


length ſo weary of having her authority diſputed, and 
the good Doctor alſo growing more aſhamed of what he 


Had been, in the ſecret triumph of what he now wa:, 
© after a very ſmart and tolerable loud dialogue between 
his mother and virtuous friend, very fairly turned the 


former, at the age of eighty, out of doors, and inveſted 
the latter with all the honours of his houſe. 

Some ladies would not have liked this fituation, and 
this fituation would not have liked ſome ladies; but an 
eld woman of eighty, beat and turned out of doors by 


her own fon, and a married woman, the wife of a gen- 


tleman, living in all the reciprocal indefinite tenderneſs 


"of Platoniſm, with a man, who, if nature had been her 


own journeyman, would have been a knight of the blue 
aprou, was the wonder of a day only at Penry : The 


quality of the vicinity, like their betters, preferred any 


lace to their own home. Mrs. Bawſky gave the beſt 
ppers in the neighbourhood, played at cards, and wore 
diamonds ; ſo nobody could be more the thing. A ſhort 

57 after this 
precious union had laſted two or three years, the fine 
girl whom Mrs, Betty deſcribed as ſome body or other's, 
was introduced at Doctor Croak's, as niece, and a little 


_ confounded the quality of Penry. 
. .. = Mr. Thomas Croak, only brother to Dr. John Croak, 
* who, as we have ſaid, had long thrown phyſic to the 
 . dogs, and recommenced his operations on terra A* 
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had daughters, but they were, from conſtantly vißting 
their grandmother, all known at Penry: The young 
Manger could not therefore be the Do&or's niece. Nei- 
ther tre. Bawſky nor her huſband, had ſiſter or brother: 
How then could ſhe be her niece ? Thus cavilled the 
quality of Penry ; bat like the former wonder, this ſoon 
ceaſed to be one; and the ſooner, as during the laſt. two 
or three years there had been pther things introduced 
into the Doctor's eſtabliſhment rather more, inexplicable _ 
than the pretty niece, fince, es Mrs. Betty ſaid, ſhe 
belonged to Madam Bawſky ſome how or other. | 
But who the money that bought land, built the houſe, 
turned the Doctor's ſideboard of plated furniture into 
filver, and changed the old crazy chariot with the car- 
nion horſes into a handſome new one, and ſuitavie ap- 


| WH pointments, belonged to, no creature in or out of Peury 

. could ſo much as gueſs. 

Theſe extraordinary circumſtances, fo far from lar 

ig che Doctor's practice, had greatly incrcafed it. tHe 

- WS proudly declared, he did not want bofinels ; for which 

1 BW reaton it crowded on him. There certainly was an g- 
ma about him; but, as how ever the money wars, the 

41 Wy Doctor had it; and as Mrs. Bawſky hired in eh the 

n Wl gratifications it procured, with nothing wanting but the 

y Wh ceath of her obſtinate long living huſband to render her 

- inendihip-a life laſting one. By the time this hiſlory 

' {WF commences, had grown, weary of wonder; the 

er Doctor, with his virtuous friend, were allowed to, be 

ic nch and reſpeRable ; and ſo much wrapped up in their 

de piece, that her health, improvement, and pleaſure, was 

iy be real buſineſs of their lives. f 3 

| But what is become of the Doctor's ſon all this while? 

re His fon! oh, he is turned out of doors with his 

nt grandmother. | -4 72 | 

116 Impoſſible FE „ 13 | : 8 7 

ne We will ſee anon. | (4 20 
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$544. CME V; 
Shewing the public the bleſſing of an adus magiſtrate, and 
" how a bloody, barbarour, and inhuman murder, had lik: 

| to have been found out. 7 


Mus. Betty, to whom Roſa had flown, when fright. 
ened from her patron, felt herſelf,. ſhe ſaid, in an oddih 
kind of fluſteration; ſhe could not make out what whin 
me + maſter to ſend for the Doctor, and keep 
adam Bawſky waiting: ſo long, only to- quarrel with 
him. To covfeſs the truth, Betty's fluſteration was the 
reſult: of diſappointmenty it had been ber cuſtom from 
infancy, to make-werfeiacquainted with the ſecrets of 
her employers, if id be done by hook or by creok, 
and ſhe had by eng ale become ſo familiar with the key 
holes, that few ing elcaped her. —__ - 
- When John brake up the ſnug tete-3-tete in the little 
parlour, Mrs. Betty followed his haſty ſtep up fairs, and 
was within = hair's-breadth of her favourite poſt, when 
de hurried gur of the room again, and took his on the 
landigg de, from whence he did not ſtir till he attend- 

E. ed the dor to the carriage; ſo that poor Mrs. Bct- 
p | . continued full two hours, when the 
bell rung twice, the fignal for Roſa, and in 
_ * nillhe& the eager Betty, with the child hanging to her 
wo, pot daring to ſkip as uſual to her benefactor: 
_ «He extended his hand, ſcarce able to articulate, the 
-  Aremor on his voice, and rheum in his eyes. His © What's 
= he matter, child ??”” was followed by her ſudden ſpring 
don dee neck, aud a flood of tears on his boſom. Af. 
ter a Tew moments Betty was ordered to withdraw, and 

_ "John romattend... 7,1 1 

ae leave this curſed place, John!“ 
ſaid the Colonel 1 1 
John recoiled feveral ſteps, with horror in his look 

| * Curſed place? Penry a curſed place! the moſt ſalu- 
ens air, the bet water, the  . 
Tube Colonel ſaw the ſurpriſe, the pain he inflicted. 
3 * | A, „ Certals 
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© Certain events, friend John,” continued he, © has 


others are, all happy expeQation, abhorring exiſtence.” | 
.* Pleaſe your honour,” : auiwered John, with a flou- 
riſh of the right arm, | 


| * 


e There is « tide in the affairs of men, which“ 


60 True, John, interrupted the Colonel, « and 
mine is for ever loſt : I abhor exiſtence.” 
John's arm and countenance fell. „ 


«« Pleaſe your honour,” anſwered he, by degrees aſ- 
ſuming his theatrical attitude, oY 


©" He is truly valiant that can ſuffer wiſely ;” 


« and though your honour did Kill a 
ſure you did it like a 
A ſoldier! frien 


entleman and a ſoldier.” 


John; a foldier's ſword ſhovld: 


not be drawn but in the ſervice of his prince, and de- 
If then it be drenched to the hilt 
blood, it returns in crimſon glory to-the ſeabbard ; -- 
but het drawn, as mine has been; when flained with 
kindred blood, dearer, ah how e dearer ! than the 
pped in 
; agony from my own heart. Oh, friend John ! £7 5 » 
the varying ſcenes of life's buſy drama, it hangs ſuſ- 


fence of his country. 


vital ſtream which from that fatal hour has dro 


pended by a ſingle hair over the ſoul; while unayailing 
forrow and bitter regret lays waſte all the faculties of the 
body, 
robs me of reſt.” 


arm, - | 
Sorrow breaks le repoſing BAY. 15 


% 
OG But * | . 
« 


j 


« $elf-love is not ſo vile ies" 
* As ſelf-negleRing. 4 


_— This curſed bile, for which 3 drove * * E 


dia! Thinkeſt thou it was the lon apt the climate ? ? 
no, tis the hell within.“ 

„Ah, Sir!“ John was not yet it in cue to — his 
arm, 

46 The puta muſt a herein miniltr vo bia 
5 D 5 | 
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ſince embittered all my hope —embittered! it has 
og fc Thou haſt ſeen me at a period of life, when | 


ntleman, 1 am | 


"Tis that which marks my baggard brow, and 
To be ſure, Sir, but John did not flouriſh. his 
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"_ Doctor 


; * A 9 between the car of Mre- Betty -= 


Py 


7, 


"5 rat nrocatt oi. 


0 This little animal, by rivewing a trait of ideas long 
ſince (conſigned to obFiyion, has both ſoothed and 81 
mented me; ſhe amuſes and diſtreſſes; the is indeed be- 
come dear, very dear to me; and I could have loitercd 
here till my leave of abſence was expired z but that un- 


thought, ro John, with renovated ſpirit, cc 700 

could not diſlike the place.“? 
At this moment a kind of inddinct noiſe ſtopped the 
Colonel, and carried his man to the door. Betty was 


, "on the ſecond ſtep of the upper ſtair, pale as aſhes, in 
the act, as John thought, of aſcending. He again ſhut 


the door, and returned to the back of his maſter's chair, 
5 „He was ſure his honour could not diſlike 
en 
a reſumed the Colonel - © but the 301 of this 
little creatures falling again into the power of that wiſe 
Knight, and this charitable Doctor, haunts me, I have 


| buſineſs in London. It will be diſreſpectful to defer 


longer paying my duty at the India- Houſe ; and then, 


"when I have taken ſome care of this __ * we will 


have a month at Bath, and——” 
Whatever reluQance John might feel at acki parting 
bis native village, his ſyſtem was willing obedience ; 
refumed not to put a wiſh of his own in competition 
K his maſter's pleaſure; and therefore ſtood in the 


Attitude of attention, waiting for. orders. 
Vet the chaiſe to the door to-morrow morning, and 


give the ſervants notice of their diſcharge.” 
ohn fighed and bowed. 
he Colonel twirled his ſnuff. -box, Thou art berry 


-to leave thy home, John, but— 


3 coloured, ** 1 hope your honour,” faid he, « I 
always have the "_o to know my home is in your 


Honour s ſervice:” 
©" it 
+ England, nc his honoured maſter is expoling his 


f r wo a mind to ſtay in E ngland,” _ 
ur honour ;, Ps Brown ſtay in 


precious life!“ 
John burſt into tears, and ruſhed out of the room. 
While John was with bis mafter, there was nothing to 


=} 
\ * 
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the key hole of the door. She had ſtood with breath- 


a ſudden clap of thunder, and almoſt annihilated with 


horror, ſhe underſtood: that her maſter, the gentleſt of 


all human beings, who would rather leave the path to a 


creeping reptile than tread on it, had actually committed 


murder, and that a ſword hung by a ſingle hair over his 
ſoul. WARY. EI | 


Now, as Betty had heard of the ſword of juſtice, and 


no other ſword could poſſibly affimilate with her ideas, 
except the one hanging peaceably in the ſcabbard by the 
ColonePs bed; when the ſecond ſtroke affailed her ter- 
rified ear, in the reſolution to quit Penry, what could ſhe 
conclude but that Doctor Croak, ſome how or other, 


little to the idea of loſing a place where ſhe was ſole and 


uncontrouled miſtreſs ; where ſhe paid all the bills, and 


t perquiſites before unknown; where ſhe had a fellow 
rvant, who, beſides many civil things finee the waſhing 
operation of the beggar, had hinted, that if old Parker 
at the White Horſe died, and the Colonel ſettled in Eng- 
hnd, he did not know any where he ſhould. like ſo well 
to fix, with a good clever manager; which laſt hint 
could only allude to herſelf, he having often compliment - 


ed her on that head. The idea of all theſe loſſes and 


crolles ſo engroſſed poor Betty, that ſhe had not pre- 


ſence of mind to ſeparate her ear from its old bee 


ance, the key-hole, before John, with his face bathed in 


tears, ruſhed, as we ſaid, out of another door. 
Surpriſe, diſappointment, and grief, on one hand, 


and ſhame of detection, and fear of conſequences, on 


the” other, now ſo overpowered Mrs. Betty, that the 


burſt into that fort of hyſterical affectation which is dies - . , 


nißed by many of the tender ſex by the appellation. .of 
fitsz and moſt audibly did ſhe ſob and ſeream the! 


ment ſhe beheld John, and perceived he alſo beti*t) Yevs 


The truth is, John, whoſe heart was fraught witt ihe 


milk of human Kindneſs, had a little” liking for Beiry, = 


and a great ſtock of good will towards-all the ſons ad 


daughters of Adam. He ſoſpected ſhe had been liſlen- 
s the oral felony had inſtisted itg own-gunilte 
5 | Re | meat, 


/ 


leſs attention, gaſping ſor diſcoveries, till ſtunned as with 


knew of the murder, and that her maſter was afraid of 
being hanged? But horror at the confeſſed murder, was 
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and reſumed an amuſement that had 


5M Fortune, my dear Betty,” ſaid he; 


\ 1 
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ment, he would not aggravate her misfortune, by expoſ- 
ing her to the certain diſpleaſure of her maſter. | 
The Colonel called to know what was the matter; but 
being. anſwered by John, Nothing, ſhut his door, 
Tote afforded him 
much. pleaſure, which was contemplating the features of 
the little beggar. ah es... big) 
L am going to leave you, Roſa,” ſaid he. 
Do you know,” ſaid ſhe, hanging fondly round his 


neck, you will be whipped for two things, if you 


don't leave them off.” | 

« And, pray, what are they ?” | 
. * Saying naughty words and telling fibs.” | 

« Indeed! well, but I am not telling fibs now; 1 
am really going ways? 

And me too!“ 


« No, no; I am going a very long way.” 


: Indeed, indeed, Vl run after you.” 


«* But you cannot run faſt enough.“ | 

Oh but I can; don't you know how faſt I run after 
you one day in my big ſhoes, ang when I had ſore toes, 
and {ure I can run faſter and better, how my toes are well, 


= "and I have theſe fine ſhoes. Do you know who gave 


me*theſe ſhoes ?”? 

« Why, who did?“ Gigi BA, 82 

* Who, why you, you dear beautiful pretty little 
creature, —you gave me every thing, when I was a poor 
little girl, and had a bad mammy and ſore legs; and do 


"OV ay think I won't run after you; beſides no body will 


me love them but you.“ | 
The little careſſes that accompanied the artleſs court 
which infant gratitude was effectually paying to the 


Dolonel's affections, added to their force; he bid her be- 
whe 4 for a little flatterer, while he fondly preſſed her to 


is heart, and he ſet off for London next morning more 

intent on taking care of Nelly than paying his reſpects 
at the India-Houſe. 25 3 | 

John had in the mean time exerted all his power, both 


of proſe and poetry, to conſole Mrs. Betty, and recon- 


eile her to the decrees of fate. | 


— 


vv , . Fortune 
2 p N 0 | * 
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Fortune never comes with both hands full; 

* But writes her fait words in fouleſt letters: 

« She either gives a ſtomach and no food; 
"* Such are tbe poor in healch: or elſe a feaſt, 
And takes the ſtamach. Such are "I 
& fiddle. faddlte;” cried Betty, in a pet, “ fome 
Wfolks can ſtomach any thing.” | 
= Before Colonel Buhanun had left Penry one hour, all 
Wthe conjeRtured as well as aſſigned cauſes for ſo unexpect- 
ed an event, which at that time filled the prolific brain of 
Mrs. Betty, were circulated through the village. It was 
Wadecd altogether impoſſible for her to tell what ſhe did 
ot know ; but as far as believe, ſuppoſe, conclude, &c. 
xc. es at all the ſhops, at the White - Horſe, at Doctor 
roak's, at Lawyer Creed's, and laſtly at Muſhroom- 
place, Mrs. Betty's communications and illuſtrations were 
cnown and canvaſſed, excepting only the part of the ſtory 

at concerned the Doctor; 85 indeed was, as ufual, 
oncealed from the parties moſt concerned—himſelf and 
rs. Bawilky. . | re | 
It was a pity, a fin, a ſhame, and a wonder, — no . 
ity, no fin, no ſhame, and no wonder, according to the 
Farious ſentiments of different people: To Madam 
bawſky his guilt accounted for his monſtrous rudeneſs ; 
d the wealthy for bis contempt of money; to the tradeſ- 

en for his liberal payment of their bills; and to the 
oor, for the benefits beſtowed on them, on the old 
naciple, „ that charity covereth a multitude of ſins.““ 
and fo poor Mrs. Betty having unburthened her full 
Neart to about an hundred confidants, under ſea} of in- 
olable ſecrecy, thought ſhe might as well ſtep acroſs 

e paddock, Juſt to impart her 3 to a few ſriends 

uſhroom· place. 55 * 
Sir Solomon was at the moment he ſaw her approach, 
mouring with greedy car the whole hiſtory, brought by 
s houſekeeper from the village; a hiſtory which a 
dung man, who ſat over half a glaſs of wine at the 

Rom of the table, took the liberty of contradicting in 
de, on the ſcore of utter improbability, notwithſtand- 
ir Solomon declared that he had ſuſpected the 
veity of the Colonel's diſpoſition from the hour — er 7 — 


* ” os 
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beheld him ; for that,” like the firſt murderer, Cain, he 
Carried the mark on his forehead. 

The youth had ſeen him many times, and diſcovered 
nothing on his forchead but open benevolence and il 
health. 

| The Knight el eamplimented him on his La- 
vaterean ſcience, and ordered Mrs. Betty to be ſheun 
into the eating room where he was ſitting. 
« I am ſorry to hear, Mrs. Betty Drink a gli 
of wine, child, to raife your ſpirits. 
At this hint Mrs. Betty's ſpirits were obliged, i in bo- 
nour, to fink very low. 


— 
f 


g 

| a 

« Oh dear !” 3 Mrs. Betty. "a Ne 

. „ Your maſter, I hear, poor unhappy man,” 8 
re” Betty applied a handkerchief to her eyes with . 
1 as much dignity of ſorrow as if ſhe had ſtudied Cleopa- .. 
1 tra under John's inſtructions. * 


Well, well, the world is very wicked; but we won't 
= talk of it.“ 

«Oh dear no, Sir, pray don't,” ſobbed Mrs. Betty, 
| <1 To be ſure, child, it muſt be vaſtly ſhocking to 
= ou.” ; 
| 7 «Oh dear! oh dear!” again ſobbed Betty. 
13 «. Between you and me, Mrs. Betty, I always fav 


ie.” 


0. 


« To be ſure, your honour,” and Mrs. Betty returns 
: ed her handkerchief to her pocket, © he had a comicab 
| 3 iſh ſort of a caſt in his eyes.“ 
A caſt do you call it? 'twas een, canine, 

| downright hlood - thirſty. _ 
| The whole figure, gentle voice, and mild look of the 
beſt of maſters juſt then flaſhed on Mrs. Betty's recollec- 
ml tion.; but on Sir Solempn's adding, * Don't you think 
_ - ſo?” ſhe took the. ſecond offered glaſs of Madeira, u 
raiſe her ſpirits, and curteſying to the ground, was ©: 
. aQtly of his worſhip's opinion. 
His worſhjp.darted a look more ferocious and canit 
than any he had ever ſcen from Colonel Buhanun, at the 
youth who had not. yet ſipped his half glaſs of wi 
and civilly difmiſſed Mrs. Betty. | 
But although Sir Solomon Muſhroom ſaid he Was, d 


* _ of Mrs. 1 8 J 2 and the evidence 
1 
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bor Colonels wicked eyes, ſo entirely convinced of 
Ws guilt; though no body in the village pretended to 


it but the blackamoor Colonel deſerved to be hang- 
Wy, excepting the before mentioned youth; though even 
poor, who had been fed by his bounty, conſidered 
Ws charity as a kind of compoſition for the murder; there 
as one other perſon whom even be could not entirely 

uade the ſtory was even probable,—that perſoft was 
Sis honourable ſelf : Hi regular ſyſtem had always been, 
Admit nothing againſt yourſelf ;?” and that a man of 
he Colonel's underſtanding, (for though he had ſaid he 


e minute converſe ſo freely with his ſervant, on a ſub- 


ve nor ſolve, though ſo clearly ſtated by Mrs. Betty, 
id though ſo ardently deſired by himſelf. | 

To own the truth, it was not without great and various 
vocations Sir Solomon Muſhroom triumphed in the 


urch, where he ſometimes conde 
rge morocco covered prayer-book, on a velvet taſſelled 
ion which graced the manor pew, he had ſeen the 
lagers, chureh-warden, beadle, common cryer, and 
„ crowding round their light hearted friend, John 
rown, who was entertaining them, as. he often did, 
th ſome marvellous adventure he had encountered in 


ng the church yard, acroſs his own paddock, through 
s own park, into his own houſe unnoticed and unac- 


de in the ſecret. He rang for his white hat and 


k DoQor Croak's brains. 


:, 


& of ſuch moment, and the next quit his habitation | 
r fear of diſcovery, was a riddle he could neither be- 


of 


— 


is a madman, he knew he was not a fool) ſhould in 


moval of Colonel Buhanun and his man John. And 
late as the very day before, 2 out of the pariſh 
cerided to open a 


$ travels, while the great man was ſuffered to ftalk - 


panel. His proud heart till glowing with a ſenſe. 
o great and recent an inſult, what would, Sir Solo- 
bn not have given to be certain that Mrs. Betty ſpoke - 

e truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. * 
ide Doctor, —yes, ſomehow or other, the Door 


headed cane, and ſauntered down the village, to 4 


But DoQor Croak's brains happened to be doubly 22 
te attack of the Lord of the Manor; for 
ein very great man, and in daily expectati 


% 
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of a Scotch diploma, he had not the honour: to be C. 
len ordinary or extraordinary at. Muſhroom-place ; ud 
| Tecond, Mrs. Bawſky had never received a card of inzi. 
tation to any of the ſplendid entertainments Sir Solomot 
_ was proud of giving to. perſons of high rank: Tw 
omiſhons which ſo independant a man as Doctor Croak, 
and ſo high ſpirited a lady as Mrs. Bawſky, could by 
no means forgive; ſo that the announcement of this vit 
was followed by a look of ſurpriſe from the Doctor to 
the lady, and a knit brow-and ſcornful toſs of her heal 
in return. : 1 5 FY 
Sir Solomon glanced both as he entered; but Sir 80. 
lomon would not now have been Sir Solomon, had he 
been of a diſpoſition to regard looks, or a ſcornful to 
of the head. 3 6” OM 
Juvenile impreſſions are ſaid to be the moſt laſting; 
they certainly were ſo in this inſtanee;; for Doctot 
, Croak's fine garden was even more his hobby than hi 
fine houſe, fine furniture, fine chariot, fine friend, or fine 
n 6 | 
SY Sir — * happened to be ſeated by a bow windon, 
. ©. which commanded the whole ; and never in his life wa 
Jo ſurpriſed as at the improvements, or ſq delighted a 
at the beauty of the little ſpat before him. This begat 
an anſwer, which begat a reply, which begat a rejoin 
der, which begat all Sir Solomon. wanted—aftoniſhment 
at the news in the village. f 
The Doctor, Sir Solomon ſuppoſed, with a lock d 
Interrogation, was acquainted with the Colonel. 
« Ns,” was the poſitive reply. _ 
The look was now directed to Mrs, Bawſky, whol: 
haughty © No,” was followed by a declaration, that 
he was the greateſt bore on earth; and; Miſs Bawſky, who 
yo playing with a cup and ball, added, he was monltro 
ul. | | 
. 2 Was the Colonel in ill health ?? 
_— Ill "health !”” repeated Mis. Bawſky, with a to 
=". her bead, which, whether graceful or ungracef 
always accompanied her ſentiments of diſlike. 
The Doctor's monoſy llable, No,” preceded * 
tend bim indeed, with toſs the ſecond. 
Sir Solomon believed he was rather eccentric. - | 
get r ky | Eccentit 
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„ Fecentric ! he is brutal.” Toſs the third. 
As neither the Doctor's monoſyllables, nor the lady's 
We ofſes led to the defired explanation, Sir Solomon was 
obliged to come roundly to the point. 1 
e, for his part, could never believe any thing to the 
difadvantage of his friend, Dr. Croak; but there were 
one certain deſcription of people who would ſay, and 
another who would believe any _ | 1 
The ſurpriſe, apprehenſion, and if one might venture 
to pronounce on ſecret, turpitude, from looks, guilt, 
that now ſhot from the Doctor to the lady, and the lady 
to the Doctor, revived the hope of Sir Solomon, and 
was to him the moſt acceptable confirmation of Mrs. 
Betty's ſtory. = ; 
A lence enſued, which was broke by the laſt ſpeaker, 
who hinted, that as the Doctor was ſo generally conſi- 
dered as privy to/Colonel Buhanun's guilt ; and as in 
caſes of murder to be privy was, in the eye of the law, 
ss de acceſſary, he adviſed; a full diſcloſure of tha whole 
affair to him, as magiſtrate, and added, that his good 
"8 neigtibour, the Doctor, might depend on all the ſervice - 
in his poor power. | See 
The Doctor's countenance cleared up, and Mrs. Baw- 
ſky, Who ſaw, as ſhe ſaid, the Knight was fiſhing for 
lomething or other, would not ſo much as gratify him 
with a fingle toſs of the head. | 
Colonel Buhanun might indeed have committed five 
hundred murmurs, for what Doctor Croak knew or car» 
ed; and the idea of his being implicated in any of the 
actions of a man to whom he was ſo entirely a ſtyanger, 
abfurd as it was, at this moment rather relieved than 
perplexed him ; he left the room with a ſmile on his half 
reſtored countenance, and a very ſlight apology to the 
great man. a 6 po Ty a , ” 4 7 
All art, conſummate art,” thought the Knight. 
Mrs, Bawſky did not leave the room; but her ſteady 
countenance defied the inquiſition of his eye. r 
We ſhall ſee, thought Sir Solomon as, ſmiliug 
aug pong, he had the hongur to wiſh her a very good . 


evening. 


polled tothe Colonels houſe, to have a further confe- 
mee with Mrs. Betty. 955 80 
WT... But 


1 


Elate with the Ale werten he had monde; Sir Solomon 


ä * ; < 
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But the Colonels was literally a deſerted houſe, ai: 
I only by Roſa and Dido; the former whimpering, the 
” ,, latter fleeping on a corner of one of the ſteps, 
It would have been extremely unlike a good felloy 
ſervant, had Mrs. Betty left her maſter's houſe ſo brin. 
ful of intelligence, without ſome communications x 
home. N10 1 4 I 
Will Gardener and Jenny Cook had as many liberil 
propenſities as Mrs. Betty. It was impoſſible for then 
to conceal from their crantes what ſhe: was ſo_ eager to 
diſcloſe to hers; and though Jenny did not leave the 
houſe. to the care of the gardener till afternoon ; ad 
though Will Gardener did not ftep to the ale-houſe til 
ſun· ſet; at this preciſe minute, when little Roſa hid her 
face, as Sir Solomon almoſt ſtepped over her, the doon 
and windows were all open, arid no human being near. 
Sir Solomon had, during his converſation with Mr, 
Betty, not only given her Madeira, but ſipped himſelf 
- ſew glaſſes more than common, and ſallied out in pur 
' ſuit of news, without taking his accuſtomed evening nay, 
„ Theſe are a pretty ſet of ſervants,” ſaid he; Mr, 
Feverſham will be the ſufferer.” 80 reſolving to ſtay 
and take care of the Feverſham's property, he {at dom 
in an armed chair, and dropped comfortably into the 
arms of Morpheus; till he was rouſed, not by thieves 
though the doors il ſtood ſo invitingly open; not by 
Mrs. Betty, for ſhe was yet buſy ; but by the murderer 
himſelf,-who: ſtood before him in propria perſonæ, with 
. - the now ſleeping. Roſa in his arms. 1 gh 
The ſurpriſe of the parties was mutual. The garden- 
er and cook followed the chaiſe, which they had ſeen 
paſs, and were now running in each other's way in al 
the confuſion of ſelf-reproach. | "> 
% Thou art always in the right; friend John,“ ſaid 
the Colonel; this poor child muſt not be deſerted.” 
John looked round and round for Mrs. Betty, while 
his maſter's careſſes were divided between Roſa, who 
was, though Kardly awaked, hung in tranſport round 
his neck, and the old greyhound, who bounded tothe 
very ceiling at every touch of -a maſter from whom for 
many years he had not before been ſeparated. 
Ia the meanwhile Sir Solomon having, with ſome 
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im there, bowed and ſtammered, It was very ſeldom 
adeed he was at a loſs; but to be taken thus by ſurpriſe, 
deep, was enough to poſe his wiſe name · ſake him- 
.““ © ky ee Þ | 


oment gained by this convenient ceremony, ſerved the 
WK night to frame an e being caught napping 
Wn an arm chair, where he had neither right nor buſineſs. 
= Paſſing the houſe,” he ſaid, © in the duſk of the 
Wrening, and obſerving the door wide open, and the 
Windows not put to, he had walked in, and, to his aſto- 
Wihment, found no body to anſwer his calls, or the bell, 
Which he took the liberty to pull with great violence; 
What after waiting ſome time, not hnowing his friend the 
olonel*was abſent, he reſolved to guard the deſerted 
anfion till fomebody appeared; which indeed he thought 
he more neceflary, as there were ſome ftrange lurking 
ellows loitering about the neighbourhood z that he b 
at down, and being fatigued by a very long walk, ſup- 


dlonePs return.” 

* But how,” anſwered the Colonel, without taking 
uw eyes off Roſa, “ could you paſs this little creature, 
and not remove her out of the night air?“ | 

If Sir Solomon's ſtatement was accepted, it certainly 
laced him on the obliger's ſide of the tranſaction; and 
be never put on a cool important look with more apparent 
bropriety than at this moment. A | 
* He had not,” he ſaid, „ ſeen the child ; and as 
o the air, he believed it would not hurt her z ſhe had 
deen pretty well ſeaſoned to all airs.” T F 
The Colonel now looked up; he ſaw the colour 
donnting on the cheeks of the guardian of his houſe; 
e who hinted at the probability of its being pillaged, 
ad he not Rood forward its voluntary protector; and 
lad it been poſſible to diſcern a cage of colour in his 


et from bis heart, would have preceded his 


pology. : 

The politeneſs of Colonel Buhanun was innate ; it 
Wi inberitance from a race as noble in blood as dig. 
| | . 


+ \ 
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The Colonel returned the bow in ſilence; and the 


3 


- 


poſed he muſt have juſt dropt aſleep the inflant of the 


* 
ET, 
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en tie, the ingenuous bluſh, which a conſcious inat- 
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nmized in ſentiment; and was more adorned by the natin 
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+ benevolence and fine qualities of his heart, than it coul 
have been by the higheſt poliſh of the moſt brillant cour, 
© To feel himſelf wrong, and to apologiſe,” was in hin 
one ſentiment ; and the preſent harmony of his ſal 
equally new and pleaſing, which ſhone in bis countenanc, 
gave eloquence to the apologiſing bow. and frank off 
of his hand. True, my good friend,“ faid he, *« ſhe 
has indeed been too wretched'; but ſhe is now ſheltere 
in my heart of hearts, poor child! forgive me, Sir $6. 
lomon ; this little object is a ſource of painful delight u 
me —ſhe has renovated feeling... 75 
The rage of this converſation now was feeling and 
. apology. Sir Solomon took out his handkerchief au 
apologiſed for an expreſſion he confeſſed ill timed and il 
2 kind. The Colonel apologiſed for provoking it by 
his rudeneſs ; but he ſwore (the wicked Colonel woull 
till ſwear, even in the preſence. of a reforming magil 
trate) he ſwore he would take care the little. beggu 
ſhould never more be expoſed to want. 
The ſervants in the hall, the poſtillions at the door, 
and even Sir Solomon, almoſt echoed- John's fervent, 
% God bleſs your honour !Y” ? | 
Roſa, ſcarce. awake, only comprehended they wen 
bleſſing her benefaRor... She made an effort to free her- 
ſelf from his arms, and" claſping her's round his legs, # 
The kneeled, repeated the God bleſs your honour!” 
in a tone and manner ſo different from what he had x 
. / thouſand times before heard her utter the very ſame 
words, that he raiſed her to his boſom, and after a fen 
low indiſtinct phraſes, aſked the Knight to eat an egg 
with him. | 9 
The fealt was not a miſer's, but it was equally rare. 
Sir Solomon maſt readily accepted the invitation; aud 
the Colonel ordered ſupper, which was ſerved beſo 
Mrs. Betty, who was in no haſte to get hohe, rappel 


with no imall authbrity at the door, accompanied by & 


ſpruce footian from Mtſhroom-place. 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom himſelf, was. not more cots 
founded at the fight of his dear friend, Colonel Buhanuty 
„than Mrs. Betty, at the grave phiz-of Mr. John on! 
- opening the doo. wt 
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Fer attempt at being overjayed was received with . ' 
be moſt freezing coldneſs, ſhe had recourſe to her old = 
erer, fits, which, although very violent, failed to 
We xcite that ſympathy, and conf uently did not receive 
of tender attentions that had ſo ſoon revived her the 
preceding day. a Bob 
= The footman who accompanied her was a party co» 
Woured daſher ; he perceived in a moment the turn mat- 
ters had taken; and though he had before preſſed Mre. 
WBetty to allow bim half an hour of her agreeable com- 
Wpany,/ which ſhe was too good natured to refuſe, had 
now the cruelty to leave her to her fit, and fellow ſer- 
vant 3 John followed his example, and the fit vaniſhed as 
he returned to the parlour, leaving her too much con- 
ſounded to embrace the faireſt opportunity that could 
polſibly offer, to inform . herſelf of what was going for- 
ward ; fpr Jotin was too ſulky to come between ber ear 
and the Levhole. | | N 
The Colonel entertained his gueſt with more good hu- 
mour and ſociability than John was accuſtomed to ſee. 
He alſo drank more freely than that faithful domeſtic ap- 
proved ; and notwithſtanding the viſible reluctance with 
which every freſh cork was drawn, he called for more 
claret at half paſt twelve, and ordered John to leave the 
room. q | 
« T like this little village of your's very well, Sir 8o- 
lomon,”* ſaid the Colonel, filling a bumper. | 
„Mine ! my dear Sir,” - replied Sir Solomon, after 
drinking his glaſs, not mine; I wiſh it were; a ſmall 
late; a {prinkling of property here and there; but not 
mine, not all mine.“ 1 
Well, well,“ rejoined the Colonel, “ you know | 
beſt you have enough I believe, if you make good uſe 
of it. But I enter into no man's buſineſs or circum- | 3 
ances, I did not mean the village your's in point of x, 
property but reſidence ; and be it whoſe it will, as I faid * * 
belore,. I like it ſo well, that I am ſorry to leave it.“ 
* Leave it! how !” Sir Solomon was aſtoniſhed; it 
was 2 thing ſo neu, ſo unexpected, and fo repugnant to 
be with: He boped the Colonels reſolution was not 
Molar.” ah 
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the Colonel, like a moral philoſopher after paſſing or 
half a dozen pages of a theological: diſpute, reſumed, 


me is very fooliſh, d——d fooliſh.” 


" mined to take care of her.” 


for Sir Solomon; he no longer talked of weakneſs, but 
_ the great, the good, the godlie diſpoſition of charity; 


woas never off his guard ; he gave the bell a gentle pul, 


| J ol, with ſome difficulty awakened his maſter, and 
Is R bile, ipaime 3 in his —_— 
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46 Fixed #8 fate : indeed he ſhould 906 have been ſ 
very rapid in his movements if—" Here the Colonel. 
ingenuity and politeneſs was in a ſtate of warfare, he n. 
collected the 1 * himſelf had ſome ſhare in his haft 
to quit Penry ; but reſpect to the law of hoſpitality u. 
ſtrained his natural fincerity, and made a oe break i 
the converſation, 

Sir Solomon's eyes and ears reſted on the If - il 


This poor little animal has taken ſuch a hold of 


« Why, to be ſure, it is a weakneſs, Colonel, but 
66 Why, no, Sir Solomon, I don't abſolutely knoy 
that it is a weakneſs either; for it is ſuch an engaging 
hearted little dab, that really— 
Colonel, my humble ſervice to . 
„ Thank ye, Sir Solomon, —that really I am deter 


The determined, as it was now uttered, was ſufficient 


on which he harangued till the freſh bottle was out, and 
the Colonel faſt aſleep. 


Ik Sir Solomon was ns a little off his rn 


and his ſervant being in waiting, wiſhed John, who 
opened the door with a ſort of erect diſpleaſure on c- 
count of his maſter, and Mrs. Betty, os. dropped a lou 
curtley at way * many and many a very good night. 


\ % 


CHAP. vi 3 


en what we wiſh hs es Wake. a good 
whe reaſon for a fimple adtion. 


got him to-bed, where after one quiet hour, the horrory 


f 
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Wl i conſequence of intemperance on weak health, 
john ſaid, © murdered fleep.” | 
= That hour however was not loſt. John knew his 
ters conſtitution too well to think of going to reſt, 
Wd crofling the paſſage for ſomething he either did or 
at want, was cucountered by the weeping Mrs. 
rn, who ſought, by every poſſible excuſe, argument, 
Wnd blandiſhment, to retrieve her loſt ground in his 


= But notwithſtanding ſhe reverted to the ſad hour that 
Warried her good maſter, as well as ber eſteemed fellow 
eat from Penry, which left her, as ſhe proteſted, 
een hearted ; notwithſtanding ſhe reminded him of 
e billy he deſired might be ſettled, which from grief, 
e was not able to-think of till evening, when having 
| called in on her ſiſter, to vent her forrow, and was 
aken fo ill there, that Mr. Harry, Sir Solomon Muſh- 
Joom's under butler, who was accidentally paſſing, of- 

red, in mere charity, to ſee her home; and notwith- 
Manding ſhe declared ſhe was at that moment ready to 

vint, facts were too ſtubborn to be done away in the 
dort time John would allow himſelf to be detained, more 
ſpecially as he was ſure he had heard the parties conver- 
ing outfide the door jn a tone very free from diſtreſs, 
John liked Betty it is true, and perhaps when his judg- 
zent was moſt offended, her eyes ſhining through floods 
f liquid ſorrow, and her faltering voice, half canſeſſion, 
nd half reproach, imploring him to be friends, were 
hoſt irreſiftable 3 but her want of care, not only of the 
avourite Dido, but her total neglect of his maſter's 
dopted child, during ſo ſhort an abſence, rendered his 
orgiveneſs of her a fort of overt act of treachery to him 
nd he flung from her with a face of iron, repeating, 

« Anger's my meat; 1 ſup upon myſelf; P31 
2 4041 ſo mall ſtar ve alf hb 8 
Von had better eat a lamb chop with me, Mr. John 

ec Mrs. Betty. SO 
Jobo eee into his maſter's chamber. be 
But though he had the fortitude to withſtand her 
andentreaties, when preſent, what man exiſts, who 
vue, with his head reſting on a pillow, or the back of 
S; 4 N e 


vouebes for her fincerity, without ſacrificing his jul 
ul 
be broken hearted, leave the bills till evening, call at he 
not digeſt, was the good ſpirite of herſelf and comp 
that circumſtance, the more it pained him, he wiſhed t 
believe that natural too. | 80 
Then again, how could he in juſtice blame her { 
and called all her gods to witneſs,. ſhe had given it ; 


going over the whole tranſaction, with all theſe r 
hi 
awakened by the groans of his maſter.” 


brought the Colonel to extremity ; till it was thrown of 


" the effe&; but how was be ſurpriſed, when the trad 


received with ſuch avidity, where his maſter's ' reſidend 
bud been of general benefit ; little ſuſpecting the lh 
- - the innocent Mrs. Betty had in à report, which ncitht 
his afſeveratiqns, nor the credit of paſt benefits, could 


- Arengthened every hour, to remove Roſa for ever fr 


\ * * - 4 jt 7 
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a2 armed chair, as John's now was, can mentally reben 
the pleading of à woman whoſe pleaſing - countenary 


* 


ment to his wiſh ?. It was, he allowed, natural ſhe 
ſiſter's, and be ill. The only part of the ſtory he coul 


nion, when the ſmart double rap of the door proved a 
leaſt a ſudden recovery ; but as the more he pondered » 


the fault of her fellow ſervants, to whom ſhe declare 


charge to take care of dear little Roſa and the greyhound 
They indeed merited the fate that awaited them, that 
loſing the keſt of maſters ; but as for Mrs. Betty, aft: 


ghts on the ſubject, he dropped aſleep in the firm con 
viction, ſhe was blameleſs, - and dreamed of her 


The violent bilious attack, which John preſagel 


and again for ſome time fixed him in the village of Penn 
The faithful.domeRtic judged from his own 2 the 
villagers, while they lamented the cauſe, would rejoices 


men brought in their bills as he had ordered, to find tht 

2d blackamoor Colonel transformed into a murderer; 
nay ſo univerſal had been the report, and fo unlimited the 
credit it gained, that the very people whoſe, diſtreſs it ha 
been his delight to relieve, were among the moſt w. 
lent of his accuſers. | el 5 

Irritated at ſo ſcandalous, ànd ungrateful a calumm 


away, his native village loft all its attractions, and he! 
longer regretted his maſter's reſolution, which 10 


Penry. FL 


q , | | 
' ,*N 


which both felt, but neither could explain. 
* My mind miſgives me ſtrangely, John, about Roſa,” 
ſud the Colonel ; “tis ſuch a little delicate thing. 


There's Mrs. Betty, your honour, as good a tem- 


pered, cleanly, ſober young woman.” 
True, John; ſo ſhe is; and I was jolt rbinkings ws 


[ mean to provide for the poor child before 1 go to lu. > 


dia 
« Ah, your „ the poot abvainta will all have' a 
mils of ſuch a maſter as your honour ; but * 


* It ſo falls out, f 
« This what we have we prize not to tyre worth 5 
While we enjoy it.“ dt 91 
«And there's poor Mrs. Betty.“ 


Ay, I was, as 1 faid, juſt thinking 2 
halſe mi ght have brought her and Roſa with, us.“ 11 | 


— 


ong, your honour.” pe 1h 
Nou know [ have no 1 255 Ab. 2 : 3.6 | 


s % LC 


. by giving my little beggar a, ent to attend 508 
abe care 275 
« Mrs. Berry i is the very woman for your honour,” . 
For Roſa, John, thou meaneſt?“ he's; 
Soc bleſs your honour ] I mean for any body.” ' 
„ Well, we will dine "ay we change dei and 
colder of it.“ 


hight at the proſpect of {till having Mrs. Betty for 
Wow Tervant, and ia grace with bimſelf for having 


ie Ginper, on the princi le, that the ſooner 


London, * ſooner they would come back r 
Vo, * | 54 * E u 4 « 0 "201 - ae. The 
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Un the „ Colonel and "TR man John ſet off 
from Penry, they were both out of ſpirits, and as the 
village receded from the retrograde glance of each, found 
ao mmereaſe of dejection, accompanied by pains and _ 


40 2 they would have been 59 happy as * d is 0 , | 


As John's regret, at nig with one who profeſſed * 
much, had rendered his journey unpleaſant, he Was 


en ashe had reaſon to think, of ſome lervice to herz | 
zer returbed, and he was particular in ns | 


4 
= 
| 


„„ ran BEGGAR\CIRE. : 
= The Colonel, however, took his time; and Arhen he 


Ves reſeated in the carriage, repeated the exact words in 
| & hichche broke the long ſilence in the morning. 
| My mind miſgives me ſtrangely, John, about Roſa; 
A tis ſuch a little delicate thing}? os 
John ſuddenly recollected himſelf 3\ he hoped his ho- 
nout would forgive him ; fuch a thing had never before 
happened; he could not account for it; he hoped uo 
accident 75 N La | 3: 
t Aeitlent !“ the Colonel repeated; „accident to 
| whom, to what fr by 03 3 r 
Dido, your honour ; we have left har behind.“ 
The alarm which the ®hope'no accident,” had raiſcd, 
fſubſided; Dido had been man; years the ſolace of her 
© malter ; but though ſhe had lo none of her intereſt in 
ais affection, Roſa was a powerful rival ; and if the latter 
was ſafe, he could be eaſy about the former; as {be wa 
| too old to be of uſe, and money would recoyer her if ſtolen. 
. John, however, had a thouſand fears about Dido; he 
- _ was certainof Mrs. Betty's care of Roſa, for two rea- 
ons; one, becauſe ſhe was ſuch a good hearted young 
woman; the other, becauſe it was his partieular requeſt; 
but as to poor Dido, who had preceded him jn the fer- 
vice of his maſter, ſhe Was always ſo much #@ part of the 
4 travelling. baggage, and hefo certainly intended to tak: 
der of her Himſelf, that he had never thought of recon- 
| -mending her sven to Mrs. Betty; and how he came t 
forget her, except the was drowned in the feats his fel. 
Jo ſervant ſhed at parting, it is impoſſible to gueſs ; but, 
de it how it would, John's heart yearned after Dido, and 
be made bold to hint that, “ The more haſte the wort 
| g.“ If his-honour had taken only one day to cos. 
ſider, be would have thought of the other chaiſe and Mr. 
"Betty, in which caſe it would haye been impoſſible for 
im to forget Dido, withaut whom his honour never ti. 
| velled before; that for his heart, although he had as |iitl 
ſfſluperttition as auy ſoldier ſhould have, whoſe duty it is t9 
ot. ww the word of command through thick and thin; yet 
Dido hid hitherto been their companion in all tbeit 
©. . Journeys, be could not help forboding ſome ill 3 and as a 
© > "accident might happen in moment to Roſa, or Dido, of 
eien to Mu, Betty, — ORG) * dif- 
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rence, if they returned to fetch the objects of fo much 
onſcquence to his honour's happineſs ; for certainly, if 
the poor thing that had gamboled round his honour up 
he country in India, till his honour” s "ru ſight was 
drowned with tears, was 


Lost!“ interrupted the Colonel; « 1 would not loſe 
her for all India.” ö 
« Shall I order the ka back! 27 alked aan wt 


puthoriſed by an nos. mots back they returned apt | 
have related. 


. 41 - 
0 5 N 
* 


C HAP. VII. 9 


1 
* p 


Art, a journey to Bath, and new acpuintance X | 


By — Betty ! good Betty, "” ſaid John, — 
ng a bottle of Norris's drops on the table, to have the 


nreftrained uſe of his right arm, with 5 his "rights 
g allo . exact time, | 


| «Tis lander, 5 Fat ' 
Sd Wheſc b is ſharper than the fword ; whoſe tags: 
„ Outvenoms all the worms of Nils; whoſe breath 
Rides on the poſting pings, and doth helye 


© All corvers of the world | kings, queens and Ree, | 1 2 
8 1 +200 | | 


— 


Betty.” | | Ts» 
Ah, tis a vile ching indeed, 2 E Betty, not 


ng a fyllable in John's fine rant, but the 
ord Nlavder z and that its Alluſion was to the report ſhe,” 

d herſelf circulated of her maſter. _. . 
if John Brown could pleaſe or amuſe the Colonel, by 5 
repetition of any chit chat he heard, it was the moſt 
come part of his duty te do it; and his anxicty to 
Wei ser thing chat would have a contrary. effect, 
bs the pure reſult of the ſhare he took in all the un- 
ige that affected the mind or health of the 
0 tell a man his neighbours had been 
"wy as to —_ hue. of murder, was a ſo ſo ſort of 


| * 1 dt — l 5 compliment; 
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ier : and he Wesdcht doeh it to Mrs. Betty, 10 
5 8 a falſehood ſo un and infamous, was cke growth 
of Penry, / 
1 will, it 1 cab. replied Betty.” ry 
„ ?Tig a hard taſk,” ſaid John ; but a much harder 
one to remember it.” 
Mrs. Betty liſtened as to an . ; tho bad not yet 
heard the intereſting words, <* love ;” but faw plainly, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe could turn Join round her little finger ; and 
ſo old Parker being in poor health, ſhe went on build. 
ing callles in the air; while he who mult, be a material 
part of the foundation, ſhunned all his old acquaintance, 
. and looked aſkaunce at the whole village. 
The attack of the bile, in conſequence of the excel 
in which Sir Solomon "Muſhroom had ſhared, was ſo ſe. 
_ ious, that on its abating the Colonel felt the neceſſity 
pk an immediate return to Bath; and no longer heſitit. 
ing about the future diſpoſal, of Roſa, nor affeQing to 
conceal his liberal intention towargs ber, John was em. 
wered to treat with Mrs. Betty, who, though loth to 
© ſight of the White-Horſe, choſe rather to leave the 
ſervice of the beſt 'miſtreſs in the world, than to give up 
: ion hope of returning to Penry as Landlady Brown ; and 
1 45 with due acknowledgment to the Colonel, and 
* beſt friend, his man, accepted the Place of attend. 
ant on Miſs Roſa. 

When Colonel Buhanun leſt India, on leave for twelre 
3 it was with little expextation of returning; his 
leave had been renewed, and a few months only now re 
inet of the ſecond term. He was in eaſy circum- 
_ Nanees ; but thoſe who, judging from his liberality 

5 gave him the title of naboh, rather over-rated his for 
dune; his ſervices and ill heahh might have entitled lim 
to a ſhire of that genetous reward, which fo much cre 


* 


i 


FS age . 


" dits the Eaſt India Company, when their invalid fer a | 

| nts with to return to their native air; but he deemed far 

3 diſnonourable to quit the ſervice while it was engaged 1 

1 - im @ hazardous war, and reſolved, to return to his com ful 
| - mand witli the next fleet that ſailed. be 
"The reader muſt have obſerved, that Cone Buben I 
ſeewecd to ſtand alone in the world; and alſo unde 
A N 3 a0 11. AU North meta of wood 9; but g eag 
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n - | 
as it was; he bad folemnly abjured it, had ftubbornly 
rejected all advances from every part of his family, and 
foreſworn any kind of connection or acquaintance with 
them he bad now been a year landed in Britain, with- 
ont naming, or being named by a Bubanun; indeed the 
inflexibility of his temper had long put an end to the ap- 
plications of his family; and though he was known to 
be an honour to them, they were obliged to acquieſce in 
bs eltrangement. e dj 
Weber, however, he conſidered his next of kin as 
the juſt heir of his perſonals, whether indeed he had 
thought on the ſuhject, or Whether, like molt invalids, 
who have outlived many dngerous attacks, he ſtill de- 
pended ou ſurviving, is uncertain ; but he had never made 
any other diſpoſition of his fortune, than writing s letter 
to big father's elder brother in behalf of John Brown, 
debring him to give him five hundred pounds, and ten 
pounds a year for life. Befote be left 2 he wrote 
angther letter, in behalf of is protegee, giving her five 
thouſand pounds, and one hundred per annum; which 
letters: he had given to his man, with orders to deliver 
them as addrefled, whenever he ſhould die. 
John, to wham he conßded all his money matters, 
knew, within a few hundreds what he was worth, and 
how he had gat it. He bad made ſome little ſavings of his 
on; but having nerer looked fot ward to greater ex- 
pectations than living and dying with. his Colonel, 
thought little, and carcd leſs about who ſhould enjoy his 
maſter's fortune, when the preſent poſſeſſor was no 


The Colonel was a little puzzled about the domeſtic 
arrangements of a family. He had been molt of the 
latter part of his life in his tent, or a ſick room, and 
admitted women into neither. John was indeed always 
ie with che fait; but he knew as little of their 
rmlyeuRtoms as his maſter. . 

eee Muſhroom, who called himſelf a fellow - 
dhe late hour and good wine, could not 
berehaled admittance during the Colonels. confinement. 
lory the open hearted Colonelgave of his jour- 
return, the Knight ſaw, as he Posted, an over 
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he examined all the outlines of his ſaffron cquntenance, 

now animated by benevolence, now glowing with affec. 

tion; and contraſted it with the ebe man- 

ner in Which all his former advances to familiarity bad 

been received. Ah!“ faid he, mentally; * guilt bas 

| "hen humbled him.” But it was only mentally ; every word 

his lips uttered was adulation refined by cunning. He wa 

Warm in the commendation of the charity he 2 vainly 

| fought to repel; complimented, feelings he both ſcorned 

und ſuſpected; and ſecretly reſolved, if the Colonel ef. 

caped' the ſword of juſtice, which Mrs, Betty declared 

he was himſelf * bung by a ſingle hair over his 

Read, —if be perſiſted in his nonſenſical adoption of the 

begrar—if on enquiry he ſhould prove to be à man of 

mige fortune, which indeed he much doubted,—if that 

Fortune Was to be given Roſa z—if all theſe ifs turned 

out” certainties, why then Sir Solomon Muſhroom had 

_ "already preconcerted a plan by which he ſhould eventually 

.. # rar more ways than one. He was of courſe vaft- 

"by taken with the pretty Roſa ; and as Roſa got over her 

terror at his fight, ſhe alſo was vaſtly taken with him; 

which pleaſed him fo much, that, to the aſtoniſhment of 

þ- thoſe Who belt knew him, he actually paid half a crown 
for a doll,” and carried it to her in his pocket. 

Aſter this great effort Col. Buhanun remembered no 

more of Sir Solomon Mufhroom's real character, than 

if he had lived in the Hebrides ; and his oracle, though 

not quite ſo clear, ſecretly allowed; that thoſe people 

who faid his maſter was mad, would fay any other thing 

" as falle ; therefore Sir Solomon might not be fo very 

bad; for the devil himſelf was not fo black as he was 
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{rs Solomon, though a batchelor, was à ſott of fami- 
I man; he had nieces, if he had not daughters; he 
"adviſed rhe Colonel to viſit Mrs. Feverſham, the lady of 
whom he rented his houſe, who was now at Bath. 
„ She” Rid the Knight,” ©. can manage every bo- 
du's affairs but her own; the will take care our little is 
"vorite is properly accommodated, and recommend what: 

| Toer is requiſite to her age and ſex + | 
The Colonel was very much pleaſed at this idea; and 

tue parted with mutual profeſſions of ' eſteem and fe- 
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Two poſt-chaiſes ſet them down at one of the firſt 
nns in Bath, after ſleeping the laſt night at Devizes, 
where the Colonel had cloſetted his man and maid, to 
charge them never to mention the circumſtance of Roſa's 
origin; and to call her by his own firname, 2006-4 
t was enough for John to know bis maſter's will, 
and to obey it; he bowed in filence and retired ; while 
Mrs, Betty made a number. of proteſtations, that ſhe 
would in na one iuſtance deviate from the minuteſt par- 
title, and directly went from his apartment to a ſnug” 
2 within a bar, which brought the White Horſe at 
enry to her mind, where ſhe in confidence told the 
whole ſtory to the landlady, who with à face of afto- 
niſhment, told it her huſband, who told it the head oſt- 
ler, While he wag: overlooking and placing the baggage, 
who. was too much ſurpriſed at fo. ſtrange an anecdote, as 
« nabob Colonel adopting a little beggar, to refrain 
Ipeaking of it before his deputy and the drivers, by whoſe 
hberal communications it travelled to Bath, and by the 
lame progreſſion mounted to the parlour of the landlady 
there; as it had deſcended at the Devizes... — ; 
From the inn the Colonel ſent a card to Mrs. Fever- 
ſham, who grieved at the loſs of ſo good a tenant in her 
houſe, was preparing to return to it herſelt. 
. Mrs. Feverſham, a widow, now in the fortieth year 
of ber age, was endowed with”. good natural abilities ; 
and had ſhe not in her youth taken it into her head, ſhe 
was a great wit and a complete beauty, might have 
moved through life, admired and reſpeRed ; for her face, 
before it was disfigured by pearl powder and rouge, was 
pretty z and a quickneſs of idea, with much reading 
and retentive memory, rendered her converſation agree- 
able, before ſhe reſolved it ſhould dazzle every being, 
who for their fins were condemned to be wearied with 
the conſtant abſurdities of her ſtupendous underſtanding ; / 
yetwath all the maſculine knowledge ſhe was pleaſed to 
wrogate to herſelf,” ſhe was by fits the prettieſt trifler in 
natures would throw herſclf.into all manner of childiſh = * 
poltures, iſp filly queſtions, ſay thoughtleſs things, la Az 
* her yen folly, and apologize for it, dh ag + + 79 
mas the moſt giddy creature in exiſtence. To theſe in? 
conlitencics in her character, ſhe added an inſatiable | 
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- paſſion for perſonal admiration: having for the laſt ten 
years of her life taken infinite pains to-convince her ac. Ml 
quaintance that the received idea of the time of her na. 

tivity, was all an error of memory, and that the was flill 

a very young woman, ſhe had at length actually per. 

| ſnaded herſelf into that happy certainty ; and conſequent. 
| Ay lo fine and ſo: fenfible a+ creature as ſhe knew herſc}f 
to be, could not conceive how a whole year of her wi. 
- dowhood had elapſed, without one male creature exert- 
ing all the powers of eloquence, to prevail on her to lay 
aſide weeds which, truth to ſay, were beginning to look 
_ us weary of the wearer, as the wearer could be of then, 
The card from'a rich Eaſt Indiau, though ſhe bad 
underſtood from her friends near Penry and. from her 
confidential ſervant Betty, that he was monſtrous ugly, 
and ſhockingly _—_ reeable, ſet her into one of thoſe 
g hurries, which agitate, without paining the 
1 mind, when preparivg to receive a male viſitor, 
who is deſigned by fate, or themſclves, to fall proſtrate 
before them; in a word, this attention from Colonel 
Buhanun was bighly flattering/to Mrs. Fe: 's Va- 
. nity ; and having made a few purchaſes at Bath to daſh 
away with at the . pariſh church of Penry, -theſe were 
all unpacked, the ruſty weeds laid by, and behold, in- 
© "Read of the ſad matron the Colonel expected to meet, 2 
-pretty-trifler glided into the room, her head tottering 
under a- plume of black and white feathers, and every 
bother part of her pied habiliments ſuck as might pro- 
- perly adorn blooming fifteen. 
The Colonel Rarted'; be fancied he had been, by ſome 
_ miltake, ſhewn to another lady, and was on the point of 
apolog ifing, when beauty having, as Mrs. Feverſham 
concerved, done its part, ſhe reſolved wit ſhould have 
its turn, and opened on the poor Colonel with ſuch a 
torrent of eloquent nothings, as impoſed an- aſtoniſped 
_ Milence on him, which the pauſe in her volubility could 
not give him aourage to break, till the lady, who to ber 
infinite gratification perceived a confuſion which could 
proceed ſhe thought, but from one cauſe, with infinite 
ſweetgeſs apologiſed for her giddineſs, and adverted to 
his residence at Penry, and her regret at loſing ſo re- 
peckable a tenant. 5 N 1 
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»Agthis was a little deſcending. from alt into common 
ſenſe; the Colonel recollected himſelf, and the bufineſs 
that brought him ſo far out of bis way 66 to viſit a 
modern fine lady ; but the diſguſt ſhe inſpired rendered 
= all the little ſervices he had intended to thank her for, 
(„to ſmall importance to be purehaſed at fo great price, 
Was the bearing another half hour of Mrs. Feverſham's 
ossſceudent beauty and wit; be therefore paid het a 
on of confuſed incoherent compliment, and took an 
Wabrupt leave, followed however till the top of his chair 
was let down, by the gracious ſmiles, wit, raillery aud 
Wcompliments of the enchanting widow ; and while be 
Wretraced- with alt ooifhmeut, the ſhort viſit, which he de- 
iemipech never to repeat. She had already foretold a 
thouſand pleaſant conſcquences' from the acquaintance, 
ig it was poſiible vo more could be meant, and 
con dingly apprifed her friends with whom ſhe was then 
renden, of the neceſſity ſhe was under to poſtpone her” 
eier home for a few days. 

Ou Chlonel's Buhabun's return to his 7 ion, he applied 
othe landlady as a much more rational being, who 
lamediately recommended him to a lodging houſe near 
the baths; the miſtreſs of whioh was a Knie woman, 
aud where he and his fuite were very ſoon at home, con- 
rratulating himſelf on his was. bf from the widow Fog” 
ham. 
Although Mrs. N wha had been brought up by 
Mis, Feverſham, retained from habit a kind of ref 

ud regard for her, ſhe was, ſhe confeſſed, quite fluſter- 
nech at "the idea of her interference in thoſe domeſtic / 
mangements of ber maſter, which, ſhe thotght, could 
ot-be-in better hands than her own; and with reſpect 
6 Roſa, who could take more care of her than ſhe did 
erfelf ? The Colonel's return, therefore, from Mrs. ' = 
Fererſhazn's, and procerding to Tettle himſelf, without wo 
dee mentioning her name, was very agreceble to Mis. © 
petty,” and ſhe was" congratulating Mr. John and herſelf 
the event, when a rap at the door, followed by Mrs. 
eee loud voice, put to rout a number of agree-- 
de haftened to pay her duty, where indeed 1 
t was Noe much que, while * dane ee m” vi _ 
0 r. : | 
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"ov" bonn GIRL, 
Sir Weinen Muſroom, who we left at rr Full of 


profeſſions, reſpe ct, and friendſhip for Colonel Buhanun, 
no ſooner beard that the village was cleared from fo im. 

nent an inhabitant, than he poſted to London, burn. 
10g with curiolfty, and full of half formed plans, depend. 
ant on the its that induced him to lay out halt-a-crown 
on a doll for the beggar. - 


© «Colonel Bubanun,” ſaid he, as he approached the 


Indis-houſe: I never heard of the name; I don't be. 
lieve he is a Colonel.” But what ſaid Mr. Nellich, one 
of the firft clerks at the India- houſe, who had the 35 
being very rich, to be ranked in the dumber of Sir So- 
lomon Muſhrbom? s particular friends. 


Colonel Bnhanun is an officer of the moſt diſtin. 


guided character: the military {kill and perſonal bravery 
that alone has advanced 15 5 in a few years to his pre. 
ſent rank, is not more conſpicuous, or more generally re- 
ſpeed, than the honour "p 
rolity of his heart,” 

So then, thought our Knight, the ftory of that prat- 


- ing weneh is all falſe; my mind miſgave me ſo; vet be 


"+, 
— 


ventured to flide in a half queſtion ; As the world wa 
very malicious, whether ſpnething had not been whit: 
pered of about?“ 7 
Mx. Mellim interrupted ie. % The duel, he reſumed?” 
The Knight actually coloured. Ves, the ducl.— 
to be ſure, the ducl.“ 
It was, Mr. Melliſh ſaid, “an unfortunate affir; 
- yet the Colonel's honour and charaQer were never im. 


q en and the ill fated nobleman had declared, be- 


re he died, he was bimſelf the aggreſſor.” 
Oh ho, thought Sir Knight, then there was a mur- 
_ der. * And ſo then the Colonel?“ ſaid he with eagerneſs. 

Mr. Mclliſh was forry he could not tell his friend, Sir 
Solomon, all the particulars; as in fact the duel ile 
with the. exculpation of the Colonel's character, my 
that had been ſpoken of at the Indis. houſe. 

Though this account, in the light it now ſtood, was 
by no means of a complexion to gratify our in — 
"he was, though diſappointed, all ear when Mr. 


TY * ** in ny ſervice was more jultly tern 


bis principles and the gene · 


\ . 
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recommendation they would pay greater reſpeR. - 


Sir Solomon's inquiry; that one, however, like Aaron's 
rod allowed all the reſt. Was the Colonel rich?“ 
Mr. Mellim's anſwer, © That he was thought to be 


remembered to ſweet Miſs Roſy ; to buſy himſelf in 
bringing to maturity certaig vague, deſigns not exactly 


beggar's hiſtory ; and to prove the great intereſt he took 
in every thing that concerned his friends, by explaining 
to Mrs. Feveriham his motives for giving her addreſs to 


teQion, and meaning to adopt, wiſhedto educate. 0 
His letters arrived the morning after the Colonel's viſit - 
in Bladud-Buildings ; ad Mrs. Feverſham, who, next 


things to: adviſe, direct, patroniſe, and recommend, or- 
dered a chair to the inn, where ſhe not only learned the 


whole ſtory of the Beggat Girl, as it was brought there 


Mrs. Betty. 
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by the directors ; nor was there one to whoſe intereſt or x 


There remained now but one queſtion more to finiſh , 


ſo,” ſatisfied Sir Solomon, who returned to Penry,; to 
write a letter to the Colonel, in which he begged to be 


m_{eaſon to impart to our readers at this period of the 


his late worthy neighbour, and warmly recommending _ 
to her kindneſs, the prettieſt little creature in the 
world,” whom the good Colonel had taken under his pro- 


to being a great beauty, and, a great wit, loved of all 


Colonel's reGdence ; but on inquiring about his ſuite, the 
from the Devizes, aud confirmed under ſeal of ſecrecy by 


From thence Mrs. Feverſham proceeded to Miſs Gualt, : 


0 be both ſurpriſed and enraged, mp , 
_—_ . ow et WW WS. 
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| John entered with bis maſter's ' reſpeQs, . being a very 
retired man in ill health and bad ſpirits, boped Mrs. Fever. 


ham would pardon his decliuing to give her any trouble.” 


Wa this treatment for a fine, a ſenſible, a managing 
woman to bear with any tolerable degree 'of patience ? 
Mrs. Feverſham could not credit her faculty of hearing; 
he made John repeat the paſſage over and oyer, which he 
did with a ſolemn preciſion, as provoking in exactitude, 
even to a ene ; Bs the en rudeneſs of his 
maſter. 

What! hes he hal, on purpoſe to oblige — 


ee eee and toferve Culasel 


hanun poſtponed her return to Penry, where her affairs 
abſolutely . her preſence; after ſhe had taken the 
üble to call on feyeral of the moſt eminent people in 


; |, the teaching line, and prevailed on them to . 


the inſtructlon of bis beggar!” 
John fared; he knew how anxious his maſter was to 


3 conceal thE origin of his favourite. Mrs. Feverſham's 


langs were unimpaired by forty years wear. The word 
heggar echoed from the patlour to the hall, and was 
ſcarce uttered when the gentlemen and ladies he had ap- 
poitted were let in. 
oha in{tantly retreated from the preſenet, “ to in- 
fon his maſter of what was going forward, This is 
ine lady, Hir,“ ſaid he, with an air of 'dilgul J aud his 
arm in mort than common motion, whoſe | 
'« Diſdain and ſcorr ride ſparkling i in her eres, 
* Mif ptifmg what they Jook on; and her wit 


Values itt If fo highly, that to her 
All matters elſe ſeem weak.” | 


Colonel Buhanun now recollected how N it was 
for his friend Sir. Solemon, to write in favour of his 
 protegee, to a lady Who, as he ſaid, 14 managed everx 
body's affoirs but her own ;“ and though he thought ber 
a molt diſagreeable viſionary, with whom it was impoſ- 
._ fible for him to be in any habits of acquaintance, with- 

, out impoling a molt painful penance on himſelf; yet the 


d * : 


- trouble fe had, be allowed, taken, at the requeſt, he 


doubted; not, of Sir 8 Muſhroom, officious i in- 
"deed, but perhaps well meant, as well as her ſex, entitled 


3 S, her to e and . he . reſolved, one in. 


A N 5 N 2 2 — » 
, + * of - * o 
% > bY o ; 1 ky o 8 p 4 = 
1 | "v * / - 6 _ - 1 
1 * Af | , 1 
— , id A F 
4 MM X = - 1 « 4 1 


terview 


* * 


% 


- 


erview ſhould anſwer every purpoſe, he had alſo 1 great 
deal — heart, to engage her ſecreey, in teſpect to the 
ggarly origin of a child whom W ee and 


as 155 own. 
10 „John, ' ſaid be; « thy quotation- 18: appo= | 
White 3 but the evils we cannot ſhun, we mut: 


« Trac, Sir,” interrupted John, with a bow that / 


| = @ Extremity is the trier of fpirirs,” T3 TH 
2 an N I ag on, 
19 uns an infiit deal of nothing . 


« bas are as two grains hid in two bufkcls of chaff, you. 
ſhall feek all day ere you find them, and We you he them. 
they are not worth the ſearch.” N 


The Colonel ſmiled. Now by? it e that 90 
cat of this gentleman's countenance was ſo truly ſet for, 
the endurance of grief, ſo pregnant with melancholy, ſo_ 
void of hope, ſo <xpreſſive of deſpair, that a ſmile, in. 
dicative-of joy, would rather have diſtorted than graced. 
rhe bent brow, on which however, the ſmile of 


ſtill irradiated his habitual gloom, when he entered the. - 
room where Mrs. Fevercham was amuſing her audience 
with an account of che great obligations ſhe had con- 
ferred on this brute of a Colon, a and the 8 re- 
turns he was making. 

His preſence, — ſilenced her: There was adie- | 
nity in his perſon and manner, that not withſtanding the 
penſoroſa which pervaded every action, inſpired reſpect, 


Mrs Feverſham, whoſe reſcntful looks being a little 
mollified, the ſeverally introduced her company, 1 
Gueſt, as the firſt ltrudtieſs on the piano forte; 


eie waſter of languages; and iſs Flemmin 


RR - 
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, I beg your honour”s pardon.” N 


*. Wo | N 2 hrt 


bene⸗ 
volehce beamed with ine ffable ſweetneſs; ſuch a (mile it 
was, that followed the quotations of his ſervapt, . . 


and Javited confidence ; he apologiſed with frankneſs to 


A gi, as a divine Italian finger ; Mr. Didier, as | 


0 ng miltreſs, who enced every * ane | 
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me Colonel again s, and bowing with. politench 
=. Bonk rang for Roſa. 
| TDhe appearance of the child, for whom ſuch great 
* arrangements were forming, was got calculated to make 

' that firſt fight impreſſion on ftrangers which has been 
time out of mind the excluſive privilege of novel heroine, 

The extreme lightneſs of her form had indeed preſerved 

her from the actual deformity. of  rickets, and her limby 

were ſtraight ; but the 2 which is the certain 

. conſequence of bad nurſing, had given a molt-ungraceful 
waddle to her gait. She was very ſmall both in featche 

and ſtature. Her hair, which had all been conſigned to 

te ſciſſars, was but juſt beginning to grow, and what 

_ little ſhe had, totally hid by a thick muſlin cap, with red 

3 ribbons, as little favourable to the contour of her face a 
the gawdy 4 a pattern chintz frock was to her perſon, 
She was very hy of notice, and crept cloſe to her patron 
with fuch Jbl confuſion, that Mrs. Feverſham could FRY 
with great difficulty conceal either her ſurpriſe or diſguf, 

and actually did repeat Sir Solomon's “ Prettieſt little 

-; + ercature in the world,” with a tolerable proportion of 

« farcaſtic ſeverity. 

Don't be frightened, Miſs Roſa, af ſaid John, as he 
took the poker to ſtir the fire. 

« "Theſe ladies and gentlemen,” ſaid the Colonel, 

will comprehend I can mean them no diſreſpect in de. 
cliniag their ſervices, when they are told wy Httle girl i 
yet — 2 of the alphabet.“ 

My God!” exclaimed Mrs. 83 «why, 1 
I dare lay * the is at leaſt eight or nine years old.“ 

+ <5 This,” continued the Colonel, not attending to her 
exclamation, „ has led vou, madam, into the miſtake, 
which I exceedingly regret 

The ladies and gentlemen, whoſe natural wood ſeak 
| had been improved by an inte rcourſe with the polite world, 

-  togk leave with the reſpe& due to a perſon. of the Colo: 
nePs rank. and, reputcd riches, and a compliment to Mrs, 

. Feverſhain' for her intention, that a little reconciled het 

? to the- mortification of the morning. * 

"The Colonel and the fair widow were now Again tete 
Jalte, as Roſa had gladly eſcaped out of the . 
* be, : : n 
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THe Ydy having, with extreme mortification, per- 
Loved that the effect of her charms was not in the train 
ſhe expected,” and that her great wit would be thrown 


ofaſp, and with frank neſs, as ſhe was often pleaſed to 
all winners, aſked, 4+ What could poſſibly be done 


time?? re 
The Colonel heſitated. 


«what dayou intend to do for her? do you mean to 
bring her up zs an object of charity? becauſe,-if fo, 
there are e ſchools enough, where ſhe may be made 


knows; that is my way; 1 always make ſervants. - Or 


proper people ; indeed I think, if ſhe were put under 
the care bf ſome ſenſible woman; what I mean by that, 
7 Woman of the world; one who knows men aud 
things, who" - if t L l 4 

The Colonel abruptly riſing, ſaid, he would eonſider, 


get the poor child was in exiſtence; defired bis compli- 
ments to Sir Solomon Muſtroom; wiſhed her a pleaſant 
journey to Penry; and left the room. n er 

Again was the poor widow ſurpriſed and diſappointed. 
It was neceſſity, not inclination, that condemned her to 
return'to Penry ; where, excepting her empty houſe, the 


had no affairs that ab/o/utely required her preſence. + Her 


Irend at Bath, who was a lady of character and fortune, 
dad derne with-her, while her houſe was let, from a mo- 


ceededthe term of invitation; and as the time of her 
urn had been fixed, and ſhe had received a very hand- 


ny face, continue longer there. But her ideas had, 
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"30 
away on e odd and \frightful a being, prudently turned 
het thought to the part of the buſineſs fill within ber 
with fuch a little ignorant thing, who had loſt ſo much 


«Bat before I ſay other word,” added the videwy 


Wefub; may, L would, indeed, to oblige you, take her 
wier my own eye; I taught that girl, Betty, all ſhe 


do you mean to adopt her? You muſt in that caſe have 


and with a return of the unfortunate tremor on his voice, | 
added, that in the mean time he would thank her to for- 


o benevolent liberality ; but the viſit had already | 


be artig preſent from ber hoſteſs, ſhe cbuld not, with 


ee chat was natural to her, fixed on the Co- 
e who, having great fortune and ſmall ſenſe, 
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he and his U might, in return, ſhare the great 1 
vantage of ber ſuperior underſtandiug. be 
This was a grand defign, and like many other gra 
defigns; eaber-planned than executed; but loth 10 00 2 
to relinquiſh hopes on which both vanity and intereſt 
reſted, the ſent for Mrs. Betty, and interrogated her 
in tęſpect to her maſter's humour, diſpoſition, intention 
towards Roſa, and finally, what he was worth. 
Hetty had been taught every thing by Mrs. Fever. 
ſham 4 ſhe bad an inſtinctive penetration when. her own 
interelt was at ſtake, that rendered her more than a match 
for her miſtreſs ; ſhe had been indeed too long in abſo- 
lote poſſeſſton of all the authority and advantage of go, 
verument herſelf, to think with patience of any innon- 
tion or alferation ; and accordingly took care ſo to frame 
her anſwers us to add to Mrs. Feveriham's diſlike of ber 
maſter, and contempt of his protegte;; nor did the fail 
to enforce the extreme politive ' obitinacy of his charac- 
ter, which, right or wrong, made him perſiſt in what- 
ever him ks ok in is head; meaning, no doubt, to 
convitice her mittreſs, that his partihg with her was final. 
If ladies, who covet power they never poſſeſs ; who 
'  faney conquelts they never make; and whoſe glaſſes talk 
to them in apocrypha ; would but conſßides, when they 
confide fects tha exilt only in their on pretty ideas, 
to the boſom of à friend, how many little embarraſſing 
inventions mult follow, to ſupport the firft ſacrifice of 
truth to vanity, they would for their own lakes perhaps 
be more moderate; - 
Mis. Feveriham had, in the triumph of bay heart, after 
- Colopel Buhanut's firſt vifit, repeated a thouſand civil 
| things he never ſaid, which, if not an abſolate declars 
_ tiofi of love, amounted to all but She had affected to 
alle advice in regard to her acceptance of ſo brilliant a 
| -, ſettlement. She had alſo, on the receipt of Sir Solomon 
-  Mutſhroam's letter, given the contents an air of the ut- 
moſt importance, and had received from her friend, the 
names of the people the had fo Fel. directed to 
attend Her at the Colonel's. 

Lady Harwood, the reſpected wiſe of a reheral off 
cer, now abroad, of liberal mind and moderate fortube, 
W the * marks of OW and even 415 
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tity, when Mrs. Feverſham made her the <td of - 
ler conqueſt. * Buhanun was a name to which her cars 
ad once been familiar; but it was alſo ſo common, and 
led fo.many Wifferent ranks and departments, abroad 
nd at home, and the perſon with whom ſhe had formerly 
Ween acquainted, Who bore it, was ſo unlike what our 
olonel was deſeribed, that her ſurpriſe was merely the 
ﬀe&t of an aſſociation of ideas, which ſeparates: as Mrs. 
Weverſham's Rory inereaſed in credit. 
On the firength of | this new conqueſt, Lady Harwood 
ad wot only invited, but adviſed Mrs, Feverſham's do 
Wiouance ſome time longer at Bech. | 
What, in ſuch a predicament, nol poor Mes. wei 
am do!? Confeſs to the only relation of her deceaſed. 
— who notieed her, the ridiculous vanity by which 
he bad been ſo compleatly ſelf deceived ; allow that her 
denaty and wit had not only failed to attract, but was 
reated with every mark of diſguſt? No, that was im 
dle and Mrs. Feverſham, who was on. ſuch familiar 
bit wich truth, that ſhe ſacrificed it without ceremony 
pn alloccaſions to' vanity, had, in paſſing the ſmall paze 
f ny between - the South n — Bladud's- 
inge, made up her ſtory. _ 
Ia the firſt place, on a ferond i es with — Ach 
bob, ſhe had found him ſo ugly, ſo diſagreeable, - 
ger and Jow_ bred, ſo unlike her dear lamented Mr. Fe- 


Fm 


«ham, and fo totally . unworthy to ſucceed: that good 
that notwithſtanding his great ak, and, her 
Be 2 income, ſhe had found it impo to bring. wal 


md to accept his ofered hand. 
This: Lady Harwood, from her own feelings, readily 
lowed-to be natural. 

Secondly, the Beggar Girl, as 1 was e 
he as ſhe believed in ber conſcience, was his own 
e by ſome dirty drab or other, was a little bold, 
ulgar look ing thing, ſo ignorant that it v be im- 
eee gay thing of her. 

Andboltly; in order to avoid the importunities of * 
and Colonel, and excuſe herſelf to Sir Solomon Muſh- 
m, her rich neighbour, for declining to trouble her- 
deo born adoption, ſhe would reſume her 
0 uitting Bath u. WII ; 
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As Lady Harwood could not ſuggeſt an inducemey 
for any miſrepreſentation on the part of her gueit ; ax 
as her own heart coincided in the objections to a fecal 
choice, ſhe applanded both motive. and act; a place wy 
accordingly taken io the next two-day coach, and cre 
Preparation made for her departure. D 
+ | Mrs, Betty, whoy when ber own intere t. was ſecum, 
could not diveſt herfelf of an habitual reſpect for he 
former miſtreſs, called at Lady Harwood's, to pay br 
Auty, and bearing ſhe was in the way to be freed frog 
te apprehended interference, was profuſe in profeſſion 
of attachment, and regret at parting with ſo good a lady; 
and as Mrs, Feverſham was a little fore abqut her pr, 
ferring the ſervitude of Colonel Bubanun to her's, e 


o return to her place when the blackamoor Col 
left land. *: FW G5 + | 
Harwood 's only daughter, about twelve yen 


age, was attended by her mother's. favourite maid, 4 a4 
damſel of forty, who, for the honotir of her lf T 


uſe; invited Mrs. Betty to tea, partly out of reſpel 
2 Feverſham, but principally to indulge. ber om 
.cunoſity, and amuſe Miſs Harwood with a full and ine 
account of the little Beggar Girl, which ſhe not ouh 
get from her voluble viſitor, but a promiſe to let her a 
file ſee the object of their eurioſity, when Mrs. Hann 
ld return Mrs. Betty's-vifit. - 
This happened ſooner than either party expected; 
Lady Harwood hearing a- rumour of ſome news that 
arrived from the Weſt- Indies, where Sir Charles was, i 
off for Briſtol within a few hours after Mrs. Feverlha 
left her;; and her abſence giving Mis. Hannah and Mi 
opportunity, Roſa was, for the firſt time in her life, 
troduced to-a-play fellow of her own ſex. 
. The life and ſpirit of Miſs Harwood, who under ti 
eye of the beſt of mothers, had made a rapid progrelsi 
' _ Female attainments, could not fail to over-awe Roſa. | 
She was à tall well grown girl, a little ſpoiled by 
dulgence,. but perfectly good natured z. and the eig 
curiolity which the hiſtory of our little beggar firlt 
ed, ſoon changed into a, warmer ſentiment, Proud 
ber own ſuperiority, ſhe undertook to inſtruc her 
acquaintance ; and Mrs. Hannah, an abigail of git 
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ſtein hats, caps, gowns and bonnets, affe cted an equal 


erer in the improvement of her new friend, Mrs. 
Betty ; ſo that before the Colonel had made up his mind 


9 the arrangements neceſſary for the commencement of 


be edncation he wiſhed to give Roſa, ſhe had become a 


Wreat proficient in the firſt rudiments: of all learning, 


Winder the tuition of Miſs Belinda Harwood, and a very 
ell dreſſed little belle under the direction of Mrs, 
annah. » 8 Ak ot N * ; 
Mrs. Betty's own taſte reformed, or rather new form- 


ww implied every thing faſhionable and expenſive. 
The flowered frocks were diſcareded for fine muſlin 


ſhes, and ſhoes, en ſuite, ſucceeded ſo rapidly, that 

Betty and ber charge were very ſoon the ben 

nils and maid that walked the creſcent fields. | 
The gloomy and hopeleſs ſtate of mind in which we 

pund Colonel Bubanun, at the beginnin 

rs hiftory, had, impereeptibly to himſelf, gradu 


Md of miſery, all the bleſſings which under heaven he 
ouferred on her reverberated on his own feelings; and as 


den as he contemplated her intereſting countenance, he 
dngratulated himielf on ſaving a female” from probable. 


lellruction, the lineaments of whoſe features, and even 
be found of whoſe voice, played on his delighted fancy, 
| the fame moment that they renewed the agonizing 


iemory of -perſons and ſcenes it was bis wiſh, but not his 


oe to forget. It was he knew, chance that had given 
dis protegee the reſemblance ſo intereſting to him; for 
0 kind of affinity could in the remoteſt degree poſſibly 


en de continually reminded him; yet his mind once 


eie while employed in the conſtant. exercife of ge- 
ougHenevolence towards her, that life, though de- 
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I; the made avery liberal uſe of the Colonel's unlimited 
irders to buy for Roſa every thing e wanted 3 which 


nes, made" at the milliners. ' A profuſion of hats, capo, 
drefled _ 


of the beg- 
lnged from the hour he determined to protect the 88 


ersten the child of ſuch parents, and thoſe of 


pelied with che idea, her claims on his tenderneſs en- 
leg every hour; and happily for Rofa, he now dif. 


redo its earlieſt deareſt hope, might not only be en⸗ 
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The time uſually devoted te infantins inſtruction is, 


fſectly underſtood the advantage of having -nothing u 


wood, being taught by a gentleman} of ſcience, bc 
lyqutt.. The Culoncly equally delighted and. amuſed by 
an avocation that gratified his tceling heart, was a cov 
ſtant aſſiſtant to her-preceptor,; and perceived, with is 
lation ſo fort unately raiſed by her acquaintance with Mii 


mamma, ſbe was allowed to cultivate; was no {mal ad. 


5 and to adopt the imooth and polite phraſes which he 


burgh, in the tenets of the Ek of Scotland, er ald 
preſerve his devout integrity, au yst he addicted 10 po- 


how a cuſto f 
rancour, barbariſm, and vulgarity, fhould in his b. the. 


' bility/ of his temper, Which originated, in certain bitter 
._ xecolleCtions. of paſt eveuts, ſubſided as he felt. the je- 


the act; aud the apathy: with which he bad couſidered 
all the futuritics of his mortal exiſtence was no more; be 


_ © unprotected ; and how to diſpoſe of her at preſent, aud 
8 2 for her in future, was the ſubject of manf u 


_- How inſiuitely Aifferent were the fx. months non 


Palled at Bath, with Rofa to educate, to improve, ih 
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deed was paſſed; but Colonel Buhavun, like the genen. 
lity of his countrymen, was a claſſical ſebolar, aud pe. 


with kim; and the firſt rudiments. of Roſa's cdi. 
cation, excepting only thoſe ſhe received From Miſs Hu: 


porn ; he engaged a teacher. of eminence. to hve iu the 
houſe 
language became poliſhed, and her pronunciation perle& 


finite ſatisfaction, her hourly: improvement. The env. 
Harwood, which, with permiſſion of that young lady! 


pantage and the peculiar delicacy of her ear ſoon taught 
Her to reject all vulgariſms in her common converſation, 


heard from her benefactor aud well-bred tutor. Tie 
Colonel indeed was not only a good ſcholar, but a pes 


fect gentleman... Every reader. will not, perhaps con pr - 
bend, how a: perſon educated at the college of Edu 


fanc ng; and-it may be Rill, more difficult. to cx A 
„which in common minds, is the prot of 
reſult of exceſſive fe ling and humanity, ; but the iris. 


ward of his digntereſted benevolence in the very letter of 


no longer thought with indifference of that progteſz of 
paſſing time that would return him to his ys nor of 
hat- more ſolemn event which muſt leave Roſa wholly 


r of painful meditation... 
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et Un from thoſe which had laſt year been devoted to 
e eovery of health he did not . and the prolon- 
tion of an exiſtence of which he was weary. \4 
© Whatever was the ſecret canſe of that grief, that 
iftalte'of Tfe, that hopeleſs ſorrow, that agonized ſen- 
Whibility, which had for years been the predominate feature 
in his character, the effect was, at leaft for the preſent, 
Euſpended; "Time no longer lagged on leaden pinions,— 
it few, it vaniſhed, and the period when he muſt actually 
leave Eogland, or reſign his commiſſion, was within one 
month of Expiration before he could reſolve to think it 
mut de z for as to leaving the ſervice during the war, 
that was an act his honour and his courage equally for- 
bid; pet to part with Roſa z—to tear from his mind 
that ſoothing, that delightful new found antidote againſt 
long endured anguiſh to leave a mind fo docile, fo 
gentle, ſo ſenfible, and yet ſo ſtrong,” that he had begun 
to fear the little weak tenement of clay which incloſed it 
way not deſtined long to contain fo capacious a refident 5 
to leave it expoſed to ſufferings his preſence might avert, ' 
the idea became every moment more and more painful; 
one of the apprehended evils however, gradually vaniſhed, 
anda ort time proved, whatever perfections he diſco- 
vered in her mind, her perſon bid fair to equal. 1 
Regular diet, exerciſe, and chearfulnefs, gave by de- 
grees a tint to her complexion equally delicate and bloom- 
ing; the fallow fickly bue was no more, the cheeks which 
meagre want had pinched filled out to the exact line of 
beauty, and their animated glow added a brilſianey to 
ber melting hazle-eyes, which ſeemed to dart their daz-. 
ling beams through long filken eye-laſhes in all direc-- 
tions z her brow was not exactly a penciled arch, but 
far more pleaſing, and ſome ſtiades more dark than the 
ſoft auburn, or rather chefaut hair that already defied” 
the Taps confinement, and ſhaded her fair neck and fore- 
head ber features, though regular, were more touch- 
mz than ftrking, and Ker mouth had a dimpled faſcina- 
ei bet it, that even in her mendicant ſtate wus ir- 
r R 
of her perfoh altered with the improvement 
enance; an caſy elegance ſuperceded the 
der carriage; her ivory neck was ſupported by 
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Gioulders that ſeemed to fall with every movement; he 
grew tall, and gave every promiſe that her maturity woul 
be beauty formed by the graces: ſo at leaſt thought the 
partial Colonel; and the child he raiſed from ignorance, 


©. weakneſs, and miſery, became at once the object of hi 


affect ionate admiration, and that ſource of delightful 
amuſement. 
"The regiment he commanded was flationed ſo far up 
the country, that at Calcutta ſhe would be as much ou 
of his immediate protection as in England ; to take her 


do camp with * was impoliible, ee part with her- 


nh _ were at Bath ſeveral families ho bad courted 
his acquaintailce in India, and who would gladly hare 
E the ſame reſpect to his character wherever he was; 

ut a diſcovery of the claims of his young favorite, on 
his aſfection and care, had, while it excited general cy- 
rioſity, failed to excite as general compaſſion. 

Mrs. Betty walked with Miſs Roſa in the Creſcent. 
fields Whenever Mrs. Hannah walked with her Miſs. 
Lady Harwood admired the ſweet mildneſs of Roſz's 
difpolition z' and bearing from her ſervant ſuch prodigies 
of her aptitude, and good temper, condeſcended to ex- 


amine and approve of the rapid progreſs ſhe, was making 


in her education ; and not only allowed Miſs Harwood 
to be often. with her, but recommended her | amiable 
manners to her daughter's imitation ; but there were not 
many Lady Harwood's at Bath. 7 

The ſtory. of the beggar got abroad; every body was 
anxious to know the particulars of fo extraordinary a 
circumſtance; and to do Mrs. Betty juſtice, every body's 
cunolity was amply gratified. 

John was always in the habit and humour of punQually 
obeying bis maſter; he was a long while mute, whea the 

ntlemen's geatlemen wiſhed to draw him into conver- 

ion; but when he found Roſa's hiſtory was a ſceret 
every. body knew, be acquainted the Colonel with thc 
ſtate of the matter,” adding, in-a low voice, and his right 
arm at hard work, 
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it your bones, * b 20S; * 


* The wiſe man's folly is anatomized, 
« Even'by the ſquandering glance of a Tool” 


ad though | | 1 0 N 
en ee | ; 
Ran on the green ſod ; nothing ſhe does or ſeems, 
+34 5 ſmacks of ſomething greater than herſelf.” 
— What king {o ſtrong 2 
6 7 tie up the gall i in Landerous tongues. 


4nd he concluded by declaring he believed it was diſ- 
overed by witchcraft. _. 

Colonel Bubanvn, vexed, mogztified, and ditooncerted, 
laid, in his own mind, the whole blame on Mrs. Fever- 
ſham; and Lady Harwood being ber intimate friend, 
was an rele bar to his acquaintance with her; it 
was not, he thought, in nature for a reaſonable being to 
be in habits of friendſhip with one ſo abſurd and ridicu- 
Jous ; and his averſion, to her increafed on hearing a thou- 
ſand filly anecdotes of ladies and miſſes, who ſneered, 
(comed, or laughed at his little. beggar... 

But-while the Colonel's affections were more bound to 
Roſa, as he found ſhe was deſpiſed by others, time ad- 
napced with unaltered pace ; a month, a little month, 
only remained, before he muſt leave her to that hard, that 
pitileſs world he had long inured his ſoul to abhor; and 
his anguiſu and regret grew every houranore inſupportable. 

The Colonel had been civil, nay pleaſed with Sir So- 
lomoh"Muſhroom previous to his leaving Penry. Had 
the Knight aſked for a thouſand pound or two, or double 
the fam, as 1 loan, the Colonel would have parted with 
it without inquiring about ſecurity; and this, according 
to ſome, and perhaps molt. people, was the refine- 
ment of Bend. But if any e readers — 
alk about thoſe feelings, x 


That generous friendfhip, which no cold ole knows, | 
Warm with one love, with one reſentment glows, | q 


we mult be ſo fincere as to ſay, nothing of the kind ex- 
led in the boſom of Colonel Buhanun towards Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom, not even when having wearied himfelf with 
* and Glwranging * tor Roſa during: bs ab- 
-. _* Tence, 
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ence, he reſolved to leave Bath, in order to take his 3. 
vice asa man whoſe judgment he thought was as good, 
and whoſe knowledge of the world, was much better than 

his 6 un. ee £44. 
John's mind was little leſs agitated than his maſter 
when he received order to pack up. He had employet 
many of his l-iſure hours in calculations of how many 
weeks, days, hours, and even minutes he had to be fe. 
low ſervant with Mrs. Betty, while that provident gir, 
who calculated as well in her way, and knew the exad 
progreſs ſhe was making in his affe&ion, buſied her aGtire 
mins about the future management of the White Horſe, 
little ſuſpecting the impending blow which threatened to 
cruſh all her hope for ever. 

| . a. ; 
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CHAP. VI 


„ What is the life of man? is it not to ſhife from ſorrow i 
« forrow? to button up one cauſe of vexation and unbutton 
„ another?“ n „ | 


Hap Sir Solomon Muſhroom been appriſed of the 
time when the Colonel and his ſuite would have arrived, 
he would, he ſaid, have been in waiting at the hotel, in 
hope to prevail on him to make his poor houſe his home; 
but he was not; and the Colonel being ſettled hefore be 
ſent his card, there was an end of every thing on that 
head but profeſſions. - | A 
Sir Solomon's joy was unbounded, and what was ex. 
traordinary, it was fincere, He was going to the Houle 
of Commons, but engaged to return to dine. His 
prancing horſes then drove off, and our Colonel jolt 
in a hackney coach to Leadenhall-ftreet, where he made 
his bow, and heard he had but a few days to ſettle a thow 
fund affairs, he returned to the hotel fatigued, out d 
' ſpirits, and out of humour. Ps E 
Oh what a ſweet doll, papa, cried Roſa, holding 
up a fine dreſſed wax figure ; * did you ever ſee any thing 
ſo pretty; and who do you think gave it me ? that Sit 
| * N < -- , ſomething? 
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ſomething 1 forget ; but he ſays he is coming to ſee 
you, and he will come every day, and bring me more 
dolls, 1f you let him; do, papa, let him; and he ſays, 
I maſt love him when you are * but you won't go; 

w won't leave your poor Roſa, will you?“ 

Tears ſwam in Rofa's eyes; the Colonel ſighed, aud 
ahamed of the want of E 1 that had retarded the 
determination on which he had no longer time to bei. 
tate,. retired-to his room, and rang for John. 

.« Well, friend John,” ſaid he, I have finiſhed my 
bulineſs, and given orders for expediting every thing.” 

«© Your. honour lets no graſs grow. ner, your tet 
* to march is the word.“ 

lighed as he finiſhed his ſentence. . He had #24 Y 
4 ec, concealed a very heavy heart from Mrs. 
Betty, who reckoning on his melancholy, as a proof of 
increaſing affection, carolled away, Veet paſſion ß l! 
love,” with one eye on John, and the other on * 2 
White-Horſe. $1 | 

« All,” continued the Colonel, hour raiſing his eye, 
or changing his poſture, “but that which mot intereſts 
me; poor little Roſa, what can I do with her?“ 

Betty, and pleaſe your honour,” ſaid John; „ Bet- 
ty is. a very good, truſty, ſober, faithful young EIT 
man.“ 

* f know thou thinkeſt ſo, 1 John, but , 

«© Pleaſe your honour,” ſaid John, raifing on tiptoss 
ad putting out the pleated frill of his ſhirt, “ if a man 
who has the honour.to be a ſoldier, and to ſerve a gen- 
tleman, and who regards his word, may venture to aſſert 
any thing poſitive reſpecting another; 1 know fo, 


« There is no art to n. eonſtruct ion in 1 
To be ſure ; and N 15 


There is no vice euere, pz fumes dee mack of views. 
n its outward garb.;” 

— | 

will not Joubt os Ie, i nor thy fr friend wee? ; 
i retain her to attend and take perſonal care of 
«Hp Sol,” where ſhall I Place them ? who will take 


ber mind ? a wing that opens into Mets gy 
* | 


You. 1. * 
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John bebtsted aſter a pauſe, © 1 cones” faid 
| rubing his forehead, © -- i, 


„ womenrare not | 
> - 4 Ir theit beſt ſortunes ſtröng.“ 


Aud 

Fa 6 — an will perjure „ 0 

| The untouched voſtal.“ 7 — 
| But as he would leave all his Shakefpeares with Mn 

Betty, and as in them there were leſſons for, all rank 

ſorts, and hzes ; rich and poor; young and old; big 

and low 

Does Betty ſtudy Sbakeſpeare 2 aſked the Col 

nel, with a ſmile that had more grief than curioſity in i, 

She has, promiſed to begin your honour $ but a [ 

know how ſhort a time I have to teach her, 1 have nt 


— 


the heart. 
And yet I have known thine” a very ſtout heal 
John.“ 


Ah, your honour, the heart to face a foe, and the 
{ heart to leave a friend, are 
Very different,“ ſighed the Colonel; ve "A Rok 
what ſhall 1 do with poor Roſa ?”? 
Sir Solomon was that moment dais, and the 
Colonel, on entering the fitting room, found him on th 
, beſt terms with Roſa, who ſat on his knee, talking abo 
F 
19 Sir Solomon was overpowered with joy to ſee the C6 
lonel, and with ſorrow to hear how ſoon he was to lea 
Englatd ; wiſhed he would favour him with any cos 
mand; nothing on earth could make bim ſo happy as 
be of the ſmalleſ> ſervice, and hoped he might be pet 
mitted now and then to viſit his {weet little. friend, Mü 
Roſa. 
The Colon@ having ſeri Roſa away, communicatth 
without reſerve, the difficulties he was under about {: 
tling her; the regret he felt at parting with her ; a 
the handſome 3 in point of fortune, *. meant 
do for her. 
Sir Solomon's 3 em never * with mo 
ſplendour than at this moment: he inwardly laughed 
the Nur. Colonel, * 1 fooliſh. * qr” b 
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Telted folemnity be lamented the loſs the ſweet little 
reature would ſuſtain; and after a ſhort pauſe, during 
which every motion of his countenance was eagerly 
uched by the Colonel, ſuggeſted the only proper. and 
rady alylum for a child in her ſituation, which, had the 
olonel been at all in the habits of ſaciety, or the cuſ- 
dom ok the world, muſt have 2 to himſelf, name · 
Wy, 2 boarding- ſchool, | 

Sir Solomon went farther ; Ss had, be faid, two or- 
phan nieces, whom he was educating at Mount Pleaſant, 
boarding-ſchool within two miles of Penry, kept by 
| lady hole character and example were equal vouchers 
or her chgibility to the undertaking. 
The Colonel was inſtantly ſtruck with the iety 
pf the plan; for which he thanked Sir Solomon with 
0 cxcithels that proved how much his mind was in- 
ereſled in the happineſs of his favourite. - | 
Sir Solomon was all good nature and politeneſs; ; he 
pot only recommended the ſchool, but offered to take 
po hunlelf the charge of arranging every thing for the 
Colonel, even to. paying the bills in his abſence, and, in 
ſhort, to treat Roſa as a third niece. *' - 
Now then it. was when that ſame feeling which warms 
he generous oye and fills it. with ſympathy and affec- 
bon, tor an object it both loves and reſpects; now is 
as that the Colonel's ſoul guſhed in torrents from his 
Wy 2 greet Sir Solomon Muſhroom as the friend of 
118 as 
Air Solomon was affected alſo, really affeted, by the 
bent grace with which Colonel Buhanun put into his 


draham Newlaud, to the amount of two thouſand 
Cd for which he offered, but for which the Colonel 
tbſolutely refated to take, an acknowledgment. | 
© Money; Sir,” faid the noble minded Bubanun, * is 
iegodof difkonour.. Ah! (friking his breaſt) what 
not to deſpiſe it; yet now, when for this 
mz fake it becomes of value to me, nove when * 
eee to be a miſcr, do I not commit to your 
me your humanity, that dearer truſt who will inhe- 
Catia all.” 
ar Solomon 8 handkerobief was applied to his 8 | 
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hand a ſmall 1<d caſe, containing a few remembrances of 2 
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beg to conceal emotions, but of what nature the 
- author ſayeth not. © 
Dinner - paſſed with an increaſe of efteem and warm 
on the part. of our Colonel, who having given the rein 
to confidence, overflowed with the milk of human kind. 
neſs ; and the Knight took his leave at an early how, 
with a profuſion of profeſſions of all ſorts of Friemdſtip 
John was immediately ſummoned to partake of ky 
maſter's tranquil ſatisfaction. 
But an incident had foreſtalled the intelligence, a 
” turned poor John's mind topſy-turvy. This was u 
bpb ther than a new edition of Mrs. Betty's favourite exp 
riment on the key-hole of the door, When her geit 
mind Was diſturbed by a defire of knowing any parties 
"lar thing, which appearances proved was not deſigned 
be committed to het diſcretign. 


When Colonel Buhanun's mind was in a tate of ini e 

tation or agitation, he had an invariable cuſtom of tu 

on verſing whatever apartment he happened to be in, vii 
i. a velocity i in bis paces, in perfect uniſon? with his intern an 
feelings. th 
Now. when John was before edit this was pt 

1 eiſely the caſe; and as there had of late certainly ben e 
. ſomething extraordinary in the manner vf both maſe lo 
and man, it was not in Mrs. Betty's nature to reſiſt the RP 

- incitements of curioſity; ſhe advanced towards the ſcene 

of action, with all poſſible precaution, and removing ty" 

powdered curl which now adorned her ſmart head du 

f Was a ſecond time ear witneſs to a converſation that hin 
for its ſubje& the total ſubverſion of all ber happinck alt 

preſent — expectant. ro 

In all Betty's provident ſchemes of future great! not 

-Gnce John had dropped the hint of taking a clever nfl 

nager to the White Horſe, the pretty bar that fronten 

two roads, with an arch over the ſeat in the middle, bag 

corated all around, above and below, with bright and 

canters, glaſſes, and china bowls, was the dear vil fine 

+ | that infinuated itſelf into all her waking dreams, whic wil; 
3 conſtantly indulging, ſhe had brought to ſuch a 0 1 
tainty of ſeeing realized, that fhe had communicated 2 


to her friends as a ſettled thing, that whenever it [hom 
pleaſe God to releaſe old Parker from his pain, ſhe ſho 
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which, ſhe received from them a regular account of the 


- 


anfllord. - 18 ö os al 
But heaven and earth! here was a diſcovery ! here 


the train: of greatneſs ſhe had ſet down-'as her abſolute 
nght, but expoſed her to the ridicule of her confidents, 
and would moſt probably oblige her to ſeek a freſh ſervice, 
where the muſt- have a miffroly iaflead of being one; to 
fy nothing of the loſs of a lover” | 
Brimful of indignation, ſcorn, anger, regret, and al 
the tormenting ſenſations, that, from the ducheſs to the 
dairy mand,..agitate the female heart, when a lover, who, 
whether they like too much or too little, is on the point 
of ſippinge that chain which intereſt, affeQion, or ca- 
price w 


and all "ear z and while John was buſy arranging the 


Ming in che eating-roem; ſhe had the good fortune to 


eig anoblerved to her ſtat ion at the key- hole, in the 
entical minute when the future ſettlement of Roſa was 
lo_adroitly fixed by Sir Solomon Muſhroom, in direct 


lubrerfion of the intereſt John had been making for her. 


Per pretty indeed!“ faid Mrs. Betty, wiping the 
dear o vexation from her ſcarlet cheek, and fo after 
making myſelf a flave-to this beggar, after ſoiling my 

ngers in cleaning her from her filth and naſty rags; 
er going to Bath, merely to oblige my maſter, and 
trotting after his little beggar from place to place, for 


| wing in the world but a little wages and a few pre- 


ent Iam to be fobbed off in this manner, with a 
Wonen e, wages I ſuppoſe, at the diſcretion of that old 
mag of meanneſs and. deceit, Sir Solomon Muſhroom ; 
me Mr. Johs too, with his honefly' and probity, and 
fine Ipeeches-out of books, and. his flimffams, a pargury 
in, | — f f 1 
Mrs. Betty's: paſſion- was now rather beſorehand with 


F 3 6 


de landlady 'of the White Horſe ; in . conſequence. of. | 


progreſs of a diſeaſe that muſt ſooner or later leave the 
White-Horſe, and all the defirables about ity to another 


mas a diſaſter ! that not only dropped the ſcene on all 


ink with adamant. Not a breath ſtirred, 
not a door moved on the hinge; but Betty was all q- | 


berveracity ; for though John certainly did love her, 
eee hinted his idea of ſettling at Peury one 
Gy or other, yet as his maſter's return to India was as 
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realize ; and all his perjuries were the meanings ſhe choſe 


as to the holy ordinance of marriage, and the etceter:' 


never entered hi. 
5 cited the obſervation of John, had not his faculties been 
all abſorbed in the pain of the 8 ſeparation, 


be very diſtreſſing. He laid down his knife and fork, 


than any earthly being, but his king, and his maſler, 
good leave and bleſſing, make her his lawful wife. 
"neſs and vows of affe&tion which John, with an achiog 


_ ordained, ſeemed to have a contrary effect; as how in- 


no notion of that. 
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fixed as his refolution to live and die near him, he hat 
too much integrity to give hopes he did not intend t9 


herſelf to put on his Wise attentive, and affeckionate 
behavidur; once indetd, after -a warm embrace, he did 
ſwear he never had ſuch a regard for woman' before ; that 
while he bad a ſhilling ſhe ſhould not want fixpence; but. 


ſhe had ſo compleatly fixed in her own mind, they bad 


With pale cheek, quivering lip, and inflamed eye, 
Mrs. Betty ſat down. to dinner. © 
An appearance ſo unuſual would undoubtedly have ex. 


„ Sob, Mr. John, at laſt,” faid Betty with an hyſle. 
rical ſob, ** you are going beyond ſea 1 Jod.“ : 

_ John was not prepared for the attack; although as the 
time of parting drew near, he was anxious to break : 
matter to her, that, judging by his own feelings, and her 
many proofs of good will, be could not but expect would 


and fixed his eyes on the fire. 

The flood-gates of Betty's eyes gave way; torrents 
of tears rolled down her cheeks, and John in vain endes. 
voured to ſooth and pacify her, till, as the laſt effort to 
conſole the afflicted damſel, he made the declaration ſhe 
had fo long anticipated, and ſwore he loved her more 


and that if he lived to come back, he would, with God's 
Betty's tears flowed faſter than ever; all the tender- 
heart uttered, in hope to reconcile her to that which fate 


deed could it be otherwiſe, confidering how ſoon old 
Parker was expected to die, and that inſtead of ſtepping 
out of. ſervice into the ſnug bar, with a neat hand-bell 
before her, ſhe was in danger of waiting on herſelf a 
long as ſhe lived ; for as to remaining in a comfortlels 
ſlate of celibacy till the war was over, indeed ſhe had 
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As this ſource of grief was unſuſpected by John, he 
could only attribute it to an exceſs of that tenderneſss 
which filled his own beart, and he ſo kindly ſympathiſed 
with her, that his tears flowed as faſt as hers; and his. 
ſighs were quite as audible, and ſomewhat more ſincere. 

In ſuch a moment, with the fair mourner in his arms, 
her head reclined on his boſom, proteſtations of love on 
one fide, anſwered by threats of deſpair on the other, no 
wonder his maſter's bell had thrice rung, without power | 
to roſe the tender lovers from the grief into which ther 
were gee . 0 5 — * 

The Colonel, who diſliked being attended by the wai- 
ters of the hotel, went himſelf to enquire for his ſer- 
rants. and entered the room appropriated to his people's 
uſe, without being perceived. y RW 
; What a ſight were two weeping, deſpairing lovers to 
A wan of bis ſenfibility, on whom the ſorrows of the 
tender- palßon had more effect, than any other ill to 
which man is heir. 8 F or 

Up ſtarted John, taking care nevertheleſs to oo 


the head of the weeping damſel gently from his boſom. 

The Colonel faltered out ſomething about a bottle of 
claret, and retired. « Me 2 

John tried to rub off the redneſs from his eyes, and 
made them more red. Inſtead of claret he drew the cork 
of a bottle of cherry brandy, which had been given 
Mrs, Betty as a ſpecific againſt fits, and carried it with 
trembling hands to his maſter. | 

"The Colonel immediately found the miſtake, and by a 
look Ggmfied it to his ſervant, who in his zeal to rectify 
one blunder committed half a dozen more. 

Me, John,” ſaid Sir Solomon, looking ſignificantly, . 
has been beginning to take leave, I fancy.” | 

Ves, Four honour,” anſwered John, with a flduriſh 
of his right arm which demoliſhed a rummer on the fide» 


o 


«Dry ese hath drunk our blood.” 8 | 
The Colonel, as if rouſed from a reverie, told him be 
oiipenſed with any farther attendance that day, and John 
ceurned to Betty. e _—— 
5 j T4. e 
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Tue chief mate of the India ſhip, in which ehe Co. 
| lonel had engaged his paſſage, who was from the north 
| A of the Tweed, waited on him early the next morning, 
| 


\ 
[| 
| 
| 
| 


to know if he would honour him with any commands; 
and happening to ſay, an old ſervant of a Captain Mac. 
pherſon's, who had died in his paſſage home, wanted to 
return to India, the Colonel became rather inquiſitive 
about his abilities and character. . 
One remark the reader may make through life, or he 
may, if he pleaſe, ſafely take it on the credit of others, 
| No true Scotchman ever loſes an opportunity of ſerving 
= Himſelf, or recommending a countryman; and a Scotch- 
| man who did not prefer a countrymau, to any other 
claim whatever, would be an heterogeneous being. 
Is the man a Macpberſon ?” aſked" the Colonel. 
No., pleaſe your honour,” ſaid John, with his uſual 
BY apologiling bow, for being ſo bold as to anſwer a queſ- 
uon addreſſed to another, ** his name is Buchan, James 
' Buchan, he attended Captain Macpherſon whien your 
honour firſt went to India.“ EY | 
Thou knoweſt him, friend John?“ 
Know him, your honour;—as well under favour 2 
I know myſelf; he's ff. | . 
The conſtant ſervice of the antique world 
When ſervice ſweat for duty, not need.“ 
| Do the ſervice of a younger man UF 
The Colonel took his hat; he was going to viſit Sir 
. Solomon Muſhroom, and aſked the mate to walk part of 
the way with him. | 25 
| Sir Solomon Muſhroom, with whom the reader has 
yet but a kind of faſhionable viſtthg acquaintance, was 
a man who would not only turn a guinea an hundred 
times before he would part with it, but turn, and turn, 
and turn again, before he ceaſed to worm himſelf into 
any counexton* from which he ſaw a proſpect of advar- 
tage He was naturally of ſo induſtrious a ſpirit, that 
he never beard of money thrown away, as in the caſe of 
the blackamoor Colonel, without an ardent defire to be 
amopg the pickers up; never heard of an advantageous 
bargain, without long ing to be purchaſer 3 never wii 


acquainted 
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acquainted. with a wealthy man from whom he did not 
get ſome erumbs of comfort; nor with a poor one whom 
he did not cpntrive to make more poor, and very hard, 
no doubt, if certainly would have been, had a gentleman” 
lived on his manor, under, as he ſaid, his own noſe, by 
whom every individual in the neighbourhood but himſelf, 
ſhould, in ſome fort, be benefited ; and that a few ſcat- 
tered guineas from a ſickly, whimſical ſtranger, ſhould 
lace in camera obſcura all the great qualities of a leige 
lord among bis own vaſlals. y 
It was not poffible for John to be in habits of cordial 
familiarity with the villagers of Penry, without hearing 
of the nches, the intereſt, the power, the rhetoric, the 
pride, rapacity, avarice, and tyranny of the Lord of the 
Manor. He had not indeed ſhocked the ears of his 
malter with repetitions of all he was told, but had in 
eral terms, at different times dropped, that the per- 
rcd occupied the great houſe, and owned the fine 
park, was a hard maſter, an oppreſſive landlord, and a 
tool of miniſtry. | | f F = 
With the impreſſion ſuch a character could not fail to 
leave on the Colonel's mind, no wonder he was hard of 
acceſs z when the Knight ſo carneſtly courted his acquaint- 
ance, 0 * 7 | 
The fine ſpring morning on which this tale opens, was 
one of the firit opportunities that had offered, for a per» 
ſonal trial, to compaſs what he had many times eſſayed 
dy polite meſſages, without ſucceſs, during the oecafio- 
nal rebdence which his duty, as a pillar of the conſtitu- 
ton, allowed at Penry. SY © PROPANE 
At Sir Solomon's elegant town refidence, and ſome- 
times at his villa, he gave entertainments as luxuriant 
and expentive as the moſt extravagant man of faſhion of 
we age z but as theſe were an immolation of his deareſt 
feelings,” a facrifite of avarice to ſhew, which coſt him 
many'a bitter pang, he paid the ſtricteſt attention to 
every other part of his domeſtic out- goings. . 
orace Littleton, the young man who preſumed over 
da gh of wine at the bottom of the table, to differ 
" opinion from the Knight over his bumper at the top, 
when the Colonel was found guilty of murder, was the 
mea of Sir Solomon Muſhroom's charity. The lad 
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had been got rid of for a few years at a Tree grammar 

ſchool in Wales, where the particular foundation on 

Which he was placed, had given to his talentł and ability 

| all they wanted, „early inftruQtion.” When he was 

| maſter of the dead languages, he had right to be ſent to 

| college; but belides that, this would be attended with 
| 


ſome ſmall expence in addition to the ſettled allowance 
from the foundation; it happened at a time when, un- 
fortunately for the youth, Sir Solomon Muſhroom; chu- 
fing to out-do himſelf in oratory, diſcovered in-him ſome 

_ talents which he found at that period particularly uſeful. 
= Horace was well read in ancient hiſtory ; he was not only 
| a reader of eloquence, but eloquent, himſelf, and could 
—_ wine compoytions with alluſions to, and quotations from 
7 mary authors, of - whoſe names Sir Knight had never 
heard. Thele compoſitions, by help of a good memo- 

ry, and great attention, Sir Solomon could fo blend with 

his own local ideas, as to excite attention in the houſe, 

+ and form two columns in a daily paper, for the inſcrtion 


-of which, after a retouch by Horace, he very liberally 
paid. | _ 
Beſides the honourable ent of ſpeech making 


. for a member of the Britiſh parliament, Horace was a 
1 kind of ſecretary, and ſteward at Penry; he anſwered 
all letters of buſineſs ; collected rents, and kept a regu- 
las account of receipts and diſburſements ; for all which 
ſervices he had the run of the houfe, whole clothes, 
©, dined in the parlour, and was allowed the excluſive pol. 
_ ſelſion of an old library. | | 

Maſbroom- place, the nem old manſion which had for 
ages nodded its proud turrets over the village of Penty, 
in ſuperior grandeur and reſpect, was more properly neu 
fronted than new built, as-ſeveral grand apartments were 
yet landing behind the new ereQions, among which was 

| W. | | 2 3 
0 the only literary erty, of any eſtimation in 
Sir de, if 4280 we 14 not except the 
gik red morocco covered prayer- book in the manor-pc, 
were. Journals of the Commons and Burn's Jultice ; the 
furniture of the old library, which, he had claimed #8 
Part of the building, when k was kngcked down to him, 
_ , Wexeay little valued as underſtood ; and though oY 
30 ; | 3.240 | | N 
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Horace to execute his taſk with good humour, it was 
neceſſary to be ſometimes civil to him, yet the more wiſe 
Kaight thought.the old library and its occupier perfect- 
ly appropriate. | 

Horace had but juſt pecped into the world through 
the medium of his patron's conduct and diſpoſition z 
neither of which ſtruck him as of half the value of one 
of the worm eaten books moulding on the ſhelf of the 
old library he therefore left the former to what amen- 
dations heaven 1n its wiſdom ſhould pleaſe to ordain, and 
devoted all his leiſure hours, to cleaning, arranging, and 
ſtudying the contents of an apartment Ge was permitted 
to call his own. 

If Colonel Buhanun had any political biaſy, it was 
anti-miniſterial. No Scotchman had then been. at the 
head of public affairs ſince the nobleman whoſe wiſdom - 
and private virtues endeared him to all who had the ho- 
nour-and happineſs to know him, and rendered him the 
object of abuſe to thoſe who did not. When therefore 
he beſtowed a thought on miniſtry, it was merely Wont». 
parative ; too partial to the innate worth of his honour- 
ed countryman, to ſeparate public conduct from private 
worth, he could not allow merit where it was eva. 
conſpicuouſly due. 

Sir $olomon, was on his part, the ſlave of ul who - 
had the diſtribution of loaves and fiſhes. He had already 

amaſſed a princely fortune under the auſpices of a noble- HA 
man high in office, and lived in daily hope of. a conti- 1 

nental war, when he might again be a commiſſary, and wh | 
heapwealth on wealth. Relying on the entire ignorance , 
of a man who knew not the value of money, he endea- 
ured to impreſs him with profound” admiration of his 
talents. as a ſpeaker in the ſepate, and as the wiſeſt of 
mortals aut of it. He ſent his own man to him with 
the political pamphlets on the fide of miniſtry, and the 
important newſpapers. containing his own ſpeeches, as 
loon as they were printed; in an{wer to all which, if the 
te Colonel returned any anſwer, it was a ſhort =» 
phiſfipic againſt venality and corruption. N 

Waker and corruption! that was very good, from 22 
man too who. had made a fortune in r wh 
. 4 1 | | | % 
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. clerk treated with reſpe& that name of which he had 


+ Horace to the old library, from which it was an Hercu- 
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He had next proceeded to adviſe; but-as all his tropes 
metaphort, figures, and fine ſpeaking. could not, in the 
ſimple Colonel's idea, ſeparate the wiſdom of the orator - 
Fa the faults of the man, that too failed; and the 
Colonel had continued to throw away his guineas in 
ſpite of remonſtrance and advice, and this ſo increaſed | 
the contempt of the Fm "wy that it _ hecame 
downnght hatred. 

* Colonel Buhanun ; 1 avoir heard the nume! I dom 
believe he is 4 Colonel, * quoth Sir Solomon. But the 
reſult of his enquiries at the India-houſe, where every 


never heard, had now wrought a ſudden change in his 
ſentiments ; we have ſeen his averſion to the man ſuc- 
ceeded by a ſervile reſpecho his fortune and character; 
and we have now ititroduced to the reader a book- loving 
youth, who kept accounts and wrote ſpeeches. | 

This lad, kept as Sir Solomon echtes, on charity, 
was of late become rather troubleſome; it was indeed 
whiſpered in the family, that he had claims on the 
Knight, of which he was bimſelf but too ' ſenſible, and 
in conſequence of ſome preſumptuous conduct, had ſo 
far forfeited the favour of his patron, that he declared 
bis reſolution to bind him apprentice to ſome trade, 
whereby he might earn his own living; but every pro- 
poſal of the kind, and even the offer of being put in the 
train to be made an exciſeman had been er by the 
youth with reſentment and diſdain. 

Sir Solomon Muſhroom: imputed the ruin of young 


lean labour to- remove him. The young man who bad 
ſeldom ſixpence in his pocket, had indeed few tempta- 
tions to go abroad; and his inaQtivity gave a fallow huc 
to his complexion, that took at leaſt from his beauty, 
however it might improve his underſtanding. 

But notwithſtanding the indolence and ingratitude of 
2 character, which was the conſtant topic of Sir Solo- 
mon's "converſation in his abſence, he had not ccaſed to 
treat him when preſent, with more reſpe& than was ap- 
parently due to 8 nit uat ion; and the ſecret reaſons for 
that implacable dif, wh, he now with- great difficulty 
| concealed, were thele Tao __ * who pally 
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for the nieces of Sir Solomon, and had been brought uß 
in habits'of intimacy with Horace, had already, altho' - 
the-eldeſt was not ſeventeen, and the youngeſt not fif- 
teens. betrayed certain ſymptoms of regard for the young 
man the reverſe of diſguſt, which if indulged, threaten- 
ed to overturn all the plans that had coſt the wiſe Sir 
Solomon more than can be now explained, to bring 
about. EE <1 I 

Sir Solomon, who had himſelf never been diſturbed 
by any of thoſe five drawn feelings which revolt at be- 
traying the confidence of innocence, ſaw the advantage 
that might, and therefore he doubted not, would be taken, 
of a fondneſs, which, particulaily in the eldeſt and fa- 
vourite yonng lady, was every day more perceptible; he 
had even the penetration to diſcover a deſign to run away 
with one of his heireſſes, was at the bottom of that pride 
in Horace, which produced, as he ſaid, not only indo- 
lene& but impertinence; and he determined, at the riſk 
of his reputation for oratory, to get rid of ſo obnoxious 
an inmate, even if it coſt him a few hundreds to do it 3 
but the obſtinacy of the ſullen Horace had hitherto - 
balfled all bis ſchemes. N wa a 27 

Sir Solomon was too wiſe to hint his apprehenſions 
tothe parties concerned, but reſolved, from the moment 
he underſtood the Colonel's return to India was certain, 
and that he had intereſt to procure a fituation, to Which 
pride could not object, for Horace, to make himſelf of 
luch conſequence to the former as ſhould give bim a 
nght to aſk a return of good offices. | | L 

He had balanced. between avarice and fear, till a re- 
centunftance of Charlotte's increaſing partiality rouſed 
him e action, and relying on the urbanity and gene- 
rhty of the Colonel's temper, opened his deſigns on 
the-morning in which this hiſtory now ſtands. 
"His introductory prelude, as was often the caſe with 
him, was a panegyric,on the perſon, whom, next to the 
Colonel, he moſt hated. Horace was, he ſaid, an or- 
deen e family, left by a concurrence of itrange gvents, , 
her on his charity. His abilities were ſo much 
more mediocrity, that it would have been barharous to 
em of the advantage of education. Few young 
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men iu ay ſation could-in that reſpe& equal kim, Sir 
Solomon here heaved a+ profound ſigh. 

The Colonel, his whole heart open to the protector of 
Roſa, hoped he received the beſt reward true benevolence 
could receive, in the happineſs of its object. 

Sir Solomon heſitated ; he turned his face away; be 
even drew out his pocket bandkerchief, and ſighed. 
again. - 

The Colonel was all attention, * 

Still advancing under a maſked battery, Sir Solomon 
proceeded only by hints and inuendos, teu explain that 
the youth was incorrigibly idle, proud, vindictive, and 
treacherous ; that he had endeavoured to ſtab the bref 
that had foſtered him, by ſeducing the affęctions of bi 
darling niece, and with that object in view, refuſed to 
. of any ſituation out of the family. 

ith all the colourings of Sir Solomon there wa 


. Jomething in this ſtory that warmed the Colonel's hear 


towards the young culprit. 

For an indigent youth, even under his ron $ roof, 
to find all ſenſe of obligation too weak to defend his 
_ "Heart from the charms of his heireſs, was a fituation in 
which he knew it was very poſſible honour might find 
itſelf ; and he enquired with the tremor on his voice, if 
the young lady's affections were fixed on this deſigning 


"youth, 


% Not yet,“ and Sir Solomon devoutly thanked God; 
« but if he was not removed, Yet he could not find 
in his heart to treat the ill judging boy with harſhnes; 
and what to do with him 

Thus far had Sir Solomon proceeded Me. a-fkilful en. 
gineer, and was well prepared to go much farther; but 
the Colonel recollecting that in taking on himſelf the 
fortunes of a youth ſo * to his friend, he ſhould more 
engage his kindneſs to Roſa, as well as ſeoth the mind 
of a youth whoſe paſſions might be his ruin; and not 
_ doubting the truth of a ſyllable he heard, eagerly ſwal- 
 lewed the bait, and offered to procure an appointment os 
the Bengal civil eſtabliſhment, if Sir Solomon thought 


tie young man would conſent to accept it. 
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Accept it! ſaid the overjoyed Knight,“ he mul 
Dee 3 he do not, hehe.“ — 
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dapper and timely recolleQion, that Horace had hitber- 
to obitinately rejected all the good things that had been 
offered him. ** If—if I have any weight, —any—— Ah 
Colonel? never, never can I repay this obligation, —but 
your little Roſa—yes, ſhe ſhall be dear, —ſhe—" 

The Colonel interrupted what was intended to be a 
moitmoving ſpeech, by a warm embrace. © 

The bargain was immediately ſtruck ; Horace Little- 

ton mult be a writer in the India Company's ſervice 5 
his future welfare the Colonel made his own ; and Roſa, 
the only dear object of her benefactor's love, be to Sir 
Solomon,—what indeed was ſhe not to be ?—as dear as 
his own nieces, with whom indeed, ſo great was his at- 
tachment to her, he hinted ſhe might poſſibly ſhare his 
fortune 3} and ſo ſtrongly did this intention ſeem to be 
taken up, that it required a vaſt deal of reaſoning on the 
part of the Colonel to perſuade the generous Knight 
luch an arrangement would be not only unjuſt but un- 
necellary z ae he ſhould make her his own ſole and un- 
doubted heireſs. _ A ſecond. embrace, with feelings one 
party could not, and the other would not, give to words, 
Rated the compact. 

Dir Solomon's next care was about the neceſſaries for 
ſoJong a voyage. The Colonel, while he held Rofa on 
his knee, inſiſted that too ſhould be his concern. 's 

i Solomon could not bear ſuch exceſs of generoſity, 

On 3t was nothing—a trifle to be repaid in ſweet- 
meats'to Roſa.” | | ; | 

Be it fo,” ſaid the Knight, bowing with a look at 
Roſa” warth a million in her patron's eſtimation, © He. 
wen took leave, to inform Horace of his good fortune, 
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4 ui CHAP. VL |. 
Sbetuiag the difference between parting with, and getting rid 
| r of a friend. | 


FA Horace LITTEETON, when he received his 
— -patron's ſummons, to go for the firſt time to the metro. 
| polis, was reading the Æneid of Virgil. He coolly put 
” the book in his pocket, ſtepped into the chaiſe, and 
was found by the Knight in his parlour, by the emben 
book a fire he was too much engaged or too indolent to 
tir; Virgil on the table, and without a trait of curio. 
ſity or intereſt on his countenance, reſpeAing the ſum- 
mons he had received. di 2 
XxX Sir Solomon augured no good from an- indifference 
that could not increaſe, and had not abated ſince his laſt 
2 offer, to bind him apprentice to a corn. dealer at 
vegate: he however commenced his harangue in the 
. uſual flowery ſtile, that preceded every new ſcheme to 
get rig of his dear Horace. | "m8 
Parental fondneſs, unbounded affection, grief of heat, 
kindneſs, and protection that ſhould end but with life, 
were ſeverally profeſſed and enlarged on; then came the 
intereſt he had made, the trouble he had taken, the ex- 
pence he had already been at, the ſums it would yet 
coſt ; nothing indeed in compariſon with the returns 3 
genius like his might in a ſhort time make. 
Horace liſtened with the moſt frigid apathy, and 21 
c he marked the paſſage he was reading, before he cloſed 
the book, his lips Here to reply ; but Sir Solomon, 
. Who at this moment dreaded nothing ſo much as an an- 
ſwer which he ſaw, by the turn of the young man's 
countenance, would be unpropitious, deſired him to 
come to his ſtudy early in the morning, wiſhed him 3 
very good night, and abruptly left the room. 
In the ſtudy, then, the next marning, Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom . waited the tardy approach of the youth, 
whom he had every hour fince the ** very good mig: 
at parting the evening before, conſigned to perdition, 
3 | 8 15 Pe * 
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but whom he now received with an appearance of placid 
feRtion. N e ee el 
Horace affected neither to thank, or be obliged by the 
rrofelſion and exertions of his paternal friend. A con- 
ſed remembrance: of ſolemn promiſes, which the hoſt 
if heaven were abjured to witneſs, and which, like the 
un- beam on the clear ſurface of the water vaniſhed with 
hat bright orb, bad left him incredulous and reſentful; 
is memory tenacious, and his ſenſe of injury acute. . 
When Sir Solomon, after a repetition of all the fine 
hings he faid'the night before, —after parentheſis within 
zarentheſis, and circumlocations without number, named 
e place of his deſtination, repugnant ſuſpicion darted 
om the eyes of Horace, and he coldly but reſolutely 
epatived the whole propoſal. 1 | 
The moſt conſummate art and preſence of mind were 
this moment inſufficient to calm the anger, or conceal 
be dilappointment of the outrageons Knight, | 9 
Perlnaded no man in the predicament of Horace Lit- 
leton, without friends, money, or even a home, if de- 
rived of his, would refuſe to go well accoutred to the 
ndies, to ill" a lucrative poſt, if he were not ſure to 
ke a fortune with leſs trouble at home. Mir inte- 
it, bis fortune, bis Charlotte, all, all, muſt be the goal 
Force's ambition. It was too much; he gave way 
fury g a torrent of invectives, upbraiding, and inſults 
ceeeded 3 and he at length demanded, in a voice of 
under, of the undaunted youth, if he expected to be 
antained in 1dleneſs for ever ? | ; 
The eyes of Horace flaſhed fire. When you offer 
choice; T'ought to make a propoſition I dare accept ; 
ow will fad your maintenance and yourſelf are my 
on; migtortune may reduce me, but I will never de- 
rde myſelf; nor by my own credulity ſanction vile 
uny.““ ek | 48 
vir Solomon Muſhroom bluſhed in his turn; his large 
ay eye eh under the piercing black ones that dated 
to his very foul, | | 8 
ee fine ! vaſtly fine!“ ſaid he; “ ſane» 
on villany —ery well, —but I Lou you, Sir.“ 
e, Sir,” replied Horace; „ we are then 


for Tow. You 100.“ * Wes 
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Sir Solomon's red was no more; _a-ghaftl 
ſpread his roſy gills; his lips pac ohh, g N 
with ſomething more direful than rage, and was advan. 
ing to ſtrike the pre ſumptuous youth, when the Colord 

entered unannounced, with unuſual alacrity in his look, 
and was not more ſurpriſed at the apparent violence d 

his cool phlegmatic friend, than at the haughty, indy. 
nant pale face, of the intereſting young ſtranger. 
Sir Solomon's features reſumed their uſual placidity 
with more eaſe than quite pleaſed the good Colone, 
who, like the countryman in the fable, could neither 
comprehend or approve the art of blowing hot and cold 
in one breath; he however liſtened to the apology with 
complaiſance and attention. | 

The Knight, after many ſolemn proteſtations of 2. 

fection for the young man, adduced his inactive turn, aud 
rejection of ſo great an offer, as the provocation to that 
exceſs of paſſion, he was aſhamed his friend had witnef. 


He is partial, perhaps to his country,” aid the 
Colonel, eyeing him with peculiar regard; „few young 
men leave Britain from choice; but, Sir, if you would 
. conkide.” _ 2 | | 
I There was an involuntary reſpe& to the dignity of the 
young man's deportment,—a ſort of ſympathetic tender 
re to. his arphan ſtate, in the Colonels addreſs, that 
- diſpelled the reſentment which frowned on his brow, aul 
left the uſual ſadneſs of expreſſion in his countenance. 
The Colonel obſerved a change, which he attributed 
to ſecret paſſion, and remembered Sir Solomon's appte- 
henſion in regard to his niece; he could not indeed look 
at Horace, and believe him a metcenary deſigner ; and 
though he knew ſuch things were, was more inclined ts 
confider-his rejection of an appointment really advants 
.  geous, as a proof, that young as he appeared, his heart 
was enflaved.; and in this point of view he became mort 
- intereſting, add more the object of his compaſſion. 
My good Sir,” faid the Colonel, advancing, 20 
taking the hand that ſeemed to bang lifeleſs to his inan 
mate form, there is ſcarce a change in this varia 
life to which ſome feeling of the heart muſt not be 
erificed time may reconcile you, as it has done me, 8 
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Je wol cruel deſtiny ; learn of me what it is to ſuffer, 
und yet be a man, if you accept my prbteRion.” | 
Horace ſtarted ; he gazed at Colonel Buhanun, and 
at Sir Solomon Muſhroom ; he doubted his ſenſe of 
hearing 3 looked wildly round; then his eyes, reſting on 
the Colonel; * Your's Sir! did you ſay your's? your 
ection * BE. 7 4 ns | 
« What is there, Sir,“ anſwered the Colonel, cold- 
ly, © fo terrific in my protection? it has been often 
vainly aſked, but never before refuſed,” — © © 
Horace could not ſpeak ; the film that deadened his 
fine eye diſperſed ; he wiped the ſweat from-his fore- . 
head, knelt on one knee, his ſpread hand on his breaſt, 
and burſt into tears. «KP ließ * 
« What's the matter now!“ cried Sir Solomon pee- 
viſhly. ati | N | 
The ſympathizing Bubanun thought the poor youth 


with an exprefſion in his eye that iniplored pity; the 
rye of Sir Solomon anſwered a flat negative; he knew 
ll things had their ſeaſon, and remembered Roſa, « I 
am forry, Sir,” ſaid he, addrefling Horace, „you are 
lo averſe, but if —”* „ Averſe ! averſe ! Sir,“ atlength 
jephied the agitated” young man, averſe! ah great 
God ! you know not, Sir, the heart that would glory in 

gdevoting all its faculties to the commands of Colonel 
onen. Averſe } what, to look up to a man of ho- 
nour, of humanity, for favour and protection ! alas! 
was in deſpair of ſuch happinefs, that the enthuſiaſtic ar- 
your of youthful hope expired; that I ſtood in ſullen 
apathy, deſpifing the miſerable exiſlenee I languiſhed ' 


ound tay you are my protector. You ſpake of coun- 
es yes, this happy iſland may be dear to thoſe who 
ave Kindred and inheritance ; bor for me, wretched, 
ora, unallied, poor, ' and. inſulted, outcalt from every 
bie that unite the happy relatives of ſociety, that coun- 
ie where it will be remembered, with all my 
retehedneſs, I too have memory, have feeling, and am 

man.“ | | md a: 


Wat,” ftamimercd the Colonel, © this can't be 
pas be all rant.“ N ; 
4 | , * Horace 


3 


was torn with hopeleſs. love ; he turned to Sir Solomon 


0 relign. Jay, Sir, oh once more bleſs me with the 


\ 


in the common intercourſe between good ſenſe, good ne- 
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to my girl; have 1? yes, I will be thy protector, thy 
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bo knew from his own practices, how ſeldom appear. 
his ſcheme. | | 
ed him, certainly did not ſay much for regret at changing 


ſprings of worldly actions, as be was in thoſe of urbanity 


while others, that is to ſay, every handſome young man 
of eighteen, without fixpeace in bis pocket, will per. 
haps envy Horace Littleton. | 


which even Sir Solomon Muſhroom now treated him, was 
the touchſtone of his ſtrength of mind; he ſoon left the 


rendered her amiable and intereſting to Horace. 
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Horace lovked no lying evidene. 
, «© Well then,” ſaid the Colonel, 7 an got a boy 
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father, and little Roſa ſhall be thy ſiſter.” 
The emotions of Horace became too ſtrong ; he wa 
oblige& to leave the room; and the Colonel congratulz. 
ted the Knight on the affurance, that his niece was not 
in-ſo-much danger as he had apprehended. 
„An ungrateful villain !”” exclaimed Sir Solomon, 


5 =o. — «- 


ces. were to be truſted, and who was moſt ſeverely 
humbled by the very conduct that inſured che ſucceſs. of 


» The rapture with which Horace changed his patron, 
of it did not prove bim the ungrateful villain he cal. 
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one patron for another. | ö 
ad Colonel Bubanun been as deep in the ſecret 


and honour, he would from this little incident have been, 
as the editor flatters herſelf ſome of her readers already 
are, rather uneaſy about the guardianſhip of little Roſa; 


e nn SS ©, Bm , 


Entire change of circumſtance ; the handſome manner 
in which. he was equipped-; and the diſtinction with 


© 5- HY 


ſplendour of St. Jame's-{quare, and became a happy 
member of the Colonels family. * | 
Had Roſa been as ugly as Mrs. Feverſham's report, 
und as ignorant as when her rags ſwept the path aftet 
the Colonel, her being ſimply his favourite, would hae 


But the truth is, ſhe really was one of the moſt beau- 
tiful and engaging little creatures in the world; and # 


ture, and innocence under one roof, affection will crecp 
into the heart, whether one will or not, Horace firk 
loved, 'and'then trembled for little Roſa, — | 
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Sir Solomon Muſhroom in this interval ſeemed to have 1 
but two points to carry; the firſt to make Colonel Bu- = 
hanun believe all he faid at preſent ; and/Horace to for- 
yet all be had either ſaid or done in the paſt, r 
us the former he was wholly ſucceſsful ; but the lat- 1 
ter was impoſſible ; and among other 3 perpe- 
tually recurred to the young man's recollection, were 
the opprobrious epithets he had heard liberally and con- 
ſlantly beſtowed by his late-patron on the dear little Roſa, 
of whom he was now ſo fond. | , 
The contempt in which be had avowedly held the 
bene volence that reſcued her from beggary, was ſo , gd: 
ſtriking a contraſt to the adulative praiſes, which, as —_— 
often as the ſubject occurred, flowed from. lips Horace = 
well knew was. not in the practice of ſpeaking truth, that 
it both alarmed and diſtreſſed him | 
Vet what could he do? juſt received into the favour 
aud confidence of a man of honour, could he venture to 
reveal ſuſpicions, which being but ſuſpicion, might be 
doubted ? Obligations he certainly did own to Sir Solo- 
mon-Mauſhroom, and undeſired as bis confidence was, 
n alk he could ſay was ſimply what had been truſted to 
him in that confidence; and it would require ſtrong rea- 
ſons as well as proofs, to convince one patron he betray- 
cd the others: from motives of humanity, - a 
Tis true, his knowledge of the man warranted ſuſ- | 
pieion z he was certain, whatever were the inducements, Wo 
he was acting a part. But in order to render this as 
clear to others as it was to himſelf, they muſt know him 
as well, and that in the preſent inſtance. was impoſſible. = 
Thus then poor Roſa was the object of Mr. Littletons 
pity-3 and it was with an aching heart he was obliged to ©" Ml 
conceal his wiſh, rather to have her left without a guar- "8 
Gan, than ſuch a one as bis late patron. 9 0 E 
The tenderneſs to which ſhewas now enured, had ob- 
iterated all traces of her miſerable origin; and though | 
-mantine” recoleions-could not wound her wind, as 
den dach often done his, yet harſh treatment or neglet - 
would*now be more hard to bear, than if the fortunate _ - - | 
ere in ber ſituation had never taken place. Such 
were the reflectious of. Horace, whenever the un, bw 
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ww reminded him of the undreſſed part of ky 
. 8 character. 


Dat a buſy ne awakted him, which allowed little 
time for obſervation ; the ſhip in which they were u 
embark” for India, had fallen down to Graveſend, ad 
Vas hourly expected to fail — the-Downs, Where the 
Colonel and his ſuite propoſed to join her.z and as he 
could not preſume to drop a hint x, his ſuſpicions, with. 
bout incurring the cenſure of 'officiouſneſs, and probabj 
| ingratitude, as well as wounding the peace, and breaking 
tze confidence of his patron, at a time when he Tight 
Change -without bettering the ſituation of Roſa, jb 
abandoned the idea, and employed ET in arranging 
his own apd the Colonel's affairs. | 
'» John, whoſe hands and heart were alſo full, hal 
' leiſure nE&vertheleſs to do a good natured action; and 
© . remembering James, Captain Macpherſon's ſervant 
F * mentioned him with ſuch praiſe to Mr. Littleton, that 
4 he ſent to inquire for him, but Buchan was engaged. 
John could not ſay he was ſorry, on Buchan's account, 
Neve a ſervant, let him be as good as he will, or as he 
"ſhould, can have but one place at a time; but he ww 
very ſorry Mr. Littleton miſſed him, becauſe he wa a 
honeſt as the day. | 
As the time advanced for parting, and perhaps for 
| ever, the bond of kindneſs ſeemed more clofely knit 
between the four hearts that formed Colonel Buhanurh 
houſehold, namely the Colonel-and Roſa, and John and 
Betty. Roſa was ſeldom off the ColoneVs knee in the 
' parlour, and Betty as ſeldom off that of John i in the outer 
room. 
The Colonel had been in cloſe conſultation with Rok 
about her dolls three hours, when he rang for a glaſs d 
water, and John, who had been the ſame exact time 
hearing Betty's lamentations, heaved a deep Ggh as he 
tet dewn the water. 
Friend john,“ ſaid the Colonel, « the only cone 
lation I had long known, befote I picked up my littk 
+ Roſa, was thy fidelity; thou-haft a heart, worthy hin 
Sg who gave 5 
3 Joi bowed ; he pulled up his plaited-chitterlin, ad 
| * * arm a 9 * but a thought o 
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erty put Bhakeſpcars bout of his head, and having been 
tely much Mieted with che {-1: rheumy drew his left 
and ce his eye, and dropt cue tight. 

« This dear little deſerted animal, was thrown in wy 

Providence.”* ' 

«.} dare ſay ſhe was, your honour, on purpoſe to be 
rd from dellruStion.” * | 
gay rather, friend John, to fave me : from 'deſtrnc= | 
on. 

The Colonel was more in babies of ſejeadthis thin. 
niliarity with his ſervant 3 he had never but once be- 
we Unbended, even to John, who now ſtbod ſcarce - 
reathing, eaſt he ſhould diſturb the folewuity of bia 4 
nafter's Tpeech-and features. 

«Ah John! thou knoweſt not how the black poiſon * 
as engendered within me.“ . 
« Poiſon !“ exclaimed John, „now God, of bis infi« | 
ite merey, forbid.” 

A'melancholy ſmile paſſed over the Colonel's 8 
«Retarning health ; Wpat had it for me, but u 
ogibened term of miſery; 1 have no friends, no 

0 ntry,” 

@ Pleaſe your honour,” (John's voice was raiſed ; his 
gelt elevated ; he ſtood erect, and looked as if he meant 
ps be © comforter in the hour of need) * pleaſe your , 
onour, you are a Scotſman, and no country in the 
ariltian land has ſo many friends. as. Scotſmen, becauſe 
ght or. wrong, they are ſure to ſtand by one another; 
pur regiment, nineteen out of every 8 were Scotſ- 

en, d I pever heard one of them ſpea m of his own 
bunt 

The ** enn on Scotland nd; Scotfmen _ 
lot on'the Colonel; his eyes filled with tears were 
uſed to heaven, 

© Oh my father! my Wear reſpecled parent! Why, 
ph "y dt thou plant a dagger in the heart of nt 
on; a 
Saving the Shakeſpeare treaſure, and a ſtring * 8 
Id proverbs, there could: not be a more literal TO t 
Race chan that of our friend John. | | | 
AK dagger!” he repeated, why ber a anful b 
_ a fucher Hick a dagger in his ſon” bis . 1 
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n; of debbie fans. 8 
; « A ſon who is the theme of honour” e; 
2 Amongſt the grove the very ſtraighte last. 


Tube Colonel wiped off the drops of anguiſh, that al, 
| tilling from his heart ſtood on his haggard brow. 
4.4 his child,“ ſaid he; this poor, child untaught 
and miſerable as I found her, has fach an Adele 
Faſcination about her, ſuch power aver my ſenſes, tha 
while I trace her features, obſerve the 2 traits 
her mind, and [liſten to her innocent prattle, I feel, 
knaw not what of painful pleaſute ; the miſery that la 
fo, long grown to every aching, ſenſe. is no more ; th 
.palt, the preſent, and the future, are all loſt in the dd. 
rium of the moment; but that d d Doctor 
Oh fye!“ cried. Roſa, clapping her hand to hy 
mouth, have I not bid you leave. off, naughty wordy 
and did you not omiſe you would?“ 
The. Weile 2 was preſſed to bis lips. 1 
« Yes, that puny Doctor awoke me from a pfeaſig 
.toxpor, by fimply ſuggeſting, that when I am gone iy 
my duty, poor little Roſa.” The tremor. on his wie 
| never was more treubleſome, and the rheum overflomy 
from his eyes. Poor little Roſa may again becom 
Friendleſs:” 

Very true, your. honour,” anſwered John ſorras 
"Fully, © and. her wicked mother ey return, ul 
take her.“ | 

IA be d- if ſhe ſhall, friend John. P 
Roſa's hand was again on bis lips, and preſſed wi 
increaſed tenderneſs. 

The fortune I poſſeſs has _ hencurtbly ad 
.mulated.”?- 
12 Vour honour never got A r Ghilliog i in ye 
5 e ” 

« My neareſt of kin is-my bat heir ;. and to ki 
_ honour. I knew I might confi but this child ls 
changed my ideas ; will n ke a Fill ; I toll dl | 
+ Care of thee.” HY 

. John drew the back of his hand acroſs his eycs. 

Four honour has always done. that.“ 

% Thou haſt the two letters I gare * dire 
due Klas, 2 | 9 
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« Safe i in-my box, your bonour.” 
« T will write my own will, which, when done, thou 
may deſtroy the letters, or keep them as thou likeft,”! 


John affected to recover his ſpirits; he defired his 
maſter would not doubt he would at the hazard of his 


life obey him ; and as to me, your honour, he added, 


« Tam & true labourer—lI earn that I eat—yget that I wear 
—Owe no man hate—envy no man's happineſs—glad of other 


cc 


pride is 
to live and die with ſo good a maſter.” 
The Colonel caſt a look of kindneſs at his ſervants 
and dipped his pen in the inkſtand before him. 
Men, continued John, | 


* Men muſt endure 

6 Their going hence, even as their 1 hither, 

„ Ripeneſs is all.“ | | | of 
And what i l Ss op 


© — But a walking ſhadow, a poor player, 
« « Tin ſtruts and frets his hour on the ſtage, 
*" And then is heard no more.” 


John was never more in grace with himſelf ; never 


more happy in the.appropriate motion of his right arm; 
nor were his . ever more in uniſon with Shake- 


Ipeare 3 he had half a dozen more quotations ready to 
pour in upon the ſubject, and was in attitude to proceed, 
when the Colonel, drawing bis writing table nearers 
mildly diſmiſſed both him and Roſa. 

He is making his will,” ſaid Betty, the moment 
he ſaw John, „ and 1 really think Mr. John, it would 
have been but doing as you would be done by, had you 
jult put in a word for me ; I dare ſay he won't hve the 
yar out.? 

« God forbid! Mrs. Betty N replied John. 

* Nay, Mr. John, I am very far from wiſhing wy 

ter ill but only, as he is ſuch a poor hadow® of a 
T . 1 be was talking about making a will.““ 
John-never thought of the how Mrs, Betty came by 


ek him in the buſineſs, which he had reaſon to admire 
ul more on being rung for by the Colonel, and bid to 


Vou I. 6 laft 
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er intelligence ; her ſagacity was the only thing that 


ite his name * under that of the landlord, to his 
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Jaſt will and teſtament, which was ſigned, ſealed, ard 

| eee in the preſence of both the ſubſcribing vit. 
neiſes. | ' * 

| ; Aſter this important tranſaction Colonel Buhanur 
— 8 more chearful and more apparently fond of 

__ 8 8 * 

Sir Solomon had been ſo kind as to make the arrange. 
ments for Roſa's reception at a very reputable boarding. 
'Tchool in the neighbourhood of Perity, where he aſſured 

the Colonel,” that as he ſhould himſelf be dumb on the 
ſubjef, as the child was ſo much altered, and as by hi 
direction her nate was changed, it would be impollibl 
ſhe could be recogniſed as the little beggar. As thi 
was a point on which the Colonel was extremely delicate, 
| the Knight Tpared neither argument nor-pains to make 

im eafy, and in the end entirely ſucceeded. | 
Bot though it would doubtleſs have been a ſatisfactio 
to the Colonel, to have ſeen the child ſettled at ſchool, 
he could not prevail on himſelf to forego the greater 
pleaſure of keeping her with him to the laſt moment; 
and during the ſhort time that now remained of his ſtay, 

His whole attention was engroſſed by little Roſa. 
Tube day at length arrived when the purſer gave notice 
of having received the laſt diſpatches and of his immcC- 
. ate departure, when the wind being fair, the ſhip mul 
certainly fail; and poſt chaiſes were ordered by the peut 
morniag's dawn; one for the Colonel and his ſervant, 
another for Mr. Horace Littleton and the perſevering 
Sir:Sdlomon Muſhroom, who inſiſted on accompanying 
his two dear friends, as long as they remained on ÞBritiil 
ground ; and to avoid any dela „both him and Horace 
ordered beds at the hotel, 6 FI 2” NY 
When the cloth was laying for ſupper, who fhoull 
_ gravely walk up to the fide. board, in a new ſuit of tit 
Colonel's undreſs livery but James Buchan, 
”  _ _ * Angels and miniſters of grace defend us, 
=. A John, dropping tumbler out of bis z 58 
| nd. ' - 15 \ | * 

Before the ſupper is ſerved,” ſaid the Colonel, ip 

gravely, “ gie me thy hand, friend John, — thou a 

v0 longer my ſervant,” 8 Ws 
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From'the time Colonel Buhanun had been ſo unex- 


1 witneſs of the tragical ſcene between John and 


rs. Betty, he had ſpoke leſa frequently than uſual to 


the former, but as bis kindneſs to the latter had inereaſ- 
ed in double proportion ; and as it was not Mr. John 
but Mrs. Betty's lynx eye, that was always on the gaze 


when intereſt was at ſtake, the alteration had not till 


this tremendous. moment occurred to him; but uncon- 


ſcious of a thought in which affe&ion was not blended 


with duty, and hurt at the apparent treachery» of his 


friend, his heart was too big for the breaſt of a common 


ſoldier. | 


« Pleaſe your honour, you may turn me away,“ faid | 
he, „but you can't diſcharge me the regiment without 


a court martial. Jobn Brown was never the man yet that 
ſhowed his back to the corpora), or flinched from his 
duty, and if I—if I do leave 4 | 


Here John's rhetoric ſtuck ; here the big heart over- 
flowed; he fell on his knees, wrung his hands, and wept 
like a child. | | 

«© Riſe, my good fellow,” {aid the Colonel; „ yes, 
I repeat you are no longer my ſervant, —but you are, 
and ſhall always be one of my moſt valued friends.” 

But, oh my honoured Colonel,“ with an emphaſis 
on the Colonel, why am 1 diſcharged? what have 1 


done? If I have neglected duty, or diſobeyed orders, © 


puniſh me, turn me into the ranks, do any thing, kill 
me, ſo I am in your ſervice, I ſhall die contented,” 
Aſter a pauſe, during which Sir Solomon turned him- 


elf full round, to loſe no iota of what was paſſing, and 
Mr. Horace precipitately left the room, he added ſob- 


biog, 177 
Il depart from thee, 1 cannot live; 
"© And in thy fght to die, what were it 
* But a pleaſant Number,” 0 


* You afſeft me, John;“ ſaid ibe Colonel, © and 1 


an already fick at heart. Couldſt thou think, after the 
ene witnefſed with that worthy girl thou loveſt, 1 


er own couvenience to thy happineſs, and 


lake thee from her ? no, thou ſhall marry ber.” 


/ 


* 
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Marriage, and 'pleaſe your honour,” replied John, 
in a ſullen unthankful tone, © is an awful undertaking ; 
„fifa man takes a voyage to India, why he knows the end 
of his hardſhips ſetting caſe he ſhould meet with a few 

_ Rorms, why he either gets into good quarters at laſt, or 
dies ke a man, and fo is eaſy one way or other; but a 

to marriage ON 5 ü 

e Why, John,” joined Sir Solomon, how would 
pretty Mrs. Betty reliſh thoſe ſtrong arguments againſt 


+. © marrſkige?”? | 
1 ah hotour—— LE : 
—_ ie ocean 
= replied John,” in forte, and then with pitiful looks wa 


going to offer more reaſons, why a voyage to India 
1 Was all to nothing a bettet venture than marriage; 

[. when the Colonel ſtopped him ſhort. - 5 
| Thy arguments, John,” ſaid he, “ will never make 
| converts, becauſe they are againſt thine own conviRion.” 
«I can't deny my love for Mrs. Betty, your honour; 
but | neither can I leave my commander; your honour's 
"own words, when you were minded to abide with Miſs 
Rola, were, a ſoldier ſhould not lye by when his com. 
rades are facing the enemy,“ like * | 

* Cowards living, | 
To dic with lengthened 8 | 
Now, pleaſe your honour, every one that can pull a 
_ © trigger, tells for one; and though your honour known, 
and every body knows, a hundred privates won't make 
up for one commiſſioned officer, eſpecially in that ſuel. 
tering place, where we ſo often faced powder; yet! 
am ſure my nohle Colonel would not wiſh John Brown to 
be off his paſt, when be ſhould be obeying the word af 
command... = | : 
Sit down, my friend,” ſaid the Colonel, taking hi 
hand, „and hear how*thou mayſt do me the beſt ſei- 
"vice; how thou mayſt make thy maſter happy, and jet 
do thy duty.“ „ 
„That,“ anſwered John ſullenly, “ may be ſoon ſet- 
tled ; it is one and the ſame thing.“ TERS, 

£184 | 8 | « [g 
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I the firſt place, there is thy diſcharge from _e 


iment.“ 
Jobn ſobbed, and his hand involuũtarily ed 
« In the next, thou knoweſt my fooliſh foridneſs for 
this little child.” 
« God bleſs her heart, and your honour's heart, for 
being ſo to her, poor dear, ſhe is worth it.“ 
6: wel, thou kaoweſt I cahnot take her with me.” 
"Sip Solomon now made another change in his politics, 
to loſe no iota that fell from the Colonel. 
„Wh, no, to be ſure,” ſaid John, “ your 5 . 
can't do that; taking a child to India, is carrying coals. 
to Newcaſtle. ” 
« Sir Solomon Muſhroom promiſes t be a e to 
ber. ” . - 
Sif- Solomon- bowed. 
I wiſh he may keep his ward your honour.” 
Sir Solomon's red checks turned blue. 
do not doubt it,“ replied the Colonel. 
ry, * Su Solomon Ad. « | he hoped not... 
Sir Solomon is not immortal.” xo 
No, God forbid, your. honour. 1 
e may die.” 
Sir San was again ready to hope not. 
« To be ſure your. honour, the * may 80, but ; 
abe old muſt; , l 


* Seeing that death, a neceſfary end, will come when it will 
come.” a : 


„ And who will be a father to my. Roſa, then?“ 
„ As I told your. honour before, there's Mrs. Betty, 
' a ſober, honeſt, true. hearted, ftaid young body.“ 
True, friend John ; but Betty, poor Wy = 
will take care of her ? if the. 2 no . 
want a father herſelf.”* * 
John ſobbed aloud. . | | 
Aud then, poor 1 ſhe has fits.“ 
© Shel de broke of that, your houour ; ſhe thinks.- 
i the was ſettled, and had a home.” 
* 1 dare ſay ſhe would; and then my en Roſa . 
id never want. one.” 
6 Pd be — if ſhe. mould 1”? | 4 
5 8 G 3 clin Peg 1 


about it ; get married as ſoon as you can; here is ſome- 


girl and Miſs Roſa ; he however had forgot every tittlc 
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As this is the firſt time John has made an immoral 
| flip, although he bad the advantage of ſuch cquſtant EX» 
ample, folks will forgive him. 
| 4% Well then, the ſum of the matter is . IA 
mult have a home, and Betty a huſband,” “ | 
, She will as ſoon expect to fly in the air, or as 1 did 
your honour would turn away an old ſervant.” f. 

« Do not haraſs me, friend John,“ ſaid the Colonel, in 
a moſt affe&ionate manner, with thy grateful fidelity ; 
1 do not turn thee away, I only change the nature of thy 
ſervice z I appoint you and your wife guardians under 
the direQion of Sir Solomon Muſhroom, of this my 
adopted child.” 

« Fine.talking about guardians and marriage, * this, 
and that, and t oor, but who is to take care of your 
| bonour, when your bile returns? Oh. Colonel! you'l 

think of poor John, mind 1 ſay it.” 
3 ſhall a always think of poor John ; but if 1 do not 
go away eaſy in my mind about this child, the bile will 
not only. return, but kill me; therefore ſay no more 


thing to begin the world with; if that be not enough to 
put you into a decent fituation, Sir Solomon will have the 
neſs to make what addition you may require. Your 
cheſts are all unfhipped and brought back ; ſo God blcis 
" thee, my good fellow; thou ſhalt find I never can turn 
thee of. as thou call'ſt it; go make thy good girl happy, 
and attend me after N ; Buchan Wall wait.“ 

* Go male thy girl ba 22 ”* Was it in nature, after ſee- 
ing Bucham enter in the Colonel's livery z after the doors 
Were all cloſed, when every body was engaged, that a 

key-hole could remain r Mis. Betty bad 
an —— A; 

All that was wanting to wake Betty bappy, when 
John's ſorrowful phiz came in contact with her keen eye, 
was to know the, exact and ſpecific value of the bit of 
paper he ftill held crumpled in his hand, which ſhe un- 
|  derfiood was __— to ſettle a home for John's good 


of the buſineſs, except his diſcharge ; he held the paper 
indeed in his unconſcious hand, out WAS totally | uninte- 
8. Sx in its value. "Th 


* 
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The fappers of Laputa could not be more dexterous 
in recalling the diſciples of profound ſtudy to their oe- 
cupation, than Mrs, Betty at reeplleQion, where dear 
ſelf-intereſt was at ſtake ; the © Hew muchis it?“ which 
nonpluſed poor John at the beginning of a very aſſecting 
detail of what had paſſed between him and his maſter, 
proved a ſeaſonable. relief to both; Betty was out of her 
wits for joy, and John ſtupified with grief, as they with 

difficulty ſpelled a bank note for two hundred pounds. 
Well, God bleſs his dear generous heart, and ſend: 
him ſafe back to old England, ſay I,“ quoth Mrs. Betty. 
« Amen, amen, pray God, amen,” joined John. 
— — — „May he live We, | 
* Longer than | have time to tell his N 
Ever beloved and loving may his rule be; 
And when old time ſhall take him hence, 
* Goodneſs and he fill up one monument“ 


Ay, if he lives to come back, and have a Chriſtian 
bunal.z for I dare ſay there are no monuments at Ingee ; 
however I hope he'll let me pay my doaty before he goes, 
and n warrant LI! take care of Miſs Roſa, I ſhall. 
never forges the time when I ſpoiled a new pair of Sa- 
libury ſcaffars by cutting off her naſty hair.” 


- Betty had ſcarce ſpoke when her maſter's bell rung, 
and ſhe was ordered up with John n 8 
The Colonel prefaced his commands by a gift of all 
the valuable little neceſſaries which people of elegant ideas, 
though in furmhed lodgings, will rather purchaſe than 
become familiar with more ordinary accommodation. 
. Betty courtefied to the ground, and ran over in her 
mind the tea, coffee, and milk pot, caſters, ſpoons, writ- 
ing tand, Ccandleſticks, &c: of flyer ; then her mind's -. 
eye was dazzled by china, decanters, rummers, and gob- _ 
lets, of the fineſt cut glaſs; and to theſe ſucceeded a 
large quantity of fine table and bed tnen. 
John, on his knees, preſſed Nis maſter's hand, and 
then, upable to ſpeak, ran out of the room. 
- The Colonel ſolemnly recommended Roſa to the care 
and affeQtion of the delighted Betty; he charged her to 
make a wite worthy the honeſteſt fellow in the world; 
and feeling bimſelf unable to proceed, wiſhed her happy, 
memotioned for her to retire. | 3 58750 


. 
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"TW he : ' [ 
Again Betty courtefied te the ground; but having 
reached the door, ſtopped ſhort : “All the things, —did 

your honour ſay, all ?” = | 
The Colonel had perhaps for the laſt time ſeen the 
affectionate domeſtic, who had been his only comforter 
many a ſad and dreary hour z his heart was- too full to 
"remark the very oppoſite. virtues of his intended wife; 
aſhamed of the tears that would roll unbidden down his 
cheeks, he could only ſay, Every thing; go, woman, 

God blefs you !” And away tripped Mrs. Betty. 

The feelings of the Colonel were at this moment ſo 
acute, that he formed a ſudden refolution to fhorten the 
 . pains of ſeparation. He really dreaded again ſeeing his 
faithful ſervant, and therefore communicated his deſign 
to Sir Solomon Muſhroom and Horace, each of whom, 
from different motives, approved the idea; and Sir Solo- 
mon himſelf went to order the chaiſes to the door imme- 
8 diately, inſtead of day break, while the Colonel retired 
1 to write a farewell to John; put down ſome memoran- 
dAdums reſpecting Roſa; and hang over the fleeping object 
of his love and charity, in fondneſs and agony unutter- 
able ; he kiſſed her lips, eyes, and cheeks, with pater- 
val feryor ; bathed them with tears; then 'ruſhed into 
the room where Sir Solomon was returned, and had been 
not giving, but receiving, a lecture from Horace Littleton. 
« We may-not, Sir,” ſaid the Colonel, after ſolemnly 
embracing the Knight, “ have a moment for converſa- 
tion, when we leave the carriage 31 therefore once more 
recommend to you an infant, to whom God has given a 
Felaim on your humanity. . This is my will; it is duly ex- 
ecuted; { have adopted Roſa, and left her my ſole hei- 
refs, with the exception of very few legacies; if I die 
without again ſeeing her, let her know, ſhe inherits the 
fortune . man to whoſe ſoul ſhe is dear; one who, 
never broken his own word given to man or wo- 
man, TulpeRs not that in others, he would not dare to 
de guilty of bimlelf; in that principle he reſts with en- 
tire confidence on the integrity, the honour, and the 
renterated promiſes you have made. The engagement 
we have entered into is not merely between man and man; 
it is a compact before heaven; the object of it is an in- 
t child, on whom the Almighty has ſtamped his 
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own moſt perfect image j he ſees our motive, he a 
our a& ; we have adjured him to witneſs both; and as 
you a towards my poor Roſa, the child of my love, 
may be bleſs or curſe.” . " 95 
Emarking brow of Horace was contracted, his 

under lip fell, he repeated, looking ſteruly at Sir Solo-k 
mon, leis or curſe you. h 1 
Sir Solomon echoed the A, in piano; but aſhamed, 

no doubt, of his want of ſomething or other, added the 

« men,” in a higher key; and then, in grand forte, and 
appropriate ſolemnity, gave the Amen, amen. |; 
The Colonel ruſhed to his chaiſe ; Buchan was ready; 
Horace and. Sir Solomon followed in theirs ; the drivers 
had.previous orders ; they ſeemed to tear up- the . 
ment z in one minute the kind, the charitable benefac- _ „ 
tor; the moſt fincere and candid of friends z the beſt and 
molt generous of maſters, was no more ſeen or bear. 
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Shewing three perſour in their proper elements: A proud 
man in proſperity; a humble one in diſtreſs.3 and a wait. 
Ire not the weather, for the pitileſs ſtorm rattled 
againſt the glaſſes; nor the roads, for they were deep 
and heavy 3 nor the proſpect, for that was obſcured by 
the rain and miſt; but a ſomething there certainly was, 
which, as the chaiſe wheels rolled along the Kent toad, 
rendered the journey from Deal to London one of the 
moſt age Sir Solomon Muſhroom had ever taken; 
and if, as John would ſay, ** there ts nothing good or ill, 
but the mind mates it fo by thinking,” it is that deep well 
guarded tavern, his mind; we muſt explore for the latent 
cue af Tatisfation which ſhone in Sir Solomon's eyes, 
and glowed on his checks, when he ped his ſurtout 
cloſe round; and leaned in one er tho carriage to 
—neditate—after parting with his friends. 
e,, 77 
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Col. Dubanun had foreſeen” that but Itttle time cou 

be given to friendſhip at Desl: the wind continued fair, 
and the thipbeing under weigh, they inftantly embarked, 
Sir Solomon*s abſence from London was not thirty hour; 
and the pleaſant refleQions that occupied him on his re. 
28 rendered the laſt ten, ſhort as minutes: They were 


xaQly theſe. 

He had, without a ſhilling expence, ridded his 
(ite and feeling of n che tha that had been no . 
tax on both. 


He was relieved from apprebeuſions which had lately 
baunted both his waking and fleeping thoughts; his girls 
were no longer expoſed to the intereſting company of a 
youth whom he knew was ſo amiable, that efteem muſt 
follow his acquaintance with every being, whoſe heart was 
oy tike his own, donbly caſed with avarice and pride. 
ile might boaſt, for who could now deny it? of the 
great things he had at length done for one. who was be- 
loved by all his family, and reſpected by all his depend- 
_ Unts; of what intereſt he had made for the appointment; 
And of what a large ſum he had paid for the equipment. 
He had even found an expedient to turn his former ba- 
died of the Colonel, and contempt of the vagabond to Col 
1 account ; for half madman, half fool, and confeſſed mur- to | 
| derer, * was the former, what but to ſecure his good 00 
> officesor Horace, in India, where he allowed him to hare ſeer 
t connexions, could tempt him to cultivate his friend- raft 
ſdip or what but his extreme regard for that dear youth, and. 
could have induced him to charge himſelf with the care prot, 
of a low born beggar, adopted by caprice and ſupported 
him; whoſe maintenance and education mult coſt lame 
' him ſome trouble, and indeed riſk, as he intended it ard 1 
_ ſhould appear. 
A While framing this repreſentation of the buſineſs, bo * 
could Sir Solomon be other than perfectly pleaſed ? be- 
ſides, he had no longer on his own 8 among bis baby. 
own tenants, an example, which by impertiment compas Joh 
riſon leſſened the reſpeR he proudly exacted from all over 8p 
_ whom he had power ;. nay, the charity which bad give 10 
15 the Colonel's character ſuch eclat, was now reverting to 
dais on, fince he mi ht exaggerate the expence of ibs 
"wp wwe — trou ing . elf to notice the ere 
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aſe in his banker's hand, for which the Colonel had nei- 


ther witneſs nor rn ement. 

I is true, he had ſolemnly promiſed to keep the little 
beggar's tuſkory a ſecret, and it is as true, that the altera - 
tions in her perſon and circumſtances would have enabled 
him to keep that promiſe inviolate, even fo near Penrx 
as Mount Pleaſant ; but how then could be arrogate to 
himſelf the merit he pre-reſolved ſhould fill the village, 
and indeed the whole country, with wonder? and as to 
a promile, does any wiſe man ever make one without 
mental reſervation in favour of his own convenience 3 Sir 
Solomon never did. 

On his arrival at the hotel, he went directly to the” 
apartment generally occupied by John and Betty, chu- 
ling rather to commence. his connexion with. them in a. 
mood of familiarity, which formally ſummoning them to 
his preſence, might impede ; indeed the only alloy to the 
tuumph of. his heart, was a circumſtance that in the 
plenitude of ſucceſs, had eſcaped his recollection, namely, 
the kind of Co. guardianſhip which, by joining the Lord, 
of the Manor of Penry, in a fort of connexion with fuch: 
low creatures as John Brown and Eliz. Clark, proved 
Colonel Buhanun not quite ſo careleſs as he was willing, 
to believe ; ſaddling the truſt with two ſuch deputies, 
would have been a ſtill more terrible draw back on bis- 
ſecret content, had it been poſſible for him to foreſee the: 
nt diſtculty in rendering the ſimple honeſty of the man 
and the covetous vanity of the woman, aa to 8 
profound wiſdom. ; 

He found John meaſuring hie length on i the. 
lamenting the.loſs of the belt of malters in one 
wd-upbraiding him for his emelty in parting with ſo. 
faithful a ſervant in the next. 

© Came, come, John,“ cried our . 60 rouſe | 
ties man ; what I a ſoldier lay down and. cry like a. 
by; come, be adviſed by me.” _ 
John half raiſed his head, then ee the uſoal- a0 
wopaniment of motion, ſobbed, 5 
I pray thee ceaſe thy counſel, 


- © Which falls into mine ears as water into a 288. | 
= Nor let no comforter delight mine ear, "Fe: 
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192 _ . Tai R om, 
| „ Bleſs me, John,” quoth Mrs. Betty, © what non- 
| ſenſe ; how can you talk fo unreſpectful to Sir Solomon 
| Muſhroom?” | | Lax oct 
| «Alas, Betty Ws wot.” | 
| W 
An heavy heart boaſts not an humble tongue; 
to the world am like à drop of water, 
„That in the ocean ſecks anather drop. . | 
*I would have broke mine eyeftrings, crack'd them but 
. To look upon him mt, 
| „ Nay, followed hit, till he had melted from 
=_ ._ The ſmallneſs of a gnat, to air, and then 
Have turned mine eye, and wept. | 


John now turned: his face from the two comforters. 

Sir Salomon Muſhroom took a chair, and Mrs. Betty 

returned to a buſineſs that had moſt delightfully occupied 

her from the moment ſhe knew the Colonel was actually 

to that of Sir Solomon's return, namely, collecting, 

orting, and arranging the parting preſeots of her muni- 

ficent maſter ; 'a work of time and ſweet labour; during 

which the could not repreſs the expreſſions of rapture 

which a particular iuſpection of every article, and a cal - 

culation of their value, gave riſe to; what every thing 

was worth, was ig her reckoning, what they would fetch. 

Beſides the articles already enumerated, there were ſe- 

yeral things from India, of which ſhe knew neither the. 

value nor uſe, and which, as well as the plate, Sir So- 

lomon thought might with more propriety have accom- 

panied the two thouſand pounds in his poſſeſſion; but as 

that could not now be, an arrangement immediately took 

ce, to the entire ſatisfaction of the real and the wou'd 
11 | 

Sir Solomon offered, out of his great reſpect to Co- 

lonel Bahanun, to take the writing ſtand, candleſticks, 

and coffee urn, which could not be properly made uſe of 

| by people in ber ſtation of life, at a certain ſum, which, 

= | . though not above half the value, being in the ſame pro- 

* | oats as much more than ſhe expected, or had ever be- 

poſſeſſed, was thankfully accepted, the money paid, 

and the bargain conveyed to a coach, while John conti. 

nued to weep, to lament, and to reproach his regretted 
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When theſe affairs were duly ſettled, and Sir Solo- 
mon gone, Mrs. Betty having nothing elſe to do, thought 
ſhe might as well attend a little to her poor chicken 
hearted fellow ſervant that had been, and huſband that 
mult de. She was perfect miſtreſs of every avenue to his 
honeſt heart, though ſhe had abandoned it to all the ſor- 
rowful workings that had prevented his taking food or 
relt ; the plea ug top her ſpirits had indeed ſo en- 
tirely engroſſed Her, that little Roſa would have ſhared 
the fate of poor John, had not ber uſual good fortune 
of making friends, {till predominated ; not only the ſer- 
rant, but the miſtreſs of the hotel, vyin g with each other 
in kindneſs and compaſſion, for a child fo doated on by a 
maſter, and ſo ſoon neglected by his confidential ſervant. 

Mrs. Betty having vainly implored her dear John to 
think no more of what could not be recalled, had recourſe 
to her handkerchief, which ſhe was under the neceſſity of 
keeping very cloſe to her face, to hide the no tears, pro- 
teſting, that well as ſhe loved him, and to be certain her 


heart muſt have broken, if he had gone; but how» _ | 


ever ſhe would have waited ſeven years, and ſeven to that, 
if poſſible, rather than let ſo good a maſter go beyond ſea, 
without a ſervant who knew all his odd ways and humoursg 
if be had not himſelf ſo ordered. That to be ſure the 

good Colonel tosk care of every body; and now he was 
gone, to be fure they mult — care of one another; for 
why, charity begins at home; and to be ſure ſhe had no 
body in the varſal world, to hold her poor head that ached 
kg to ſplit, with crying night and days but her dear 

ohn, 

John was not beer againſt all this 3 poor Betty” g ach-; 
ug head found a pillow, and ſhe coaxed him to drink one 
tumbler of arrack punch, his favourite liquor, of which 
his maſter had left : an ample ftock ; and “ dry ſorrow? 
having, as he told Sir Solomon, „drunk his blood, he 
coaxed himſelf to a ſecond, that was ſucceeded by others, 
which on an empty ſtomach and heavy heart, had a ſopo- 
tic effect, and ſent one, if not both of the contracted 
parties to enjoy the © heavy dew of ſlumber, a 
John had ju alk recollection enough to fay, | 


* Seldom viſits ſorrow . 
8 * 
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happening juſt then to enter, anſwered, that he wa 


| ould not live to come back, you'll never be a beggar 


room lays, and to be ſure he knows every thing, 'ti 
ten to one if be gets alive to India, and if he does with 


te bed, and Roſa's falling on the 
the bottom ill natured, and really had ſome affection 


ture. | N 


told Betty with a ferocity in his looks perfectly new to 
Betty continued to ſcream, and the houſe was in a 


to laſſitude, While there was any thing to do, was bf 


paper, when he followed the crowd to the chamber fro 


« 7» 


* 


When John. recovered from the effect of an intempe. 
rance which afforded but a ſhort relief to his overchary: 
mind, he was unable to riſe ; the fumes of the liquor, 
wang of reſt, regret, which became eyery moment mor: 
poignant, gave him both fever and head ach, which wa 
increaſed by Roſa, who having been ſucceſsfully amuſed 
the firſt day after the Colonel's departure, began to fel 
his abſence, and had crept to his room, to aſk what had 
become of her dear papa? | 
Betty, who was notably buſtling from room to room, 
gone to India, | | 
- Roſa burſt into a flood of tears. 
% Never mind, Miſs,” continued Mrs. Betty, « ; 
fat ſorrow is better than a lean one at any time; if he 


again, for he has taken care of you; Sir Solomon Muh. 


his crazy conſtitution, tis impoſſible he can live there— 
and to be ſure— 


HBetty's harangue was ſtopped by John's jumping of 
oor. | 


Betty icreamed ; flippant as ſhe was, ſhe. was not at 
for both the beings on whom ſhe had been inflicting tor 
Poor Roſa, who comprehended nothing of Sir Solo- 
mon Muſhroom's calculations, was however quite alive 
to the idea that her benefactor. was gone, and that ſhe 
might "never ſee him again; her little fortitude gore 
way the- fainted; and John, raiſing her in his arms, 


her, ſhe had killed the 2 child. 


uproar... War Bs | 
Sir Solomon, whoſe induſtrious mind ſeldom gave waſ 


this time returned, and having had fome converſatiol 
with Mrs. Betty, had been fitting quietly reading ib 


whence the alarm proceeded, "Ry | a = Dead!! 
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„Dead IP faid Sir Solomon; impoſſi ble l. That 
at would have been indeed at this time rather prema- 
tare 4 the Colonel had not probably cleared the land; 
he news of ſuch a diſaſter might yet reach him, and oc- 
aon u transfer of property no way deſirable; he re- 
rored Betty ſo ſeverely, and applied bimſelf fo earneſtly 
0 q recovery of the child, that the former exclaimed, 
Lord have mercy on us! why ſure you have 
ah earneſt learned of my maſter to be arr and cha- 
table ! !“ 
Sir Solomon underſtood the inſolent meaning z he fave 
Betty added to vanity and covetouſneſo, more cunning, 
ind even penetration, than he had given her credit for, 
nd reſolved to treafare his obſervation. 
Roſa revived z ſhe hid her face in the hoſom of John. 
gentle, the ſoothing Sir Solomon, took her from 
her early protector; ſhe was glad to ſee him, and aſked 
wich every feature animated, if indeed her papa was 
one? if he had left his poor Roſa ? if ſhe never, N | 
uſt ſee him again ? | 
Sir Solomon darted an angry glance at the affrighted 
Betty, and leading Roſa away, told her, his friend was 
rone only for a ſhort time; that he would ſoon return 
bat in the meanwhile ſhe ſhould ride out in a coach 
very day, and 4 into the country, where wy would 
ave many play- f 
The infant mind is ſoon diverted 25 10201 ob- 
ate ſatisfied ſhe ſhould again fee her papa, ſpace was 
bathe bad not yet learned to think of; warmed by 
timents'of gratitude inberent to her di ſpoſition, and 
otforted by the preſence of a perſon for whom ſhe felt 
tond attachment, her vivacity returned, and While 
Betty was making peace with John, Roſa was aually 
aken by Sir omen in inchis coach to ſee the wax-work, 
d buy play-things ; and thus diffipated her ſadneſs, 
il her return home, when happening to caſt her eyes 
= the Colonels ſlippers, ſhe inftantly abandoned the 
WJ and fat on the ground, in the darkeſt corner yo 
pon, claſping them to her boſom. —- 
dr Solomon,” who had exhauſted a moſt ENS 
rot humanity, could no longer act the comforter, . 
ut left er to 8 and Betty, * Py directions 
to 


9 — 2 while they occupied the apartments at the 


in advance. 


| White-Horſe, old Parker being at the laſt extremity, 
village, on account of the reſpect paid her at Muſt, 


not let the ſo valued don eſtics of a man he proſeſſed to 
reſpect, who were on tle point of ſettling, leave bi 


breach of appearance ; then their marriage, if it took 


to forget. Of the White- Horſe ſcheme he was totally 
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to the latter to make the. proper preparations for Roſy, 
for which the Colonel had paid a tight 14 


This was a mode of proceeding totall y contrary to 
Betty” g expeQation, and was moreover at leaſt a poli 
guinea out of her privy purſe; for the hotel being 
tremely crowded juſt then, and ſhe conſidering the *. 
ing up the apartments an act wholly dependant on her. 
ſelf, had no doubt but a proper e (SHR muſt folloy 
the immediate evacuation. 

Then ſhe bad, from Sir Solomon's great regard for 
every thing beloagin to Colonel Buhanun, expected he 
would invite Miſs Roſa, John, and herſelf, to Muſs. 
room-place, where, beſide being treated as a 
lady's maid, ſhe- could manage all affairs reſpeRing the 


without expence, ; and be of double 1 in the 


room - place. > 

But Mrs. Betty had now to deal with a +9 who, er 
pert as ſhe was at calculations where her intereſt was cot 

cerned, out calculated even her. 

If the child continued where ſhe was, while Betty 
made thoſe preparations which he expected would hare 
been totally left to himſelf, there would be no reaſon 
why the two ſervants ſhould not be diſcharged in Lon 
don, without a pretence to interfere further in the fi- 
ture management of Roſa, than viſiting her at ſchool; 
whereas if he took them to Muſhroom- place, he could 


roof till they had one of their own, without the grofſck 


place under his auſpices, mult be attended with expence; 
and-ſhould they, when at Muſhroom-place, take it into 
their heads, to fix in the neighbourhood of Penry „ that 
would keep up certain remembrances he wiſhed 6d bini 


igaorant, and in the humour in which he now left Mn. 
N Os: he Coos 
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Betty abuſe" Sir Solomon to the maſter of the hotel = 
1 ſoon as he was gone, for his ſhabbineſs, and when 


ith all her love of money, and the many important 
ſchemes ſhe had yet to bring to muturity on her mind, 
the could not ſee Roſe in the fituation pr Ex Grind, 
ithout being affected. 

The flippers hugged to the child's little below, and 
et with tears, brought to her recollection certain pro- 
iſes for which ſhe had been moſt liberally paid” before 
and, and reminded her alſo of a being, whom in the 
haos of her active mind, fluſterated” as ſhe ſaid ſhe was, | 
ad been for ſome hours totally forgotten. J 

Aſter kiſſing Roſa, ſhe took her in one hand; and a 
ſon of ſoup in the other, to viſit the veglected partner 
if her heart and fortune. Had Betty beſtowed as many 
pr in the ftudy, how to reconcile herſelf to her offend- 
or grievedlover,. as ſhe had now done minutes, ſhe 
ld not have hit on a more conciliating plan. 
Roſ& wept” as if her little heart-was- breaking, and 
placing her on her knee, began an exhortation to 
pn.” © It fignified nothing,” ſhe ſaid, © for OP 
trouble to lie on their backs, and God help 
pr why, folks that would not help . ould 
dt > & filver ſpoons to drop into their mouths ; and 
ifs Roſa, though that ſhabroon, God forgive + 


- 
U 


le believed, God he the r child! fine: 
eee p the poor chi s fine. pro» 


Up.ſtarted John, 64 What,” aid he, 


«. Ingratitude ! thou marble hand fend, 
« More hideous than the ſea monſter,” 


haſt thou ſhe wu thy A 
0 be ſure he has,” replied the 3 8 ce do 
Dy „ think: if he had the leaſt partiole of regard fon 
ls, be would not have invited us all to Muſhroom- 
oe, bag and ba gage ? love me, love my dog, —and | 
a 1 on't . poor old Dido left behind, and 
don't think nobody dave minded to give her a morſel 
n went. you ſee that's another proof of Sir 
* Solomon's _ - 


N 


his back was turned abuſed him for not joining her; but 3 2 


yes callipg-a member of parliament by that name, 
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Solomon 8 ſhabbineſa ; he mought "JH ſaid the dog 
ſhould take the run of his kitchen, for——” 
Mrs. Betty,” AC John, with a haſty ſolem. 
nity in his manner, | 
4 e Virtue cannot lie 

u Out of the teeth of emulation 2 

if we, who have ſo much more reaſon to love our maſter, 

»  negle&this child whom he * to du, or Dido which be 
forgot,— 

lyon who with fuch ſmall. chai have,” 


Betty neither liked the matter or manner of this a0. 
dreſs, which, truth to ſay, was very unlover like. 
« Me!“ interrupted ſhe, kiſſing Roſa, © me negled 
the dear Wa creature } no, * John, you don't know 
os —— word more true. 
But where ns why as not taken cur 
of her??? ꝰ 
1 „ Poor creature, could 1 be a . John ? no, 
| John, you know. I am a witch, elſe I am ſure | 
| would not let you be ſo croſs ; I did not know poor Dido 
wis here ; the crept under maſter's bed, and would rot 
ir till che chambermaid beat her out with the broom. 
% Beat her! beat Dido! gods and / goddeſſes ! did 
Betty ſuffer a chambermaid; with her unhallowed broon, 
to beat the faithful favourite of the beſt of maſters?” 
Betty had never but once before ſeen John ang; 
He left the room in ſearch of Dido, with too much 
wag itancy to obſerve the chryſtal drop on her cheek; 
Roſa, whoſe affectionate heart ſympathized in the 
apparent grief of her friend, followed and begged Joll 
| | would not be ſo croſs, and make poor Betty cry. 
_ * Cry l repeated Jehn, 10 it Roſa, what doc 
erer 
4 | The altered tone of his voice way a ie nal for Beni 
me had an hyſteric fit that frightened Roſa, eured Jobaf 
* head-ach, and made all up. 
John's firſt rational act after the Colonel's depariun 
was to write a long letter to; ſend after him. He fc 
the force of the obligations he had entered into 
taking particular care of . and the no leib hie i 


: 
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hough wuntary one, of being kind to old Dido, and 
; well as he Was able, committed thoſe feelings to pa- 


Betty was in the meanwhile full of buſineſs; ſhe had 
eived fifty pounds of her maſter for Roſa's equip- - 
ent ; half that” ſum would, ſhe ſaid, have done, but 
vr the inflexible folly of John, who inſiſted on ſeeing. 
ls for the whole amount, even to the laſt farthing ; 

id it was not her cue now, to indulge in her natural. | 
nchant for contradiction ; inaſmuch as, although he 
ad punQtihoufly adhered, not only to his maſter's given 
ders, but alſo ee would have conti- 
ved to give be had not yet mentioned one ſyllable of 

t moſt important part, which reſpected the ceremony 
at would unite them for ever, or at leaſt during tbe 
Mural life of one party; and as ſhe was in momentary. 
xpeQation, When that would have its turn, ſhe was too 
le to throw any impediments in the way herſelf; ſo 
thing was ever ſo ſweet, and ſo complying as Mrs. 
etty. 3” Den ens 3 
But though Mrs. Betty was not invited to Muſhroom- 
ace, where ſhe longed to exhibit her conſequence, ' 
re was nothing to prevent her taking an excurſion to 
enry, when Miſs was ready to go to ſchool, which 
ws only two miles further... 
Confidering Sir Solomon Muſhrooms great. fondneſs: | 
r the pretty Rofs, there are who would ſuſpe&, as 

coach rolled down to Penry every week, with only 
| conlequential {elf in it, be would have placed the 
"id and her maid on the vacant ſeat 3 but as the truth, 
Nen end not be told at all times, will ſome time or 
ber come out, the reader will pleaſe to underſtand,” _ 
at all Sir Solomon's affectionate feelings, which had 
en yery-hard worked during the laſt fix or ſcven weeks,” 
porated like ether from an uncorked bottle, within a 
hours" after the” ſailing of the India fleet had been 
ly announced in Leadcnhall-ftreet. 5 3 
inge John and Betty had not been in the way, 
eo a poſt-chaiſe could have been carried tio 
ce of the Colonel's account, there is no ſay- 
Fat might have been done; but as matters ſtood, 
oe two thouſand pounds in the funds, got 
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rid of Horace, and in moral certainty the Colonel vn 
out of reach of the tittle tartle of his two ſpies; he be. 
gan to find, he had impoſed on himſelf a-very degrading 
taſk ; and as the oareſſes of the little beggar grew nor 
diſguſting from the information of an inward monitg, 
which told him they were unmerited, ſhe was every MG 
ment leſs the object of his perſonal notice. 
Indeed he pow exceedingly regretted the recommes. 
dation he had given of Mrs. Harley, and her fchool, » 
it really appeared a kind of prefumption in the Colone, 
to think of — his beggar ranked with the Mil 
Muſhrooms, and he deliberated whether after all be 
| ſhould—or ſhould not, enquire for ſome ſeminary of i- 
ferior price, and more ſuitable to her upftart claim 
He was, he recolleQed, a governor of the aſylum ; 10 
reader, Sir Solomon Muſhroom's name was ſeen in mot 
of the printed lift of ſubſcribers to public charities. The 
food and dwelliag of theſe female orphans, were they 
dot luxuries to what ſhe could claim from right ? ads 
: to cloathing; were not all the ſuperfluities with wich 
the Colonel had inveſted her, badges of the ſame ore, 
though different in appearances ? Ay, but the death d 
ber patron, though very likely, was not quite certaily 
and then thoſe bateful ſervants ; beſides it was not abſo 
; lutely impoſſible but ſame ill wind might fill keep the 
fleet within reach of letters ; yet to have this vagabond 
careſſed, reſpected, und educated with the Miſs Mulb 
rooms, zwo young ladies he predetermined ſhould rid 
in coroneted coac Well, he had one card to play 
that might fill prevent it; ſo Sir Salomon Muſhroom! 
carriage ſtopped at Mount Pleaſant two days before that 
appointed for Mrs. Betty's conveyance of Miſs Roſs it 
a polt-chaiſe. to Mrs. Harley's boarding-ſchool for you 


— 
— — — — — _— — —— c  _O_— 
„ 


= - ; 3 


4 A. . * 


N 
3 


* 


"THE BEGGAR GIRL. 141 


CHAP. x. 
The Boarding-School. + 


HEN Sir Solomon Muſhroom had, with due ce- 
nony, taken the arm chair Mrs. Harley ordered to be 
for him, and that lady's diſmounted ſpectacles were 
a on a book ſhe had been reading, he entered without 
zremony on the ſubject on which bo bad before honour- 
Aber with a vifit. ä 
The recommendation of a ſcholar kat e- 
nowledgment Mrs. Harley was about to make, when 
e to her ſurpriſe, confeſſed he had his doubts, whe- 
her aſter the explanation, which he felt himſelf as a man 
ff hofiour and veracity bound to make, he ſhould not 
uber be thought to merit reproof than thanks. 
Mrs. Harley was all car. 
But he aſſured her, however he might have erred | in 
udgment, his meaning was 
Mrs. Harley could not, would not doubt that. 
He feorned impoſition, although having received an 
poligation, as he conſidered every kindneſs ſhewn to 
us dear Horace, from a friend not quite fo ſcrupulous, 
ie had really been imperceptibly led into an error, which 
enow wanted on her to-repair: The young pupil he 
lad recommended, was repreſented to her as the daugh- 
rand heireſs of a ntleman ; but he could not juſtify 
Welk tro himſelf, if he did not inform her that ſhe was 
az ag obje& of charity, taken from the loweſt order 
it deplorable mendicants; her mother an abandoned 
reteh, whole evil propenſities ſhe had imbibed, and 
ith whom ſhe was ſuſpected to have ſecret interviews, 
bough too well taught to betray them. Colonel Buha- 
zun, a good fort of 
lis caprice, and indeed rendered himſelf mighty ridicu- 
bus by” bis fooliſh attachment to her. The poor Colo- 
el was a pitiable dupe not only to this girl's cunning, 
die artful ſervants, who helped to tutor her, and be- 


ſadtices before he left Eogland ; the ſervants he had 


a weak man enough, had made her | 


een them but, poor man, he was ſenſible of their 
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diſcharged, but ſuch an imprevident adoption wa 10 
ſo cafily diſcarded ;. like an excreſcence on the (tj, 
©.  - though fore and troubleſome, he had not reſolution ye, 

| haps to—— _. W 
Mrs. Harley Hſtened thus ſat in filent attention; by 
prevented the great orator's proceeding farther, by 5 
- -remptorily. declining to take a pupil of that deſcriptics 
and expreſſed herſelf hurt at his propoſing it. 
This was exactly what our Knight aimed at; and le 

her reſolution ſhould waver, he proceeded to urge her u 

think again on the very pleas he knew would be mal 
: objeQtionable, If poſſible, to reconcile” what now j 

| 22 juimical to propriety, he truſted ſhe would doit; 

he begged her to conſider as the girl was really prety, 

und certainly older than her looks; if- the horrible no- 

ther got her into her power, which no doubt ſhe woull 

attempt, more particularly, as the girl might poſlbh 

retain ſo much of the old leaven in her as to hanker af 

|  thevices ſhe had ſucked with ber milk, ſhe would perays 

= . fell her for the vileſt purpoſes ; whereas the example and 

_ © anftrution of ſo good a woman might ſave. her from & 

= ſtruction, though indeed he confeſſed, when the mind 

| was once contaminated, certain habits were difficult, and 
in many eaſes impoſſible, to-eradicate. | 

Ms. Harley ſhrunk with horror from an idea of the 

remoteſt connection with ſuch a mother; and the intrw 

duction of a girl from the refuſe of ſociety, among 

. _ [Children of family and fortune, many of them equal u 

= the Miſs Muſhrooms, was an act from which her mig 

l ba revolted ; indeed the appeared both ſurpriſed and offend 

da, that Sir Solomon ſhould ever have propoſed it. 

= He ſtood corrected; but his apology was the intent 

= of his dear Horace z he hoped Mrs. Harley would forgt 

him, and indeed that ſhe would weigh well the wg 

=. ments he bad troubled her with; in which hope he took 

" bis leave, and after ſaying the girl would certainly i 

. brought 0 Mount Pleaſant, and departed, fully (atisitd 

1 be bad ſhut the doors againſt ber, and that in conſe 

. quence he ſhould be at liberty to diſpoſe of her mon 
Proper % Ä 

Mrs. Harley was a ſenſible elegant woman, eaſy in be 

eircumſtances, and contented in lier ſtation; the gd 
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doch of mind and perſon were cultivated at Mount Plea- 
ſat, by thoſe who poſſeſſed them in the higheſt degree 
lemſelvesz every ſcience, language, and accompliſh- 
ment which are eſteemed ornamental to the female mind, 
were there well taught, and well learned. The welfare . 
and improvement. of her pupils were not merely Mrs, 
Hatley's profeſſion but her delight, and the affection ſhe 
fe for them was truly maternal. | | 

Sir Solomon's viſit, his converſation, and alluſions to 
the intereſt of his dear Horace, were altogether extraor- 
dinary 3 Tuſpicion marked no part of Mrs, Harley's cha- 
rater; but ſhe bad ſenſe and penetration; her heart had 
uw many times deplored the fate of that young orphan, 
as the had witnefſed how very dear he was to his patron 3 
and that Sir Solomon Muſhroom ſhould on that or any 
confideration, agree to introduce an object ſuch as he 
now deſcribed, to aſſociate with his nieces, was an enig- 
ma, which left her mind in ſuch a ftate of incertitude as, 
happily for gur beggar, delayed her intended rejection 
tithe chaiſe Topped at the door, and Mrs. Betty, in 
lougand familiar tones, inquired if Sir Solomon Muſh 
room was there. | yr PN nar ey > 

The Knight had indeed promiſed to Sir Clement them 
into Mrs. Hartley's preſence ; but as we ſaid before of 
promiſes, biz had always a mental reſervation. 

Mrs. Harley's looks were ſevere, her manner cool, 
and her words few ; her eyes ſeemed to penetrate the 
heart, or as Betty faid, “ the looked as if ſhe had a 
ming to eat them.“ . Roſa, who had now been uſed to 
the kind attentions every body allows due to the pet of 
ieh man, who gave away a great deal of money, hung 
me; ang ſo hurt was Mrs. Betty, that one conſidera- 
den any prevented her flying off in a huff, and taking 
Miſs Roſa with her. 3 | | Ts 

"When Mrs. Betty planned the-excurſion to Penry, ſhe 
i with all poſſible regard to her own intereſt and 
convenience z and though the grand affair of her mar- 
1 Rood” preciſely in the ſtate in which the Colonel 
e e, neither advancing nor receding; yet, as old 
Fatker was certainly dying, ſhe thought à dinner at che 
Wiite-Horſe, to which were invited her brothers, fiſ- 
= aunts and couſins to the third and fourth pg" 


"= 


- . 
* * f * 
* al „ 
5 
= Y - 


SY "A 


244 ru BEGGAR GIRL. 


tz the ſchool, ſhe had ſet him down at a turning of the 
| road, within à mile of Penry, and extorted a promiſe 


——— ——— 2:71]. 
- — 
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bad left [Miſs at ſchool ; extortéd this promiſe certainy 

. ways. for he had moſt agreeably entertained her all the 
way from London with his averſion to Penry on account 
of the falſchoods invented there of his dear maſter, with 
the very civil concluſion, if he had not carried his Colo 
nel to Penry, his Colonel would have carried him to [1- 
dia, a diſappointment he hourly regretted. 


- conſideration of certain conſequences ſhe had a preſer- 


.timent would reſult from the dinner at the White-Horle 
From the ſame motive ſhe had now the patience to lea 


ed the features of the pretty beggar, felt a growing dil 


Roſa, which wholly contradicted the axiom ſome people 
are fond of maintaining, that elegance and vulgarity 


in that of our beggar. 


added, , Her papa, I ſuppoſe, knows.” 


face of our heroine, and it was fortunately of a 
tion that would bear it. 


might poſſibly make John ſpeak his mind; accord 
as it might not be decorous to let him-convey Mi i 


from him, to dine with her and her frienda, when he 


Mrs, Betty had then the fortitude to be ſilent, and in 


Roſa forward, telling her the lady would be very good 
.te her. 

Roſa hung her head ; ſcalding tears rolled down her 
* cheeks, from eyes that dared not again meet 
the repulſive glance of the ſtranger to whom ſhe was 
nor conſigned. 

Mra arley, while ſhe earneſtly and, flently ex ami 


poſition to doubt the explanation Sir Solomon * 
room's honour obliged him to make. 
There was a delicate -ſoftneſs in the countenance of 


are hereditary-features ;” :fince if ever true elegance wal 
ſeen in the peculiar expreſſion of a beautiful face, it vu 


Ho old is this child 7 ſaid the. Governeſs. 
Lord mam!“ anſwered Betty in her pert va. 
impatient at being detained, * how ſhould I Know!“ 

tty for once recollected her maſter's orders, and 


„ Her papa! Mrs. larley was ſtill ſerutinizin by 


« Will you ſlay wich me, child ?? "of 
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« you will love me Ike ay papa, and Sic Solomon 
Muſhroom.” 

„ Who, child?“ | 

« What ! don't you know Sir "TO Muſhroom, 
whopromiſed papa to love me dearly, and let his little 

girls play with me:? * 

* Jul then a fine girl, a hedd taller than Roſa, ſkipped 
into the room with the boldneſs and authority of a fa- 
vourite, to afk ſome trifling queſtion, and caſting her 
eyes on the little ſtranger, caught her in her arme, ex- 
claiming, “ Oh, you ſweet creature, are you come to 
ſchoo! ? you are quite a little angel! I never ſaw any 
thing ſo pretty ; you ſhall be my child ; will you come 
with me and ſee the other ladies“ 

Roſa, who though ſtanding before Mre. Harley, had 

fill bold of the corner of Betty's cloak, let it go, and 
ſmiling through her tears, gave her hand to her new 
fnend, who ſtcipped with her out of the room with as 
little ceremony as ſke entered. 

Beh glad to fee Roſa fo well difpoſed of, * more 
Flad tobe at liberty, took advantage of Mrs. Harley“ . 
profound reverie, and making all eee haſte to yon - 
her preſence, jumped into the chai 

«This Governe(s,” ſaid the, © is but an odd fort of 
« frumpiſh ill manner body for a ſchool miſtreſs ;“ but 
Penny's white ſteeple appearing through the trees juſt 
= ii woment, carried thither her thoughts, and N 
were ſoon completely occupied. 

Bat de fore we proceed to the importaut Anner at 
Fenry, ag we flatter gurſelves the beggar has made ſome 
tle intereſt in the hearts of our readers, we muſt in- 
orm them, that when Mrs. Harley awoke from her 
feverie, ſhe was both pleaſed and diſpleaſed at the 
Wochen of Roſa, or as ſhe will now be called, Miſs 
Buhanun, among her ladies: She felt her frong pre- 
Weiten ie the chills favour reprefſcd by the idea, 
at it would expoſe her to probable, if not certain dif- 
ſculties, ſuch as indeed might be hurtful to the reputa 
Won at her ſchool: but it was now paſt recall; ſhe 
Meier gave particular charge to her achers, When it 
ppenech ſhe could not keep the child netr herſelf, to 
vel. oy H * lee 


* 
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obſerve every word and action, and to make immediate 
report of the ſmalleſt impropriety. . A 
Tube young protrectreſs of our heroine, was the Mi; 
Bawſky with whom the reader is already lightly 2. 
-, . quaimted, + FP 1 3 
Miß Bawſky, a Rout; tall girl of ten years of agt, 
* without being remarkable for talent, genius or abilitie, 
| was the firſt favourite in the ſchool, as well with the 
| Governeſy as her Tcholars. Lively, good-natured, 
Friendly, generous, and agreeable, the unbounded in 
__gulgence of her uncle and aunt had not power to ſpoil i 
tener that endeared her to every body. 
Doctor Croak and his chere amie made it fo much the 
- buſineſs of their lives to prevent her wiſhes, that, except 
at times, when. the young ladies were. permitted to viſt 
her, the produce of their very fine garden was ſent to 
- +Fchool, and thus united ability, generoſity, and difpok- 
tion to oblige. The liking of the moment, -which 
among ſahool girls generally depends on local circum» 
\  Kances, was in this inſtance permanent; her attachment 
0 Roſa was no leſs laſting than fincere ; at her carat 
' + and particular-requeſt ſhe was permitted to exchange her 
preſent bed-fellow, and to Tupply her place by her nes 
| ; ſhe inftrufted.her in all the rules of the ſchool; 
and as the moſt ſtrict obſerver could diſcover none of 
thoſe traces of vice, cunning, or vulgarity, of which 
* Sir Solomam Muſhroom bad himſelf expreſſed by 
Fear, and taught Mrs. Harley to apprehend, this lady 
indulged” feelings natural to her diſpoſition, and in 
Read of reproaching the child becauſe ſhe was the of 
Ffpring of miſery, her heart dilated with compaſſion ; and 
ay ignorant and unpoliſhed ftate in which, notviths 
\ Kanding the Colonel's care, ſhe found the mind of Roli 
_ when compared to the children of her age, whoſe betta 
fortune had placed them at an earlier geriod under be 
excellent tuition, excited the ſtrongeſt deſire in her 0 
make up by a double proportion of attention for the ti 
de had unfortunately loſt. | 
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en e and an rea ſup. 


Ar the White-Horſe 3 or 8 was work- 
for Mrs. Betty in a manner ſhe had not dared to hope: 

- 4 dinner Was, as ſhe directed, ordered and provided 
there ; but it was agreed among | 80 relations this family 
meal mould be eaten at her ſiſter's, leaſt an event that 
happened the ſame morning ſhould make them all me- 
lanchol 

This event was no-other than the-long expected death 
of old Parker. 4 

John had formerly hinted a diſtant wiſh to become, 
one day or other, landlord of the houſe in which he was 
born; but though that wiſh had not ceaſed one hour to 
occupy the head and heart of his fellow ſervant, it. had 
not a ſecond time entered his own. If indeed there was 
one place on the face of the earth, more dilagreeable to - 
John at this moment than another, it was. preciſely that 
where he underſtood, as ſoon as he entered the village, 
he was come down to ſettle in, The matter had been 
brought to ſuch a certainty by Mrs. Betty and all her 
contdants, that every body he met ſhook hands, and 
withed the new landlord, as they called him, ſucceſs. 

purprile tied his tongue; he eſcaped from the crowd, 
md walked towards Mount Pleaſant, to meet the chaiſe, . 
and communicate the ſurpriſe to Mrs. Betty. 1 * 
*Dead!” criedthe damſel; “ and is he really dead? 
wold Parker then gone at laſt ? well, J ſce nothing at all 
Wonſag inthe matter.” “ 


Not in dcath, 2 Betty; tis the common lot, 
it 18 1 


— e 5 EF +1501 5 5 
And 
Will come when it will come. 8 
# Cowards dic many times before their death z 
be valiant never taſte of death but once . n 


He e And 


where I think - Fey . 


ro that ſoftened her voice when ſhe mentioned her mal. 
ter, went on. 


love to ſettle? had be not moſt generouſly given the 


-. fame houſe, where her dear John's. father and mother lived 


was more, for her fake, to conſider, © that a bird in the 


be appraiſed in the third; go to London for their things 


| "ſettled, and bave their friends about them the ſeventh 
which would be a comfortable week's work. | 


| he believed to have ariſen that ioftant in her teemili 
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„Ae chat cuts off twenty years oſ life, 
« Cuts off ſo many years of fearing death.” 


but what ſurpriſes me is the invention of this little, village, 


10 ——Slander'lives upon fucceſſion, 
Forever huuſed, where it once gets poſſeſſion.“ 


Betty's heart beat; this was the moſt important minute 
of her life; and after collecting her ſpirits and memur, 
ſhe replied, That was the only thing ſhe wanted. 

« What!“ aſked John, with bent. 

_ « To be houſed,” replied ſhe; “ this is no time to 
Rand "hilly ſhall 1; did not our good dear maſter, Cod 
bleſs him! ? 9 5 | 

«Ay, Mrs. Betty, we who knew him may well ſy 
ſo, in ſpite of the ſlander of this curſed village.” 

Mrs. Betty bit her lip, and having got over the ſor- 


Did not their dear maſter beg and defire them of al 
means? could any thing ever offer ſo lucky as the (cl 


and paid every body their own, —where they had nine 

children live born and chriftencd 2?” PIC 
John's eyes grew moiſt, and Betty threw her arm 
round his neck, begging him for God's ſake; and whit 


hand was worth two in the buſh ;“ „“ time and tide 
ayed for no man z' many things happened between 
the cup and the lip ;“ “ delays were dangerous; “ * ht 
that will not when he may, when he will he ſhall hare 
nay; with a variety of other axioms equally appoſite, 
and concluded by ſaying, that as old Parker died that 
morning, he might be buried in two days; they night 


the fourth 3 return the fifth; be married the ſixth; get 


John was aſtoniſhed at the fertility of thoſe ideas which 


mind; 
rs | 
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mind; and as he really could offer no other objection to 
the White- Horſe, thau the fin of defamation againſt 
his tnaſter, of which, after all, that commodious inn 
night-be wholly innocent, he was at a Joſs to account 
for, or excuſe, a certain repugnance, and ſecret dread he 
felt of that happy tate, from which he ſaw no poſſibility 
of eſcaping ; he ventured to look into the eye of the fair 
tempter, and made a ſucceſsleſs effort to flouriſh his right 
army. and put his beſt leg forward, as he repeated, 


Have I not in my time heard lions roar ? 
Have I not heard the ſea, puffed np by wind, 
„ Rage like an angry boar, chaffed with ſweat ? 
„Have I not heard great ordnance in the field, 
© And hcaven's artillery thunder in the ſkies ? 
« Have 1 not ?”: E 


« Lord, John,” interrupted Mrs. Betty, “ how can 
vou tand there, talking of ſights you have ſeen in the 
outfandiſh country ? ?tis well enough of a winter evening, 
when one has nothing to do, but when one may ſee 15 
many finer. ſights and all one's own, 'tis quite gibberiſh :. 
talk of Tons, bears, and thunder; Lord bleſs you! 
what are they to compare to the White - Horſe ?? 

John was nonpluſed; but after one whole minute 
ſlence on the part of Mrs. Betty, and meditation on 
that of her lover, he boldly anſwered in language more 
congenital to her underſtanding ; “ that fair and ſoftly 
went far ** „ that repentance often overtook ſpeed 3 
«that things done in a hurry were ſeldom well done;“ 
4 dead men's ſhoes never wore well before the corpſe was 
ſhrouded 3? „yes was ſooner ſaid than unſaid; «it 
was eater to do much than undo little 3?” “to marry in 
haſte was to 'repent at leiſure 3 and finally demanded 
e de len the chi. 

«Fiddle de dee of the child 
dot a whit the wiſer for John's el 
provoked at his procraſtinating 


anſwered Mrs. Betty, 
ence, though heartily 
fition. 1 


he de dee of the child !“ roared John; © let 


we tell you, Mrs. Betty—“ 
Betty burſt into tears, and John's voice ſoftened, 
Let me tell you, Mrs. Betty, my dear girl, the ſin 
Wingratitude is worſe than witchcraft, and 
ew > ED H 3 « Ti- 


1 


, 9 


We ſhall never proſper if we do not take care of the 


Lind to her then? has he? but « 


 —if maſter comes home, which pray God 


but I am ſure Lam no L would not hurt a hair of 


Nr himſelf for accepting his diſcharge ; mented he had 


room, he?” 


* He kind!“ replied Mrs. Betty; « yes, yes, he'll 


K.. « When forrow comes, they come not Gogle ſpies, 
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"Tis called ungrateful, - - 


* With unwillingneſs to pay a debt, | 
Which with a bounteous hand was kindly lent,” 


«- 


child. 

« And how,“ ſaid the ſobbing Betty, & can we take 
better care of her, than by having, as my poor dear 
maſter ſaid, a home for Miſs Roſa, and a houſe for Dido! 
for as to that old canting Succubus, Sir Solomon Muſk. 


« What !” interrupted John, colouring, “ is he not 


« Theſe old fellows 

Have their ingratitude in them hereditary ; 
Their blood is caked, tis cold, 

Tui lack of kindly warmth,” 


ake care of number one; charity begins at home with 
him-z what's bred in the bone, you—well, I ſay nothing 


Amen!“ quoth John. 

But if he ſhould do other ways than well.” 

It was now John's turn to ſob. 
Which you know is very likely, conſidering what 

a poor thing he is.“ 

« Oh ſay no more, y no more, my dear maſter, ob 
that I were with him!” - 

% Thanky, Mr. John.” 

There was no little ſpite in Mrs, Betty's « Thanky,” 
„„ 


But in battalions,” 
. Well, well, I dane: I am always to blame 3 


fellow ſervant's head; but if maſter dies 
John could no longer reſtrain his paſſion ; te curſed 


not followed the kindeſt of maſters and beſt of friends; 
and taxed himſelf with vey 6 For ſince,” od be 
- bis * 974 


4 
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Ko. He that can endure 
« To follow with allegiance f 


-* 08; a fallen lord, | — 
« Does conquer him who did his maſter conquer, 
« And carns a place in ſtory ; | 


« 1 have ſeen the day of wrong through the little hole of dif- 
cretion, and will riſe myſelf like a ſoldier,” | 
Betty's eyes were now opened wider than John had 
ever ſeen them ; at preſent he did not ſee them at all, 
for his own were fixed on the vacant air, and he went on 
hmenting his maſter till he had worked himſelf up to a 
reſolution to enliſt as a recruit in the India ſervice, that 
be might again ſerve under his brave Colonel. 
There was no bearing this; juſt as fortune, in contra- 
dition to Shakeſpeare himſelf, came with both hands 
full?” "The landlord of the White-Horſe dead; the little 
throne in the bar wanting nothing but an occupier; - 
when all Mrs. Betty's friends and is Fon which com- 
priſed not only the inhabitants of Penry, but thoſe of 
the two or three adjoining pariſhes, had ſet her down aa 
the certain envied ſucceſſor to all its honours; to ſee a 
man ſtand humming and hawing ; talking nonſenſe out 
of books, about maſters, when nothing hindered his be- 
ing a maſter himſelf; her laſt expedient was a fit; the 
chaiſe ſtopped; and the whole village, alarmed by her 
(creams, collected to offer aſſiſtance to the new landlady. 

Aﬀter a decent time taken for recovery, John, remind- 
ed every third minute that Miſs Roſa being now ſettled at 
Mount Pleaſant, and Mount Pleaſant. being but two ſhort 
miles from Penry, he might not omy conſtantly viſit her in 
the pretty chaiſe cart, new painted, but even ſometimes 
bring her home, as his poor dear good maſter wiſhed ; 
and conſidering that his repugnance to entering into the 
holy ſtate of matrimony muſt give way to the neceſſity of 
the times, he fixed his eyes on Betty with a look that 
dad more of exhortation than 4 ſmaoth tongued wooing? 
wit, and lighed out, 2 bud X | 
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* — — To wilſul men, _ F 
« The j injuries that they themſelves procure, 
« Muſt be their ſchool maſters,” 


School maſters! Lord - John, good John, dont 
talk ſo wild; you are no more fitter for a ſchool- maſter, 
than 1 for a parſon ; befides there's enough of them 
there rubbiſh every where; you ſhall be a landlord, John; 
you forget what you faid once ?? 
| we No, Betty, but 


An habitation giddy and inſecure 
« Hath he that buildeth on the vulgar heart,” 


% Vulgar! I am fure you make we abide 7 do you 
eall Penry vulgar? is not there Sir Solomon Muſhroon's 
fine' place? and Doctor Croak's? and Mr. Quibdl:', 
that was, Squire-Quibble's that is? and my Mrs. Fever. 
mam and didn't old Parker new tile the old thatch and 
| white waſh but laft ſummer, as ever wa 
n, well,” aid , un inſtead of flow 
riſhing his arms, 


There is a ſpecial providence in the fall of a ſparrow ; if it 
be now, tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be now; 
ik it be not now, yet 


and he fighed deeply, 
it will come ; the readineſs AI, knee wo man . 


„Ready! every thing is quite ready,” et 
Betty, paſſing ber arm under his, and leading towards 
the dear White-Horſe ; ** wy are all waiting for us; 
do walk a little faſter.” 

John ſtopped, * I fee,” ſaid he, deſcending from 
Shakeſpeare: into the fort of quotations Mrs. Betty 
could not miſtake, „tis in vain to pull againſt the 
ſtream ; he that's born to be hanged need not fear wa- 
ter; needs mult, when the 10 

% Thankye, dear John,“ and Betty's pretty hand 
ſtopped his mouth; © no you fha!l not call me names; l 
never called you names, and what's more never will.” 
There was a witchery in her look and voice at this 

moment which John could not reſiſt; „ his 
pace, and bid her do as ſhe pleaſed, only to remember, 


r | | 6 — Out 
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our natures do purſue, 
* Like rats that ravin down their proper bane, 
* Athirſty evil. | 


remember that, Betty.“ 
will if I can, John.” 
| # == and when we thirſt we dic.” 


« God forbid ! beſides we ſhall keep good liquor.“ 
They were now met by Mrs. Betty's ſiſter, who joy- 
fully conducted them to her own houſe, where they 
dined z after which ſhe made ſo good a uſe of John's 
leave 0 do as ſhe pleaſed,” and her friends were ſo 
rady to give her every aſſiſtance, that the bargain was 
truck, and all matters ſo ſettled, that according to the 
letter of her arrangement, ſhe had the pleaſure of top- 
ping the landlady, with her friends about her, on the 
Sunday following. 68 $5 
The purchaſe money fer the leaſe and furniture being 
all pazd down in hard guinens, which Betty thought 
looked more ſubſtantial than fooliſh bits of paper, eſta- 
bliſhed the reſponſibility of the new landlord ; and the 
biver falts, caſtors, tea-pot, milk ewer, ſpoons, &c. 
went no ſmall way towards fixing the character of his 
wie, | | 
The landlady's oſlentatious difplay of all her riches, - 
was meant to prove her owa great deſerts, while her 
bulband eonfidered the public exhibition of them as a2 
gatefal acknowledgement of bis maſter's generoſity. + 

The countrymen, Who are ſeldom deficient -in- mo- 
theres wit, aud who io gencral perfectly underſtand the 
Dutch proverb of, Nothing for nothing,” ſmoaked a 
e for though io contradiction to the favourite axiom 
of that lage people, they had ſeen Colonel Bubanun 
creulate ſo much money among themſelves, for nothing, 
or whien is next to nothing, a few. Bleſs your ho- 
wir,” and thanks, it was as plaiu as the ſun at noon- 
tide, that the landlady of the White- Horſe had made 
der huſband's fortune. 5 p | 

Ms. Brown, who thought of little but - ſupporting. 
dad increaſing her conſequence, affected to conſider the 
Wei as a dear bargain, doubled the purchaſe; 
wm and generally finaled with, God knew, hun- 

: „ died 


4 


: * 
* F 5 
— , \ kg”. w- 
- * . l 


« * 


144 raus BEGOAR GIRL. 


d dreds ſoon went; a truth none of her confidents pre. 
| tended to diſpute ; the only myſtery in her cafe, which 
was: not now ſolved, was not how the hundreds went, 
but how they came; and Harry, the under butler a 
Muſhroom- place, who, though he had in the village 
ow, kept company with Betty off and on three or 
ur years, was too true a copy of his betters, to have a 
thought of marriage, bad the willow preſented to him 
by one of his fellow ſervants, while all the reft felici. 
tated his miraculous eſcape, from the honourable order 
of antlers. 3 ene, PL 
Sunday, the proudeſt day Mrs. Brown, the new land. 
lady of the White Horſe had ever ſeen,” when ſhe fat 
at the head-of her own table, receiving the congratulz. 
tions of her friends, at length paſſed ; and Monday was 
the day of triumph to ber huſband, as it ſaw him dreſſed 
in a handſome” plain brown coat, ſeated in the ney 
painted chaiſe cart literally loaded with cakes, ſweet- 
meats, and the fineft fruits in ſeaſon for Miſs Buhanun; 
and a neat japan caſe, which being in his own keeping, 
had eſcaped the Lynx eyes of his wife, containing be- 
ſides ſome fine liqueurs, two bottles of otta of roſes for 
the Governeſs. ky | 
"Had Mrs. Brown known how highly dames of the 
Ton value, and how liberally they pay, for this ſame 
otta of roſes, the firit queſtion of who ruled at the 
White Horſe, might have been that hour determined, 
and tbough ignorant of the value, it was with infnitc 
reluctance ſhe ſaw it put into the cart; but our landlord 
pulled out the cambric frill of his ſhirt, proudly mounted 
his carriage, with Dido by his fide, and whipping off in 
the midit of her expoſtulatory regretſ, reached Mount 
Pleaſant in the conſcious joy of obeying the commands 
of his maſter, beoefaRor, and friend. 
Sir Solomon Muſhroom, in expeQation of the little 
bdeggar's rejection at Mount Pleaſant, and naturally con- 
' cluding both maid. and child would return to him, choſe 
t wait the event in London. The firſt day having pa- 
Jed, be ſuppoſed Mrs. Betty had ſtopped at Penry, to 
_ _ viſit her friends- The ſame concluſion: made him 
he three ſucceeding ones; but when a fourth, * 
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txth allo paſſed, bis mind miſgave him, that all was not 
in the train he wiſhed. 

Merrily rung the Penry bells all Sunday ; the bride- 

landlord, had given the ringers a-leg of mutton, 
and plumb-pudding with plenty-of amber. Sir Solomon 
looked. out of his carriage window, and. ſaw Mrs. Betty 
drefſed in virgin white, ſeated in the bar of the White 
Hotſe, and favours in all the hats doffed to the lord of 
the manor; he pulled the cheque, and out came nn 
and landlady Brown: 

John bluſhed ; Betty ſimpered. 

The Lord of the Manor preſumed he might wiſh Ws 
joy, and how was Miſs Rola? ? 

Mr. Brown was aſhamed to fay ſhe had been at ſchool 
near a week, without his enquiring after her. 

I Dorn wondered Mr. Brown would be ſo filly 3 
no news was good news all the world over; ſhe had left 
Miſs quite pleaſed and happy. 

Sir Solomon, baving flattered himſclf they had kept 
the child to witneſs their auſpicious nuptials, was ſo 
overpowered with this agreeable information, that he 
could not 1 pen! ; on nodded to his ſervants * 
to goon. 

+ Mrs. Brown, who a no jota of the notability 
of her new character, followed with courtfies to the 
ground, hoping his honour would continue his favours to 
the White Horſe. _ v4 9 

Again the cheque was pulled; Sir Solomon ſtam- 
were, s Why, why, what, what you, are you * ; 

„ Tbe landlady, an pleaſe your honour,” Another. 
low courtly. _ 

Sit = TR glanced a languid eye at Joby, who 6 
reminded,” advanced with his landlord's bow. 

vir Solomon was monſtrous glad they were his neigh» 
deu but then again he was-monſtrous ſorry too they 
ad been fo haſty ; feared they were taken in ; withed 
ney had conſulted him. 

Penetrated by that-wiſh, in which be half coincided, 

John was on the point of raibng his hand to his head; 

wt ſmart pull by the ſlec ve n bis Pow re ſo 

Fregious a miſtake. 2 80 
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« So we ſhould,” ſaid ſhe pertly, © but fartain of 
your honour's friendſhip, and being very buſy, did not 
think of troubling your honour? © ©" 

* You are always right, Mrs,—a—qa_”” 

% Brown, an pleaſe your honour.” "VS 
A e Right, Brown; good even, Mrs. Brown; go 

on.” And the carriage proceeded to 'Muſhroom-place, 

- Conſidering what the readers do know, and what t 
do not know, it was wonderful with what philoſophy 

Sir Solomon Muſhroom took his coffee at home, after 
ſuch a double diſappointment and mortification ; 'tis 

true he had a trifling head-ach, raved at the houſe. 

keeper, curſed the butler, and was on the point of 

- aQually diſmifling his valet ; but recovered himſelf 
- ſufficiently to drive his phaeton to Mount Pleaſant 

_— 

Before the Lord of the Manor's elegant carriage 

could approach conyeniently to Mrs. Harley's gate, his 

groom was obliged to remove the new painted chaiſe cat 
belonging to landlord Brown, juſt eaſed of its lading ; and 
an the parlour he encountered the landlord himſclf, with. 

a moift cheek, talking to Roſa. | 

Poor Sir Solomon! was there no end to his vexation !: 
while he thought he could. manage the ſervants of his 
abſent friend, juſt as fuited his own intereſt. and pleaſure, 

he only held them in contempt ; but for ſuch low crea- 

' tures to intrude themſelves into Gtuations which claſhed 
with his will and pleaſure, was preſumption that juſtly 
incurred his inveterate hatred; Piper + 

Having brought himſelf to conſider the affociating a 
beggar with his nieces, as a ſcandalous degradation 
to himſelf, he had uſed every effort art could ſuggeſt, to 
prevent what had neverthelefs happened. 

3 He had taken infinite pains to perſuade Mrs. Harley 
be wiſhed her to do, what at the fame time he uſed all 
i | the ſophiſtry his great powers could ſupply, to conviner 

ber was liinproper to be done; here too he was foiled; 

add had he dared to trifle with the known integrity that 
bad counterafted his deſign, the removal of the Miß 
| Muſhrooms would have been the inſtantaneous conſe 
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No three beings on earth could be at this moment 
more obnoxious to him than thoſe whom it was now ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould affect to regard with kindneſs, 

When our landlord was announced, Roſa was putting 
the lk into Mrs. Harley's netting needle, and giving 
her u long hiſtory of Dido's good qualiti. s. „„ 

Ihn had feaſted voluptuouſly on the approb tion 7 
bis own” heart, till from being clated he hd bec..me ſd ; 
tears were in his eyes when he tied his horſe's head to 
Mrs. Harley's gate, and the ſound of lioſa's voice, 
ſpeaking of Dido, made them rum over, 

Dido few to Roſa, and Roſa flew to receive John, 
elung round his neck, aſked queſtion after queſtion about. 
papa, without waiting for an aniwer; aud the moment 
her frock was filled with his preſents, ran away, fol- 
bwed by Dido, in ſearch of her friend, Miſs Bawſky. 

Mr. Brown would not fit, and could not ſpeak ; he 
preſented the India cafe, Which Mrs. IIarley declined 
accepttng. ENG WT, | 

it was my maſter's, madam,” ſaid he, „my dear 
honoured maſter, whoſe heart, er 

* But take him on all in all 1 flull not luok upon his like 
again x 4 4 9 
ad why ſhould ſuch a poor ignorant fellow as me talk 
about bir heart ; his is the fineſt commander in the army; 
he led his men to glory; yes, led them; he was always 
a ig che poſt of danger; ah, how many a hard day 
ad night of duty have I ſcen.him bear, without flinch» 
3 - | by tao i a 


His nature is too noble for the world; ; 
* He would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 
Or Jove for his power to thunder. 


* He hath tear for pity, and a hand 
pen as day for melting charity” 
bit he diſcharged me; he took another ſervant. f 
Mrs. Harley was all attention; this was the plain 
ple language of grateful affection, free from that art 
lieh the Knight had accuſed him; but her. faith in 
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the regreſentations of the great man, had continued 1, 
deereaſe from the hour Roſa eutered her houſe. 
And why, Sir, were you diſcharged ?”*. faid ſhe, in 
ſoothing accent. | ; 

„ Diſcharged, madam ; no, I beg your pardon; { 
can never be diſcharged from doing my duty; my ma. 
ter loved that poor dear little, hem-hem ; he was fond, 
very fond of lifs Buh = 1 

« Yes, yes,” replic rs. Harley, I ectly un. 

'derſtand tl. 16 RY r 
"Mr. Brown looked ſurpriſed. | 
„1 know her claims on Col. Buhanun,” continued 
Mrs. Harley. 
And, pray, madam, who could be ſo buſy as to in- 
form you ?? aſked Landlord Brown. 

« Sir Solomon Muſhroom to be ſure,” anſwered Mrs, 
+ Harley ; * do you think it would have been proper to 
recommend a child like this, to ſuch a ſchool as mine, 
| —_— informing me of every particular concerning 
r ”, c 


„hy, look you, madam,” ſaid he, © as to what 
is to be done, in regard to ſuch a ſchool as yours, 
I know nothing about it, but I always thought it not 
proper for a gentleman to break his word: I never do: 
nor my Colonel never did; it is a meanueſs in a gentle 
man, and a vice in a private. COR | 


Life every man holds dear; but the brave man 
« Holds honour far more precious dear than life.“ 


having once ſaid he would take eare of that pretty young 
_ gentleman, Mr. Horace, my Colonel will be ſure to 

n his word; but as to this Sir Solomon, it is quite 
another thing ; I heard him promiſe, but 


\* Promiſing js the very air of the time; it opens the eyes of 


and his was made with, | 
The ſeeming truth which cunning times put on, 
T entrap the wiſeſt ? 3 wy 
ſuch men = FTIR mY ; 1 , * 5 5 5 
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1 Mr. Brown put on his hat, though in the preſence of 
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ere the holy cords in twain 
« Too intricate t' unlooſe ; foothe——” - 


Mrs. Harley, who was not quite ſo familiar with, nor 
perhaps ſo enamoured of Shakeſpeare, interrupted John, 
by aſking what Sir Solomon had promiſed. a 


- 


«Why, madam,” he anſwered, in a firm voice, “he 
promiſed, nay he ſwore, he would not tell any body, 


not even his own nieces her play -fellows, any thing 
about, about her, Miſs Roſa; Sir Solomon is a great 
man z more's the pity ; but he's no changeling, though 
he is ſo proud, and 2275 1 


4 Small things make baſe men proud * 


however one cannot waſh the blackamoor white ; fo 'K 


ſhan't ſay any more about him z 
. © An honeſt tale ſpeeds beſt, being plainly told.“ 


My maſter, as he ſaid, and it was one of the laſt thi 
he did fay, changed the nature of my ſervice on onde 


have-a friend and a home; God bleſs her, ſhe cannot 


Landlord Brown was © i'th' talking vein,” and Mrs. 
Harley not in cue for further interruption ; but on 
Roſa's entering, he took off his hat, and the tears ſtood 
on his cheeks, when, as before-ſaid, Sir Solomon Muſh» 


Mrs, Harley, reſpecting Sir Solomon's intention to de- 
cave her, were entirely done away by the manner of his 
accoling” the landlord and her pupil; the frank and 
iInendly/appearance he put on to the former, as well as 
the fondneſs he affected for the latter, coſt him, ſhe 
Aae perceived, ſome pains to aſſume; nor was ſhe. 


the whiſpering compliment he paid her on her having 


malice than the approbation his pliant features wore ; 
and While the utmoſt of her penetration could not fathom 
8 motive for ſuch blended eruelty and deceit, the felt all 
be warmth of her heart, which indeed was the ſeat of 


kindneſs, intereſted for the little pratling 
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if the worſt came to the worſt, that Miſs Roſa migbt 


want either, if ſhe has juſtice, for“ T= 
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room was ſhewn in. 280 
Whatever doubts might yet remain on the mind of 


done impoſed on by the exceſs of his civility to herſelf; 


wnquered her prejudice, had more in it of concealed 
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Roſa, who, ſeated on Sir Solomon's knee, was recount. * 

ing all the little occurrences of the ſchool. | 

Mr. Brown, to whom it was now viſibly irkſome to 

1 pay any reſpe& to the Lord of the Manor, haſtencd to 

| bis chaiſe cart ; and Sir Solomon having fignificd his in. 

| tention of. taking the Miſs Muſhrooms home to dine, 

left Roſa wondering he did not take her alſo, and 

mounting his phaeton, paſſed the humbler vehicle of our 

friend Brown, with ſuch velocity as to threaten its def. 

. truthon, and at the ſame moment, touching his hat with 

an air of utmoſt condeſcenſion, he ſaid, * What! met 

| again, landlord.” x | 4 

« Yes,” repli-d John, who had with great difficulty 
kept his frat, ub | . | 

+ Miſery acqua ints a man with ſtrange, bed-fellows.” 


* 


eat x. 
The- Boarding Schaol Mi; Het. 


| Mas. Harley's private obſervations, and reflections on 
the conduct of Sir Solomon Muſhroom, reverſed all the 
| preſent ſchemes of that profound palitician ; Roſa be- 
| | en ne ſtationary in her favour, and every hour increaſed 

| the attachment of her friend Miſs Bawſky. 


% = 


Elinor Bawſky, as we have ſaid, was the favourite of 
th- whole houſe ; but notwithRanding the attention of 
the Governeſs and her teachers, ſhe was the greateſt dunce 
1 in the ſchool ; ſhe would work plain work for the fa- 
| =. _mily, from the Governeſs to the kitchen maid ; run any 
= Where for any body; hop through a country dance, aud 
put her partners out in a reel; but had no voice or car 
for muſic ; nd taſte for drawing; wrote a ſad ſcrav!; 
and was, in ſpite of all the care and entreaties of the 
teachers, not only a bad, but vulgar orthographiſt. 
| So entirely impoſſible was it indeed to make her mil- 
| treſs of a lingle accompliſhment, that Mrs. Harley, 
wough the tenderly loved: her, entreated Decor Croak 
1 "Mi + 5 PANE IR.) | NON: 
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10 texove her to ſome other ſchool, in hope change of 

nitration might produce an alteration'in the pupil. 
This the Dactor would not hear of; he confidered 

Mount Pleafant as the beft air near the metropolis; and 


ance, life and health were his principal anxieties in re- 
card to her. It was indeed not poſſible for the moſt 


health and affect ons of the moſt darling child, than 
Doctor Croak and Mrs. Bawſky, were of this their re- 


not ſay? leaving therefore the naughty world, we intro- 
duce the more accompliſhed, but leſs amiable, Miſy 
Muſhrooms to our readers. | 2» n 
Theſe young ladies, who were born heireſſes, and will 
move in on elevated ſphere of life, were each bleſſed with 
a certain ſhare of perſonal beauty. | 


ear, a tall, genteel, well made irl, with what is called 
leepy blue eyes, light brown hair, regular features, and 


ſtinate freckles, was the favourite of Sir Solomon. \ 
Maria, juſt turned of fifteen, was ſhorter, and indebted 


der ſhape,” but her face was much more beautiful than 
ter tere, and ſhe had a greater ſhare of vivacity ; her 
je were alſo blue, but lively and piercing, her eye- 
rows and hair were more dark, and her complexion as 


urkable fine hands and arms. 


peat fortunes, and they were ordered to attend to the 
de accompliſhments, becauſe they would have a right to 
dect to de peereſſes. Thus inſtructed, no wonder 


Me young adies, their companions, or that no care 

nd attention could correQ their inborn errors; more 
perially as thoſe very errors were by the ill. judgiug Sir 

woman gonſtrued into their oppoſite virtues. 


atnels 5 and the fearful ſervility that Accompanied 
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though'no doubt her improvement might be of import- 
doating parents to be more ſolicitous to preſerve the 


puted niece. The world indeed did ſay, but what will it 
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Charlotte, the eldeſt, now entering her ſeventeenth 
die complexion, though a little disfigured by large ob- 


o ber ſtay- maker for concealment of a little defect in 


_ : © 
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ar and perfectly clear ; both had good teeth, and re- 


They had been early told they were great beauties and 


 allumed'a ſuperiority that rendered them diſguſting - 


The ntolerable pride which rendered them ridiculous 
Potters, "was by him conſidered as omeng of future 


every _ 


A ty 
\ D 


. q 


quieſcence to his will, and reſpect to his authority. 
by a woman of low birth and vulgar manners, with whom, 
fubſiſtence, £ 


either, the vain man muſt have acceded to any terms he 


properly, he promiſed to ſettle them ſplendidly. 
| looking forward to the period when he could no longer 


. the uſual ſchool inſtructions, their diſpoſitions pourtrayed 


and their mother's low cunning. | 


_ underſtood by the unconſcious girls themſelves, un 


revolt from advantages which 
- avail himſelf of ſq fayourable an opportunity, and lays 


found future graudeur of his family, but involve be 
| 2 7 He | 


F 
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every act in his preſence, were proofs of dutiful ic. 


Sir Solomon Muſhroom's whole life was a myſtery the 
world could not unravel: The young ladies we have been 
deſcribing as his nieces, were in fact his natural daughter, 


in ſome former ſcenes of his extraordinary hiſtory, he 
had cobabited, but from whom he had been long ſepa. 
rated, obliging her to accept a ſeanty pittance for her 


jeR to all the caprice of tyranny and up. 
ſtart pride, | WHIT 

The woman did not want ſpirit, and ſhe poſſeſſed i 
more than common degree of cunning ; had ſhe exerted 


demanded ; but- he in that caſe ſwore to abandon her 
children, and on the contrary, if ſhe conducted berief 


| d of her daughters and their attainments, and 


threateu her-with a deſertion of his own children ; when 
the rank they ſhould be placed in would b&permanent; 
when ſhe might aſſert her maternal claims; thus threa- 
enced, and thus promiſed, ſhe conſented to give up the 

title of mother, and. aſſume the humbler one of nurſe. 
The girls, taken at a very early age from nurſe, were 
at Mount Pleaſant, where, while. they reccived 


a moſt unamiable mixture of their r's vain pride, 


Every receſs of the ſchool they paſſed at Muſhroon- 
place ; during the two laſt of which the familiar inter 
courſe between them and. Mr. Horace Littleton had in- 
proved into a partiality on thęir ſide, which, though nt 


quickly perceived by the experienced father who, hv 
zog no conception of thoſe fine wrought feelings which 
the confidence of ius 
cence might offer, made no doubt but Horace 


ſettled plan to carry off his favourite daughter, and 0 
not only deſtroy the fabric on which he had reſolved 
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> many difficulties, We have feen how his mind was 
gere from theſe vexatious ideas, and we have yet to 
be bis grateful returns for that relief. | | . 
That Sir Solomon loved his children, is not to be diſ- 
buted 5 but the auſtere manner in which he treated and 
mmanded them, was ill calculated to cheriſh a return of 
atural affeQtion 3 all the ſoft ſprings of tenderneſs, ſym- 
thy, and filial love were kept in ſubjection to fear and 
tereſt, the two molt potent enemies to real attachment; 
thile on the contrary, the mutual, though flolen ex- 
bange of confidence, bound them unknowidgly to their 
ther, who under character of nurſe, was ſuffered to 
them, by the good offices of Mrs. Harley's Houſe» 
zer notwithſtanding Sir Solomon's prohibition. To 
ler they imparted all. their little grievances, and from 
jer they received ſuch conſolation as would beſt. recon- 
e them to their lot; and ſuch inſtructions as ſhe, from 
penience, knew were beſt adapted to retain and in- 
maſe their influence over their | «hp and' thus were 
hey from infancy initiated into the ſyſtem of 2 and 
ning, which, though in ſuch different ſituations, 
qually governed Sir Solomon Muſhroom and Dorothy 


wWnght. © 
- Fl well; ſung a little, played a little, drew 
little, and were indeed mediocritiſts in all. female 
pmphſhments, to many of which Sir Solomon having 
| ntherto a perfect ſtranger, he could not but con- 
ler them as miraculous ſpecimens of that perfection 
dich in a ſhort time would aſtoniſh the admiring world. 
They were now earried to Muſhroom- place, for the 
pprels purpoſe of receiving inſtruction for their conduct 


wards Roſa. | . 
Leung as Miſs Charlotte was, her heart had received 
elk which it was leſs eaſy to expel than Sir Solomon | V 
Weir, She turned pale at ſeeing the place of Ho- 1 
atthe bottom of the table, occupied by the ſecond 
Lot Mr, Quibble, the village lawyer, who ſucceeded 
un money teller, account keeper, and amanuenſis; 
who, if he was not ſo handſome as his predeceſſor, 


— 
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ud at leaſt talk ten times as much. . 

Charlotte's colour varied every time young Quibble 

be, and ſhe was obliged to leave the table, l 
| _—”. without i 


| 
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without a ſingle inquiry from the politic uncle as to the 
cauſe. Bt at 
Maris talked, and talked of nothing elſe but Hort; 
wondered: where be was gone; why he went; when he 
would return ;- and indeed was all wonderment and ©. 
rioſity 3 but as Sir Solomon would not, and Quibhle 
dared not anſwer, the ſubje& dropped at table, to be 
treaſured up bet x een herſelf and ſiſter, for the next meet. 
ing with Dorothy; and time, * which is the nurſe and 
breeder of all good, ſo meliorated the diſcaſe it could 
not remedy, that with the help of a” good nurſe, one 
| of the young ladies ſoon beeame reconciled to the grand 
= plans, with which their uncle began to dazzle them; 
| while the other, under her ſage authority and advice, 
| hugged a ſecret hope to ber heart, of which even he 
ſiſter was not the confidant, 
=. When the Miſs Muſhrooms: returned to Mount Ple 
3 laat, their conſequence was not a little raiſed by the con. 
.  parative meanneſs of the new boarder, whom they nov 
— underſtood, was the identical little beggar, of whom they 
had heard their uncle ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly, before 
any event was foreſeen that could poſſibly connect ſo del- 
picable a brat with them. They confidered her 2s a di 
grace to the ſchool z. and to do the young ladies! juſtice, 
| nothing could be more liberal than. their-communication 
on the ſubje&; nor could any thing be more calculated 
to mortify and diſtreſs our little heroine, had it not been 
counteracted by Mrs. Harley's poſitive commands the 
ſubject ſhould: never be mentioned in the ſchool, and by 
the warmth of her ſtaunch friend, Miſs Bawiky, wie 
declared the whole ſtory was falſe z. that ſhe knew all 
Miſs Buhanun's family; that her unele attended them; 
that they were all rich people, and kept their coaches; 
d as Miſs Bawſky's credit was infinitely greater that 
| that of the Miſs Muſhroom's, this alſo was trezſured i 
[ | for n'#ſe, and the little beggar was af courſe dropt. 
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4 CHA P. XIII. 
Shewing Sir Kolo mon Muſbroom's generous mode of proving 
mjelf a © friend in need,” and bow the Beggar is in 
danger of being the objet of bis compaſſion. | 


Ix the meantime the little fick plant that ſcarce gave 


hope of life, was ſhooting into peifection; Roſa grew 


incredibly faſt, and her underſtanding opened ſtill faſter 
than her feature increaſed ; ſhe was docile, ingenious, 
and attentive, the was the pride of Mrs. Harley, the 
delight of Mr. Brown, and being confidered as a, young 
kdy who would have a large fortune, was a great favourite 
ide finelt of all fine landladies, Mrs. Brown, © 

Mrs. Brown was indeed ſoon one of the firſt ladies of 
the ſecond order at Penry ; ſhe talked faſter than ever, 
weſt ine, and in the afternoon tea way her bar exhibited 


% 


aner; ſo that all things confidered, no wonder Mrs. 
brown grew fat, and forgot one half of her acquaintance, 

Mr. Brown, who, poor man, was faſt approaching to 
pee infignificance, he being as his fpouſe aſſured Mr. 
farry, but half ſaved, was moſt opportunely Touſed from 


*Vexing the car of 2 vcowly man,” 
dy being choſen drill ſerjeant to the militia, in which em- 
poyment He re-afſumed ſome degree of confequence, aad 


lority of one, who had, as he proudly ſaid, to teach 
* All the unſettled humours of the land; ; 


=Ralh, inconfiderate, fiery volunteer, | 
© With ladies” face, and dragons” ſpleens “, 


Y filled our landlord's time in a manner moſt agreeable 
 wnlelf, but added to the importance of his wife. 


” 
/ 4 


lakelpeare, and meditated from morning till night, de- 
Lite was tcdious as a twice told tale, 


of gr thing. - - 
rs. Feverſham, her old miſtreſs, regularly read the 


newipaper there, and had more than, once invited her to 


he bench at his door, where he fipped amber, read 


wr Higamber from the hand of his tapſter, with the au- 


he art of looking like ſoldiers ; and this-employment not RE AM 
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All this was very pleaſant, and it wanted but one thing 
to be delectable, which was permanence; for truth 1, 
ſay, What with fine cloaths, fine company, and fine ſe. 
wants; for John having been uſed to attend on a Colond, 
and being now a ſort of officer himſelf, could not ta 
oſtler Er and Betty having even, when a ſerran, 
been uſed to command, could not poſſibly, now hes 
a landlady, wait on herſelf. The brewer and diſlilla 
had called rather too often for their bills, and before any 
letters were received from the Colonel, there was half x 
year's rent unpaid, _ which the landlord was importy- 
3 nate. 
= . Mrs. Brown finding herſelf offended with the fellorh 
. 1 2 waited on the Lord of the Manor, and ot 
the credit of her maſter's parting direction, requeſtel 
3 the loan of an hundred pounds. 
| Several ſhips had arrived from India ſince the ſuppoſed 
= time of the Golone!'s arrival there, but as no letters were 
xeceived from him, there was more than even chancy 
that what money remained of his in the hands of the 
Knight, might be fairly conſidered as part of his om 
Linking fund; ald in that caſe lending Mrs. Brown a 
hundred pounds would be giving exactly that {um out c 
his x 3 a thing toe unreaſonable. to be e. 
pectec. 
Mrs. Brown was put off from day to day, till all the RP 
1 expected ſhips were arrived, without a line from the Co 
| |  lopel; fo that really Sir Solomon having already diſburſed 
W- -- do bo large an amount for the girl, (Miſs was already 
-  dropped,) he was ſorry i it was not in is power to lerit 
Landlady Brown. 
Mrs. Brown, who reckoning o on "ths ſopply as a cen 
tain fund in reſerve, had given herſelf no concern a 
the bills, was dumb with ſurpriſe and diſappointment; EP 
| Sir Solomon turned on his heel, and ſhe returned home 
= - to abuſe her ſpouſe, the Colonel, and the Lord of tix 
| « te 
= The time paſt !” ſaid Mr. Bevin enournfaly, 4 
| | the time then indeed paſt when we ſhould have hea 
| from my Colonel? Oh he is dead! he is dead!” 
| = Mrs. Brown revived. “ Dead,” repeated ſhe; © 
= seren hs ks vill f Er Tay, f b 
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* ſomething ; four or five hundred pounds at 
t. f 
1 ber not,” ſaid John, tartly ; . and I neither 
nor defire it. 
Mrs. Brown fired up, well diſpoſed to cavil the 
den ſhe was intetrupted by the entrance of Sir 3 
ahroom, Who, though he had left her an hour before 
th little eciimony, and leſs good humour, was now | 
ll of (miles, and even jocular. 
Mrs. Brown looked ſullen and her buſband forrowful, 
t neither ſpoke. | 
Sir Solomon however did ſpeak, and very much to the 
ole too ; he would in the firſt place advance any money 
aimed; he was going to fetch his nieces and Mits 
bubanun, to [paſs a few days at the Place; and laſtly, he 
d that inſtant received a packet from Colonel Bubanun, 
| which were incloſed, beſides his own, letters for * 35 
lola, for Mrs. Harley, and for Mr. Brown. | 
Our landlord toffed off a us of brandy, and gave A 
ud buzga; + 
Sir Solamon preſented the letter to Mrs. Brown, Who 
cording to eſtabliſhed cuſtom, was in the act of break» 
ig the ſeal, when her huſband ſnapped it from her, and 
tired to his favourite bench to peruſe it. f 
duch a flagrant innovation of the rules of the houſe, 
ld not have eſcaped a warm reſentment, had not a. 
pot paper, which dropped from the letter while Mr. 
wen was weeping, or in his wife's witty phraſe, blub- 
mag over it, -been picked up'by Mrs. Feverſham as ſhe 
the door, which proved to be a draft on Sir 
— * for 1 50l. in ure Jous and Eli. 
abeth, Brown. ' 
Our landlord was taken 3 he was obliged. to lie - 
a; the landlady proteſted ſhe would have a new rich 
cotlequo. gown and coat againſt next ſummers Sir 
on was jocular,- the country men winked at esch 
ler, the bills were paid, and Landlady Brown Was a 
auler perſonage than ever. 1 
Wen were the good ſtars of Roſa a: 2c ; with 
ier came packages of rich gold and filver- muſlins, - 
| pieces of which were addreſſed to Mrs. Harley, the 
to be divided between Roſa and her r young . 


To © we ow - 
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| the Miſs Muſhrooms. Hence the reader will penetntt 
the motives for ſo ſudden an invitation to Muſtrog, 

=p place. 1 | b 5 53 

f | The Colonel's letters were ſhort, but every line breathe 


” "that foul of benevolence which graced every action of hy 
fe; he beſought Mrs. Harley to love Roſa ; and he be. 


„ 


8 Tought Roſa to love fim; avowed his continued inter 
ö 
| 


Tion to make her his heireſs, and charged her to rende 
- herſelf worthy that intention.” f i 


_ as © Miſs Buhanun anſwered his letter in French, which! 
= particularly wiſhed her to cultivate ; and Mrs. Harley af 
| ſured him the beſt reward awaited his goodneſs ky 
like his was capable of taſting ;\ for that in perſon and 
_ mind he would not probably meet the equal of his pn 
| : tegee. «7 I le ole 5 
33 Three ſucceſſive: years brought renewed proofs of the 
1 © Mability of Colonel Bubanun's affection and generoſity 
! during whick time our heroine was a conſtant viſitors 
Muſhroom- place. 
Sir Solomon kept the Mifs Muſhrooms at Mrs. Hy 
b tdey*s till it was proper to introduce them into the world 
1 and the young ladics not having received counter inftrus 
| tions, were ſo fond of Miſs Buhanun as to be jcalousd 
her ſtronger attachment to Miſs Bawſky. . 
- As Mils Charlotte was now however turned of cyl 
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Y teen, and her fifter ſeventeen ; as they were as tall an 
* as handlome as he ever expected to fee them, he bef 
1 to look round for a chaprone to uſher them into geates 
C | o . | Yo -d 
1 Mrs. Feyerſham, the widow of whom we have bes 
1 ſpoken, had been young and handſome z it. was ber fir 
| deſire to continue always fo, .. | 


BE. She had a ſhowy kind of flippant wit about her, whic 
= paſſed on ſuch judges as Sir Solomon Muſhroom f 
"| | "good ſenſe; ſhe:had ſeen ſome good company and talk 

38 de woe her paſſion for dreſs and. pleaſure was thc id 
ment ot her on, as her income, notwithſtandig 

dell acquiſitions ſince the death of her buſba 
racted, to allow that diſplay of tale, 
ſhe boalled: 333 


— . 
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This lady Sir Solomon ſelected for the important poſt 

of chaprone to his co-heirefſes, and his propoſals were 
ed with the moſt flattering avidity. | 

Next to being a beauty and a wit, it was Mrs. Fever- 

amen hobby to be the adviſer and patroneſs of the em- 

barraſſed, and diſtreſſed of all deſcriptions ; ſhe was the 

privy counſellor of Mrs. Brown ; and indeed the mono- 


poly of fo uſeful a perſon, was no ſmall injury to the vil- 


As ſoon as Mrs. Feverſham could arrange her private 
affairs, ſhe removed to the Place, to receive the Miſs 
Muſhrooms, whom Sir Solomon declared his intention 
to take a tour before he ſhewed them in London, that 
they might know ſomet hing of liſe; and preparations were 
making for this important buſineſs, under the direction 
if the oracle, Mrs. 'Feverſham, while Sir Solomon wait- 


who was now permitted to call him guardian, was very 
woxious to receive her letters before he ſet off on a tour 
ich he expefted would keep him out four months. 

Nor was Mr. Brown a jot leſs anxious for this ſame 


jnovidence in her, and intemperance in her huſband. 


led ſhirt and ſnow white ſpatterdaſhes were in order for 
ll day ; if he could read his Shakeſpeare in peace, and 
nload his chaiſe cart at Mount Pleaſant every Monday 
e never interfered in the management of the houſe, ex- 
ept indeed there happened to 4 

Which caſe Mrs. Brown herſelf was obliged to take 
cker from the ſtorm. bg we 

Well, after waiting week after week, it was rumour- 
Ihe expeRted packet was loſt ; aud as all the other 


m Todia this year given up. 
un Brown who, in expectation of the uſual remit- 
Ke, had put off her brewer and diſtiller till now, when 


on Sir 


Art r to. no Rogers again waite« 
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| the arrival of an India packet, as Miſs Buhanun, 


« "The ColontÞs generofity, ſo far from render- 
ig this managing perſon thrifty, was the ſource of im- 


John was by this time a perfe& Boniface ; if his clean 
e a tap of bad amber; 


meward bound ſhips were arrived, the day was fixed © 
t the commencement of the tour, and all hope of letters 


wah they would be very ſorry to inconvenience Mra. 
wn, yet as money was ſo ſcarce, and their Fog ſo 


| Solomon, | 
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Solomon, with the old ſtory of borrowing . an hundred 
pound, which the Knight | dared not refuſe, leaſt {ons 
miracle might immediately overtake him with letter 
rom Iadia ; he however took the precaution of having 
the leaſe of the White-Horſe aſſigned for his ſecurity, i 
+ caſe of atridents, which as Mrs. Brown ſaid, ſhe kney 
could not happen, ſhe readily complied with, and $i 
Solomon Muſhroom, with his two heireſſes and their 
chaprone, with a ſplendid retinue, ſet off on their tou, 


: 


. \ 


CHAT: . 
© of return'to the Boarding-School. 


Mrss BAWSKEY, whoſe attachment to our he 
roine bid defiance to time or change of circumilancy 
Was, to her infinite regret, now on the point of leaving 
Mount Pleaſant, | 1 
Doctor Croak, whoſe ſoaring genius had been ſup 

Ported God knew how, had lately Tad down a large ſun 

of money for the buſineſs of a practitioner of the 6 

eminence ih the city. The Doctor might talk of hi 

_ thouſands as Mrs. Brown did of her hundreds, that ti 

ſoon went z but the myttery ſtill was, how they can 

He took the houſe and furniture of the gentleman i 

ſacceeded, as they flood ; converted his chariot into 
handſome coach ; hired a ſecond footman ; and thou 
he retained his villa at Penry, and kept a jourucym 
there, reſided principally in Walbrook, where 
 Bawſky choſe Miſs ſhould accompany them. 

We hope the reader has not forgot, that Vo 
' Croak+had a ſon; that ſon, though he dared not 9e 

himſelt in his father's fine houſe ; though he never g 
_proached nearer his elegant carriage than the coach. hc 
door; and though his name was neyer mentioned in 
family; was yet alive, in poſſeſſion of all his facuits 

| "and it is a neceſſary, but painful taſk, at this pcri0 
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the billary, to retrace the conduct of his unnatural fa- 
ther, under. the influence of his chere amie,  _ 

The boy had been indulged,” as only children are ge- 
oerally indulged, by his fond unhappy mother, when old 
Mrs. Croak took on her the management of her ſon's 
done the would alſo have managed her grandſon had 
ſhe been permitted ſo to do; but there was a ſpirit of 
contradietion in the Doctor, which muſt have a ſubject 
to work on ; and becauſe the boy really wanted correc- 
tion, he determined no body ſhould give it him. | 

Thus went on old Jackey and young Jackey, till Mrs. 
Bawſky, delicate lady, left her elevated ſituation: at 
Southampton, to take the reins of government in her 
own hand at Doctor Croak's; when, among other grand 
diſcoveries, it came out poor Jackey was naturally both 
knave and fool. He was ſent to boarding-ſchool, and 
from having been firſt ſpoiled with blind indulgence, 
then ſuddenly put under the ſcvereſt diſcipline; at home, 
when he was permitted to come, he was beat for a dunce, 
and delpiſed as an idiot. br fo 

Mrs. Bawſky's nerves were too irritable to bear him 
n her preſence ; hg was therefore conſigned to a corner 
by the re fire, where he was careſſed and beat as 
e whim took the domeſtics, without a friend to whom 
be could appeal or complain. yet 
| Doftor-Croak, among many other cruel inſults, was 
the habit of uphraiding his old mother, with the folly 
bat had ſo often robbed the round aud ſound fund to ſup- 
Ply his extravagance, which he told her was the ſource 
vt all his errors and misfortunes ; and it was perhaps to 
prelerve-his fon from a ſimilar evil, that he never allowed 


una balfpenny in his pocket. 

The-child thus debatred from the little gratifications 
Id luxuries in which other children were indulged, once 
iched an opportunity, and ſtole a penny from the 
Wehnen, for” which he was on the point of being tied 
p ang ummercifully flogged, when the arrival of bis 
be, the farmer Doctor, procured a ſort ot reſpitc from 
de miſeries, and got his puniſhment mitigated, like 
oo ollences in Scotland, by a ſentence of baniſh- 


133 a The 
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| Per year ſhould ceaſe. * 


«with his uncle and grandmother in Eſſex, there wer 
maid, and with his wife, had always proved their 16 


| whatever relation ſhe Rood to him, whether filter or 


fection, increaſed in intereſt 28 they grew up, and 
that aecbunt, as well as 
. _ *overwhelmed with 
r 


bur heroine : it deprived her of the only friend to 6 
mme -was in the habit of confiding, that grief, and th 
9 ; 4 | 5 | mor _ 7 
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+ The honeſt uncle, who was conſidered as a fool by hy | 
-wiſe brother, fancied there was in the atrocities of his 
nephew, leſs of fault than misfortune z nor had Mr, 
Bawſky*s orations on that fubje& any other effe& on 
him than to remind him, ſbe was not u mother. He of. 
fered to take the culprit with him to Eſſex ;.an 


offer ſo acceptable to the Doctor, that he, in his tun, 


of his on accord, offered to pay ten whole guineas, per 
Fear, for his board, till he ſhould gain fill and ſtrengtł 
to hold. the plough, when, as he then would be able to 
earn his -own keep, it would be but fair the ten guinen 


This agreement ratified, Jackey chearfully walked 
don to Eſſex byithe- fide of his'uncle's horſe, now and 
then getting a lift behind, while his father lolled in hi 
each, and was the gaze of the village of Penry. 

But although maſter Jack jogged on very :comfortaby 


three people in Penry he was often anxious to ſee; tbeſe 
were a poor barber,” who had married Mrs. Dr. Croak's 


mu for the mother's memory, by «innumerable acts of 
*Kindneſs to her child 3 and Elinor -Bawſky, who, in 


couſin, returned the aſſect ion he bore her, with intercl, 
"ſhared her pocket money with him, when under cover 
of the night he walked to his friend the barber's, which 
be often contrived to do, and there tay concealed ti 
the next night, when he returned to Eſſex. 

Miſs Bawſky went home every \Saturday, and 
mained there till Monday; ſo that as ſhe walked aboi 
the village, when and where ſhe pleaſed, her int 
with young Croak were wholly unſuſpected, and thai 
clandeſtine meetings begun in innocent and childiſh 4 


parting with Roſa, Elinor 1 
grief at the idea of commencing © 


Phe removal of Docter Croak was 4 ſevere trul 


* 


I 
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mortifications which reſulted from a clear recollection of 
the miſery from: which her patron. had: relieved; ber. 
Miſs Bawiky was now in her fifteenth year, and not- 
withlanding the advantage in height over Roſa, at the 
commencement of their acquaintance, the latter was now 
full half e head the talleſt. | . 
Miſs Bawſky's growth bad indeed ſet; to be of the luſty 
ſhort middle ze ; Roſa was tall, ſlim, and light as a 
Gollamere ; ſhe had” ont-grown all the defects in her 
form, which was now*'remarkably elegant and graceful ; 
ber face could not improve, except the beautiful colour 
that often animated it, without becoming ſtationary,. 
could have been fixed; it however retained all its faſci- 
nating ſoftneſes, and her eyes were brilliancy itſelf ; her 
hands and arme, formed with the exacteſt ſymmetry, were 
hke ber face and neck, delicately fair, and. beautifully - 
contraſted with the dark cheſnut hair that hung in ring- 
lets to her waſte, and ſhaded her fair forehead. 
Suck was the exterior of the miſerable outcaſt charity - 
ladreſcued from the dunghill on which it was bred, and 
luck, no doubt, wonld be the transformation of many 
other deplorable objects, were their hearts to make trial. 
It was Mrs. Harley's maxim, that the moſt equita- 
eee laws ure thoſe which are enforced. by 
example. | N 4 A 
Nothing,“ ſhe would ſay, © is undertaken. with fo 
nuch ardout, or compleated with fo much, zeal, as where 
the road: to obedience lies through. imitation 3” and ſhe 
was 2 careful to engage ladies as aſſiſtants in 
the ſchool, ſhe could offer to her pupils as examplet, and 
rcommendto their imitation. | 

Under the care of ſuch a woman, Miſs Bubanun, - | 
mth the beſt of diſpoſitions, quick perception, reten- 
we memory, ſtrong judgment, and. docile genius, could 
wt fail of being an object of general eſteem. and admira- 
den. er voice was melody corrected by ſenſibility;; 
there were ho notes in it that raiſed wonder, nor any that 
did dor inipire a ſoft delight. She played with great 
enen both the harp and piano forte; ſpoke the Ita - 
an like an. Engliſh lady, and French like a Pariſian. 
ce wich taſte; and painted to pleaſe thoſe. friends 
Pom” the preſented her little performances; and 

_— K | though); 


* 


— 


FE 28 


* 


194 THE BEGGAR GIRL: 


though the preſent mode of education ſoars above the 
« ſteel bar, Roſa was a moſt delicate artiſt at her 
needle. + $34 1 7 0 7 — | 
Tue misfortuns of her origin, was among the number 
of thoſe events, which the mercy and wiſdom of the on. 
nipotent, changes to bleſſings. Conſcious of her early 
deficiencius, nothing could exceed the diligence of her 
application, and with this diſtreſſing and mortifying re- 
collection ever prefliag on her memory a ſenſe of religious 
gratitude blended and even ſuperceded that which ſhe 
felt for him, whoſe benevolence had wrought fo happy a 
ebange in her fate. , | , . 
But with ſo many reaſons, and ſuch a diſpoſition to be 
content, a ſecret grief preyed on her mind; to Miſs 
Bawſky, and to her alone, could ſhe reveal its ſource. 
The Colonel, notwithſtanding he had left ſo handſome 
2 a depoſit in the hands of Sir Sowmon Muſhroom, had 
accompanied every packet from India with elegant pre- 
ſents for her pocket, beſides commiſſions ſent by his zc- 
- *quamtance, to order faſhionable trinkets from the firſt 
| Jewellers 3 a- watch, pearl bracelets, lockets, &c. were 
. added to her wardrobe; which in quantity and quality 
ſpoke the generoſity of the donor, and were andy 
+ Tuable, She had but one wiſh ungratified ; that one 
however conſtantly preyed on her mind, and clouded her 
moſt brilliant proſpects. | 42 
In poſſeſſion of all the elegancies, and all the comforts 
of life, Roſa remembered ſhe had a mother, who, if li- 
ing, was probably in want of bread, and groaning in ut- 
pitied wretchedneſs. | — 

Miſs Bawſky had, at the expence of a few white fibs, 
contradicted the reports circulated in the ſchool by the 
Miſs Muſhrooms, and eſtabliſhed Roſa's grand family, 
who were, ſhe proteſted, all grand people who kept 

their coaches ; and as her credit was a little better than 
that of her proud ſchool companions, it was implicitly 
believed z but though an impulſe to which even Roſa 
was not ſuperior, and which the author will not pretend 
to explain, had prevented her co radicting it, ſhe no- 
ther was nor wiſhed to be herſcli deceived: 
Elinor was the faithful and ſympathizing confidaote of 
all her recollections and regrets ; and the * 
Ga | n 8 cl 
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thoughty'of her young friend from the miſerable paſt to 
the happy preſent, was continually» exerted : but Roſa, 
who had been taught to conſider, that while wiſdom was 
the atfmament of life, the exerciſe-of domeſtic duty, and 
the practice of virtue, was the buſineſs of it, recurred to 
her wretched parent, in the mid{t of profuſion, and iu 
the height of all her innocent enjoyments. | ft 
„ Ab Elinor?” ſhe woold ſay, “ mean, nay,” and: 
ker cheeks burned at the humbling recolleQion, ** aban- 
doned as ſhe may be, is ſhe not my mother? have I not 
allo-a father equally «wretched ? and can a child who 
abounds, whoſe wiſhes are anticipated, ſurrounded by 
ſupearfimties,—can ſhe, ought ſhe to be happy while. the 
niſerable-authors of her being are pining, perhaps expir - 
ing for want? ? n , 2M 5 
As her underſtanding matured, the filial Iongings to 
hear of; to relieve, and, if poſſible, reclaim her parents, 
creaſed. | | . . 
Itistroe, that the ſeries of famine, miſery and almoſt 
wery-defeription of wretchedneſs, ſhe had ſuffered with 
theſe parents, particularly her mother, which perpetual- 
Iyrecurred to ber thoughts, were unmixed with inſtances. 
of their parental tenderneſs ; her exiſtence had on the 


contrary reſembled the | 

© Beggar's wiſe's nephew, row ſtarved and now besten, 

* Whe longing to eat, ſcarce himfelf ſhould be eaten;“ 
but her idea of filial duty was in character with the ſlrict 
morality of her principles, pure, and refined; the fai- 
lure of duty in others, wes no exemption to her; ſhe 
rcolleSted not how little, in every ſenſe, ſhe awed her 
parents ; it was enough to * the ſhort ſunſhine of 
ber happy tuation, that ſuch beings were in exiſtence, 
anguiſhing in poverty, or ſuffering more than poverty, | 
4 the effects of their irregular and 1ntemperate courſe of 4 
| The generous warmth of Miſs Bawſky's heart render- 
er wore than a ſharer ; ſhe was a fellow ſufferer in 
ul Roſa's anxiety. 5 Ek 
SE Well” ſaid ſhe, one day, after exerting all her 
widow and eloquence to 1 her companion, © you, | 
8 4 7 , x - Ln 
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* 
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cheitude ſhe not only expreſſed, but: felt,” to draw tbe 


- 


re fretting about yeur mother; you Who, as you 712d 


-. cauſe he vegleQs his own child, and cares not where the 
. r boy 


a 


and every thing pluloſophy, while I who have ten ting 
My dear Elinor, you have not; you have friends, 


Pi. my aunt Bawſky as ſome ſay, and mamma as others will 
ndert, if 1 have a drop of her blood in my veins, it is 
- rebellious and unnatural ; and I do really believe in my 


boy he was, and how fond 


uncle, as he is called, (1 hate him as bad as my aunt 


| promiſed he would ; but I am fure aunt Bawſky's ſoul 


_ when the was dying. I am ſure 1 feel it very oſten 


_ Clark had long before alſo ſaid, did certainly differ i 
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"he loſt à mother too, a good and a fond mother; oh if 


firſt time in her hearing treated people who w 


6 


to my Governeſs, ca 


n make philoſophy of every thing, 


Non, Elinor! you cauſe!” | 
M4 Why, pray now, Roſa, can you, or any one 
I have not more reaſon to fret“ ?“ 


natural friends, to love, to protect you.“ 

May beſo, and may be not; for God knows where 
my poor parents grow, or whether 1 ever had any. I 
think if I bad a mother, I ought to love her; but as to 


conteienee, if I were ſure I ſhould never ſee her again, 
Fihould got ſhed a fingle tear. All poor Jack's miſery 
is owing to her ; every _y_ fays what a pretty delicate 


| is own mamma was of him. 
Think, Roſa, what cauſe poor Jackey Croak has to fret; 


you was to hear how ſhe begged that ugly man, my 


Bawſky)-to take care, and be kind to her child, and he 


and his are kindred ; only he muit be more wicked, be- 


poo ides himſelf, ſo that be be out of his ſight. 
hink of that, Roſa! for a man to hate his own child! 
Ade aunt, ſhe never had a child, and ſo you know ſhe 
en, Know nothing about what his poor mamma felt 


r 6 EE 


myſelf,” | 
— Report, as Miſs Bawfky ſaid, and as Mrs. Petiy 


relpe& to the relation in which the young lady ſtood to 
Docter Croak and Madam Bawſky ; but theſc rejorts 
were not received at Mount Pleaſant; and Roſa, 
had never before heard a ſingle doubt reſpecting it, was 
not more ſurpriſed on that account, than pleaſed at 
the free dom and diſreſpect with which Elinor, for the 
ere always 
couſidere 


rn a. 


oy 


. 
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coplidered as bla meable for their exceſſive indulgence of 
her. She mildly remonſtrated on her injuſtice, and re- 
proved her for the cold aud even ungrateful ſentimenty - 
that had eſcaped her. A 
Elinor was drowned in tears; ſhe was on every other 
accation. ready to kiſs the rod of friendly reproof ; but 
nothing could convince her it was in nature for an honeſt 
man to beat his own mother, and negle& his own ſon-z - 
nor that any good woman would make herſelf an aſſoci» 
ate in ſuch unnatural and abhorrent acts, whom the law 
of God nor man did-not oblige to adopt his-prineiple - 
and conduct. | | | 
Roſa could not therefore quite convince Elinor the - 


* 


o 


was wrong, nor could Elinor perſuade Roſa 'ſhe was 


right; but her reſpect to principles ſo uniformly juſt - 


and pure, and to the ſuperior underitanding of the young: 3” T8 | 


reprover, much more than her own conviction, ind; 
erte gie up the point. G 
The reciprocal exchange of affection and confidence 
between thele amiable girls increaſed as their minds ex- 
panded; they grew as cherrics on one ſtalk,” the 
more endeared to each other, perhaps, from their differ- 
Elinor faw- every thing in Roſa to admire and to re- 
ſpect ; the looked up to her on all ocaſions; her opinion 
was the oracle by which, ſaving the one inſtance we 
have now mentioned, ſhe was governed; and ber exam- 
ple fuchs ne conceived it perfection to follow; and 
her own-diſpoſition having in it a fulneſs of- the milk of 
hunſin-kipdneſs, without an atom of envy or gall towards. + 
any of God's creatures, except the enemies of pgor 
kekey z the moſt unbounded affection attached itſelf to 
being fo amiable. and worthy to be loved as Roſa. __ 
Rela, on her part, ſaw in Elinor all that natural glow- - 
of benevolent kindneſs ; that upſpotted integrity; that 
paeuEwarmth and unaſſuming modeſty, .with' which 
Spud would come from the hand of the Creator, 
Gdhawildom ordain, that beings ſo fat advanced in 
ebe ſent immediately from his immaculate 
„ world very differently peapled, ſuch a 
eee would have bound Roſa's to her, with- 


for 


— 
—_— 
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where benign placidity had a fixed dwelling. 


778 ren peocar"cits. 
for her welfare ; and their friendſhip was founded od, 
and cheriſhed by ſentiments no change of time or circum- 
ſtance could alter. 8 _ 
The removal of Miſs Bawſky from ſchool, at a period 
when the loſs of the packet, left Roſa in ſuch need of 
conſolation ; when the war was ſaid to be extremely hot 
in India; and when from the Calonel's known intrepi. 
dity of 'charaQer, it might be naturally expected that 
he would be as forward in danger, as high in honour. 
i „ Alas!” ſaid Roſa, „ is this-a time to loſe my 
8 CHAP. XIII 
Se nies beyond ſea,—the ere downfall, and 
e reer | 


AvpertyensoN was not merely the phantom of 
Roſa's dejected mind ; Mrs, Harley herſelf, while ſhe 
firained every nerve to inſpire her young pupil with for- 
titude, trembled for her; and when Miſs Bawſky pro- 
teſted at partivg, Roſa Buhanun ſhould always ſhare her 
fortune, the good woman fighed involuntarily at the 
probability that ſhe might need it. | 

Mrs. Feverſham, all in high colour, high featber, and 
bigb ſpirit, called with Miſs Muſbroom's, to take leave 
of Mrs. Harley, juſt at the time when her mind was 
ſaddened by Roſa's increafing melancholy, and her own 
countenance portrayed a languor which fat ill on a face 


Ccnag we 


Mrs. Hatjley's looks mounted Mrs. Feverſham on her 
third hobby, which dreſs and rouge had entirely beat 
out of the feld. She adviſed, conſoled, and profeſſed 
eternal regard. In one breath repeated ſtanza after 
ſtanza of poetry, applicable, as ſhe thought, to the 
feeling of her auditors, in the next; e by: againlt 
borrowed or book wit; hated quotations, then quoted 
till ſhe was out of breath; talked of the divine inſpirs- 

tion of poetry, declared ſhe. often felt it; and 4 
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Miſs Buhanun. paſs the window, made a ſudden tranſition 
from the beauty of the mind to that of the perſon, by 
aſking who that ſweet girl was, and running to the glaſs, 
delired the young ladies would remark how exactly the 
contour of that charming girl's face reſembled her own, 
but obſerving the ill concealed. titter, added, I mean 
in the intereſt of it.“ . 12 


While Mrs. Feverſham was thus amuſing ber compa» » 584 
nions, and expoſing herſelf, a thought ſtruck Mrs. Har- 
, that the folly for which ſhe was ſo much ridiculed, 


affecting to patronize and adviſe, 18 at this time - 


de turned to the advantage of Miſs Buhanun, and ſhe 
requeſted. to ſay ſix words to her in another apartment, 
to which ſhe led the way. ft le a of er Rs $9 
Mrs. Feverſham, tottering under the blue, red, and 
yellow ornaments of her head, followed with all poſſible _ 
alerity, and as was. uſual with her, exchanged the vani- 
ty. of dreſs for the oſtentation of feeling the inſtant Mrs. 
Harley told her, it was in her power infinitely to oblige - 
her and ſerve the young lady who had been fo juſtly the 
object of her admiration. : 1 
Nothing on earth could make her ſo happy; where 
could ſhe go? what could ſhe ſay ? what could ſhe do ? 
For the firſt time Mrs. Harley had given utterance to- - 
ber-appreheaſions ; ſhe confeſſed a. preſentiment that - 


Setingspatam, rumours of which had reached Britain. 
# Colonel Buhanun,” repeated Mrs. Feverſham, 
* what has that pretty creature to do with him ? ſurely. 
that cannot be the little filthy beggar he took. out of 
the Rreets 2 e | 
Mrs, Harley, ſmiling, anfwered it was the ſame, and 
added, if the Colonel was dead without providing for 
her, it were perhaps better ſhe had been left there. | 
\* Heavens !”” cried Mrs. Feverſpam, how yon + 
deri de; poor thing, ſhe is extremely beautiful; 1 
ee wh a noſe when I was a girl; but what can 1 
do? ſhall I break the aſſecting news to her, and beg her 
Wii griere s ſhall I go to London, and make inquiries 
ie India-houſe ? or ſhall 1 NR eg, PR. 


good Colonel Buhanun had not eſcaped the carnage at 


Mrs. Harley. perfectly underſtood the character f 


nd whom. ſhe was conyerfing ; who ſhe knew 
.- = | | A was 


” = 


d be to go to Seringapatam, and there inform 


ble to execute ; ſhe interrupted her t the third “ ſhall 


fuſion of 71 1 in which Sir Solomon indulged his 
dear, and very dear value he ſet on his guineas ; ſhe had 


- near, as well as dear, than Horace; and feared that ſelf 
. guilty of herſelf ; but ſhe had ſeen a great deal of hu- 


' ty of Sir Solomon's conduct, in one inſtance ; and bis 
extreme caution and reſerve in another, where reſerve 
anſwered no one good purpoſe ; ſhe had propoſed and 


Every bill he had lately paid her for Miſs Buhanun, 
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was in the habit of making a thouſand warm and extn. 
vagant offers of friendſhip to diſtreſſed people, at the 
ſame time that it was totally out of her power to mace 
one of the thouſand good. A 
Mrs. Harley reſpected the ſource from whence her 
candour meght ſpring ; allowed ſuch zeal, though viſe. 
narys might be ſinderely meant; and fearing her next 


e the real ſtate of affairs, which however well 
diſpoled the mig hs be, it would nat have been very poſſi. 


I,” by an explanation of the mode in which fhe had an 
idea Miſs Buhanun might be benefited, without giving 
her balf the trouble ſhe ſeemed inclined to take. 
Mrs. Brown bad often inſiſted that the Colonel left a 
will with Sir Solomon Muſhroom ; that gentleman had 
however been remarkable taciturne on the ſubject, altho' 
Mrs. Harley had often, and particularly tried to draw 


him into ſome converſation. 


was followed with a fighing declaration it was his own 
money, and parted with for the ſake of his beloved Ho- 
race. 2 | 

Now as Mrs. Harley knew how beloved that dear 
youth had appeared to be; as eg the pro- 


nieces, for fuch ſhe thought them; ſhe alſo knew the 


ſtrong doubts that theſe hints, like thoſe he had once 
before favoured her with, originated in an intereſt more 


was at the bottom of all. She was the laſt woman on 
earth to ſuſpe& that in another ſhe would abhor to be 


man nature, had fighed at its depravity, and prayed fot 
its reformation ; and being once alarmed at the duplici- 


rejected ſcheme after ſcheme, to get at the truth, before 
it ſhould become abſolutely neceffary, till it ſtruck het 
Mrs. Feverſham might be of eſſential ſervice. 7 

22 8 0 
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To truſt that lady by halves, was to make an enemy 
of one, whoſe friendſhip might be of importance ; ſhe 
therefore diſcloſed in confidenee, every corroborating 
circumſtance-that had led to her preſent ſufpicions, and 
leſt to her own diſcretion, how to endeavour to come at. 
truth in which ſo amiable and 1dvely a girl was fo pe- 
culiarly intereſted. | 8 # . 

Every fibre of Mrs. Feverſnam's heart, ſhe proteſted. 
was in a flame; ſhe mſtantly adopted the intereſt of 
Miſs Bubanun, joined in Mrs. Harley's doubts, and pro- 
miſed, though ſhe could not now digeft a proper plan to 
get at the truth ; that is, whether there was, or was not 
a will, in which was implicated. the proof of, whether 
there was, as Mrs. Brown inſiſted, or was not, as Sir. 
Solomon declared, perſonal property of Colonel Buha- . 
nun 's in his poſſe ſſion. e eee 

So promiſed Mrs. Feverſham, and ſo at that moment 
he might ivtend to perform; for ſhe was then mounted 
on the Mttle ambling hobby that took bis gentle courfe, 
carrying his rider ſafe up hill and down hill, as feeling 
and good humour pointed; but the inſtant ſhe Entered 
Mulbroom-place, there were the two rampant” hobbies, 
mt and beauty, waiting to prance away with their 
thoughtleſs rider wherever ſhew and vanity led; and fo 
Miſs Bubanun and the will were forgotten, nor once re- 
tuned to her recollection till after travelling poſt, over 
breat Britain, for improvement of taſte, as they were re- 
wang through Penry, to Muſhroom-place, the appear- 
nee of John Brown, with flapped hat, and dirty linen, 
mhout his Shakeſpeare, and Mrs. Brown, with tears in 
ſer eyes, drew from the Knight the reaſon of his return /4 
month ſooner than he intended, Colonel Bubanun's a 
une bad at Taft been ſent to England, in the lift of the lrau r 
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un who were butchered at Seringapatam. e 
Mrs, Feverſham, though ſhe had ſaid à million of 
ty things, and though being ſhewily dreſſed, ſhe had, 
b her infinite gratification, been deſcribed as one of 
wyoung ladies,“ diſmounted in a moment, bluſhed at 
perccolleGion of the non-performance of her promiſe, 
id ſetting about the amende honorable, n- 
ee the Knight in the common lady-like way by 
* 14 * ; . 3 fs . | An | 
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an abrupt queſlion, which at the ſame time implied: 


Joinder. 

Well, Sir Solomon,” ſaid Mre. Feverſham, | but 
have his will? 

Sir Solomon's reply was alſo an Interrogation 

<< Have I?” 

2 Jes, to be ſure, the Colonel gave it you at part. 
in 
Ky Indeed! and pray, me pretty lady, who told you 
| , 

- When Sir Solomon Muſhroom paid court to Mrs. Fe. 
verſham's wit, ſhe was his good lady; when it ſuited 
— to play on her ſtronger foible, ſhe was his pretty 

| 4 Who, why, Mrs. — no, I forget who.” 

Mrs. Feverſbam corrected bertel, and bit her tongue 
as ſoon as Mrs.” had eſcaped her. 

 « Mrs. Brown, I preſume ?” 

% No.. 

% Mrs. Harley!“ 

No.“ 

1 The girl then, —little—what do they call her? 

„„ Who!” demanded Mrs, FIN, : in an accent of 
- diſguſt and ſurpriſe. 

* My uncle means Miſs Bubanun, I dare ſay,” joined 
Miſs Muſbroom. 

+ © Oh, he does well then, Sir Solomon, it was not 
her neither; it was al the world, and all the world be · 
lieves it.“ 

„ Why then, my good lady, do fo far oblige me 
from this inſtance, as on all future occaſions, to ſet 
down all the world for a body that may be groſoly mil- 
taken; for be aſſured I have no will, nor do I believe 
the Colonel-erer made one z and to tell you another ſe- 
- cret, which all the world is very welcome to, 1 do not 
think he had any thing to bequeath at his death; he was 
too profuſe when living.” 

% Oh the poor child !”” exclaimed Mrs. Feverſham, 
hat with that exceſſive delicacy and beautiful tac 
will e do?“ 

« never could diſcover her exceſſive delicacy,” ſad 
Miſs Muſhroom, INS the ons off her own white 
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Aud as to her face,” joined her ſiſter, (I am ſure 
he is too pale to be called beautiful.“ 08 
Whatever ſhe is,” faid Sir Solomon, « ſhe muſt 
now get her own bread,” | - 

is impoſſible, Sir,” replied Mrs. Feverſham. i — , 

« $he-muſt ſtarve then, or return to her original trade 
of begging ; one ſuch a fool as Colonel Buhanun, is 
quite enough for one century.” | : 

Tbe great gates of Mulhroom-place were now thrown 

to receive the liege lord; and his ſplendid retinue 

was followed cloſe by landlord and landlady Brown; the 
relatives and acquaintance of the latter; and as many of 
the villagers as dared, under pretence of intereſt, in their 
affair, be ſo bold as to enter the precinQs of the greut 
houſe. / . By . 535.652? | 

Mr. Brown, - contrary to cuſtom of four years eſta- 
blſhment, now puſhed in before his wife. Two letters, 
with black ſeals, lay on the table in the great hall, where 
Sir Solomon always tranſacted public bufmneſs, and 
where, to tell the reader a ſecret, he had directed them 
to be placed. | | | | 

« Pleaſe your honour,” ſaid Mr. Brown, in a voice 
convulſed with forrow, I made bold to come and aſk 
— Mr. Brown was ſtopped ; a riſing in the throat 
prevented his faying what became to af. | * 

What would neighbour Brown wiſh to know!“ 
— Sir Solomon, calmly, breaking one of the black” - 

8. | } ö b | | 

Mrs. Brown now got into her place before her huf- 
band, and as he could net, and as ſhe co ſpeak, after 
a low curteſy and expeQant ſimper, ſaid, the and her 
good man waited on his honour, to know about his ho- 
nour their late maſter's will.” 42 7 
_ Away ! away! woman,“ roared Landlord Brown, + 
"a yoice that ſhook the lofty roof; “I want no will, I 
want only to aſk to know if bis honour—Sir Solomon is 
lure—if he is certain——if there is no hope. if my 
Maſker-__ | 7 $9.3 

Again poor Brown was ſtopped: by his feelings. - 

dir Solomon having run through his letters, gave one 
WM Brown, as an anſwer to his half uttered * 
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and the other to his wife, a8 


* 


a final end to her folicitude 
about the will. 8 


Mr. Brown's trembling fingers and overflowing eyes 
induced Mrs. Feverſham to offer herſelf as clerk on the 
occahton ; and he, with a fort of half. bow having ac- 
- cepted' her aſſiſtanee, ſhe read the following letter, ur 
8 rather petition, e 


g 
| 
l 
l 


To the reet onergbel hes onere Sar Solomon Muſbroom, ain 
/ his majefles reet onerebel Perlement men the humbe| 
 petecfoun of James Buchan fra North Breeton 

„ pLES. YOUR ONER,, pag 


. © Thes es tull enforme yer aner that ai am areeved 
ances mair untul mine ane lond wi ane erm bleiſſed be 
Gode' for aw hes gudeneſs,. rect ſair ame. ai tull enforme 
vor onere my gude maiſter Colonel Buhanun fele dede 
by my feed wi mony a bleedy wound ai need na tele je 
his onete was a mon o mickle courage, an mickle oner 
ak we es me, hes pure unworthy ſervant tull ha leeved 
tull bring hame fic heavy teedings ai dinna ken hoo et 
was but when the canon ball tuk of mine erm, mine ene 
claifed an aw my ſenſes gonged awa en the vary content 
mi onered maiſter fele ane Maiſter Macpherſon oor ſur- 
gon wha keoed weel mine aunty Meg when ſhe tuke 
cherge of oor lairds bairn tuke me frae the blade felde an 
noo wi muckle kindneſs ſent me. hame. 

Ye may be ſhoore 1 dinna negla& to mak mickle en- 
quirie aboot mi pure maiſter but the deil himſel cud na 
lee aboon groond en thaut hote lond ane day efter he 
was dede — twad mak yor hert blede tull ſpeer hoo mony 
bonuy ſcots lad lees en the curſed grood leeken doges an 
fae mi pure Colonel cud na get a creeſten cofein ai dinna 
 doot but hes mad a wull an ef ſae pettecſhon yor onere 
for my legecy tull aſſeeſt me hame tull aberdeen an ail be 
boonden tull yor oner nere tull ſpeke tull ther oners the 
diraQtors for d ima allooance for mine erm thaut ai ma 
gang to Scotland an dee en peace en mine ane lond an 

, yer petteeſhoner wull be boonden to pray for .yor oner 

tull dethe Ko ; 3 


erer 
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Mrs. Brown thanked God the could write and read 
mitten hand ; yet as Madam Feverſham was a fine ſcho- 
lr, and ſhe was all over in tremblation, ſhe begged that: 
Lady would read the other letter alſo, which the very ob- 
lgingly did as follows. | | Fat 


40 Sin, 
« As had the honour to tranſmit to you ſeveral 
packets from Colonel Buhanun, in India, take the liberty 
of requeſting: you will inform me who are his. executors, . 
u ſome papers of a private nature have come to my hand, 
which I wiſh ta deliver to them only:  Lrecolle& the laſt 
tine I had the pleaſure to ſee that brave and worthy 
man, which was at Bath ſoon after his arrival in Eng- 
land, having ſome converſation with him reſpecting a 
will, which I took the liberty. of hinting was, in his 
vncertain ftate of health, a neceſſary precaution 3 his 
anfwer was, © a worthy, an honeſt, and a brave man is 
my heir at law, he will find enough to pay him for. his 
trouble if be takes any ; if not, the company are my 
heirs; 1 have ſworn never to do an act of kindneſs to” 
one of my Kindred—I ſhall make no will.“ From this 
drcumſtance I preſume he died inteſtate. There cer- 
tainly is great property both ia India and” Eogland, as 
you may probably know. If you are acquainted with. 
the perſon here alluded to I ſhall thank you to favour me 
vith his addreſs, and am | | 
Sir, your humble ſervant, 
; N J. BakrEx.“ | 


— — — — 


A dead filence followed the reading this letter, whigh 
was broken-by Sir Solomon. „ 
* $9 you ſee, madam,” addreſſing Mrs. Feverſham, 
* af the world do not believe Colonel Bubanun left a 
vil with me.” : es i es 5 
ent I believe it, and will fwear it,“ ſaid Mrs. 
ready to burſt with vexation; “and my huf- | 
nd —where are you John? John—Jobn Brown,. 
Where is my huſband ? poor filly man, gone to grieve for 
> I ſuppoſe ; but however that's neither here 
* | | nor 


'' - - * 
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nor there, he witneſſed. the will, and will make his af. 
avi.” . 
„ What is the woman talking of ! will your huſband 
ſwear he witneſſed the delivery of a will to me?“ 

% No, I don't ſay that, but * 

„ But what, woman? I tell you I have no will, ſo 
let me hear no more of this; if you or your colleague 
dare aſperſe my charaQer, I will puniſh you with the ut. 
moſt rigour of the law.“ 3 35 Rp 

As the word colleague conveyed a meaning every fol- 
lower of the landlord and landlady into the great hall of 

Muſhroom-place, choſe to take to themſelves, they una 
,  nimouſly declared the thing was plain as the noſe in 2 
man's face 3 that it was great aſſurance in Mrs. Brown to 
doubt. the word of the Lord of the Manor; it was « 
clear caſe the blackamoor Colonel made no will; and ſo 
+. Mrs. Brown being known to be in debt, and as t 
wilely ſaid, her laſt cow had calved, they dropped of, 
leaving the poor diſappointed landlady to purſue her ſo- 
litary path back to the White-Horſe,. unattended by a 
 fingle aunt, couſin, or acquaintance, 
Where is my buſband?”” ſaid Mrs. Brown, ſcat- 
ing herſelf in the bar, ready to ſink with paſſion. 

He had got up on the outſide of one of the long ſtages 
that paſſed farmer Brill's cloſe, the waiter ſaid, 

« What has he got into bis fooliſh head now?“ ex 
claimed the, ,** gone to find Buchan, IL ſuppoſe—vel 
that Sir Solomon is ' | 

« What?” ſaid the waiter, ' We; 

„A great rogue, between you and me, Sam; he 
has as ſurely got my maſter's will, as I fit here alive.“ 

Sam turned up his eyes, and ſhrugged his ſhoulders. 
. My poor huſband and I, I know, were well pro- 

+ - vided for“ | 1 | 

« Ay, ay,“ faid the oftler, who-was on the liſten to 

hear all about the will, and. winking at Sam; © cver) 

body knows the blackamoor Colonel had a great regard 
for you;,—he was a nice one.” | 4 

- Mrs. Brown liked neither wink nor interruption ; fie 

bid Will Oaler mind his own buſineſs. © OMG 

* Ido, I do, miſtreſs,” replied Will, “ and hap it 

would be quite as well if other folks 1 
Us: | N | 
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lend of running after money and wills from beyond ſea, 
but light come, light go.“ '% ö 

Mrs. Brown was more angry and more ſurpriſed ; but 
both Sam» and Will left her to—efecbion—and it was 
now, for the firſt time, ſhe found the preſence of her 
huſband eſſential towards managing affairs at the White- 
Here. “ Where,“ faid ſhe, fretfully, “can he have 
taken his ſappy head.“ 1 v1 


% 
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Shewing the beggar buoyant, and L. andlady) Brown's affairs 
ally ſettled by the offiflance of a friendly attorney, 


Tur intelligence of Colonel Bubanun's death, though. 
conveyed in the moſt delicate and even doubtful manner, 
bad nearly, determined the fate of poor Roſa. ; 

Mrs, Harley had heard-from Mrs. Feverſham that there 
iQually was no will; and ſhe had already received inti- 
mation from Muſhroom-place, that as Sir Solomon was 
making out an aggount of his diſburſements, to produce 
ua ſet off againſt any demand that might be made on 
him by the Coloncl's executor on account of his dear 
Horace, he wiſhed her to carry her bills to the end of 
the preſent quarter, and ſend them to bim; after which 
ume he ſhould not conſider himſelf as bound to her for 
ay toture ſupport of Roſa Wilkins, LIES, 

Had Mrs. Harley wanted. inclination to treat the 
poor. unprotected girl with unbounded tenderneſs and 
relpeQt, theſe circumflances were beſt calculated to in- 
ſpire it; no ſyllable paſſed her lips, or thoſe of any of 
the family's, reſpecting future proſpects; every accent 
Roſa heard was in ſympathy's ſoothing tone 3 and every 
word Literally „ ſweet as honey.” YE 1 

Mrs. Brown, however, after going to London, in 
Nin ſearch of her buſband 1 having found out Buchan 
ae erm z” having enquired at every place, 
Werery body who knew him; having advertiſed. 0 
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without the leaſt - ſucceſs ; returned: half diſtracted to 
22 and immediately drove her chaiſe cart to Mount. 
Pleaſant, obſcrving as ſhe got in, how much it wanted 
new painting. ; *. 
On being ſhewn in to Miſs Bubanun, thinking ſhe 
had a right to unburthen her grief to one who was ſo 
deeply intereſted in the fame cauſe. ; ſhe ſoon filled the 
gentle boſom of the mourning Roſa, not only with her 
cares, but freſh and unexpected ones of her own. 

Mrs. Harley, though ſhe haſtened to join them a 
ſoon as ſhe was informed of Mrs. Brown's arrival, wa 
too late to prevent the voluble waman's free communica 
tion-; but as the 1 penſive cheek of Roſa ſeemed 

the effect of grief, and ſurpriſe at the myſteriou 

ſence of Mr. Brawn, for whom ſhe always expreſſed a 
Hncere regard, than any new ſorrow of her own, ſhe {t 
down a patient auditor of all the boiſterous grief of the 
poor landlady, who recapitulated a Jong liſt of the vir- 
tues of her abſent help-mate, which ſhe” ſeemed to hare 
juſt diſcovered, with her conjectures and fears as to the 

- cauſe and effect of his leaving Penry ; from which Mr. 
Harley learned, to her great concern, that notwithſtand- 
_ Ing the berality of the lamented Colonel, affairs at the 
White- Horſe were in à terribly derange#ftate ; ſhe bow- 
ever whiſpered her not to mention the will to Mis 
 Buhanun. 1 ate 3 
Mrs. Brown coloured, confcious the caution was too 
hte ; but as it was a maxim with her never to accuſc 
Herſelf, ſhe took a haſty leave, declaring, if ſhe heard 
2 of het poor dear huſband in a week; ſhe would 
again fearch London and all the world over. 
Mrs. Harley had aſſiſted to adorn the mind of our be- 
oine, but the was not acquainted with all the native 
- Rrrength it derived from its own: innate elegant and del. 
cate reſources 3 ſhe had dreaded. more to inform her of 
the ColonePs neglect to provide for her than of bis 
death 3" but her precautions, though honourable to her- 
felf, were needlels to ber pupil. 
F _- Sweet indeed to Roſa, had been the ufes of adverſity} 
-  »by continually - dwelling on recollections a leſs. right 
tturned mind would have ſtrove to repel, ſhe had riſeo |, 
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nor to falfe ſhame ; all the miſery to which the - 
3 expoſed, and which ſhe had aceuſtomed — 
{df to retrace, appeared to her to reſult from the evil 
propenlities and bad conduct of her wretched mother: 
and at the time when happineſs more iftrongly 
marked the -contraſt of paſt diſtreſs-; when her heart 
glowed with affectionate gratitude to her 'benefaQtor., 
when-confidence-in, and refignation to the will of pro- 
vidence, ſucceeded every retroſpect of the happy turn in 
her fate, ſhe humbled herſelf before God, and prayed if 
it honld pleaſe Him to return her to her original: 9 
her mind might retain its pure dignity, and nat fink with 
her fortunes. The remembrance of her mother never 
failed to infpire her with a mixture of tender and 
horror; and no evil appeared to her ſo dreadful, as a 
depraved-heart. Poverty, ſhe allowed to be a misfor- - 
tune, but vice only was degrading ;z and ſhe did not fear 
to encounter the one, ſo that ſhe might eſcape the other. 
She-knew-all ſhe had been, and felt what ſhe mow was; 
her principles, education, and talents, were real goods 
of which her former deficiencies taught her the preſent 

he benevolent delicacy of Mrs. Harley was always 

uniform ; ſhe had tenaciouſly avoided 22 
jets; and Rofa in that reſpect was a mere ſuckling. 
The Colonel faid he would take care of her, and ſhe 
would as Toon have doubted her-own exiftence, as his 
word. * IF es er 

From ſuch a ſtate of happy ſecurity, to be at herage 
at once funk from affluence to poverty, without one na- 
tural friend, was enough to ſhake the:ſtrongeſt mind; 
and as the author has no wiſh to make her heroine a 
* faultleſs monſter. the world ne ver ſaw; ſhe confeſſes, 
though her fortitude did not forſake her, ſhe deeply W-: 
gretted the change in her proſpects; yet on co mp ar- «if 
ng what they fill err, to what they might have been, 4 
her ſerenity returned, n faint glow gverſpread. her pale 


countenance, and while Mrs. Brown blamed every body 
but herſelf for the misfortunes that threatened ber, and 
ma cqually boiterous:both.-in her grief and lamentations, 
Roſa enden vs tired to iuſpire her with the hope that ani- 
mated her own heart, and vainly exerted all * 


= 
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of perſuaſion, enn on her to wait the Alpakas. 

_ of Providence with patiencte. 

Mrs. Brown was hardly dee when Miſs Bo 

ruſhed in; and claſping Roſa in her arms, — with 

Ber on her loſe, and immedintely adverting to the Calo. 
nel's negle&, proteſted wiatever might be her deſtiny, 

| the would ſhare it with her friend. 

Mrs. Harley's uneaſy look could not eſcape Roſa ; ſhe 
Kiſſed the hand ſhe extended to her, aad immediately, with. 
out the leaſt heſitation, entered on a ſubject which 
peared much more painful to her friends than to herſ at 
Ns. Harley, who was ſubje& to gout, had latch 

been enquiring for another lady, to add U to the number 
of her teachers, and now only waited till one ſhould offer, 
«worthy to rank with the amiable women already i in her 
em 
4 Kos l knew herſelf oompetest 0 the tation, and 
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diſtreſe, nor humiliation, —but with a frank a 
7 that the arrangement. awouk be mutual bee bene- 
Mrs. Harley felt the greatneſs of mind that aBvatel 
her conduct in ſuch a trying moment, and anſwered her 
in the ſame open ſtyle; the bargain was immediately 
made, as one of reciprocal advantage, without acknov- 
ledgments om the one part, or profeſſions on the other; 
and Miſs Buhanun took her ſeat at the tea table relie ved, 
to the infinite joy of Mrs. Harley, from a thouſand pain- 
al circumſtances, that muſt have attended ſuch an ar- 
rungement, between people leſs attached 0 each other 
And teſg at, peace with themſelves. 
When Rola recurred to paſt ſcenes, hes eaſy indeed 
, was it to reconcile herſelf to a lot that in compariſon to 
22 ſhe might have been, was luxury; when he fe- 
Mefted that her fine education and perſevering ſpirit 
were an actual treaſure now in her own' indiſputable po. 
Aefſion, dependant on nothing but the retention of ber 
faculties, and the good health ſhe poſſeſſed 3 and that 
while -upheld by conſcious innocence, ſhe was certain of 
* happy ſubſiſtence ; her heart ſprang i in thankful gre 
. titude to Him Dea the _ of the N 
3 a „„ 
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This right turn of mind prevented all the regrets that 
night al have ſoured 22 injured ber health, 
left her a tax on the charity of her friends, inſtead 
of retaining the power of obliging, where ſhe/ was ob- 
Aged, and ſupporting both her own pride and conſe- 


yence. . | 
Pride, when it has no better foundation than external, 
or temporary advantages, is ſo difficult to be ſubdued, - 
that in weak minds we often ſee deſperation miſnamed 
fortitude z mortified regret dwindle into mean deſpon- 
dence 3 and minds where grace, elegance, and liberality 
have been thought to be native inmates, ſank not only 
into contempt, but the reverſe of all that is amiable, 
merely tor want of one little precaution 5 would they 
but eſtimate their misfortunes by a comparifon with the 
un wertete bel, inſtead of the more happy, gratitude and 
rehgnation would in the firft caſe, gild the darkeſt ſcene 
of | AY in the latter, ah! what of envy, diſcontent, 
preſumption, miſery, and deſpair will it not produce, 

To oy the change in Roſa's cireumſtances produced. 
no alteration in Mrs, Harley and her ladies, would be to 
mure em: She was treated with a kind of reſpe& more 
lattering even than affection; ſhe had been hirherto conſi- 
dered as a pattern of docile perfection; ſhe was now looked 
upto as one whoſe example it would be virtue to imitate, 
aud hoe mibfortunes it would be wicked not to reſpect. 

Phe time The had lived under the Colonels protection, 
ſhe called*the lirtle holiday of her life; ſhe remembered 
bis manner and expreſſion long after the had forgotten 
his 'perfon and features, and time, every moment of 
wiick-was laudably filled, left nothing on her mind of the 
pit but that kind of melancholy regret which is ſome- 
Ames as pleaſing as at others ſad, ' ' -© © 

But white the object of Colonel Buhanun's affe&ion 
ius happily ſettled, without wanting that home he 
was 1 anxious to ſecure for het, Mrs. Brown was expe- 
nencing-a reverſe of fortune the had neither underſtand- 
dor patience to endure. Vs an: E 
er week paſſed, and journey after jöurney 

nu aken, without any tidings of her huſband ; her bu- 
Wels fell off; debts were every day accumulating; cre- | 
ors very prefling; and money very ſhort. It 1s voy 
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her bar was garniſhed with a number of ornaments, vll. 

4 pay called ſcores, ſufficient indeed to have relieved al 

ber preſent- diſtreſs, had they been paid ; but the 

| of Penry, who had perhaps been im 2 
ral in their enco ment of Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 
'being, ſome not able, and others not willing to come to 
account, ſhe had recourſe to Lawyer Quibble, which 

+ Loon finiſhed her buſineſs, | 

Sir Solomon Muſhroom's beſt drawing-room had, 2 
he now choſe to think, an unfortunate a down the 
two roads that fronted the bar of the White - Horſe ; and 
this was a nuiſance he had been anxious to remove from 
the period when Colonel Bubanun's death became cer. 

tain; nay, there were ſome who dated his-objeQions to 
dhe ſight of the little inn, from the time in which he had 
| been ſo good as to lend Landlady Brown one hundred 
pounds on the leaſe of che > gory as he bad imme. 
diately began to build an houſe on the oppoſite {ide of the 

| road, with every accommodation for an inn. 
It is indeed true, *the little inn, with the green before, 
bad once been confidered as a pretty point of proſpet; 
but at preſent pulling-down the White-Horle, and 

AUcenſing thenew, was Bir Solomeni's rage. 

Az Mrs. Brown owed an hundred pounds on her leaſe; 
as ſhe was on her brewer, wine-merchant, and corn- 
Chandler's books, with debts enough due in Penry to help 
her on, it would perhaps have been natural, if Sir So- 

lomon, in his zeal to remove the licence of the old White- 
Horſe to his own: premiſes, had '6ffered to put the poor 
bewitehed widow into it; but thoſe who reaſon thus, 
know little of Sir Selomon Muſhroom, nor can diſtin- 

- .guiſh whether the White-Hovſe or the landlady was the 
nuiſance he had moſt at heart to remove. 1 

Mr. Quibble adviſed Mrs. Brown to ſummon all ber 
debtots under forty ſhillings, and make them-payabl# 10 
cel, a lad fix foot high, who called him papa; to 
let the houſe by auction, and depute his cler to recen 
the money; to ſell alſo by auction what plate and fun 
ture were not included in the leaſe, which his clert would 
ſee done to the beſt advantage; and as ſhe being a feme 
covert, could not be ſued, to place the amount on ſec 

+, - xities, underthe * 
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REY 
eel or rincial, as might beſt ſuit, in ſpite of the ere- 
een "which he aſſured her was the-moſt.common thing 
in the world. . 


e, whoſe mortified pride, reduced circum 
ungen, and the altered faces ſhe'every day met, added to 


her uncertainty of a huſband's fate, whoſe abſence, al- 


mot diſtracted her; rendered her ageager to leave Peary 
he gag once been to get to it ; ſhe inſtantly took Mr. 


Quibble's'counſel ; the clerk began the inventory, and 
1 ** to fell-by auction. | | 


— 


Quibble was a famous lawycr ; he was the fon of 


ome of thoſe neceſſary appendages. tg the profeſſion, a 
bwliPs follower, and had. riſen to his preſent, eminence 


before the beavy tax of an unreaſonable migiſter had 
Gmped-the noble ardour of would be lawyers. 


ReſpeRed beings! to you whoſe firſt rudiments of the 


halpeany ſeminary of the neareſt alley, to you whdſe 


pere fret from expence,—you, who if your fires received 


poloung ſeience, which ſuceeſsfully confound right ane 
mong, were received at the charity-ſchool, or the three- 


grams were un fettered by principle, and whoſe admiſſions * 


ins from a pariſh, if they begged, if they robbed, felt 


not diſmay ec by ſhame, or amended by puniſhment, it is _ 


you L addreſs this melancholy apoſtrophe ; rouſe your- 


dis ! think what will become of the profeſſion, if none 
are allowed to depredate on the fortunes of others, who 


obligation ; when ſo many bright luminaries among you 
ner dic, nor never will juſtly poſſeſs ſo many (pence. 
And iuch was the preciſe lituation of Lawyer Quibble, 
when he commenced bukaeſs at Penry,—but he was al- 
nya dalber. , 92 l 
fe took under his protection a ſet of perſecuted men, 


ney, is own, took ſuch eſpecial care never to loſe a 


we at London, a beat white houſe, with maho, aay 


bn up to the buiineſs. 
Vor. 1. CR 8 2 . K 1 
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ec 


unt command an hundred pounds of their own. Cruel 


rand braſs knocker at Penry; kept his carriage, and 


elves 4: rife in a maſs ; pull down that odious Pitt. Ab, 


imugglers, and making their caſe, as he did their 5 


ſe for want of witneſſes, that he had now u town = 
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be day of ſale arrived, „ All that old well-know, 
and well accuſtomed iun, delightfully fituated, replete 
with conveniences, and now in ll trade, which coſt the 
preſent poſſeſſor, in good-will and improvements, up- 
Wards of fix hundred pounds, and was, the auctioneer 
declared, well worth as many thouſands,” previous to any 
bidding an old man, uncle to Sam the waiter, aſked for 
the leaſe ; aud to the confuſion of Mrs. Brown and her 
reduced number of friends, Mr, Quibble anſwered, he 
as inſtructed to ſay, Sir Solomon Muſhroom had it on 
mortgage, and that the ſight of the inn, from his bet 
drawing room window, being intolerably diſagreeable to 
the ladies of his family, he deſigned to carry the licence 
"and traſe to anew White-Horle of his own, over the 
way. Lawyer Quibble then withdrew, leaving the re- 
6e part of the buſineſs to the management of hy 

= clerk. * #314 | | 
This ſtatement, of which the aftoniſhed Mrs. Brown 
had not before heard one word, foon did her up; 4 
"clerk ordering the ſale to proceed, and the firſt lot being 
Enocked down for the twentieth part of its value, ſhe 
haſtily left the houſe, and accepted an aſylum her fife 
did, to the credit of ſiſterly love, offer for one night, 
| though the told her, by way of comfort, if Lawyer 
_— — ſettled with her in ſeven years, ſhe would be 
K luc y. a 5 ' , | 


> Next” morning, however, young Quibble, to thei 
_ agreeable ſurpriſe, preſented himſelf to ſettle accounts 
"Mrs. Brown, whom taking out ſummonſes under . 
Quibble's directions, had rendered hateful to all who 
Were in her debt, which compriſed by far the greater 
part of the villagers, was impatient to quit Penry, and 
received young Quibble with a mixture of joy and 1. 
ſpect; ſhe could not refrain from putting into ſome al 
her beſt words. > „ 
There have been inſtances af ſurpriſe, which has ops 
rated in various unaccountable ways on the human frame 
tte hair has ſtood upright, it has changed colour, it la 
E fallen off; the fight, the hearing, the faculties have ben 
E ſuſpended, vay loſt. None of theſe things exaQly ba 
pPegned to our quondam ladhdy ; but if ever mortal 8 
bear pctrification, it was her, when young Mr. 2 
5 , : ; | | N 
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eren wuchers for an account, which in ſums total a 
was e Hated : To total of goods and caſh received, 
4e „ 1d. — To total of expences, rent, taxes, bills 
of anRtioneer and ſelf, 2431. 108. 111d.— Balance due 
Tf L. 38. 04d; which be kindly added ſhe need not 
difreſs herſelf about, for that he hoped ſo much would 
remain, out of the out-ſtanding debts, after paying Sir 
Solomon Muſhroom, which he! had on bis honour en- 
% %o. 
% Puy Sir Solomon,“ fahered An. Brown, 6 as he, 
not the habe Ak 

« The leaſe,” replied young Mr. Quidble, Pee au 
only; e what is the. leaſe without the trade? not 
worth that, and he wers ſnapped his fingers. br 

1f the readers do not fee in this management, the 
Lord 'of the Manor was reſolved at all events to get com- 
platly vid of 'the-landlady- of the White · Horſe, they are 
but ſorry fort of readers, and only worthy to read ſuch 
wonders a8 is every day written, if not in this book, in 
Wnany others. 


thirty years had whirled Sir Solomon-Muſhroom through 
wiel auch chin to the goal of his defires, became a little 
lie at this/ſtage of the buſineſs; it wus his inſtroc- 
tions, at all rifks, to get Mrs. Brown out of the neigh- 
bourbood ; but the having very little wit, and no common 
enſe, could vot literally ſtand ſuch a winding up of all n 
prandeurs; The fell, as if ſhe had been ſhot, e. 

i what ber Aſter called a right earneſt e . 
Doctor Croak, who happened to be at his villa was 


kel bis 1 to order his 1 n N 4 
bu n. v 
' Miſs Biwſkcy had olga ds Roſa e ho affec4 T 
Ir I. el the Browns, and 8 him to go him 
1 9 ene 3 797-0" 
| * Who, * bedew. 20 it was not for men of 
nk to —he-be-hem.“ f ? n 11 
* Elinor begs it,“ ſaid Mrs. Dave, in woke that | 
ee and J tommand. 4 an. | ; 
The Doctor could oppoſe nber Elinor: begging, 2 
. „ but . not ä : 


* % 


The fates, Fisbe, Rad, or VERY hs for — un 1 | 


for to the dying woman, and he bid his footman, 
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| gon that was impoſſible ; thoſe ſturdy . 
round the four towns of Sttoude, Chatham, Rocheſter, 
and Brompton, - following his mother's ſtirill round and 
found; had long dropped acquaintance with —— 
but mate and carpets; ſo the cach was got 
ee Creak ud hundred yard to vik the i 
| , Khtgan. 3 
There wasa tims when Mrs, ea not counter. 
Feit u fit without ſetting the village of Penry in comms. 
tion 3 her ſhrieks were now heard as plain as ever, aud her 
mouth was frightfully diſtorted ; buther: ſiſter and young 
Lawyer Quibble, the latter of whom the former hal 
= hbeked in, believing, ſhe ſaid, her ſiſter was L dead wo · 
man, had the fit now all to themſel ves. 
Doctor Croak's entrance gave young Quibble an op- 
unity to eſeape to Moſhroom - place with the news. 
60 « Pith.! * 2 Sir Solomon, 1 wel give twenty 
Sue to get rid of her..“ 
AIJTwenty g vineas! if Mr. Quibble, Tint herd known 
' however he revs get her off immediately.“ 
% Ay, do, ty good Quibble,” ſaid! the Knight; 
and d'ye hear—if five will down", 
Mr. Quibble made all poſſible Ne bur it vou 
wt do; the fits continued ; and © when their violence 
. ceaſed, the lay in a ſtate of totpidit y till next day, when 
- the Doctor pronounced her in a brain fever, 
What was to be done dow? Sir Solomon ſent pr 
vately to de the Dog or · ii was a diſeaſe of the brain, 
without fever, and adviſed ſending her to Bedlam. 
But a much altered; fince Doctor Croak's 
—— was at all arent eos: _ Sir. Bolomon Mulh- 
room's. { — 
% He adviſes 3 Thould * adviſe, or 3 any 
thing of ciſcales of the RE woman 0 go 0 
| r. work-bouſe,””' - 
; 2 by Dr. Croak's direQions thirher ſhe was C 
8 
Miss \Bawſley amel ſem. ee. ond. orders k 
_ every-thing-fo: be got at her expence which the Dot 
e , 5 and went to Mount-Pleaſant,: to 3 1 
__ family if che news: was brought there, not to 
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To the benevolent charity of this amiable girl, did 
the Peer Mrs. Brown owe her life; the fever of her 
brain fell into her limbs, and after ſenſe and memory re- 
turned, ſhe was coafined/to her bed three months ; when 
Mr. Harley and Miſs Bawiky, having firft contributed 
liberally themſelves, made collections for her journey to 
Bath, where the was reecived. into the infirmary, while 
Nola, who bad wearied conjecture at her abſence, hear - 
0, at length, there was not only another landlord, but 
other inn at Penry, concluded ſhe was ſtill perſevering_ 
in hex ſeaveh after her vaniſhed huſband, and fondly che- 
nlked the hope of again ſeeing the only two people in- 
terelfed in, or connected with her recollections of paſt 
happineſs ; for as to Sir Solomon Muſtiroom, his character 
had gradually unfolded itfelf ; and ſhe. conſidered it as an 
inſult zo the memory of: her deceaſed benefactor, as Well 
as degrading to honeft John Brown, to claſs ſo contemp- 
bie s perſon with him in the. number of the ſurviving © 
nende of Colonel. Buhanun. 3 88 
Landhady Brown having not only loſt her ſeat in the 
pretty bar fronting two roads, her huſband, and all the 
worldly-goods with which he ber endowed, bat the total 
uſe of ber limbs ; and leaſt the reader ſhould ſuppoſe the 
author is fo ignorant of the. uſage le monde, as not to 
know,” when people have, loſt their all, it is time to loſe 
them, the follows the example already ſet by all the parti- . 
ear friends and relatives of the broken landlädy, of 
raving her do the infiemary a wheel chair, the warm baths, . * 
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udthe charity of Miſs Elinor Bawlky. 
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CHAP. XVII. | 
Bev the author bas never ſeen Lords, Ladies or Moden 
Miſes, and that fbe is totally ignorant of what is under- 
Jood by the phraſe, G 


du SOLOMON MUSHROOM; and * * daugh- 
ſmeebytie time happily ſrt i 3 mare operd hee 
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_ thats to ſay, their man cogk and two kitchen maids, 


ore Yonge, powder, and fine lace ; the males fine linen, 
ſilk ſtockings, and gold watches. Phe ſervant's hall 


-  finglerap in ſovereign contempt, though repeated twenty 


in a more ſuperb houſe in Piccadilly than that ſuperb one 
before occupied by the Knight in St. James's-ſquare, 
They had a numerous retinue of faſhionable domeſtics, 


beſides feeding two Iriſh chairmen; their drunken wires 
and twelve ragged children, threw more good proviſion 
into their hog-waſh, than would have gladdened the heart 
of many an honeſt poor family. The ſteward's room wa, 


a Tcene of mock ſtate, ſeandal and inebriety ; the females 


contained ladies of eaſy virtue, who paid chair-women 
to do their work; tall footmen in ſplendid liveries, men 
of infinite gallantry, who had no work to do; coachmen 


who never faw their carriages till ready to fit on the box; 


and grooms who never touched a horſe but to mount the 
faddle or hold the bridle for their old maſter, or the young 


| ladics; che hall was guarded by a Cerberus in human form, 


whoſe manual ſtrength was in ſuite with the ferocity of his 
manners and the avarice of his diſpoſition, who held 2 


times, except it were preceded by a fee. 


Their carriages were of the moſt new and expenſe 


_ fiyle, and attracted all eyes in Hyde-Park, 


Their entertainments were of the higheſt git, and 
their deſerts were furniſhed: by the chief creditor of the 
heir apparent. aan 


— 


Their drefs were at once a reſtnement on faſhion, and 


a ſatire on decency. Tbe man who dared firſt to cheat 
the —— and then go to law with generous John Bull, 


had not yet retired from trade, to enjoy the fruits of his 


Bong induſtry, fo that the carriage of the Miſſes Muſb- 
room were every day at his door, and they were ſeen 
where ever ſuch taſte, modeſty, and ſplendour had 3 
right to be ſeen, - 2 5 | 

The Britiſtvcourt is not indeed a climate quite congenidl 


to ſuch exotics as the Miſs Muſhrooms but it was never- 


theleſs abſolutely proper to ſhew them there. K 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Gauntlet, a lord 


of the bed chamber, lord lieutenant of a county, 20d 


ty 
i 


. * 
= 


one of the privy council, a nobleman of high eſtimation 
among his fort, had procured an army contract for vi 
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geen Muſhroom, by which, during a ſhort continen- 
tal war, he amaſſed a F fortune; there were, it is 
tracy, among the rabble whom no body minds, ſome who 
aid the contract was uſed as a licence for fraud and op- 
on 3 but as, when his conduct was impeached, the 
Right Honourable Earl, his long tried patron and friend, 
thruſt his noble ſelf and all his intereſt between him and 
retribution, no one dared to ſay he was not honourably 
xcquitted, much leſs after ſuch acquittal, after his being 
antroduced at court, after his kneeling at the feet of 
majeſty, and rifing up Sir Solomon, might they dare to 
ay the accuſed. contractor did not merit the zeal of his. 
ht honourable protector. 2 6 
The Counteſs of Gauntlet was a high born, high bred 
lame of quality,, who poſſeſſed the ſecret extlufive art of 
carrying the bloom of youth into the vale of years ; her 
huxuriant treſſes were yet free from the ſprinkling of 
hoary time z her vermillion lips ſevered but to diſplay a a 
double row- of ivory teeth of the fineſt 8 and hey 
bright eyes had power over the hearts of younger meu | 
than her youngeſt ſon. Twenty four years out of the 3 
forty this- — Ul Ninon had liyed, were paſſed by her 
under the warm beams of royal favour ; ſhe now reigned 
the triamphant favorite of a ſecond generation, and pro- 
telted; that had the firſt pledge of connubial love which. 
Nele the moſt reſpectable of grandfathers, been a male 
nkead of a female, ſhe would not fear to be equally adored - 
bythe third, "ine | | 7 
The ours, extravagance, inſenſibility, and art of this 
extraordinary woman, were, univerſally known, and 
would have been as univerſally abhorred, had not her 
beauty, wit, grace and faſcinating manners been ſo irre- 
Able, as to change invective into admiration. He 
Aza man, Lady Gauntlet - deſpiſed her buſband,' and 
tis but Juſtice to the lady to confeſs, few people did 


otherwiſe; but as a lord, who had the honour to pt ” 
5 \ 


golden Key hung to his diamond button, ber lady 
pughis Tordſliip all poſſible reſpect, which be grateful 
mumed by all poſſible gratifications, not only to his 
a hutto Hits lady's dear and numerous male friends. 
esc Lady Gauntlet were Lord Delworth, © 


Spent in Leland, where the family-eflates lay ; Lord _' 
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Charles, a captain in the guards Lady Emily, mamted 
+ to the younger ſon of a baronet; Lady Caroline, 
dy Mary, and Lady iſa vnamarried, 
The Counteſs did not want pride; no, it was the 
more baſe, hut more convenient droſs of money, ber 
beautiful Jadyſhip had an inſatiable longing to poſſch, 
without the power of keeping it an hour in her poſlcfſion, 
She. often roſe from the pharo-table without a guinea in 
her, fpangled card purſe, or figding one among her gar. 
tered and coroneted adorers, able if willing, or willing if 
able, to repleniſh it. Now Sir Solomon Maſbroom was 
both able and willing; fo that although both him ard 
his Fimple daughters were the jeſt of her private circle, 
when my lord, in bis foft unaſſuming way mentioned the 
thing, as unavoidable, and Sir Solomon humbly prayed, 
Kt was not in her gentle nature to refuſe to introduce the 
Mites at St, James s. 85 2 Si 
Ihe ceremony was not indeed attended with ſo many 
unpleaſant and mortifying . circumſtances, nor was her 
ladyſhip ſo much out of countenance as ſhe expected; 
the Miſſes were more than borne, they were admired; 
£ their dreſſes were elegant and well put on, which is the 
„ fit and grand article of female 9 they were 
„both handſome ; had not yet entirely, got rid of all the 
modeſt graces learned . Pleaſant ; beſides which, 
however contemptible their reputed uncle might be in 
Point of blood+-and character, he was jndiſputably im- 
menſely rich, and theſe were his acknowledged heireſſes; 
indeed the bur they raiſed at court, the whiſpers of the 
men, and che royal ſmile were more calculated to excite 
"the bluſh of envy, than that of ſhame, could a bluſh of 
any bort be ſeen to riſe on the cheek of Lady Gauntlet. 
Ii important buſineſs over, the Miſs Muſhrooms + 
found the kclat of their Brſt appearance not only kept 
- ups but increaſed ; they had their box at the opera; 
- thair names or the ſubſcription liſt to every faſhionable 
and expenſive entertainment; ſat in the tage box when 
they candeſcended to viſit the theatre; formed a circle 
of titled acquaintances under the auſpices of the bcautt- 
ful Lady Gauntlet, to whom they had the honor of 
bie large fums, of which ſhe did, and they did not 
> Know the value; they ſaw maſks ; gave ſplendid Aer 
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' IS 
certs 3 had as many rooms, tables, lights, and company. 
zs-could._ be ſeen at the rout of a handſome. Ducheſs, and 
were in every reſpect ſo much the thing, that nothing 
was more talked of than the handſome Muſhrooms, and 
the hundred thouſand pounds each, their uncle could and 

1t is impoſſible to conceive. the delightful hurry: of 
ſpirits zn which theſe grand doings kept their ſtill conſlant 
chaprone, Mrs. Feverſham ; conſtant every where, but 
at court, where the could not go, and nothing could be 
more abſurd than to expect, that in the full gratification - 
of her darling paſſions, dreſs, rouge, and ſhew, ſhe 
3 have a moment to {pare for the diſtreſs of 'hegold : 
. 1 . | F IS # 
. Shopping in the morning., driving up St. James's» 
Wert, through Bond- ſtrect, back to Hyde-Park, and 
ein back through Piccadilly; dreſſing for dinner 3. 
public amuſements in the evening, and ſupper parties at 
dus in the moraing ; left no time to think of, much leſo 
enquire after eld connections. | 
Charlotte” Muſhroomy though not ſo pretty as her 
younger filter, was more admired, and had, during the 
mater, ſeveral offers of rank ; but her heart ſtill ſmarted 
vader” a Felt difappeintment, and the remembrance of,” 
Horace was productive · of compariſons, injurious to every 
other pretender. | ribs, a A 
Sir Solomon would have paid little regard to her pri- 
vie feelings,- had be not fixed certain arrangements fer - 
tera higown-mind. -, N 
The Earl of Gauntlet, whom be affected to conſult, 
wondered at this ſuffering his daughter to refuſe ſo max 
men of faſhion and ror Bo indeed had his lordſhip ſpok - 
ehe hole truth, he would have confeſſed his greater 
wonder-at the offers than the refuſals ; for Lady Caro- 
ne, Tae Mary, and Lady Louiſa Gauntlet, notwith- + | 
wading they ſhewed themſelves every where, had no ſuch 
ue ien them. ' | 1 = 
dr Solomon, however, affected to anſwer with great 
e lordſhip, „that be was not willing to + 
lence his girls* choice ;' but, his long decide inten- 
as io gralt his favourite into the Earl's own Rock's : 
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d hoticur'of. which the peer hud/'no preccitiment, ang 


therefore could have formed no objection againſt. 
\ Lord Delworth was, as his father bad been, in the 
army ; and excepting that he gamed, 'drank, run in 
debt, intrigued, bullied the men, and deecived the vo- 
men, he was one of the beſt young men in the world; 
and ſuch as he was, it was him on whom Sir Solomon 
deſigned to beſtow bis eldeſt daughter, and the greater 
\ ſhare of his wealth. ee 
As therefore the Knight had thus arranged the future 
fortune of his favourite, he had nothing on hand but to 
Qiſpale of Maria, which, to his infinite ſurpriſe and mor- 
tification, he had no poſſible opportunity of doing; for 
though ſhe diſplayed, with the utmoſt liberality, all the 
- charms that could be diſplayed, though ſhe rouged 
higher, and talked more than any Miſs of her inches 
within a mile of St. James's, no titled ſwain had yet de- 
clared” himſelf ready to attend her to the temple of 
Hymen: As however all the young bucks, married as 
well as ſingle, were her profeſſed adorers, ſuch an event 
muſt ndifputably happen ſometime'or other, Sir Solomon 
' tried to be patient. TT SO TUE 
It was on one fine morning in April, when be was juſt 
revolving over certain tranſactions in which his deceaſed 
friend had a principal ſhare, it occurred to him as an odd 
/ _elrcumſtance, that for the lait two years of his life he had 
| not heard” from, or of Horace Littleton 4 and he bad 
- fearce breathed a hope that that dear youth had periſhed 
with the Colonel, before his ſervant announced a viſitor 
bk the name of Buhanun. 34 28S r 
Sir Solomon fairly leaped off his chair. 
IA tall ſoldier-like elderly man in mourning entered, 
with white hair curled in @ ſmall ring, bald on the top 
of his head, fine complexion, and florid countenance, 
who in a broad Scots diale& apologiſcd for his vilit, and 
having glanced his eye round the ſuperb apartment, took 
the chair fet by the ſervant, , ER 


Sir Solomon's uſual preſence of mind ſeemed entire 
dc forſake him ; he ſpoke not; and the gentleman not 
well knowing how to account for ſo uncommon a rect}: 


tion, proceeded with an open frankneſs, which added 0 
. g K c | N 11 4 22 a our 
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our Knight's embarraſſment by reminding him of the 
Colonel, to account for his viſit. I e $23 

The reader will pleaſe to recolleR, in the early part of; 
this hiſtory, two letters written by Colonel Buhanun, to 
perſon of his name in Scotland, which, as he was then 
averſe to making a will, was, intended to recommend, 
firſt his ſervant, and afterwards his proteg6e, to the pro- 
tehon of his heir at law, which letters were left in the 
polleſhun-of John Brown, with leave to deſtroy them or 
not s he- pleaſed. Now it appeared John had not. 
pleaſed to deſtroy them, for Major Buhanun, to whom | 
our xeaders are now introduced, the gentleman to whom 
they were addreſſed, had received them in a blank cover, 
wien he London poſt mark after (being fimply directed, 
in very bad writing, M. R. Bubanun 8 it. - 
wy travelled to about a hundred and fifty M. R. Bu- 

uns. . | 

Major Bubanun, as the incloſure had his full and . 
per addreſs, concluded the letters had been ſent by ſome. 
wnorant perſon, into whoſe hands they had accidentally 
allen, and well knowing the writing of his relation, came, 
to London, to make enquiry after aſſets which he 
oy never» before indulged the moſt diſtant hope of in- 

"OT | SS firs 5. ür. 

The account he heard at the India-houſe, from the 
ſuccelſor- of Mr. Burley, that gentleman having himſelf - 
gone ont to India with the laſt fleet, could not fail to 
tereſt him, and hearing of the intimacy and correſpond- 
ence-which had exiſted between his deceaſed relation and 
vr Solomon. Muſhroom, had taken the liberty to wait - 
on Min, in hope it might be in his power to give him 
lomeinformation reſpecting the aſſets, as he was, aſſured 
age wentrances had been made to England, and that a 
lillarger proportion of wealth yet remained in India 3. 
n concluſion he preſented the two letters he had received, 
with the cover for his peruſall. 4 ee e 
Sir Bolomon,. till unable to collect his ideas, atten- | 
eh examined the letters and cover. RY, ee — 

think, Sie,“ fai the Major, you knorr, 
the hand i of the addreſs ?? _ Wo e wal 

Dower think,” replied Sir Solomon, a little re- 
ren, 
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"The Major had no doubt. 
Sir Solomon again examined the” letters; could not 
develop the myſtery ; wiſhed he could be of any poſſibſe 
ſerviee but „ —— 7 Oo 
The Major urged him to be explicit; they had come 
from the interior of Scotland, with great inconvenience 


1 to himſelf, not to mention the expence of ſo long a 


Journey. 15 - 

Sir Solomon was ſorry ; he certainly had been on ver 
intimate terms with "Colonel Buhanun, but in regard to 
his fortune, all he could ſay was mere matter of opinion, 

which ia fact amounted to nothing; yet ſo far he might 

| hint, he did not believe, however the Colonel's fortune 
might have angmented fince his return to India, that he 
wat at all a man of property when in England. 
The Major. was ſurpriſed 3 but the Knight undertook 
to prove the fact. | | . 
hat he lived very expenſively here, was no doubt, 


true; but that he was rather in contracted than affluent 


_ circumſtances, when he left England, he Sed, by 
relating the particulars of an agreement entered into wit 
himſelf reſpecting an object of charity, to whom be 
ruſt ſay the Colonel was very very Fookiſhly attached ; 
however, added the candid- orator,” correcting himlclf, 
am the laſt man on earth who has a right to ceuſure 
on that account, fince the compact between us originated 
in a fimilar weakneſs; he promiſed to protect my caprice, 
do ſupport bir mine has, 1 fear, long ceaſed to trouble 
him ; bis fill exiſts ; I kept my word, and have at my 
own expence, given bis girl an education that enables 
her to get a genteel livekhbood. Aud the natural infer- 


__ ence way left to the Major, whether à man of Colour! 


- Bubanun's known generous and juſt turn of mind would 
have ſatisfied his own feelings in repaying actual pecu- 
mary. diſburſements to u large amount, by mere acts, of 
kindneſs to'a youth who, having an appointment on the 
civil government of the country, could not Rand in need 


bt auy other.“ 


What,“ faid the Major, “ and did he make no 
_ remittance ?** - W924» 2 5 * A 
A few pieces of \ ſilver and gold mufſios, too ſhevy 

bor the girl's wear ; a few bottles of arrack, 1 Sir 


* 


WG N 
N 4 , * 


Solamon never drank 3 and @ few jars of ſweet - meats 
ſpoiled in the paſſage} and he was, (be added) thus 
candid in explanation, he was by no means bound to 
make, in reſpeQ to the living, without meaning to in- 
jure the memory of the lamented dead.“ 1 
The Major muſed ; the inference he drew from this 
converlation was very different from that Sir Solomon 
ſeemed to expect. | | {SR | 

« He was ſure, he ſaid, „ wherever the fortune of 
lis rdation might lay, he would not have incurred pecu- 
niary obligation without a certainty of repaying it two - 
fold z ſor as he underitood the young man was appointed 
and equipped by his friends, he could“ TY 

* Al! interrupted the Knight, “that was another 
of my follies ; but no matter; poor boy! he is gone; 
and you” muſt excuſe me; I am not able to talk on the 
ſubſec ; it really unmans me. The muſlin, except a 
piece or two of the leaſt gaudy, ate untouched, if you 
have female relatives ; the arrack too; favor me with 
your card, I will order every thing belonging to Colonel 
Bubatun” to be delivered to you; but forgive me,—I 


* * 


— 
2 


cannot. — indeed 1 cannot talk.“ . 

The Major peremptorily declined accepting any part 
of property which muſt be ſo adequate to the memoran- 
dams the tender hearted man recovered juſt ſpirits enough Wis Z 
to ſhew him, and was on the point of taking leave, with _. 
vell manneredSapology for the trouble he had given, A 
when the Lords Gauntlet and Denningeourt were an- 

Major Buhanun not having yet left his ſeat, and being 
in the habit of affociating with the firſt people, as well 
« perfeftly known to the laſt named nobleman, choſe 
ther do wait their entrance, than by meeting them on 
the ſtair, ſeem to avoid the interview. | e 

Lord Gauntlet was always maſter of that ſmooth in- 

muting politeneſs, which ** finding an open eaſy paſ- 
| age to the heart, fcatters flowers along the 'avenues as 
It goes.“ A 5 a 4 
ingeourt was 2 plainer, and therefore a finer 

Fenn; he had married his ſecqnd Counteſs fre = 

Kalnd, whoſe mother was a Buhanun, and * y 
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' 1 of the Scots gentlemen. 


tion, had not dazzled the age with its brilliancy, but 


lomon had a ſmile of applauſe for every _ ſo i it was 


Mejor Buhanun- ſhould ' forget the . 


croſſed the park from Piccadilly towards Weſtminſter,. 


_ diminiſhed, but retarded to an uncertain period, he im- 
| particular and direction he was. himſe 
ed at the Britiſh Coffee-houſe, and returned early to 


poſtpone on ſeeing a fmall bale of India muſlin, feveral 
| package es © of arrack, and a card to invite him to dine with 
4 Sir Solomon Muſhroom the next day, 


.. and be was as dilintereſted as any wiſe man ſhould be, 
wo has ladies in his family, fond of gold aud ſilver mule 


being on the borders of that country was cen known 


* 
Major Buhanua had been introduced to, but never 
viſited his lordſhip, although invited as often as chan 
brought them together. 
Lord Gauntlet, added to the politeneſs of a courtier, 
the policy of a ſtateſman : his career in military reputa- 


he affected a profound reſpe& for every perſon who had 
thered laurels in the ſervice of their country, and Lord 
enningcourt very politely advyerted to the times and 
fituations in which he knew the Major had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf. 8 

Lord Gauntlet rembinineed every thing, and Sir So- 


„ _ ww £As _ 9Þw6c__ _ccc co — 


no wonder, that, like a Tus when. he 


« Fought all his battles 0'er again, 
« An * he flew the lain, * 


Q 


* 0 


who were going to the levee, ordered their carriages, and 
Sir Solomon, who was, or ſaid he was alſo going to St. 
James' 8, apologiſed for ordering his. 

The Major inſtantly 9 and conſideriog, 28 he 


the expenee of this unprofitable journey would encreaſe 
hour, while whatever benefit might accrue to him 
from the aſſets of his relation, they would not only be 


mediately went to his agent, and having given him every 
8 maſter of, and 
ſigned what papers were neceſſary to ſend to India, din- 


his lodging, intending, to ſet off the next morning on his 
return to the North ; this however he thought proper to 


nge YT RE I T_T 


The Major had declined accepting any of theſe things 


lins ; 2 the manner in which * were 1 


1 


| | 
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tered u TejeRtion: of them not only awkward but diſo- 
bliging, and it was impoſſible to accept what he could 
not but confider as preſents,” without complying with 
the invitation z the card was therefore anſwered with 
ſuitable dcknowledgments, and his return to the North 
(eferredat lealt for one day. | | 
At Sir Solomon Muſhroom's he had the honour to 
meet the Earl and Counteſs of Gauntlet ; Lord Charles 
Gauntlet, their ſecond» ſon ; the ladies Caroline, Mary, 
ind Louiſa, their daughters; the Earl of Denningeourt, 
ind Lord Penrith, his ſon, who with the two Miſs 
Muſhrooms, Mrs. Feverſham, Sir Solomon, and him- 
ſelf, made the dinner party. The Counteſs of Denning- 
court was expected; but the Major heard from her 
lord, with great concern, ſhe had been ſeized with a 
ſudden indiſpoſition, after coming from court the pre- 
ceding day. f n . 
The lady, who except fitting at the head of the ta- 
ble, dic all the honours of it, Mrs. Feverſham ; has, 
we doubt not, loſt grace in the reader's favour, as in the 
dilreſls.of our heroine, whom ſhe declared ſhe pitied, and 
that of her ſervant, whom ſhe ſaid ſhe loved, we have 
not heard either of her friendſhip or fympathy ; but be- 
ides the engagements we have before mentioned, engage- 
ments that with very little variation, fillthe time of moſtof 
the fine ladies at the weſt end of the town, Mrs. Feverſhatn, 
it muſt be remembered, was removed from the fine coun- 
try houſe to a finer town h6uſe, twenty-ſeven miles 
om Penry z a houſe where the | voice of diſtreſs could 
never enter” without committing violence on the feelings 
s dozen-powdered lazy fellows, and as many painted 
Adigas how then could Mrs. Feverſham think of 
Fear all that a fine lady, ſo buſy, could do, Mrs. 
Fevexſham had done. N n, 
Mile Maſhroom having, by Sir Solomon's defire, gone 
memorning to the houſe of a celebrated artift, to ſit for 
der picture, which artiſt being young and handſome, 
i Maria choſe to chat during the fitting with her 
er and try to put the poor painter out of counte- 
vac, by diſplaying her white arms and bare neck; 
We white arme and bare necks happened juſt then — 
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ba e great a glut in the faſhiooable market, and the ar. 


| $ edly meant to have left on his memory a laſting impreſſion 
af her divine felf. - 4% 
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tiſt being in the habit of imitating his betters, he went 
on with his picture, as if no ſuch tempting things were 


in exiſtence, and painted a molt provoking fine likeneſi 


of the elder ſiſter, while the younger very good natur- 


. 


WMnile the two ladies were thus diſpoſed of, Mrs. Fe. 


verſham took the opportunity ob daſhing into the city, 


dio viſit Mrs. Bawſky ; but that lady being at Peory, and 


though as fine aud faſhionable a perſon in Walbrook a 


Mrs. Feverſham could be in Piccadilly, ſhe having us- 


* fortunately taken an hour to return the viſit, when the 


ladies of the Muſbroom family were in their firſt ſſecp 
after a maſquerade ball, it was not in the order of 
things for any of the Penry anecdotes to reach Mrs. Fe 


verſham. 


rr de property Mi Mutbroon' 


party, like moſt: other large parties grew tolerably ini. 


pid before the ladies retired, they had nothing for it but 


4inking into à ſort of half converſation each with their 
next neighbout, and it was the Major's lot to be placed 


| nent Mrs. Feverſiham. - . 


„ Buhanun, Buhanun,“ ſaid ſhe, after « recolleQire 
ale g „ pray, Sir, were you at all related to. one Co- 


-Jonel Bubanun 2” ; 


be Major bowed. 


e- 


_ - by fooliſh; and dan't you think it was a ſhocking wick 
dend thing in him to die without providing for that pret- 


- 


4 
N 


— 


tieſt of all pretty creatures, — don't you chink her very 


peace, Sir ??: 


; at Who, madany ?? | 


„ Who! Miſs Buhanun-; you Yann th be ſure.” 
124% Miſs Bubanun | I never heard of a Miſe Bubanut 


| in this countyy.“ 


No? poor girl! chen I ſuppoſe ſhe bas taken ber 


own name again z 1 wonder what is become of her ; ſhe 


is a lovely. creature ; I vever ſaw her but once, but be- 
ally 1 never was ſo firuck in my life ; then 3 
aud her eyes, you never ſaw ſuch eyts; and the p 
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Jdightfully; and paints, you cannot imagine how well 
be ee 1 nn = | a5} l 
The Major, whoſe attention to the ſubje& had fixed 
eyes on the lady's face, laughed ont © 

„ Oh « my honor you miftake me; I don't mean 
ber dein; we does not paint that ſhe could not mend 
it, the dig.!“ : Ne the e WE 

The Major again laughed ; perhaps the complexion 
before Wim, did not appear to have improved under the 
Anil hang. W | n 

On ss to me,“ continued the, voluble Mrs. Fever- 
fam, taking his meaning with all faſhionable caſe, « 1 
aways rouge; tis vulgar to be ſeen without; 7 never 
an; but what was I ſaying ? I proteſt T forget.“ | 

The Major was puzzled, © © © 3 

« Give us a lady, Major,” faid Sir Solomon. 

« Ay that was it,“ cried Mrs. Feverſham, thank ye, 
dir Solomon, thankye, 1 was telling the Major what 
a charming creature his name ſake, my friend, Miſs Bu- 
nes is 3 what brilliant eyes; what a delicate figure.” 

This called out both the Miſe Muſhrooms, 6 

Le wa'am,“ faid the eldeſt, in the ſofteſt voice 
imaginable, c how can you poſſibly call her dekcate? 
ion the contrary,” quite robuſt,” “ 

Mrs, Feverſham,”” ſaid Miſs Maria, “ defcribes 
Miss, what do they call her now, ene 

*"Bubanun Tell, my dear... N 

Mis "Buhanun then, and her brilliant eyes, with al! 
the partiality of friendſhip 3 but the jeſt is,” that neither © 
deauty nor friendſhip are any thing in the world but tje 
krvency of ber fancy; ſhe thinks her bandſome, be- 
able the old ſtupid governeſs fays ſhe is fo ; and calls 1 
terlelf her kriend without having ever ſpoke to her. 

"Ts Gouble attack, notwithitanding the laugh it ex» 
Med was not to paſs. Mrs. Feverttam, with great 
warmth, avowed, if ſhe had a juſt claim to any one good 
was that of fincere friend/bip for whomſoever 
eie; and that if ſhe could arrogate to herſelf 
ment, diſcrimination, or taſte, in any. one thing 
eier it was in deciding on the beauty of the human 
wand face, which all the world knew was her pecu- 
ien and ſhe took on her. to affert, that on 
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_ Roſa Bubanun, her dear young friend, was, without : 
fort of exception, the Linc We moſt accompliſhe 
girl in England. . | 

This Miſs Mushroom flatly contradicted. And Mig 
Maria ſaid, * Whatever ſhe was, ſhe had coſt her uncle 

money aug ;—ſhe was decent, and that was all.” 

« Yes, Miſs,” anſwered Mrs. Feverham, fill glow. 
ing at the ſmart. ſneer which had accompanied Mii, 
Maria's remark on her friendſbip, © if money could 
create, beauty, or give accompliſhments, no doubt, your 
uncle would be a firſt bidder ;; but no money can make a 
Miſs Bahanun.“ | 
| % Will any money buy her!“ ſaid the Hono 

Captain Gauntlet, ſportively.. 
„% No,“ anſwered Mrs. Feverſham, frowning. 

% Well,” faid the Major, ** you aſked me F. uh 
Sir Solomon; I'll give you this Miſs Buhanun.“ 
„ Mrs, . Feverſham's ſwans,” Miſs Muſhroom ſcorn- 
fully obſerved, ( were all geeſe.” 

Ms. Feverſhanvs reply was ready; but the Counteſs 

« Who is this Miſs Buhanun ?* and. Lady Carolive's 
% Nobody,” ſtopped her; and the toaſt having gone 

round, the ladfes retired to cards, where the gentlemen 

- Joon joined them, and nothing more was ſaid of Mil 

Buhanun. Sy nd 

The Major's curioſity was however excited; the Co. 
lonePs poſthumous letter in Roſa's favour, was a fort of 
' introduftory right to an acquaintance, his qeceaſed re- 

lation meantſhould take place, and he again deferred his 
return home till he ſhould have ſeen the ohject to whom, 
as Sir Solomon Muſhroom ſaid, the Colonel was very 
very fooliſhly attached; that great man had indeed ſaid 
many other things ſo foreign to his taſte, that he took 

"a final leave of him, and ordered a chaiſe next day to 

Mount-Pleaſant, HF wp a 7 | 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


"Las *1 


Traits of the Buhanun Family. 


Wy EN Major Buhanun was announced at Mount- 
Pleaſant, ** the pure and elegant blood ſo wrought. in!“ 
Rola's cheeks, one might almoſt ſay her body 
thought,” dut it retreated with the returning breath, 
and left her pale as death. | | 
Mrs. Harley directed the gentleman to be conducted 
to the drawing- room. ra Ft oa 
The Major introduced himſelf by ſhewing the Colo- 
dels letters, and after Tamenting the myſtery that hung 
over; the affairs of the deceaſed, which prevented his 
making the proviſions recommended in theſe extraordi- 
nary ſubſtitutes for a will, added that not only curioſity 
but a wiſh to be known to a perſon ſo dear to Colone 
Bubanun,, impelled him to pay her his zeſpects before he 
returned to. Scotland. N 50 1 
The Major had too much ſenſe to expect a goddeſs 
from the high colouring of Mrs. Feverſham, but he was 
allo tos well verſed in female candour, not to believe 
Mils Muſtroom's ** decent and thats all, would turn to 
lbmething above mediocrity. + 
With all the mild enthuſiaſm of warm friendſhip 
founded on bumanity, cheriſhed by virtue, and confirm- 
ea by judgment, Mrs. Harley deſcanted on the ſuperior 
charms-which in perſon, mind, and talent, graced her 
hi pupil, and then ſent to ſummons her from the 


No had been ſomething above five years at Mount- 
Peaſant. She was ſo ſmall both in ſtature: and feature, 
wen the came there, that they ſet her down, as Mr. 
brown could not aſcertain ber age, for ſeven or eight; 
oak, who only could ſet them right, ſaid 
ies turned of ten; ſo that ſhe was by his ac- . 
count now in her ſixteenth year. „ 

Sola had always been remarked. for her neat taſte in 
ws preferring*clegance to ſhow when no reſtriction 
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was laid on her; and finee the change in her circum. 
ſtances, ſhe conſidered plainyeſs as the moſt appropriate 
to her fituation. © She wore this day a plain, muſlia 
robe, with black velvet round her waift and arms; 3 
narrow white ſattin ribbon ran through the front of her 
hair, to conſine thoſe luxuriant ringlets which grew in 
ceful profuſion round her forehead, without any poy. 
* or other orbament, and thus ſimply attired, her face 
be) e with beauty, health, and animation, and ber 
ealy figure with grace and harmony in every move. 

ment, the appeared to the Major, as ſhe croſſed a ſmall 

2 by the window, like zuother Hebe, deſcended 
from the ſkies ; but when the door was thrown open, 
and he approached to ſalute her, he ſtarted back, ex- 
claiming, My God what a hiſtory ! who invented it! 
and for what purpoſe? you ! yes, 1 feel, I know who 
you are, dear child! let me peruſe thoſe charming linez- 
ments; this, madam, I am fure, is Colonel Buhanun's 
* 1 ; The is a living picture both of ——” 
Mrs. Harley was alarmed ; ſhe rung and ordered her 
| fervant to wait; the Major had the manners of a gen- 
tleman ; he 'talked of his interview with Sir Solomon 
Muſhroom, and his acquaintance with, as well as con- 
fanguinity to Colonel Buhanun ; but the firſt might be 
tation, as the Faſt, ſhe made ſure, was untrue ; ſhe had 
often Teen the Colonel herfelf; his perſon indeed was 
fine, but his complexion and features were too remark- 
ably plaio to be forgotten. E 3 

I fancy, Sir,“ ſaid the good lady, aſſuming cou- 
rage in the prefence of her ſervant, you have never ſeen 
Colonel Buhanun. ““ , 

I ſee him now,“ ſaid the Major, looking tenderly 
earneſt at Roſa; “ this is his daughter.“ | 
-  *Rola-wept, the Major led her to a feat. 
„% Ah Sir!“ ſaid ſhe, „you are Krangely miſtaken ; 
it was indeed my benefaQtor's will I ſhould: call bim fi 
ther z but 1 well know and remember all my claims 
_-- were on his compaſſion ;* I was the child of his charity 

no more.” . - Wa & 3 

Von amaze me,” replied the Major, . J cannot be 
miſtaken —your voice —ſo like your—do yon know your 
mother? did the Colonel ever ( 
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4 7 „ 
. Roſa coloured crimſon deep, und turned away her 
burning cheeks. 1 8 TIER. 29 Wb 

«.Fwould not. diſtreſs you, but ſay, anſwer me, do nu 
you recollect any thing of your mother?“ 1 . 1 

She anſwered without heſitation, Perfectly, and-f 
my father too.” 4 1 0 q 

«Good God !” exclaimed he; then after a long 
gane; but one thing more, did the Colonel know 
theſe parents? had he any acquaintance with them? -was 
he their benefactor as well as yours?“ CT 

«The Cbloncl—Colonelt Bubanun have acquaintance 
with ſuch miſerable beings as my parents; ah Sir ! as 
Mrs. Harley ſays, you could not now him.” ; 

„ cannot comprehend it,“ ſaid he, ſtill tenderly 1 
gazing on ber z “ you are very lovely : but I may, nn 
t090u, and to that lady, you could not know Colonel —_— 
Bubanun, as-I knew him, the pride, and boaſt of his 
race? you have not ſeen him climb the ep clift, 
the-wide-chaſm, and fkim over his native High | 
with grace, firength, and agility, more fleet than his 
favorite _greytiound ; his auburn locks ſporting \in'the 
wind, and, his fine face out-bluſhing even female medeſ- B30 
ty; No, young lady, you have only ſeen him the prey «ning 
of diſeaſe, the wet im of deſpair. Ah my wretched cou- 4} 
fin! fuch as I have deſcribed did J leave the bloemi 
hope of my twin brother, when 1 went with my regi- 
ment to the Welt Indies ; what a wreok—what, a miſe 
ble wreck did I find him at my return. His paſſions 
—but his ſtory is beſt conſigned to oblivien—they were 
his ruin 3 in the frenzy of deſpair, ſhocking to relate, he 
had ſwallowed laudanum, and at the moment I entered 
bis chamber,. his father, my poor brother, was at onee 
agoneed for the ſon, and praying for the ſuicide.” The 14. 
Major pa . 3 | | | og” : = 

bach. head ſunk in voluntarily on the arm of the 
Major, and: her tears were accompanied by thoſe of Mrs. 

Halley, who now diſmiſſed her ſervant. - „ 
eh a Rory,” reſumed the Major, „ ſhould be 
ide irritated ſlate of my poor nephew's mind co-- 
ed with Rrong emetics ; he threw up a great quan- 

wy ofthe fatal draught ; but enough was left to deſtroy 

ory veltige ol what he had been; bis features, _— * 
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changed, and three months that he lay deprived of 
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to their fine ſymmetry; the blue veins were no longer {cer 
fie Nein, the hue of TRIER torch 


his ſtrength aud factilties, he looked every hour more 
and more like a living corps; but the temporary death 
had no power over his paſſions ; they revived as memory 
returned ; to preferve not only his exiſtence, but the 


i ſhort his friends, among whom I was perhaps the 
moſt ative, forced him tat | 
ties were perfectly reſtored, or his ſtrength was nearly 


before his mental facul. 


recovered; it could not be avoided ; and I have learnt 
he retained ſa acute a ſenſe of this neceſſary cruelty, that 
he abjured all his kindred with the warmeſt indignation; 
iſo that I am ſurpriſed to find he left an open poſſibility 
of my inheriting his fortune. My poor brother could 
Tot Turvive the abſence and miſery of his only ſon.” 


+ 4 


Again the x 1 | 


% My dear benefattor . eried Roſa; Rill weeping. 


Ves, madam,” refumed the Major, addrefling Mrs. 


Harley, „this young lady, lovely as we ſee her, is the 
molt perfect reſemblance of what Colonel Buhanun was 


before his misfortunes nature ever formed; and havin 
ſome reaſon to believe he has, or had a child, who m 


have been about her age, the impreſſion is ſo ſtrong on 
my mind, 1 cannot immediately give it up. Where, 
my love, was you born? who can trace your infancy ? 
It my feeling and judgment do not deceive me, you wil 
yet” be very. happy, even admitting we have no aſſets 


| from the Colonels fortune.“ 


Poor Roſa could too eafily convince him that the <> 


Tulions of tenderneſs with which bis manly heart over. 


N 


fowed, had no Tource in conſanguinity, 
Doctor Croak had, in the courſe. of the intimacy 
which faſffifted between Roſa and Elinor, when the lat- 


ter way ſuppoſed to be two or three years older, recurred 
to the time and circumſtances of her birth, of which be 
had made a minute. He was at this time confined by 


the gout at his country houſe ; and the Major, on hear 


- or particulars, reſolved to wait on him immedi- 
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Min, Horley could not but approve of ſo proper a 0 
meaſure g a ſentiment roſe in her heart which. could not 
te called dope; yet it gave her pleaſure, and ſhe ear. 
aeffly.invited him to 1 b and take a 8 at br 
Plealant, A 

Doftor Croak ed to the Major every ns | 
peking Roſa's birth exactly as he had before done 
to 7 Colonel; and Miſs Bewlky 6. generous heart over- 
flowed in praiſes of the object of his enquiry. 

There was now no reaſonable room to doubt yet 
Again reason the Major did doubt; and on his return 
to Mount-Pleaſant the intereſt Roſa had already excited 
in his heart, was enercaſed by a diſplay of all the fine 
xcomplifiments which Mrs. Harley called forth with 

no ſmall degree of IIS both in reſpect to herſelf and * 


— 


her pupil. | 

The harp and the piano forte were equally facile to 
Nola the Major preferred the former; and after ſeveral 
fine Italian ſongs, with the accompanyments, on his 
aking if ſhe knew any Scotch muſic, the inſtantly play- 
ed and fung the maid of Selma, tears ſtealing down her 
check at © the pleaſant yet .mournful,” “ 1 with I 
were where Helen lies, ſucceeded, with equal taſte 
and feeling. She painted, as Mrs. Feverſham ſaid, prete - 
bly ; mall portraits of Mrs. Harley, and many of her 
nens ornamented the room in which ey lot, as well 
as ſeveral frames of her fine works. | 
The Major was maſter of French, aud wk a little 
of Ttahan;*Rofa converſed with taſe in both; he was 
altomſhed ; he had ſeen many handſome and many ac- 
compliſhed women:z but here was an aſſemblage of beauty 
and talent that excelled all his ideas of perfection. 

Major Buhanun was not in love with Roſa, but he felt 
a ſentiment for her as tender and often more durable than 
W When he retired to his chamber the floated on 

his imagination, and: he literally ſaw ther where the was 
not. 

He aroſe from his tumbled pillow this fatigued than 
relied; ſome vague ideas bad mixed with the dark no- 
things of aal reſtleſſue ſs, he much wiſhed, but deſ- 
paired of bringin to perfection; and he took leave of 
The ladies with 2 r to 19 92 his viſit before "= 
turned to Scotland, - « 

Ken \ 
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ola dropped à tear, which Mrs. Harley 
kifſed.off z/ and they returned to that remedy for lou 
Ipirits, vapours, regret, and ennui, that oblivion of (or. 
mow, © Laudable employment;” which, if the reader vil 
© _beheve an experienced matron, cures not only man dil. 
, orders of the nerve, but is a grand ſperific againf lone 
itself. The mates, though they lived among a parcel of 
5 3 were all immaculate, becauſe they were 
. 5 4 . | 
The Major, however, had no ſuch remedy at hand; 
- all ke could de with, near. thirty miles before him, alone 
io s polkchaite, was to think and reahink over the lat 
twenty four hours, except indeed making up now and 
then for the;deficiencies of the night by a ſhort nap ; and 
as. we thall be foon on a very intimate footing with thi 
gentleman and his family, it may be proper to let the 
== - reader into ſome of their ſecrets. . | 
17 ' Major Bubanun was the eldeſt of the twin ſons of x 
_ 2 branch of the ancient Scots family of the Bub 


| 


His cftate was more famous for the many generation 
it had remained in poſſeſſion of the fame line of inherit 
ance, than the amount of its rent roll; the old caftle is 
Which he was born, was a pictureſque memento of ancient 
_ grandeur ; and was preſerved by the Major with the rel 
| 2 enthuGaſm he dexived from his father. Though 
/ Tome parts were now moderniſed, much the larger cou- 
| _ - - * aued e ebe ſame fate, and retained the ſame ornaments 
" _ and furgieure. that had: atiraftedCuriofity, and inſpired 
- . ceſpe&t ſeveral centuries back. | 
Te Bukanuns of Caſtle Gowrand, the name of their 
reſidence, always lived up to their. rent roll; ſo that the 
younger branches having no . inheritance but perſonal 
grace, for which they were remarkable, and good blood ſ 
in their veins, would have been forced by neceſſity into 
- {vations degrading to their pride of anceſtry, if the 
family arrangements of the North were not eſſentially 
different 'from. thoſe of the South, and if the elder 
branches, did not feel themſclves honoured or diſgraced 
in the. reſpeRtive. conduct of the. younger ; for vbich 
"  .xealon they conſidered it their intereſt, as well as duty 
dio give them what ſupport might conduce to Ro 
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order to avoid the odium of the other; the good vffect 
of this national policy is daily exemplified by the inter- 
marriages of the wealthy people of rank throughout 
Scathand with their own fortunate neighbours and 
relalzans.” 5M | | 
Wallace Buhanun, the Major's brother, had married 
z pretty Kinſwoman-in his own unfortunate predicament ; 
Calle Gowrand was nevertheleſs opened to him and his 
portionlets bride by his laird and brother, and there was 
the patron of our heroine born. 7 | | 
he lard; as the Major was then called, loved his 
brother, and doated on young Wallace, for whoſe ſake 
he avowed he continued a batchelor ; but the boundleſs 
bolpitality of bis ſpirit ; frequent, excurſions to the 
South z winters in Edinburgh; and large ſhooting par- 
ves at home in ſummer ; beſides the increafing expences 
of his brother's family, were productive of 1ncenveni- 
ence z and the laird made a ſudden reſolution to retrieve 
tus deranged circumſtances by getting a commiſſion in 
the army, living on Its pay, and putting his eſtate to 
nurle, except the Caſtle, and as much land near it as 
would ſupport his brother, whoſe wife dy ing about this 
penod, he devoted all his time to the education and im- 
provement of young Wallace. - 


Enlgn Bubhanun felt the humiliating change neceſſity 
mpoled 3 but he felt it like one of his own hardy race, 
—rclolved to atone for paſt indiſcretion ; he was frugal, 
lober, and frictly attentive to the duty of the profeſſion 
ve had” embraced ; and after ſerving on the Cootivent 
during the war, exchanged on the eſtabliſhment of peace 
mto a regiment ſtationed in the Welt Indies, where he 
obtained his preſent rauk. 

As the retrieving his broken fortune was, his original 
motwetor entering the ſervice, and as that was a mea- 
lure that had colt him no little regret and mortification, 
lhe facrifice of pride and conviviality to neceſſity had 
deen too painful not to produce an unremitting attention 
Wiheonly means of reſtoring him to his Eule, and 
that to its hoſpitable credit; he had the good fortune 
plein creolizh widow, and as many people 
Mought it, the fill better fortune to bury her, as he 
egland twenty thouſand. pounds, partly the 
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bad French very faſt, make fillagree and ſplaſh work, 


\ 


"Grits of his own Hoke 9 and partly tlie ſortune 
.of the deſunct. 
"He had always intended young Wallace for his heir; 
nor did this affectionate forecaſt for his nephew rective 
the leaſt interruption from his marriage, as the bride 
poſſeſſed the advantage of fifty years experience; but 
the ſituation in which he found bis family at. Calle 
Gowrand, which bas been partly deſcribed, and which 
deprived him of the ſociety and happineſs he had long 
built on as the comforts of deelining life, left his mind 
in that ſort of deranged. unſettled reſtleſsneſs moſt dan. 
rous to the liberty of an unmarried man of fifty, and 
ſt calculated to forward the operations of a pair of 
bi ht ey es, ſhould any ſuch aſſail him. 
he Major had twice dined at the houſe of a ſhip. 
broker, a 7. 2h who talked much, and entertained well, 
out of five handſome. daughters, one only remained 50 
gle, and that one, as the fates would have it, was cat. 
_ ried by her papa to Hatrowgate, where he and her 
mother. went 2 the benefit of the waters, and where 
alſo the Major came for—amuſement. 
Ts _ a mighty filly thing for a lord of the cre- 
ation, who regards his liberty, to take up his refidence 
1 In a boarding houſe at Harrowgate, where there are 
po ety women, whoſe papa's and mamma's being inn- 
ids, render them a kind of tax on the politeneſs of 
rangers. 
wuchs was educated st u ſchool near the 
metropolis, where there muſt have been a prodigious 
overflow of talent, fince every thing was taught in 2 
Mort time for very little money. 
Miſs could play a few marches onthe piano forte, talk 


enter a room without bluſhing, and o; her education 
being complete, ſhe was taken hom. 
| NI. » Wilſon, who knew the Major's. circumſtances | 
every reſpect, and who e e. he was comin 
Hlarrowgate, ſound the waters would be of 

himſelf, gave Harriet her leſſon and took her wi ln 
and this Miſs being very young, very pretty, and at 
all things very docile, the Major fell in love. 


The broker confeſſed his ä to 2 
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Kithter a fortune; but what is fortune to a batcheſor 
i in love with a Miſs of eighteen! the Major de- 
ſpiſec all intereſted motives; Harriet was the only tre- 
re e wanted. He accompanied them to London, 
and the match was concluded with a precipitancy that 
credited the policy of the broker, who was always res» 
markablle for expediting all affairs in which he -was con- 
cerned ;/ and the Major was made the happieſt man in 
the world. 1 : . 

Though Mr. Wilſon could not give his daughter a 
fortune, he equipped her well with cloaths, trinkets, and 
a liberal aſſortment of all the little clegancies, which, 
without being too coſtly, deeorate-a well dreſſed belle. 

No woman living could be more diſpoſed to cut a da 
than Mrs. Buhanun ; ſhe had a very full ſenſe of her own 
merits, and in point of perſonal charms was perfectly 
well with berſclf. Lo oe Fong : 

It was indeed mortifying to bury ſuch blazing 'perfec- 
tions in the North; but as ſhe pre-determined to be 2 
lminary of the firſt order, ſhe reached Caſtle Gowrand 
w charming fpirits and high good humour. - _ 

Exery peaſant in Scotland may be a claſſical ſcholar ; 
but the education neceſſary to form a gentlewoman is in 
general too expenſive for private families, or at too great 
a diſtance to be attained ; fo that though few women of 
any country excel the Scots ladies in affability and inborn 
politeneſs, they are in moſt inſtances indebted to their 
dun native graces for their indiſputable powers of pleaſ- 


ing. | | n 
50 the country ladies about Caffle Gowrand, whoſe 
llimation of their on modeſt graces were ſunk in their 
miration of the charming ftranger, and her fuperficial 
ompliſhments, Mrs. Buhanun appeared a model for 
mitatron aud reſpe& ; and tbe men who have made it 
tle faſhion to admire Engliſh beauty, aid preſer it, 
Nong often inferior to that of their own country, cele- 
ated and toaſted her in all companies. het . . 
feminine ſoftneſs of countenance, expreſſive eyes, 
Ngular features, good complexign, and well proportioned 
lire, Mrs. "+? nerd added a vivacity and chearfulneſs 
bat rendered her the life of her comp ſhe ſung 
Ry; could dance the eight and fort x hours round, 
15 8 www 
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without complaining of fatigue; and was ſo general 3 
favourite, that has kt at Caſtle Gowrand ſeemed to 

{be the ſignal for pleaſure, entertainments, and dreſs, 
pe bride was viſited by and viſited every family 
within forty miles; balls, the general finale to the hoſ. 
| pitable meetings that keep alive connexions in that coun. 
1 try, were given to all the neighbouring ſeats, and re. 

| ' turned with additional taſte at Caſtle Gowrand. 

| The Majer and his young-bride were equally carried 
g away by the faſcination of the moment; it was bis 
| pride, which was gratified even to intoxication by the 
| . univerſal admiration of the treaſure he poſſeſſed; it wa 
| . her's, which never could be gratificd, to be adored by 


| CHAP. XIX. 
More traits of the Buhanun family 1 Sfoewing how old nen 
- «who marry young wives, and young \ wives who 


"0 men, may happen to miſunderfland each other. 


8 A Small interruptian to the conſtant routine of plex 
ure at Caſtle Gowrand took place on the appearance of 
F a young ſtranger, whom Mrs. Buhanun introduced withio 
| a, twelvemonth after her marriage. 

The Major's devoirs were now carried from his lady's WW of 
toilet to the nurſery, where the new and delightful ſculs of 
tions which filled his paternal heart fixed him the greatel | 
part of the day, and proved there were ſources for a n. ear 
tional mind, more pleaſing, and infinitely leſs experi, Wi old 
Mp than thoſe into which he had plunged, and which, by the wh 
* laſt year's eſtimate, he ſaw would reduce his fortune, it hou 
the very time when it was moſt neceſſary rather ts =. 
augment it z but as Mrs. Buhanun's engagements vB as 
ceded each other ſo rapidly.; as ſhe had no day, nor it con 
deed hour, except thoſe abſolutely neceſſary to recrul pro 

5 her ſpirits, but what were devoted to engagements % 
ther houſes, or receiving large parties at her own ; % 
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had no time to reffect, had the Major been able to ſums 
mon reſolution to communicate his ſentiments to her. 
Aﬀter the birth of his third child, he however hinted, - 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs and humour, at the 
reduction his encreaſing and probably numerous family 
would render neceſſary in his expences; and he even - 
took courage. to r out to her example, the condu& 
of ſome women of faſhion in the circle of their acquain- 
tance, who actually did nurſe their own children. FR 
But the Major had married to gratify his paſſions, 
without recolleQiag there were ſuch things as reaſon 
and refleQtion ; his helpmate was an excellent ſunſhine 
companion; ſhe had adopted a mode, of living, and a 
ſtyle of expence, tog flattering to her vanity, and too 
congenial to her natural inclinat ion, to admit the neceſſi-- 
ty of altering the one, or retrenching the other- The 
Major reaſoned, remonſtrated, and reſented; no matter? 
the lady was ſtill beautiful, lively, and diſſipated, and a 
fourth child was added to his happineſs and care, with- 
out intereſting the mother further, than in chuſing and 
biring nurſes when ſhe failed to carry her favourite point 
of having them put out, which ſhe contended was not- 
only the moſt healthful, but moſt economical mode of 
bringing up a family. AS 1 
Caltle Gowrand was, as we have ſaid, a large roman- 
tic building; which had deſcended in a regular line of 
anceſtxy to the preſent poſſeſſor, whoſe veneration for 
theancient feudal ſyſtem of the country was- evinced by 
a relpe& for every object, that kept up the recollection 
of paß times, even to the tapeſtry hangings and furniture 
of his Caſtle. 2 e 5 
Mrs.” Buhanun had indeed moderniſed the Gram 
eating, and principal bed rooms; ſhe had exchanged the 
old damaſk and gilt corniced beds for ſmart chintz and 
white dimity ; and though on gala nights, when the 
baue was filled even to the ſervants beds, the good hu- 
moured idlers laughed at the ſhifts they were put to, yet 
og gels crowded occafions Mrs. Buhanun choſe to ac- 
cmmodate her friends with elegance, it was really a 
Won ig him in the Major to inſiſt on appropriating _ 
woof the largeſt apartments to his infant family. N 
But unfortunately as * Buhanun choſe to wr 
3 WF + | 
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her huſband, from the moſt indulgent good creature 
breathing, was becoming quite a croſs, obftinate, old 
fellow, little deſerving the poſſcſſion of ſo young and 
beautiful a ſpouſe. r 
be truth was, the balance of every year's account ſo 
ſeriouſly exceeded the arrangements he had made for fa. 
| mily diſburfe ments, and the claims both in preſent and 
| fature;. on his tenderneſs as well as fortune, were ſo fat 
3 Increaſing, that he had afflicted himſelf, and diſguſted 
| his wife, by continual and unavailing repreſentations of 
the conſequence of her giddy conduct, till finding all 
the parental duties muſt center in himſelf, he reſolved 
| on at leaſt a partial reform, by abſenting himſelf from 
| the molt objeQtionable parties, and limiting the expences 
F his family. | a | 
| Mrs. Buhanun, who between ſpleen, diſſipation and 
; Sreeding grew very delicate in her conſtitution, very 
good naturedly aſcribed her bad health to her huſband's 
ill humour, and thereby cſtabliſhed bis character 21 2 
moroſe, miſerly brute, and her own as a ſuffering angel, 
among her numerous circle of friends, male and female; 
in conſequence of which Mrs. Buhanun ſaw leſs company 
12 Gowrand, and was ſeen very little there her- 
The Major, ſatisfied with his own conduct, made no 
appeal to others, when he found that to the mother of 
his children failed: he obſerved with grief her coldneſi 
and inattention to them increaſe after every altcrcation 
with him, and conſidering from the juvenile period of 
her life, and advanced one of his own, it was more that 
poſſible they might be left to the care of a mother. not 
only void of prudence, but deſtitute of maternal affecti- 
on, he at length forbore to urge her; but having made 
bis will, und opinion and advice of an able lawyer, 
and appointed guardians for their perſons, and property, 
he united to the character af the tendereſt of fathers * 
that of the moſt diligent preceptor, devoting all hit 
time to the preſervation of their health, the cultivation 
bf their talents and improvement of their morals. 
The conſequence- of this conduct on the part of the 
\ huſband, and of that on the part of the wife was, #2 
_ eſtrangement of affection in him—zjealouſy, ill * 
| 4 4 8 | * — * a 
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ad ll manners in her. The children, three of whom. 
were girls, and the youngeſt a boy, grew all a fond; 
parent could wiſh, and the more lovely they appeared to 
the doating Major, the more unable did he think that 
mother who could hear of their innocent ſallies with © 
apathy, and behold their inſantine graces with indiffer- 


ene. . ; 0 
Mrs. Buhanun's pride was wounded\by'her huſband's 
coldneſs ; but though that pride was accompanied by a 
pang Of regret, it would not ſtoop to recall the kind 
heart ſhe had loſt, by adopting the maternal chatacter ſo 
Wel in bis eyes. | 
" She conſulted her glaſs, there all was as it uſed to be 
the face he neglected was ſtill charming; her unſubdued 
ſpirit found 3 in the continued admiration ſhe ex- 
cited 3 and. ſhe affected in her turn to treat her huſband 
with the moſt frigid coldneſs. . 

The Major's only notice of this conduct was, a fur- 
ther retrenchment on-extra expences ; an act of ſuch un- 
heardofcruelty, that the enraged lady proteſted, in all the 
trartul dignity of female reſentment, no man could treat 
big wite, and ſuch a wife, in that manner, except he 
were attached to ſome other. woman; who that other 
woman could be, was however a myſtery neither ſhe, nor 
ber ay rer Abigail could for a-long time ſo much as 
guels at. 2 e 2 

lathe midſt of theſe heart-rendiag troubles, an event 
tappened that opened a proſpect of comfort to poor 
My Bubanun from a ſource little hoped, and leſs ex- 
pedted, even in her children. | & 

Taz was a declaration of the Bonny Ducheſs, who © 
ſtopped a night at Caltle Gowrand, that Kattie Buhanun, - 
lie eldeft daughter, would be a complete beauty. 1 

The clld's face was certainly. known to her mother, 
but it was the combination, not the delicacy of her fea- 
lures, that was familiar; all that had hitherto ſtruck _ 
ter of Kattie was, that ſhe grew monſtrous tall, that her 
rocks were as expenſive as her own gowns, and that ſhe - 
ig overgrown awkward thing; but the beauty was 
loner diſcovered by the Dacheſs, than ſhe. ſet about 
ktivizing it herſelf ; from that moment Kattie was a 
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favorite, and carried into all hey parties, when papa could 


de coaxed into permiſſion. 8 


At this period the ſmall pox, that now vanquiſh:d foe 


_ t6 beauty, became very fatal in the neighbourhood of 


Callle Gowrand, and every precaution was taken to pre. 
ſerve the inhabitants of the Caſtle from infection; but 
the Major's only ſon, a beautiful healthy boy of five 
years old, was too wild and volatile to be kept within the 
bounds preſcribed by his father, his little rambles were 
fatal to die, and his ſickening was the ſignal of alarm to 
his handſome mother, who not certain whether ſhe had, 
or had not had the fatardiſtemper, took the beauty with her 


to the houſe of a female friend, as gay and as thought! 


as herſelf, who had long preſſed her to paſs a few days 
with her in the Weſt Highlands. 
Willy -Buhanun's diſorder was fo violent he loſt his 
ſenſes with the fever the third day, and as all his ideas 
f at Donald Ferguſon's 
wee hooſe by the burnſeed;“ the Major, in the fond ſo- 
licitude of his heart, though he knew nothing of his ac. 
quaintance at Donald's, ſent for the man, to appeaſe the 
eager delirium of his darling fon 5 but was aſtoniſhed, 


ben his ſervant returned, inſtead of ſeeing Donald, 2: 


he expected, to receive a card of compliments from a 
Mrs. Walfingham'to Mr. and Mrs, Buhanun, requeſting 


leave to viſit Maſter Willy. The card was written in a 


neat Italian hand, ſealed and directed in a ſtyle of ſupe- 
riority, that convinced him he. had unknown, and un- 
heard of by himſelf, a perfect gentlewoman for his near 


__ neighbour, Donald Ferguſon's wee hooſe being juſt off 


the boundaries of his own eſtate, and within bis lord- 


mip. i 


He immediately wrote an anſwer, apologizing for his 
wife's abſence, expreſſing his grateful ſenſe of the lady's 
kindneſs, which he thankfully accepted, and waited the 
honour of her company. oF a nd 
Mrs. Walfingham, whoſe affectlon for Willy bad 


brought her after the ſervant to the lodge of Caſtle 
" Gowrand, and who there waited the anfwer to her note, 


haſtened as ſoon as ſhe received it to the bed fide of young 
Buhanun, who ſprang into her arms, and leanin his 
burning head on her i Fn fell into a ſlumber ſo " 
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ad compoſed an mingled bleſſings on the ſtranger with 
the 


reviving hope of the fond father. ; MD» 
. The Major conſidered the lady as the gnardian angel of 
his ſon, and his feelings, when he ſaw the maternal 
careſſes ſhe beſtowed on him, were too acute for utter» 
ance z ſhe entreated bim to leave the child to ber care, 
and declared her wiſh to ſtay and attend him through 
lage of the malignant diſorder. 5 | 
The Major could only bow his thanks, as at her defire” 
he Jeſt the room, which his gratitude. and curiofity” 
equally excited ; and ſinding Donald Ferguſon had at- 
tended the kind ſtranger to Caſtle Gowrand, and waited 
her directions, ſent for. him to gratify the latter. 5 
Donald had left his paternal home, © the wee hooſe on 
the burnſeed,”” to follow the occupation of a fiſherman-- 
below Dundee, where he married, and by dint of the 
molt. laborisus induſtry, not only maintained his wife, 
but added the comforts of life ta the bare exiſtence which + 
a very {mall*freehold by the buruſeed afforded a def 
mother, and the daughter of his deceaſed fiſter, Who 


other, and had no other-commerce with the reſt of the! 
world than that of ſelling their fiſn, and purchaſing the 
necellaries, not that they wanted, but which nature could 
not exiſt evithout; | h 


The well known danger in tempeſtuons weather, on + TUE 
the coa Scotland, often exhibited ſcenes of diltrefs 
ad - death to © theſe poor people, which were the © *. 
more terrible, as from their ſituation bebind a ridge of 
welt, it was ſeldom poſſible for them to afford aſſiſtance 
to the wretched ſufferers. F 3 

After one very dreadful ſtorm, when the ſun roſa in 
_ beauty on the boſom of a 2 that a raged in 
terrifying through a tempeſtudus night, duri 
which, 8 of the little labouring community hag. A 
ew broken by fignals of diſtreſs, and they were ſearche 
ng every cavity in the rocks for parts of a veſſel they 
dul habe been wrecked during the ſtorm, Donald 

to go nearer the ſea than his comrades, 
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._  flarted at the found of human agony, which he found 
„ . from a female, who had been caſt by the vio- 
. ce of the waves into a thaſm in the rock, ſcarce large 


enough for her body, where being in à manner impri- 
ſoned, the ſucceeding billows had waſhed over her, with. 


dt carrying her back, and where ſhe yet breathed, to- 
F  tuallyunable to move. big. - 
| ſtranger was with 
_ 2 with 
_ nald's cabin. | 
The wife of Donald was a fickly woman, with aq 
excellent heart; ſhe attended the ſtranger, while a ſur- 
geon was fetched from Dundee, who ſet her leg, and 
dreſſed the wounds and bruiſes ſhe had received; by in- 
_ © ceffant care ſhe. recovered to life and recolle c ion the 
more painful, as poor Nelly,” the wife of her preſerver, 
© _ having exceeded her flrength in attendiug and watching 
her, died the victim of humanity on the ſame day that 
. _ the Doctor pronounced the ranger convaleſcent. 

. Donald's diſtreſs at this event was a link to the chain 
et gratitude that bound her to his. intereſt 3 ſhe preſented 
bim with a ſum of money that placed him in a compa- 

rative ſtate of affluence, and underſlanding he was a na- 
tive of the more interior part of the country, that he 
had a mother and niece living in the houſe he would one 
day inherit, ſhe | A with him to the wee hooſe 
on the burn-ſeed. a „ oP 
= The fituation happened to ſuit the melancholy com- 
= plexioh of her mind; ſhe had it enlarged, and made 
& convenient for her own reſidence, retaining young Annie 
as her female, and Donald as her male domeſtic, with 
change however to both, to appear to manage entirely 
2 without letting it tranſpire that they had 
an anmate. 


at difficulty got up, and car- 


about ber, when the ſhip ſtruck, à quantity of bank 
tes, which, though wet, retained their value; theſe 
fre, perhaps, according to her preſent plan, more than 
zent to anſwer all the demands of-a long life; but 
whether it was the whole of her fortune; whether ſhe 
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Donald immediately called to his neighbours; the 
les" and one leg broken, to Do- 


Mrs. Walfiggham had-been ſo fortunate as to have 
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quaintance, were circumſtances that never dropped from 
ber own lips; and was therefore never thought of by the 
honeſt fiſherman. | | en . 
In the addition made to the wee hooſe at the burg- 
ſeed; as it had always been called, her particular direc- 
tions were that the outward appearance ſhould exactly 
correſpond * with the old building, and before ſhe 
Dundee, ſhe had got from London, by one of the Tra- 
ders, packa of furniture, Which Donald carried to 
his wee hooſe in a cart, ſhe enabled him to purohaſe for 
that purpoſe ; and if the affectionate fidelity he felt for 
his new miſtreſs was not encreaſed, when he ſaw. the 
contents of theſe packages, it certainly added to bis 
C. "Y b * 


re F MEMO | 
When Mrs. Walſingham's apartments were arranged, 
thaugh ne read much, wrote; and played on the piano 
ſorte and guitar, her mind ſtrong, active, and generous, 
found-a vacuum, which: ſhe filed in a manner that re- 
vealed the ſeeret ſhe had been D anxious to conceal, - 
Donald being directed to find out every object of dil- 
tels in the vicinity, and being alſo empowered to re- 
leve hem, it ſoon tranſpired that Donald Ferguſon, 
ee lavn, had a gude weef ſtaying tull the wen 
boole by the burnſeed, wha had bigged anaither hooſe 
wi mickle gear and ſiller;“ but as this was a piece of 
news that followed her benefactions among the very poor- 
er fort of people; and as the peaſantry-of Scotland lire 
and die in the preciſe. ſtate in which they were born, 
vithout ambition and too often without induſtry, the 
reports. among them wgre not like to reach Mrs. Buba- 
uuns polite, or the Major's more contracted circle; ſo: 
age ſuch perſon as the gude weef at Donald Fer- 
guſenis hach ever been heard of at Caſtle Gowrand. 
i Buhagun was a great ramhler; his yellow hair, 
roly cheeks, and ſturdy Fand. were ſeen peeping into 
eiern eottage in the neighbourhood ;' he had ſtrayed 
ei a wood that bounded: his father's eſtate, one 
lummer evening, gathering wild ſtrawberries, till he had 
Mis companions, and happening to turn to the left, 
eo the right, followed a winding path that 
oi by-degrees to the margin of a clear · river, 
renn 


pa. 


L . 
_ my 
- 


rd 


4 * _ * 
* ** = 2 * 
- * =, ” - 
4 7 


Tx _ > s —_ 
x a * 


I” 
" £ 4 = 
. 

: 6. * * 
= > 1 ; JF. * i 


rw eb LES 


bosked 38 if placed there bythe hand of nature for the 
ſole purpoſe of accommodating ber ruſtie children, and 
in others oe Sg clear, * — YRS 
Wu looke& about him; be had paſſed this river in 
many other parts of it many times, and recollecting his 
nurſe lived ſomewhere on the other fide, — Fom 
ſtone to ſtone; till miſſing his ſtep, he plunged over his 
head into the water. CP 
The windows of Mrs. Walſingham's apartments faced 
the river; the was ſitting in that kind of liſtleſs way that 
1 an abſent, but not a vacant mind, when the 
plunge” alarmed her, and Donald being fortunately in 
the houſe they ruſhed out in time to fave the child. 
Willy was at home every where; while his clothes 
were drying he got perfectiy acquainted with the gude 
- weet ; and though he was cunning enough to conceal 
the accideatat home, leſt it might operate as a reſtraint 
on his little rambles in future, he became a conſtant wel - 
| 2 and beloved viſitor at the wee hooſe by the burn- 
's d. Kod, LS 
Ms. Waldngham's heart was naturally affeQionate, 
and the would perhaps from ſome ſecret recollections, 
F alternately weep and careſs her new acquaintance, till 
he became dear and "neceſſary to her happineſs ; her at- 
- tention and folicitude- were not however an antidote 
againſt the diſeaſe: it was twenty-one days before the 
eruption appeared; in "which time the Major's two 
daughters, and a girl that waited on them, alſo fickcn- 
ed, belides ſeveral of the inferior ſervants. - 
| Such a ſcene of complicated forrow and diftfeſs, where 
all the fedlings of the tendereſt of fathers and beſt of 
- maſters, were equally united, could not fail to intereſt 
| ſuch a heart as that of Mrs. Walfingham. Willy ex- 
pPired in her arms, and it was at that moment doubtful 
2 * which of the to girls would firſt follow him. 
The late hlooming boy was immediately removed from 
the chamber dad Mrs. Walfingham had the goodnels 
. co transfer the tenderneſs und care ſhe had taken of him 
.  — tothe tws gies, both blind, and loaded with the 9iſor- 
| der, which ber took a favourable crifis, and they 
were reſtored from the very confines of death, to their 
tranſported. father, whoſe firſt grief at * 
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6; had” been abſorbed in apprehenſons for his two 
ſurviting” comforts. Fun ge” on Fas ras _.. 
A menditip founded on compaſſion on one fide, and 
obligation on the other, was the natural conſequence of 
an acquaintarice begun at ſo intereſting a period. Mrs. 
Wallingham carried with her, from Caſtle Gowrand, the 
xlmiration, gratitude, and reſpect of its owner, who 
nrely after let one day elapſe without adding to each of 
theſe ſentiments, and paying bis. reſpeQts at. the wee 
hooſe, 4 | 10 9 32 io. þ 
Meanwhile Mrs. Buhanun's flight had not enſured her 
aſety 3 the either carried the infection with her; or 
wok it at her friends ; both the beautiful Kattie and 
benſelß gekeneck the fame day; but the diſorder feemed 
to have exhauſted its virulence at Caſtle Gowrand ; the 
hdievelcaped without a mark, and were perfectly reco- 
rered before. Mrs. Drummond” acquainted them with the 
hl news. from the Major, or informed him of their 
tion. . 1 e 
The extravagance of Mrs. Buhanun's joy, when ſhe 
returned to... Caſtle Gowrand, at fight of Emma and 
Jelly, one very much marked, the other with-a defluxion | 
1" her eyes, from the effect of a malady the beauty and 
derfelf had ſo well eſcaped, ſhocked the father, Who 
mth his memory again recurring to his blooming boy, 
could not refrain from tears. The thoughtleſs mother, 
thus awakened to maternal feelings, wept, poor Willy ! 
ſhe cried, even while contemplating her. unaltered fea» 
tures in the glaſs; but as Willy was merely a caſual ac-. 
quantance, whom ſhe had ſeldom time to ſee, her mind 
renerted zo more pleaſing ſubjects, while the Major car- 
Re eis grief, his regret, and his two youngeſt daughters . 
ery day to. the wee hooſe at the burnſced ; zud bis 
waage ze his wife became habitual ; he ceaſed to inter - 
kre in her arrangements, and having loſt his heir, be- * 
eme more indifferent to her expences. be 
The Major, though his advances to intimacy with 
un Walfingham were exceeding flow, as her natural re- 
ne as increaſed by the account Donald heard of his. 
Lad now an opportunity of contraſting the cha? 
Fora woman whoſe mind, manners, and ſentiments = 
mc cmgecntal to his own, with ** 1 
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Ulle z as far us the eye could reach, the advantage was 


I all id favour, of the latter, but where: reaſon, judgment, 
and underſtanding pointed, it was:followed, by the deep 
aud unavailing figb of regret ; and he found recreation, 


<t 4 


A cligbt, and relief, in every hour paſſed at the: burnſeed.” , 
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The order of things reverſed ; the i diſconered 1 youre 
une gealous 3 an old. huſband indifferent ; : with ſome 
_ amazing inflances. of. wiſdom- and penetration, in Miſ: 


Elinor 
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Mas. BUHANUN could not be long uninformed 

of the new acquaintance her huſband had made; ſhe 

found this ſtrange woman had lived ſeven years in the 

neighbourhood of Caltle Gowrand, the exact period 

from whence ſhe dated the entire eſtrangement of her 
huſband's affe&ion., . »; ahh 

>The ſhipwreck, with her removal from Dundee, and 

living in that ſecluded manner, was, Mrs. Buhanun aid, 
a pretty ſtory, and credited the inventor. _ 

„ For bow,” ſaid ſhe, “ ſhould a woman, taken by 

a poor fiſherman out of the ſea, who has no friend to 

ſapport, no relation to countenance, nor any home to re- 

„turn to, how could ſuch a one build rooms, ſtock farms, 

A and clothe the poor ? or how indeed could any decent. 

perſon live with ſuch creatures as Donald Ferguſon, bis 

deaf mother, and awkward niece ?”? | 

The Major was now every day known to viſit this ex- 

/ traordivaty woman; he even took his daughters with 

him, all except Kattie, who was too handſome to mind 

her father. Willy's illneſs made the great diſcovery ; 

but the conne sion, —ah! no doubt that had taken place 

long enough ; and he who was fo ſtingy to his lawfol 

| wite wanted not liberality to his miſtreſs ; yes, he could 

ſupply ber with money to build; her new houſe was in- 

deed low, thatched, and correſpondent in outward ap- 
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pearanee to the old one; but the few people who hac 
petpech inte the inſide; related wonders of the taſte and 
we of he furniture * 
Their concluſions from appearance, which it muſt be 
confeſſed were myſterious, being ſpread with an acid in- 
dulley which nothing but jealouſy could excuſe, quite 
transformed: the gude weef into the guilty miſtreſs among 
the better fort ; but as ſhe continued to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, vilit the ſick, and adminiſter to the 
wants of all the poor within her reach, ſhe till continued 
tobe among them the gude weef of the burnſeed. 
The rage that had long been pent up in the ireful / 
heart of Mrs. Bubanun now burſt. forth. The Major 
bintedat their mutual obligations to Mrs. Walüngham, 
and mentioned a viſit from his wife to that lady as an act 
of propriety z on which ſhe flamed out, left the room, 
ordered a ſeparate bed, and had it not been from 
fear of breaking up the few remaining parties who vi- 
ited at "Caftle Gowrand, would not have met her huſband . 
een in the cating parlour. l 
The Major bore his misfortunes meekly, and went on 
educatin * daughters and, as his wife FA to the ſean- 
Gl of all decency, carrying them with him to the burn» 
ſeed. "Miſs Kattie, the elder, having ſince ſhe had been 
a beauty and her mother's favorite, learned a few. things, 
be could not by tenderneſs, nor even coercion prevail on 
her to unlearn, was left to the tuition ſhe beſt liked, and 
| happy was it for her, the indefatigable Major's had 
taught her to write, and made her miſtreſs of grammar, 
belong e commenced the more elegant ſciences of dreſs, 
ardgand dancing. | | EF OP 
Thus then had matters been arranged at Caſtle Gowrand-. 
two years, when the packet beforementioned arrived, and 
areeably ſurpriſed the Major with the proſpect of pro- 
mug bor his family in a ſuperior manner to what he bad, 
by las wife's extravagance, been obliged to make up his 
mind to, He ſet of to London predetermined, what» . 
ige be the reſult, he would not increaſe his ex- 
dos bank all for his children; and fo rigid was 
in his plan of c:conomy, that he took his carriage 
uy to Edinburgh, and went from thence in the ſtage to 
"ag ene 
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London, leaving Mrs. Buhanun and her lovely Kattie, 
calltle building for next winter, when they hoped to dah 
away ſome of the India riches at Edinburgh, and with no 
ſmall curiovty reſpecting the female ſo ftrongly recon. - 
mended by the Colonel, with ſuch an unreaſonable legacy, 
The firſt-letter from London was very unfavourable, 
4 and the next mere fo, to the elevated ideas of both mo. 
ther and daughter; and by the time the third and fourth 
_ arrived, the matter was given up as a forlorn hope. 
bs. Mrs. Walüngbam, on the contrary, ſtill encouraged 
her friend to perſevere in his enquixries ; and in the una. 
batec expectation that his fortune would be conſiderably 
| augmented, had {trongly recommended it to him, either 
to engage ſome accompliſhed woman to live in his family, 
| and teach the more feminine graces to his daughters, who 
were both good grammarians, or to ſend them to ſchool 
ia the South. . . * N 

Noeery body who has been in habits of ſociety in Scot - 
land, knows how anxious parents in genteel life are to 
ba their children broke of the native dialect; it was 
ſpoken very broad about Caftle: Gowrand, and the Ma. 
jor's chief regret, in bringing ap his children at home, 
was on this account, for he always objected to ſending 
EF them from under his own care j but he was fo unhappy 
| in his domeſtic circle; Mrs. Buhanun made it ſo inva- 
. riably her euſtom to oppoſe all bis opinions, on the prin- 
ciple that they were ſuggeſted by the woman at the 
5 burnſeed ; and it was ſo improbable a perſon of the cha- 
racter he approved would undertake the care of female 
children, againſt their mother's approbation, that he had 
abandoned all hope of. rendering his girls accompliſhed 
ladies, and contented himſelf with endeavouring to make 
them good women. „ | 
Mrs. Walfiagham would naturally have expected ſome 

. acknowledgments from Mrs. Buhanun, for the care of 
her children, had ſhe not underſtood from the children 

" themſelves; her diſpoſition. a | 
K mother, who was too fine a lady to be a mother in 
any ſenſe but one, filled up a ſpace in creation, that in 
ber opinion would have been much better occupied by a 
Hottentot ; and ſhe was too well with herſelf, _— 
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fncerely ſatſeßied with her retirement, to wiſk it diſturbed 
by fuch a character. $2: | 
That a man ſo amiable and ſo domeſtic as the Major, 
hould be miſerable with ſuch a helpmate, that denied 
the counſel of her whom God and nature defigned* for. 
the friend of his ſoul, he ſhould ſeek it from any ſource 
reaſon dictated and honour approved, were ſo natural that, 
little TuſpeQting herſelf to be the object either of diſlike. 
or jealouſy, and deſpifing that worldly wiſdom, which, 
not content with judging from appearances often deceit- 
' ful, make appearances wear the exact colonr of their on 
judice, the divided her affection between the children, 
* ſhared her frank confidence and friendſhip with their 
father. 9 Fe 
It was to this friend Major Buhanun wrote a clear and 
ſuccin@account of the perſon, manners, and ſituation of our 
heroine ; to her he revealed the half formed wiſh of bring- 
ing her to Caſtle Gowrand, as the moſt charming model 
for his ©wn daughters; in doing which he ſhould alſo 
perform a duty to his deceaſed relation. But then to in- 
troduce Tweetnelſs, beauty, and delicacy, where ſhe might 
meet mortification and mſult, how could he do that? 
Mrs. Walfingham, charmed with the advantages of 
ſuch a companion as he deſcribed for Emma and Jeſſy, 
wote her warm approbation of the as yet not digeſted 
plan; adviſed him to revive Mrs. Bubanun's hope of In- 
dia wealth, and, without mentioning the beauty or ac- 
compliments of the young lady, repreſent it as a thing 
of courſe, that he muſt take her under his protection, 
til he received more certain accounts of the Colonel's 
fortune, without a ſyllable reſpeRing her former eireum- 
ſtances ; by which referve Mrs. Buhanun might be- in- 
duced to treat her with that reſpe& of which an ac- 
quantance with her obſcure original might deprive her. 
The opinion of ſo reſpected a friend, exactly correſ- 
ponding with his own, immediately determined him, and 
be again viſited Mount -Pleaſant, clated with the idea of 
ang to his Emma and Jeſſy ſo bright an example, 
nd regretting that Kattie, who was near as old, would 
probably be inſenfible of the advantages of ſuch a com- 
pon, * My poor Kattie,“ ſaid he, * ſuch __— ſhe 
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105 been, had a Walſiagham or a Harley been her mo 
ther, | 


Mrs. Harley beard bis propoſal with a mixture of grief 


and pleaſure, 


_ He would, he aſſured her, make the requeſt of the 
Colonel his law, the moment aſſets come into his hands; 


_ he conlidered himſelf. as a kind of guardian to the pro. 


tegee of his nephew, and how could he aſſert a guardiar's 
right, or diſcharge its duty, at the diſtanee of nrar five 
hundred miles ? her unprotected ſtate might, notwith- 
landing all Mrs. Harley's care, expoſe her to improper 
addrefies, if the fortune, he hoped, ſhe was ſure to in- 
herit was known, and to inſult if it was not; he con- 


 fidered, and would introduce her as a relation of his fa- 


muly ; he would treat her like a daughter, and reſpect ber 


like a friend ; ſhe ſhould in every particular fare lis af. 


feQtion with three amiable. girls, whoſe mother muſt be 
an idiot, which he aſſured*ter, Mrs. Buhanun was not, 
if ſhe were not: ſenßble of the advantage of fuch a 


. companion.to:her children; all be ſhould requeſt fron 


Mils-Bubanun,. was to take thoſe children under her 


Penn, and ſuffer them to be benefited” by copy- 
ag 


ſo g: an original; he requeſted” Mrs. Har- 
ley to. conſider his offer, and adviſe ber pupil in the way 


\ ſhe thought moſt to her advantage. 


Mrs. Harley loved Roſa, and: ſhe acquitted herſelf ſo 
well iu the duties ſhe had undertaken, that her removal 
might be a diladvantage to the ſchool ; but ſelf-intereſt 


- , had no ſhare in her deciſions ; ſhe on the contrary, argy- 


ing trom her experience of life, painted to her young friend 
the advantage of being introduced into-the world, asa part 
of fo reſpeQtable a family; who could not hereafter deſert 


her with credit to themſelves, however the Colonel's af. 


fairs might turn out, belides the great importance of 


298 decidedly, whether the affets of her benefactor 


ia which it appeared ſhe was ſo much intereſted, came te 


Europe or net. It was impoſſible for her to live aoy 


Where without making friends, and till more impoſſible 


for fo beautiful a creature to be ſeen without an <q 


_ '- © portionof admiration and envy ; the former the protection 
of ſuch a man as Major Buhanun would inſure and 7 
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artaſe x the latter no perſon was better qualified to re- 


{s. V — 

Uncertain, and even hopeleſs as our heroine had been 
of a proviſion from the Colonel's fortune, ſhe had brought 
herſelf into a habit of content; her mind was untinc- 
ted by vanity, and the conſtant duties of her ſtation 
left. no leiſure for ambition; but though not covetous, nor 
building! on wealth as more than one of the concomitants 
to happineſs, ſhe was not inſenſible to the bleſſings of af. 
fluent independence, nor, though perfectly ſatisfied with 
the boundaries of Mrs. Harley's ſchool, averſe to that ex- 
panſion. of ſociety, which, among well taught and well 
diſpoſed minds, form the grand felicity of human · inter- 
courſe 4 the felt the kindneſs of thoſe motives that in- 
duced Mrs. Harley to recommend a meaſure which mili- 
ted againſt her own intereſt, and under the ſanction of 
ſo reſpeQtable an adviſer, accepted the Major's offer, who 
then immediately returned to town, to arrange matters 
for their departure. * | 

Miſs Bawſky, with all the warmth of generous friend» 
ſhip, oppoſed what ſhe called the baniſhment of Roa; 
but nding the wiſdom of ſixteen by no means adequate 
tothe experience of fifty-five, ſhe yielded to Mrs. Harley 
wguments, on condition Roſa would paſs the few days 
he had yet to ſtay in England, with her. 6.4 * 

Roſa, who determined to ſet out with a reſpectful ad- 
herence to all the Major's commands, wrote for, and re- 
ceived his permiſſion. to accept her invitation, with an in- 


cet bill for twenty pounds, to equip her for the jour · 


** was now above a year ſince Sir Solomon Muſhroom. 

dad willing ly advanced any money for Roſa's neceſſaries ; 
s was zn months ſince. he had totally declined advancing 

ay at all;; but the Colonel's gifts had been ſo frequent 
and profuſe, that Mrs. Harley had laid by ſeveral curious 
peces of: muſlin and long cloth, not indeed in expecta- 
on of ſo ſad a reverſe, * as ſhe then ſaid, the Colonel 
would not always be in the Eaſt, and when he had left 
i he would know the value of India rarities ; from ſome 
of theſe Roſa made an elegant addition to her ſtill hand- 
lome wardrobe ; and. ſhe left Mount - Pleaſant with the 
lo and beſt wiſhes of every part of the family. 


oſa 
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» Roſa did not faint, or betray any of the unutterables 
'fome of our young readers may expect; but ſhe left the 
good matron with indelible impreſſion of grateful reſped, 


Jud alfeQtion ; as long as a diſtant view of Mount Plea- 


fant greeted her often turned back ward eye, the tears of 
regret bedewed- her face; but ſhe alighted from Dr, 
_ Eroak's coach in revived ſpirits, and paſſed three days in 
- the charming fatigue-of. ſeeing every thing, and doing 
hag: | . 


It was not till now ſhe underficod that no news had 


been heard of poor landlord Brown, and that his notable 
helpmate was on-crutches*at Bath; ſhe had a kind of 


-- * Habitual love for both; ſhe lamented the fate of poor 


John, and ſent half her twenty pounds to his wife, when 
_ the Major called to inform her he had fixed the ſecond 
day from that for their journey northward. 


CHAP. XXI. 
the wonderful penetration of Miſe Elinor Bawſh) 


with prof of her ſurpriſing knowledge of. the world, aud 
bow the beggar 4h, 33h firange country, and ſee; ſirange 
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CEcononr, the Major conſſdered a proper ap- 

pendage to his character; but he nevertheleſs aſked if 
- our heroine wiſhed to make any purchaſe beyond the 
depth of her purſe, in a manner that proved the pleaſure 
he ſhould have in obliging her: at the ſame time he fg 
mified his intention to lefſen the expence of the journey, 
by travelling in the ſtages as far as they could by day 


ght, and on this faving plan, informed her he had taken 


two places in the Stilton diligence, which. left London 
at four in the morning, on which account he wiſhed her 
to Neep at the inn, the night preceding their departure. 
Elinor would ſtill accompany: her, and the Major have 
ii, in compliment to Rola, ordered a genteel little fup- 

per, was liſtening with infinſte delight to the effuſions of 
1 3 
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ſiendſhip;apd good humour from the roſy lips f c h 
ind beauty, when every trait of pleaſure was reve on 
the waiter's whiſpering a meſſage from ſome perſon who 
infſted on ſeeing him; he haſtily requeſted the 
ladies to ſtep, or indeed puſhed them into an adjoini 
chamber, which they had ſcarce entered before a 
ralhed into the one they bad left, whoſe agonies, when 
he faw the Major, reached the ears of the aſtoniſhed 
fnends, and the door being in the confuſion left on jar, 
Elinor, with her finger on her lip, tiptoed to it, and 
continued to obſerve on what was paſſing, till the Major, 
ter Tome time glancing his eye that way, aroſe and 
doſed it. 

What however, Miſs Bawſky hed ſeen, filled both . 
and Roſa with amazement. 

The lady had thrown herſelf into the Major's . 
ſhe folded her alabaſter hands, and caſting her fine eyes 
to heaven, with an expreſſion ſo ſad, and yet fo fervent | 
the whites were only viſible, ſobbed as if her heart was 
breaking. 


The Major, in a very low voice, appeared to ſooth 
and conſole her. 


Never! never ! never!“ burſting into a flood of 
2 _y ſeemed to relieve her, Oh never P* 

Major fill appeared to ſooth ; ſhe liſtened as at- 
= as ſtreaming eyes and heart-rending ſighs would 
* ; ſhe took a brilliant from her own finger, and 

it on his; ſhe preſſed his hand with warmth; 
then again folding, ber own together, caſt her eyes up- 
wards, apoſtrophiſing in a low whiſper z. her agony then 
returned, ſhe threw herſelf on her knees, beat her boſom, 
and articulated, © Oh forgive! bleſſed 
-, Tears choaked her utterance 4; the Major raiſed "VOY 
the Tofa ; the wept on bis boſom.; he was himſelf diſ- 
lolved in tears; it was at this moment he aroſe and cloſed. 
the door, and the curious, but an Elinor whif- - 
pered her diſcoveries to Roſa. | 

1 * lady ſaid near an hour, which was paſſed in'the 

cc extremes: ſometimes words and disjointed 
8 reached the next apartment, followed by hyſte- 
I” at others all was calm, the Major's voice 
in low ** — was r in * 
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foft paint of patient ſorrow; at length the bell rn 
and Elinor haſtening to the window which looked front, 
and ſaw a ſplendid equipage, which by the light of three 
blazing lamps, ſhe perceived was coroneted. The Maj 
kd the lady-down, but did not appear in fight of fer 
people, three of whom, tall fellows in laced liveries, with 
flambeaux, were waiting. The lady, who appeared to be 
in ll health, both by her languor and dreſs, was helped 
into her carriage, which moſt faſhionably threatened the 
lives of the pedeſtrians, -as it drove from the ftreet, which, 
_ mMumined by the tranſient blaze, was left comparatively 
- dark, 2H $22 9 ] 
The Mejor ſent to apologize for not returning to the 
young friends, who ſeating themſelves on oppoſite ſides 
of the table, gazed, af each other, as waiting for an en- 
planation of ſo unaccountable a ſcene. 
Elinor ſpoke firſt; ſhe infited that the Major was a 
man of intrigue, and not fit to to be entruſted with the 
| care of ſuch an angel as her Roſa, whom ſhe fervently and 
ſolemaly implored to leave the houſe directly, and return 
1 wih her to Walb ron. | | 
Roſa, though ſhe conld no better account for what 
had paſſed than Elinor, was not quite ſo fevere in her 
judgment; the lady, ſhe ſaid, appeared a woman of faſlion, 


aud the Major was a married man. 


\ Elinor in her way undertook to prove her own conclu- 
Mons juſt ; for as to the lady's being a woman of faſhion, 
that was only an argument on her fide ; were not the 

- newſpapers daily crammed with anecdotes of women of 
faſhion, which would overwhelm thoſe of inferior rank 
with confuſion, and baniſh them from ſociety ? did not 
their noble buſbands, fathers, brothers, and all their il- 
luſtrious kin read thoſe newſpapers without reſentment ot 
ſhame? did not aunts, mothers; and even, grandmothers 
of faſhion, expoſe themffres in the face of the young 
females of thew family, by running mad after young fel 
lows, auch indeed any fellows? did they not conſtantly 
aſſociate with women of their own rank, to whoſe nobi- 

., hty were tacked the record of lewdneſs and adultery ? 
did theſe, or any other atrocities excite any ſenſation of 
Giſguſt or indignation in their tight honourable and 
faſhionable boſoms ? except indeed, ſome 1 
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felled grandeur, deceived by the ſpecious outlide of mo- 
dern honor, and betrayed by the weakneſs of a too cre- 
dulous heart, ſhould follow their high minded example, 
and falling from the envied eminence, where conſeious 


rectitude upheld her, fink into the vortex of faſhionable - 


depravity z in that caſe it was but natural hey ſhould 
join aganit ber as a common enemy, an invader of their 
ges, and never loſe an opportunity of being petrified 
at her preſumption and aſſurance. NS 
«My dear Elinor,” interrupted the aſtoniſhed Roſa, 


# how Jong have you been a ſatiriſt? and where can 


you have got ſuch an idea of the manners of people 
of faſhion ?”? | YO | 
Don't I tell you, from the newſpapers.” 

«And are they infallible?“ 4 a f 

* Ob no! I dare ſay not; for but yeſterday I read a 
paragraph in one paper, which poſitively aſſured us that 
they were in poſſeſſion of all poſſible ſources of intelligence, 
and that they were in conſequence enabled to ſtate, that 
Lord Mundung us and his chere amie are poſitively at this 
time at the German Spa, in a party quarre with the Right 
Honourable. Lady Mundungus, kis lordſhip's wife, and 
ber cher ami, the Hononrable Captain Bronze, drinking 
the waters in the greateſt harmony. Another in as pom- 
pous and poſitive a ſtyle, aſſured us Lord Mundungus 


aud his chere amie, having quarrelled over their wine, his 


lordihip bad retired in extreme aſfliction to the ſeat of 
bis noble anceſtors, on the inſtant of her ladyſhip and 
Captain Bronze's arrival in town, to receive conſolation 
rom bis cook maid, and that the chere amie had returned 


toher old apartments in broad St. Giles's. A third 


paper, who never war nor can be miſtaken, ſneered at 


tle authenticity of the two cotemporaries, and gravely 
Aertec chat Lord Mundungus, who had ignorantly been 
Ulpaled of at the Spa, and ſent to the ſeat of his noble 
anceior, to receive conſolation from his cook maid, had 
ea departed this life, after being feized with à ver- 
Wein his head ; that his chere amie being ſuſpected of 
be concern in bringing on the ſaid vertigo, 
been turned out of door, and incontinently hanged 
Wei e pair of his lordſhip's ſcarlet elaſtic 1 
. | | thi 
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that the afflicted widowed ſs retires to a ready fur. 


"Ireland, a peer of Great-Britain, by the ſtyle and title 


noble anceſtors, to receive conſolation” from his cook 
- maid; and finally, killed by a vertigo in his head; that 


Trapes, the chere amie of my lord 
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Thip's weeds are making, and till her marriage ſettle 
with the Honourable . Bronze are el. FOR 
__ « Dear Elinor, I cannot underſtand you.” 
I ſhould wonder if you did; for a fourth paper an- 
nounced, ' that his moſt gracious majeſty having been 
caſed to create Lord Mundungus, of the kingdom of 


niſhed villa on the banks of the Thames, while her lady. 


of Baron Rafle of Blank, in the county of Blank. He 
with his lady had been preſented at court, and kiſſed hand 
on the occafion, on the very day his lordſhip had been 
Rated to be at the German Spa; ſent to the ſeat of his 


the Honourable Captain Bronze, the innocent boſon 
friend of my lady, and Miſs Matilda Diana Charlotte 


L k 


« For heaven's ſake no more of Lord Mundungus and 


his chere amie ; how can you read ſuch ftuff ?? let 

„ Becauſe aunt Bawſky will have the breakfaſt table WW 

covered with newſpapers, and being, as ſhe ſays, a per. k 

log of ſome faſhion herſelf, chuſes to read all faſhionable anc 

* 2 and I believe ia my conſcience not one eſcape it 
r.?? | 

«© But ſurely ſuch anecdotes as you have been repeat- * 
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ing ſhould not 


- a Gauker; and all we of the little world ſee, to dilliuguſ 


© that there are many women of high rank, who ſet fall 
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e She muſt read them or none; * the virtues of the þ 
great, F they have any, are ſeldom mentioned; all ve 
read of them is diflipation, folly, and extravagance; is- 


trigues of lords and retaliation of ladies; prompt pay- ot, 
ment of debts of honour, by which ſharpers roll in their n | 
- gilded carriages ;, and a total forgetfulneſs: of honourable i 
þ * <4 by which the ruined .tradeſmen are reduced to 1 
beggary ; ellates ſent to the hammer, and diamonds to 100 


quality, are the pale faces, large whiſkers, and cropped 
heads of the men; and the painted faces, high feathery 
naked elbows, and bare boſoms of the women; and! 
aſſure you it is the opinion of all the city folks we vil 


ons which diſgrace human nature; ſo that“ 14 
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el only doubt and wonder, while Elinor re- 
arred to the circumſtance-that had occaſioned fo volu- 
ve a diſplay of her newſpaper learning. PR 

« Ag to the Major's being married, there was nothing 
« all-in at, as he too was a man of faſhion, and conſe- 
quently” looked no where for beauty but in the wives 
of his friends.“ * IL | 

« Elinor !”” exclaimed Roſa. 


THE BEGGAR GIRL, 


Elinor anſwered the half reproof, by adducing the | 


newſpaper authority, and added there was but one thing 
which 
heard, among all the intrigues and erim. con, evidence 


ber aunt Bawſky read out, while they breakfaſted, of 


beautiful ewvomen of faſbion, who made a fuſs about ſuch 
an old lover as the 
to be ſure, a novelty even to the newſpapers. 


- 


Roſa was more ſhocked than amuſed by Elinor's late | 


acquired faſhionable knowledge ; ſhe was extremely loth 
to ſulpe& the moral reQitude of the Major's character, 
yet certainly there was a myſtery in the recent tranſaction 
which led her. | Wd. | 

Elmor perfſted in her ill opinion, bath of the Major 
ud his vititor ; what right, ſhe aſked, . over and over, 


could s modeſt woman of faſhion, or no faſhion, poſſibly. | 


laveto throw herſelf on the boſom of any man but her 


puzzled” her, and that was, ſhe had never yet 


ajor,—a white headed gallant was, 


\#. 


own haſband ? or make ſuch a fuſs about parting with an 


od man who was going home to his wife and family? 
Roſa could not anſwer theſe interrogatories, neither 


could the accede to the inferences Elinor was 


--— jp 
inw from them; ſhe ſtill doubted ; and four o'clock, _ 


be hour of departure, found our fair friends ſittin 
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table with the untouched ſupper before them, diſcuſſing 
lie important and - undetermined point of Whether 
wor Bubanun was a very good or very bad man.? 
"The Major's entrance ſtopped Miſs Bawſky in the 
Wal or one of her ſtrongeſt arguments againſt Roſa's 
pitting herſelf into his power. His looks. proved he 
lad not taken more reſt than themſelves, and be appeared 
ll too much agitated to attend to the ſituation in which 
hound them. Doctor Croak's carriage was announc- 
al was hurry, confuſion and regret ; Elinor ſobbed 
races in the arms of her friend, and the Major led 
You. I. OE a, Roſa 


, 
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Roſa. to the carriage, having with difficulty ſeparated 
Her from the teluctant embrace of parting affeRion. 
The Major was not diſpoſed for converſation ; and the 
viſion of the preceding night, as well as affectionate re. 
_colleions of the friends from whom ſhe had parteg, 
were ſubjeQs of meditation chat ſufficiently engroſſed 
Roſa ; but as the day advanced, her untravelled heart, 
filled with conſcious rectitude, grew lighter ; ſhe cat 
her admiring. eyes around, every.-proſpect pleaſed, excry 
Paſſer-by amuſed her; ſhe had a. Dacier's Homer in her 
pocket, and was by turns reader and ſpectator; now and 
_ - then an opening in the view, a cluſter of trees, or a clear 
, meandring river would remind her of the environs of 
| Mouat-Pleaſant, and bring every dear. connexion there 
afreſh to her memory; Elinor's voice was ill 


Vibrating on her ear, fill melting there, and with volupte 
_—_ ſweetnels thrilling through her heart.“ | 


A ſilent tear ſtole involuntarily down her check ; but 
Homer and his heroes chaſed it; ſo that when the Ma. 
jor recovered his ſpirits, ſhe read and talked herſelf ſo well 

into his favour, as to diſpel from his mind as well as her 
own, all painful retroſpection; and they proceeded on 
their journey in ſtages, hardly ſenſible of the diſtance, 

- as far as Ferry-Bridge, from whence they poſted to 

Edinburgh, where the Major's carriage was ordered to 

| meet them. 15 | 5 

5 But anxjous as the Major was to return to his home 

And family, he could not reſiſt the temptation inſpired 
dy true-Caledonian pride, of ſhewing the fair ſtranget 

= all the curioſities of the northera metropolis, which in 

- .,__ native and acquired beauty, and in ancient as well a 

modern elegance, is juſtly eſteemed one of the chief or- 
naments of Great Britain. ES | 

_ © The Caſtle's protecting turrets proudly over- looking a 

vaſt expanſe of land and ſea; the College, ſupported by 

2 a row of native pillars, equal in ſige and beauty to the 

4 fineſt marble z the regiſter office, at once ſimple, neaty 

nud elegant; the library, from whence the philoſophy 0 
Hume, tlie wiſdom of Blair, the fine turned language 
of Robinſon, the eloquence of Erſkine, whence indeed 

dhe firſt geniuſes of the age gleaned what mY 
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yened into" the moſt abundant harveſt, of mental excel- 
nes the courts of law, where: the preſident, decked . 
n a robe. of never fading integrity, pleads like a mi- 
trig angel the cauſe of the oppreſſed ranger, where 

the gelt Tenſe, the ſoupdelt argument, 4 the moſt 
beautiful. phraſes, are often ſpoke in a dialect ſo broad 
d uncouth, that it is with extreme difficulty one can 
comprehend the ſubject on which the harangue is deli- 
red; the ane old palace, the chamber, the cloſet, the 
delle work of the beautiful unfortunate Mary; the 
flood o the ill-formed, and as ill-fated Rizzio, when 
torn hom the robe of his unhappy miſtreſs, which he 
muly gralped for protection, and dragged to the top of, 
the dilmal private ſtairs, by the barbarous James. and 
bis adherents ; thoſe very adherents by whom that weak 
mace was afterwards murdered himſelf ; the fine picture 
of the firſt Charles and his queen, in Lord Bredalbane's 
wartment z. the more ancient, but not leſs beautiful 
ones which adorn many other parts of the palace, beſides 
the line of kings in dread array, which frown on the un- 
wept Yoor of the long gallery, and are, in their dulſty- - 
uhabille, a reflection on the country, were all oſtenta- 
ally thewn to Roſa, and ſeverally explained by the na- 
W Major with a mixture of pride and regret. 
Rala's life, from the period when, according to her 
m reckoning, ſhe had began te live, had paſſed at 
punt-Pleafaht like a plcaſaat dream; but her mind, 
Woch calm and unruffled, was active; ſhe had read a 
eat geal'; che hiſtory of her own country was the 
nulement of one whole winter, and while a Robinſon. 
w the Seotch hiſtorian, Mrs. Harley was a conſtant 
der; what ſhe approved, her pupils admired; Roſa 
kd befure wept e e of the 4ll-fated Mary, and every. 
e of her eventful hiſtory recurred to her memury as 
traverſed the palace and liſtened to the Major's clu- 


Nations. | 1 0 

The few days ſhe bad paſſed at Doctor Croak's ſue 
dees hurried to ſee every thing by Mrs. Bawiky and 
wor, the former without feeling or taſte the latter 
az ment or experience, with ſuch velocity, that 
aii ale, and underſtood leſs of the curioſities 
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HNere in the ſeat of ſcience, with a ſenſible cong, 
nion, proud to embelliſh, and fond of explaining, be 
1 mind was entertained without being fatigued ; and her 

evident gratification ſtriking the Major as proof of the 

"Bey ny of his dear country, was received as ſo acceyt, 

, able-a compliment to himſelf, that ſpite of the (ty 

five years he had numbered, the gallant veteran would 

range with.her over the Calton, and climb to Arthur 

\ - ſeat, delighted to obſerve the pleaſure and ſurpriſe which 

- ſparkled in the eyes of his young companion, 2s ſhe 

— Avoked round on the wide and romantic mixture of blue 

© mountains and-fertilized. fields; barren rocks and 2 will 
peopled city ; ancient buildings tottering into ruin, aud 

. new houſes, ſtreets, and ſquares where ſymmetry, beauty, 

and convenience. were equally confpieuous ; groves, gar- 

„dene, rivers, and ſeats, forming a coup Pail, at once 

magnificent, ſolemn, and enchanting. , 
Ie this real;” ſaid Roſa, „or is it a magical pic 

ture?“ q 

No,“ replied the Major, his heart ſwelling with : 
misture of pride and ſenfibility, © it is all real; you or: 

i Scotland; that is Edinburgh New Town; this, in a 

manner under our feet, the old city; that extenſie 

ENS punnng the palace of our "oy yon proud 

, calle by turns their priſon and defence; acroſs that arm 

of the ſea the lands of Fife; yonder the ferry we crob 

; towards my Caſtle; and now methinks I feel a longing 

to be there.” | | 

He handed «Roſa down the winding path; they r- 
turned to. Walker's hotel, where two gentlemen, his par- 
ticular friends, waited to ſee him, -and Roſa, having pro- 
miſed to write to Elinor a faithful account of her adven- 
| tures, retired, to make that amiable. creature eaſy, in 
.reſpe& to the Major's treatment, and to deſcribe to ber 
.the wonders ſhe had ſeen. - Wi 
The gentlemen, one a writer to the ſignet, the ot! 

a medical man, ſupped with them, and next morning 

they ſet off, and reached Caſtle Gowrand early in the 

. evening. bY: | ä 
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The' ſecrete of the Caſtle. | 


Morris, and even years had now elapſed ſince the 
u o Caſtle Gowrand had exprefſed any ſolicitude 
ont what. might pleaſe his fair lady, in the domeſtic 
zrangeſnents of the Caſtle 5 but anxious the fair ſtranger © 
hould be well received, he had written a- long energetic 
letter, deſcriptive of the duties the laws of hoſpitality + . 
cated fromthe female head of a family, to a young 
arphan of hey-own ſex 3 and he added, with no leſs fer- 
wor the advantages which might be hoped to reſult to her 
own children, from a companion, in whoſe praiſe he for 
the firſt time was eloquent; one who added to every 
of virtue all its moſt brilliant embelliſhments, and 
by way - of- finale, though laſt, what he knew would 


wot be leaſt in effect, the gold and filver mullins, with a © 


cargo of faſhionable millinery, all of which he ſent home 
before his'own arrival. VG 7 
Mrs, Bubanun, beſides the jealouſy, for which ac- 
cording to her idea, ſhe had ſuch juſt grounds, had a 
lttleneſs of mind about her that rendered it extremel 
Meat to-allow any other perſon an equal, much lels - 
luperior degree of perfection than graced her o-ƷƷr cha- 
der, „ This paragon, with her mighty accompliſh- 
ments! what were they which ſhe did not poſſeſs her- 
kl, and which her children might not more profitably = 
mitate from her? 5 | _ 
During che Major's abſence, Mrs. Bubanun had been 
bebtly attacked by a fever and ulcerated ſore throat, 
which had been both epidemic and dangerous; and this. 
y fever, fo mal-apropos, had not _ prevented her 
keing her friends abroad, but abſolutely frightened them 
nating ber at home. . e 
Mrs. Buhanun could not groan under a more ſevere 
almity than being obliged to aſſociate with that great · 
elt of all Mangers, herſelf, and ſo according to the com- 
1 22 EN ; +. + 
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mon anom of “ want of eompany welcome trumper; 
ſhe actually ſent for all her children to fit with her. 
The ofa and haughty diſtance at which ſhe had hi. 
therto kept the two youngeſt, being now a little ſofter. 
ed by the languor of ber own fpirits, and the diſcovery, 
that notwithilanding the redneſs of Jeſſy's eyes, and a 
Few pits in Emma's face, they would be pretty, gave 3 
tenderneſs to her voice, and good humour to her man. 
ner, which perfecty intoxicated the children, and drew 
from them a thouſand anecdotes of their papa, and Mrs, 
Wallingham, which would have pourtrayed them in the 
molt amiable light to a mind not jaundiced by jealouſy, 
or narrowed by envy ; but which, feen- through the 
reverſe of the. perſpective inflamed her paſſions; and her 
mind, weakened by fickneſs, inſtead of railing, ſhe vent. 
ed her feorn and anger in the more feminine and affecting 
mmape of tears. | | | 
The children were affected; ſuch a kind mamma could 
not be to blame; Miſs Kattie was her mother's echo, 
and inſtead of the daily viſits they had begged permiſſion 
to pay at the wee hooſe by the burnſide, they entirely 
ceaſed to go there, and thought of Mrs. Walfingham 
only as the foe of their mamma. 
The Major was agreeably ſurpriſed to find his houſe 
without vifitors, and more ſo to behold his wife domeſ- 
tically ſeated with her three children ; his countenance WW Cal 
lighted up, and he embraced them all with a tranſport 1 
that brought tears into his own eyes. kne 
The eyes of Mrs. Buhanun were differently employ. WM his 
ed; they had fixed with equal diſguſt and aſtoniſhment dee 
on a ſace more beautiful than her own,—more blooming cou 
than Kattie's, —and ſparkling with more intelligence WM to | 
than ſhe had yet ſeen, or could comprehend. | Em 
The Major, burt to fee Rofa's graceful courteſy fe- 
turned by a rude and ſerutinizing ſtare, led her to Mrs. WW inti 
| Buhanun, I preſent to you, madam,” faid he, gra 
2 I, „ a yonng lady who will honor your protection.“ 
5 The lady ſlightly curteſied, and turning her check to 
the ruby lip of our heroine, re · ſeated herſelft. 
%%% What,” ſaid the fond father, looking round with 
furpriſe, for even the beauty bad been uſed to bang 
'about him aſter every little abſence, What is the 


ie 
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ein of ul this? have you nothing to ſay to your fa- 
— welcome for his friend?“ 8 N W 

The children looked ar mamma; her countenance ex- 
preſſed no kindneſs for her huſband, no civility to the 

enger they however approached; the two younger, 
wartet by his paternal embrace, to recollection of paſt 
tenderneſs, hung round his neck, and then followed bis 

nee to our heroine. . | e 

Roſa, accuſtomed to be the object of kind and par- 
tal notice, was yer Randing, her ſwelling heart recur- 
ring do other ſcenes, but the native prettineſs of the twWa 
young girl, and a formal ſalute from the beauty, a little 
reallured her, and the tears which wounded pride re- 
prelſec at the behaviour of the lady of the houfe; now 
burſt from her eyes; her hat had dropped öff, and her 
Mir, which had been faſtened under it with a comb, fell 
on her ſhoulders; the contour of her countenance was as © 
intereſting as beautiful, and even the ſtately brow of 
Mu Bubanun relaxed of its aſperity; Emma reached 
chair and (queezed herſelf on one corner of it, preſſing - 
Rola g cold andpaſhive hand between her's ; Jeffy jump- 
ed on her father's knee, and Miſs Kattie took a ſeat 
near her mother: e 8 
Supper was ſerved, and more harmony appeared to 
prevail than had been long witneſſed by the domeſtics: of 
Calle Gowrand: n R 
The Major was above concealments; he very well 
mew Mrs, Buhanun's averfton to Mrs. Walfingham, but 
Wopmion, both of her heart and head, had gradually - 
cecreated, and was now at ſo low a point, that he ac- 
counted "for her prejadice in a way too degrading for it 
to have any ſort of effect on his conduct; he aſked 
Lame how the amiable Mrs. Walſingham did, with as 
much eafe and freedom as if ſhe was one of the chief 
timates of Caſtle Gowrand, 10.25, 
Emma glanced at her manima's riſing colour, ſhe heſi- 
lated, and her eye then falling under the ſevere and pe- 
netting Took of her father, ſhe alſo bluſhed. | 
The Major repeated his queſtion, and Jeſſy anſwered, - 
*ladeed the did nac loo Maiſtreſe Walfingham' noo, and. 
adage been at the wee = a lang lang ſyne,”? + 
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cheir unceaſing importunity, playing Moggy Lawther, 
Rein Caſtle, Farewell wed: 
| 


= - 


= * 4 


248 THE SEGGAR GIRL. 


It was bow the Major's turn to colour, but bapperiug 


to obſerve aſtoniſhment riſing in the intelligent counte. 


nance, of the young ſtran 
changed the ſubject. | 
The {upper party ſeparated with over-ſtrained civility 


ger, he corrected himſelf and 


on the part of Mrs. Buhanun and her copy Miſs Kattie, 


witch the kindeſt attention on that of the Major, and 


from Emma and Jeſſy, who had been too long in the ha. 


bit of loving and obeying their father to be changed at 
once, with all the little affiduities which good-natured 
girls are fond of offering amiable beings of their own {cx 
a little older than themſelves. Wage? 


All Roſa's inherent candour and her natural turn to 


put the moſt favourable conſtruction on the actions of 
others, could not reconcile her to the behaviour of Mrs. 
Buhanun z ſhe could perceive no aſſimilation of mind or 
manner between that lady and her huſband ; nor could 
hex revolting heart receive one friendly impreſſion to- 
wards her on the ginuteſt retroſpect of the whole even- 
ing; but diſcouraging as, under ſuch obſervation, was 
her entrance into a family and fituation ſo entirely new, 


+ the innocence of ber own mind, and fatigue of the jour- 
ney, ſoon gave a ceſſation to her cares; and ſhe aroſe 


the next morning with renovated ſpirit and beauty, 
chearfully reſolving whatever might be the conduct of 
others towards her, to maintain her own rectitude, and 
rely on that providence which had already ſo miraculouſly 
manifeſted. its goodneſs for her protection. 

The little girls had impatiently watched the opening 


of ber ſhutters, and ſkipped into the room with ſaluta- 


tions of the morning, if not quite ſo poliſhed as thoſe ſhe 


IE had been uſed to, at leaſt as ingenuous; and the had the 


pleaſure of hearing the packages, containing her grand 
2 forte, her harp, books, and cloaths, which were 


ent by ſea, were juſt brought to Caſtle Gowrand from 
Dundee, in Donald Ferguſon's cart. | 


The children, with the curioſity natural to their years 


and vivacity, were impatient to ſee what the packages 
contained; and her breakfaſt being ſerved in her cham- 


ber, ſhe amuſed herſelf in arranging ber things, and at 


haber, Pinkey Houſe, and 
Aa nu 
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a number of favorite Scots tunes, which; as ſhe had a 
quantity of Scots muſic, ſhe gratified them in, and 
6b dinner the girls told their father, That Miſs 
Roſa was mair than winſome or bony, for ſhe was vary 
gude, an kened hoo to do aw forte of things.. 
The Major, notwithſtanding the diſobedience of his 
children, in regard to Mrs, Walſingham, which it was 
ealy to ſee was countenanced by his wife, was yet ſo 
charmed with the recollection of the family piece, which 
had fo agreeably ſurpriſed him on his return home, that 
be fondly flattered himſelf, from ſo delightful a ſpecimen 
of what could be, and finding Mrs. Buhanun without viſi- 
tors, ſhe had begun at laſt to think; he therefore enter- 
ed her drefſing-room with unuſual tenderneſs in his look, 
and began a tete- a- tète converſation, which, as curtain 
lectures were not now in the way of this. good couple, 
Mrs. Buhanun pre-determined ſhould ſettle every minu- 
tia of her future conduct towards our heroine. 4 
The pillow cogitations of this lady had not been ſo 
well inclined to a renewal of old affe ctions, as thoſe of 
ber {ſpouſe ; and judging of his feelings from the whiſ- 
perings of a little inward monitor, which reminded. her 
of her own, had ſettled it in her own imagination, that 
his warm embrace, and the attention he had ſhewn her 
through the laſt evening, was art, put on to carry ſame 
favorite point; ſhe had indeed, after cloſe obſervance of 
lineament in Roſa's ingenuous countenance, aban- 
doned a half formed ſuſpicion, that the Major had a cri» 
minal attachment to her, and therefore concluded a ſtrict 
bond of amity was intended to be cemented between the 
beautiful heireſs of ſo principal a part of Colonel Buha- 
nns fortune, and the goddeſs of the burn fide ; if ſuch 
conjunction of intereſt were deſigned, ſhe had, ſhe 
*knew, no power to prevent it; but ſhe had paſſed the 
night in fortifying her own mind; and there were points 
he alſo moſt heroically reſolved to carry. On YES: 
When the Major entered at one door, her abigail re- 
tired at the other; he attempted to take her withdrawn 
hand, and aſked, in an accent of kindneſs, how ſhe had 
relted ? and how ſhe liked her young gueſt ? | 3 
She anſwered in a ſtyle of ſcornful irony, that after de- 
krixing his wife of the . enjoyments ſhe had a rig 
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to expect. to which his rank, and her own merits enti- 
tled her; after preferring the ſociety of ſuch an adven- 
treſs as the creature at Donald Ferguſon's to the mother 
of his children ; after eſtranging the affections of thoſe 
children from their natural bent ; there was very little 
wanting to eſtabliſh the notoriety of his character; that 
little he bad at length atchieved ; he bad introduced x 
perſon under his roof, for the ſole and malignant purpoſe 
of eclipfing his own lovely daughter, whom ſhe plainly 
perceived was become obnoxious to him, becauſe ſhe 
was dear to her. e ohh 

The poor Major was ſo confounded that it was really 
a much fairer conclufion than his lady was in the habit 


of forming, to ſuppoſe him guilt ſtruck. 


proceeded with raiſed voice and colour to aſſute 
him, ſhe could penetrate all his ſchemes; the girl, edu. 
cated in the centre of art, and no doubt well inſtructed, 


was to break her heart, by placing her beloved and ad- 
. mired Kattie in the back ground; but however eaſy he 


might feel himſelf, in regard to the reſentment of an in- 
ured wife, ſhe would now take the liberty to affure him, 
ſhe would neither be the protectreſs, nor entertainer of 
his Miſs Buhanun, if he expected ſhe ſhould: introduce 


her to her, company at home, or take ber en famille 


abroad. N | 
As ſoon as the Major recollected himſelf, Le was on 


the point of interrupting her, but her extreme volubility 


was not to be topped. » 

I fee, Sir,“ continued ſhe, © what you are inclin- 
ed to ſay, you are malter of your ewn houfe, and 1 ſhall 
loſe no time in diſputing ſo allowed a point; but no force 


hall detain me under your roof, to countenance people l 


diſlike,” | 255 | 

After this high-mipded declaration ſhe left the room, 
and with Miſs Kattie got into her carriage, which ſhe 
had previouſly ordered to be ready to carry her to her 
friend, Mrs. Gibſon, N 
The Majbr, aſtoniſhed, grie ved, and confounded, re- 


tired to his cloſet, where all the aids a man of true prin- 


ciple finds in his own unſullied heart to fortify it againſt 
the vexatious occurrences of human events; were inſuffi- 
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no mode of conduct, either toward Mrs. Bubanum 


or Rola, nor could he take his morning walk to the 
burn-ſeed ; he found himſelf really indifpoled, and made 
that his apology for not dining with his family. 

Roſa exprefied unfeigned forrow for the cafe. of bis 
abſence-3z but whatever were her ſentiments on the rude —_ 
behaviour of Mrs. Buhanun, who had left the houſe 
without ſeeming to know there was a ſtranger in it, ſhe 
was ilent on that ſubject, and ſat down to dinner with 
Emmaand: Jeſſy, attended by a girl, who, in the abſence 
of the footman, generally waited. 

The children were lively, affeQiorate, and agreeable. 
The Major had made them better ſcholars than is | 
haps” neceſſary, uſeful, or even defirable for Sele 5: $. 

and Mrs. Walkogham had taken unwearied pains to fof- 
ten their Scotch dialect, by attending to all the errors 
of their native pronunciation; but there was ſtill a romp- 

ing, uncouth rudeneſs about them, that, added to their 
Scorchiſms, firſt amuſed. and then ſhocked our heroine; 

Roſa now perfectly comptchended the kindneſs of 
thoſe motives that inſiſted on concealing her origin; 
Mes, Bahanun, it was eaſy to ſce, was — of a diſpolt- 
tion to blunt the edge of calamity, or reſpect virtue in 
thegarb of poverty. The only return the oy er expect» | | 5 
e, or ſne could offer for the paternal regard he evinced 
for her, was to attach herſelf - to the improvement of , 
thoſe molt dear to him. | 

Perhaps on a full confideration of exery ee 
a ſecret wiſh would ariſe, that ſhe had not left the abode » 
of ſerenity at Moum-Pleaſant; but excepting refieRtions + 
onthe fate of her mother, which ſaddened her moſt lively 

moments, her's was'a mind more prone to look forward 
with hope, than back with regret, more eſpecially -an / 
ſelf accuſation never accompanied retroſpectiom; ſne 
therefore calmly reſolved to fet with avidity about the 
reformation ſo viſibly wanting in her young companions. - 

Jelly talked of a Maiſtreſe Wallüngham, and hoo 
lalked paupau was, they has nae been at the burnſced » 
ſae lang ſyne. 

1 And who is Mrs. Walkogham bonn aſked Roſe. - 

* Ah troth ſhes as leck ye as twa cornes of berley,” - 

ſad the . ae damſel ho waited at table. 
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« Why will ye be ſae daft Jenny 27. ſaid Emma, 
| 2 % hoo caun Maiſtreſe Walhngham, be lecken 
Mile Roſa, when ye ken ſhe's gotten a wan face an et N 

_ eilder thaun my mamau. n 
5 „Well Meſs, ai ken aw that; but dinna ſhe tank 
leek Meſs, an lauf leek Meſs, an greet leet Meſs, an if 
- ſhe's nae ſac bonny, ſhe's unco houndſome.” 
Roſa, with ſome difficulty, made out that Mrs. Wal. 
fingham was a favorite-with Jenny, as well as her maſter; 
the girl indeed, who could not forget certain kindneſſes, 
when ſhe, as well as her young ladies, lay ill in the ſmall 
pox, never opened her lips about Maiſtreſe Walſingham, 
without a blefſing or praiſe ; and the likening her to 
Roſa was no ſmall Ggn of good will to the latter. 
There's your paupau, Meſs,” ſaid Jenny,“ ganging 
- doon the glen; I ken'd he wud nae reſle tull he hed 
peer d the gude weef at Donald Ferguſon.” 
I thought the Major was ill,“ ſaid Roſa. 
Ah pure gude mon !” exclaimed the loquacious 
7725 was thoughtful. 8 N | 
The Major returned to ſupper, calm and chearful; 
his eyes ſparkled, and he preſſed Roſa's hand in a man- 
ner that expreſſed both tenderneſs and gratitude, when 
his daughters told him of the wonders ſhe had diſplayed, 
of the books ſhe had given them, of the leſſons they had 
already begun, and how weel ſhe tuned Moggy Law- 
ther and Pinky Hoos and Lewe Gordon and Roſlin 


Well,“ faid the Major, © all this is very fine; and 
1 hope you will love one who is ſo amiable, and ſo worthy 
of imitation, and not negle& her in my abſence, as you 
have done the beſt of women.” | 
The girls hung down their heads. | | 
Ah my children! I muſt leave you for ever, Cod 
only knows how ſoon; but let me die in the conſoling 
* you will love the good, emulate their virtues, and 
w their example.“ NEE Obes” | 
A tear dropped on the cheek of each bluſhing girl, as 
he affeQionately embraced them. | | 
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« Miſs Buhanun,“ be added, “ 1 will diſcharge ſome 
of my obligations to you to-morrow, by introducing you 
to Mrs. Walkngham,”” EIT] 9 

After a forenoon paſſed in the commencement of ſtu- 
lies, of which the Major was a delighted ſpectator, they 
milked acroſs ſome fine fields, to the glen that led to the 
burn fide. $7 | 3 

Roſa's heart bounded ; a feeling like greeting a loved 
md native ſcene pervaded her gentle boſom, while the 
Major pointed to this riſe, that dell, thoſe old, or theſe. 
young plantations, and carried imagination back to a 
cicumſtance, in which his nephew, and her benefactor 
mas a principal figure. 

Just,“ ſaid be, like your's, his face and form was 
jektneſs and ſymmetry itſelf ; his hair not indeed ſo long, 
xr in ſuch redundance, but exactly your colour; and juſt 
eres 1 fee him at this moment. „ 
Roſa ftarted ; ſhe looked round; an involuntary tear 
ſole down her cheek. 

„ Yes, it was there,” continued the Major, “I laſt. 

ſome time or.other 1 will tell you his 33 a 
Amal one.? 9 5 
« There, paupau, cried Jeſſe, as turning a ſhort 
pple of the narrow winding path, they came to a preci- 
ce over-hanging a river, which in its gentle courſe. 
wiſtened, and gave a beautiful verdure to the woods, 
lat grew in profuſion, and hung, as it were, from ſtu- 
eadous rocks on each fide, © there's the wee hooſe.” 
Kola, directed by the child's exclamation, looked 
own the rock ; ſaw a cluſter of ſmall huts, which had 
thing in them uncommon beſides the neatneſs of the 
ach, and extraordinary ſituation, as they appeared to 

built on ſhelves of the rock, and carried gradually 
own to-theedge of the water on ſteps. —_ 
but though the buildings were ſo ſimple and unadorn- 
de ſcene that at once opened to view was enchant- 
| beyond any thing Roſa had ever ſeen ; walks were 
Rn el directions from the huts, both upward through 
glen, and down to the edge of the burn; earth had 
* cartied with great labour, and laid on the part of 
610k neareſt, the habitation, in order to bring fine 
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flowers;\.green-houſe, plante, exotics, and 'evergreeng, 
quite round it, | | 

The ſombre filence which reigned unbroken by ought 
bur the ſoft lavings of the ſlowly gliding ſtream, and the 
winged choriſters that might here be rather ſaid to 
chirp, than to fing, as the thick foliage of the hanging 
woods ſecluded them from the ſun's chearing ray, and 
. _ inſpired a kind of ſolemn reſpe& for the inhabitants of a 
pot fo ſequeſtered; ſo bumble, and yet ſs taſtefully de. 

100 | 


- 


As they deſcended by ſteps, rather than a path, her 
eyes devoured” freſh” beauties 3 on the oppoſite ſide the 
river the banging. woods an{wered thoſe through which 

they were - pailing ; here and there; a ſmall opening 

made by cutting: from the large trees ſome of their lux- 

= uriant honours, let in a ſober light on the-impending 
rocks. 7 : 

The ſprings near the walks were carefully turned in 
wooden trunks, ſo as to fall from ſpout-ro ſpout” without 

| damping the gravel,” yet be eaſily turned, to nurture the 
. plants aud flowers; wild firawberries fringed the path, 
which terminated in a fort of maze, before a white porch, 
containing the only viſible door, ; 
To the right, the view up the river was at a ſmall the 
diſtance bounded by a point of projectiug rock, on which "gy 
ſtood the ruins of an ancient Caftle; renowned for being pars 


once the aſylum of Wallace, the great Scotch hero ; to : 
the left, a quarter of a mile down the river, by the WW 
broken arch of an ancient bridge; but no trace of neigh- for 
bourhood or ſociety, ſave thoſe which the curling ſmoke, 1 
aſcending from the low chimney, proved to dwell under ey 
the humble roof before them. ht 
« Surely,” ſaid Roſa, © this is fairy land; I- 
pe& to ſee ſomething more than mortal in the genius of Jodi 
this enchanting place.“ | | | m 
« You cannot raiſe your expectations too high,” at- uy 
ſwered "the Major; the genius of this place if more nt 
+ than mortal.” | > 
The plain brown door was ed by a blooming red * 


hajred girl of eighteen, who had ſeen them approac 
through a ſmall window near the porch, and they enter 


ed a room, where an old woman fat ſpinning ; es 
| . Ting 
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thing about her was clean, but very plain ; and nothing. 
in that apartment ſpoke the reſidence of a divinity. -- - 
"The gui opened a ſmall folding door, and by deſcent. 
of a few ſteps, conducted them to a handſome matted 
paſſage, from whence a ſmall gothic door 1 into a 
unte lobby, paved with white ſtone, from thence 
again, through a ſmall wicket, another flight of ſteps. 
led to a gravel walk round a baſon of water the chryſtal. 
xcdence of a number of gold and filver fiſh, to a ſecond 
gothic-door, fancifully ornamented with ſhells, formed 
to wreaths of flowers, and intermixed with pieces of 
ſpar z this door, on being opened, led to a ſecond 
ſquare, and diſeovered the river almoſt under it, ſhaded 
by the branches of trees from the oppoſite bank, reach- 
ng nearly to the ſteps that led directly to the water ; 
onthe right} and left of this lobby were correſpondent 
gehe doors, one of which being opened, ſhewed the 
rehdence of the genius of the place, and ſtruck Roſa 
amb with wonder and admiration... $0 
Three gothic caſement windows, which opened to a 
wall border-of flowerets, over-hanging the water, were 
dinded by ſattin wood ſtands, equally adapted to orna- 
den auc uſe z the upper parts were filled with books, 
be lower with implements for writing, working, draw- 
we, Ke, and {mall apertures round the whole, for china 
pars, Which were filled with flowers; | 
Loan harps hung to each window; a'ſmall forte pi- 
mo, with an Enghſh and Spaniſh guittar, and ſhelves 
br mute books filled a ſmall receſs on one fide. | 
The chairs and correſpondent ſofas were plain, but 
dezent; large china vaſes ſtood in different parts of the 
wom"hlled with greens and flowers; the floor was Co- 
Rredwith India matting, and the walls hung with plain 
India paper, ornamented with fine pencil drawings; the 
Weins were green taffety, and the air of the whole, 
Wied Ample, was grand, and even ſublime, At the 
Wer end of the apartment, oppoſite to the receſs, 
hes pair of folding glaſs doors, which, as the weather 
very warm, on being thrown open, diſcovered a 
room, with one gothic window correſpondent to 
before which was a large white marble table, 
ois a ſquare ivory caſe, moſt curiouſly carved, 


with 
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with filver feet, hinges, atid locks, on each fide of which 
ſtood a filver two branched high candleſtick. The floor 
of this room was covered with a Perſia carpet, as was two 
Tow ftools ; ſome fine framed pictures hung round, the 
painting concealed by green curtains, and, like the outer 
room, it was ornamented with china vaſes, and hung 
with India paper ; but extraordinary as it was to find 
ſuch elegancies, ſo concealed, it was not at this moment 
that our heroine's particular attention could be given to 
inanimates. | | | 
A tall graceful woman aroſe from the ſofa at the upper 
end of the room, to receive them, whoſe fine figure, ma. 
jeſtic deportment, and commanding brow, muſt have re- 
pelled every approach to familiarity, had theſe not been 
foftened by a melancholy that could not be obſerved 
without ſympathy, a ſenſibility that invited confidence, 
and a ſoothing friendly open politeneſs that was irrelift 


3 Mp3 ww 


e. | | | 
Mrs. Walſingham was at this period in her forty-ninth 
year ; ſhe wore a plain grey ſarſenet robe, which rather 
flowed than bung, in graceful folds on her tall fine 
formed perſon ; her dark melting eyes, like thoſe of our 
firſt Charles, had an unalterable expreſſion of grief in 
them; her face was rather intereſting than beautiful; 
. "Mild, pale, penetrating, free from all common-place 
ideas of fat contented ignorance looking downwards upon 
_ the earth—it looked forwards ; but looked as if it look- 
ed at ſomething beyond this world.” | 

The crow's ry ah my charming young old mamma, 
aunts, and grandmammas! whoſe. variegated ribbandy 
fans, and feathers,—whoſ2 ringlets, rouge, and bare 
- necks, defy the crow!s foot, you are entreated to believe 
"tz the thing is actually poſſible ; poor Mrs. Walkng- 
ham, though not quite in her half hundredth year, 
which many of you have long paſſed, had not only crows 
_ feet at the corner of her eyes, but her once dark treſks 
were doynright grey; a misfortune, as ſhe wore 10 
powder, and as there were no heads of hair makers neat 
the burn fide, it was impoſſible entirely to hide : bet 
complexion was {till delicately fair, her movements grace. 
ful, and her voice harmonious. She had read much, and 
c 
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zutſe-to- diſtreſs ; ſhe knew the world well, and affected 


zot to make a merit of leaving it; her retirement, the 


confeſſed, was the conſequence of her errors, not the ob» | 


je of her choice. Such was the gude weef of the burn- 
feds and both the apartment and their owner ſtill re- 
minded Roſa of the fairy tales. | 

Mrs. Walfingham 2 the Major's enquiries after 
her health, and addreſſed Roſa in a manner fo eaſy, yet 
b truly dignified, that the admiration excited by the 
firſt view of the elegant retreat, was wholly trans 


to its extraordinary tenant; the decorations and furni- 


we of the apartments, inimitable as was the one, and 


as appeared the other, was not even en ſuite with 


the poliſh of the owner's mind, and her heart inſtantly 
rcogniled another, and more noble Mrs. Harley, riſing 


fromthe very lap of oblivion, to conſole her for the dear 


tblent friends at Mount-Pleaſant. 


The pleaſure which ſhone in her expreflive eyes, ns he 


contraſted the manners of this lady with thoſe of her in- 
boſpitable hoſteſs, convinced the Major he was not de- 
civedin his expectation; and the glances of approbation 
with" which in return Mrs, Walſingham honoured our 
teroine, were obvious to his obſervation, and acceptable 
to his heart. l r 885 

The children, conſcious of their fault, whiſpered 
Roſa to aſk Mrs. Walſingham to forgive them; and it 
ms a boon eaſily granted ; tea and coffee was ſerved on 
pate, by the red haired damſel; no need of ſuch auxili- 
nes-as cards, in viſits where the ſoul has ſo a 
bares the ladies were as well with each other as if their 
Kkquaintance had commenced with their exiſtence; and 
be dehghtful viſit did not terminate till the-trees, the 
miks, and the water were no more viſible. . 


The Major bad opened bie aching heart to his friend 


=d counſellor z he had repeated to het his recent con- 
ation with his wife, and warmly expreſſed his diſ- 
ure at her reſolutions in reſpe& to Roſa. 4 
To quick diſcernment Mrs. Walſingham added a tho- 
MeEnowledge of human nature. In Roſa's real fitu- 
wo, what good purpoſe could it anſwer, ſhe aſked, to 
lake into company, where, if not properly intro- 
Wel, and protected, ſhe muſt be ſubje& to a thouſand 
Ha Ss .* _—__ * mortificationsg 
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mort iſicat ions; ſhe had too much delicacy to give her 
opinjon of that littleneſs of ntind in- Mrs. Bubanus, 
Which could not bear ſuperior attractions, but ſpoke 
. with indulgence on a+ mother's anxious jealouſy for the 
advantage of her child. | | 
„ Rola,“ ſhe added, „ is a flower that will not be 
leſs admired for its temporary ſecluſion; and the time 
that muſt elapſe before you can have returns from India, 
will be a mine of treaſure to your daughters, without 
injury to her;; and with reſpe& to the viſitors at Caſtle 
Gowrand, if I have any {kill in phyſiognomy, ſhe wil 
have too much good ſenſe, not to comprehend why (he 
_ 1s not introduced to them, and too much proper pride 
to reſent it. | She will fill up ber time at home moſt 
profitably to you, and moſt honourable to herſelf; ſhe 
will have the burn ſide to come to, and do very well.” 
Mrs. Walſingham was perfectly right, the burn ſide 
became more than an equivalent to Roſa for all the 
 Hlughing jollity that invariably attended the parties at 
_ Caltle Ate and the children, animated by her 
example, attached themſelves with the greateſt avidity to 
thoſe improving ſtudies, which. were regularly ſucceeded 
by evenings paſſed in refined converſations, for which 
they ſoon had a rdiſh, and elegant amuſements which 
they were permitted to ſhare. | 
” Leſſons: of reading and fine works were taken at 
. home; muſic and drawing at the burn fide, where the 
4 converſation being wholly in French, a few months did 
_ wonders for the children, and filled the Major's heart 
with thankful gratitude to heaven, and to cach of his 
fair aſſociates. _ | 8 
Mrs. Buhanun's ſpirit. would not bend to partake 
even her huſband's. parental happineſs; ſhe either did 
not, or affected not to perceive the improvement of her 
children her ungracious carriage to them, as well at 
Roſa, was uniform, and habit rendered it of leſs and 
_ "leſs importance. The family all dined together when 
-__ they were alone; but the arrival of company was the 
- *»-{ignal for retirement to Roſa and her pupils. 
©” |, Roſa correfponded with Miſs - Bawſky, and often 
| heard through her, from the good governeſs. Her ac. 
# quaintance with the. Muſhroom: family. died with her 
. 2 Patton, 
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after ſo 1 a being; ſo that excepting letters 
from the affectionate Elinor, Roſa had no ties in à world 
that now ſeemed receding from her view; Caſtle (Gow: 
rand and the dear burn fide contained ample ſources of 


ſelieity, amuſement, and pleaſure, and every day was 


o delighefully employed, that though the Major had 
promiſed to tell Mrs. Walfingham and Roſa the ſtory of 
his all fated relation, and though Mrs. Walſingham had 
made the ſame promiſe in reſpect to her own, both which 
promiſes were to be performed the firſt leiſure day, near 
two years had paſſed, and till the promiſe ſtood for the 
firſt leiſure day. | | 

It mult not be preſumed that Roſa was indifferent to 
the hiſtory of thoſe-ſo dear to her heart and recollection; 
but beſides that one charming evening was ſucceeded by 


another more charming, the. promiſed ſtories were, as 


both” the Major and Mrs. Walſingham declared, diſmal 
onesz that of Colonel Buhanun would pain the relator, 
that.of the lady was never adverted to without affectin 
her even to agony ;: fo that in the boſom of placid 
reinedfriendittip, in the calm delights of elegant ſocie- 
ty,/and the ſerene enjoyment of unobtruſive happineſs, 
the ſacrifice of curioſity to peace, had more in-it to eom- 
mend, than to wonder at. | 6 


CHAP. XXIN. 


The Storm. : g 104 


Major BUHANUN, in the mean while, thougk 


lis heart was eſtranged from the ſociety of his wife, had 


craled to reſent ; he now only regretted her follies, and. 


lamented that frivolity ef taſte, that deprived her of the 
nptures which filled his own paternal heart, as he ſaw 
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patron, and” Mrs. Feverſham was too buſy to enquire 


gi growing into elegance : but it was with agony - 


be reflected on the part ſhe was ating towards Kattie, 


mole improving beauty rendered her the idol of her 


a deprived her of the important advantages 


| her 
| | 25 on | 
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ber fiſters-were every hour gaining. This was a ſubje& 
on which Mrs, Walſingham had nothing confoling o WF ®! 
ſay; it was too obvious à misfortune” to be: reaſoned 
away; and the only remedy, that of forcing her from 4nd 
her mother, too delicate and uncertain to be adopted; 
_ all the Major could do for his devoted beauty, was to Mr 
take care of the future, in regard to her pecuniary eſta- bt 
bliſhment, and ſubmit her to the diſpenſations of pro. Wh *** 
vidence. * * | S | 
Tuo years had now elapſed ſince one of the mot c 
perfect young women of the age had lived ſecluded and 
unknown under the roof of one of the moſt gay and _ 
diſlipated women in Scotland; two years had Rofa, with 
improving beauty, mental and external, felt all her de- * 
Bres bounded, her wiſhes gratiſied, and her happineſi Ph 
. centered in the ſociety of a woman whom ſhe equally WF 
admired, loved, and reſpected, in the paternal regard * 
, of the Major, and in the improvement of his lovely 1. 
hters'; ſhe rode the brown highlands for exerciſe; * 
d one wiſh ever ariſen that the charms which filled tre 
te humble peaſant with admiration, ſhould be ſeen or 
ſpoken of among the more poliſhed viſitors at the Cal. ve 


z content was the inmate of her boſom, health 4 
bloomed on her countenance, and virtue guided ber 
actions. J fates | 3 

Mrs. Walſingham had bone evening, with unuſull ; 

vity; been marking the unchangeable courſe of paſ- 4 

ng time; there was a patient endurance of grief in the 1 
look of this lady, that mellowed the animated fire of her , 8 
eyes, and took more from their- brilliancy than time Wa 
could da; all the amiable ſociability of her temper, her riſk 
experience, her ſentiments, her wiſdom, and attait- te 
ments, were frankly ſhared with her friends; it was her 15 
private ſorrows only from which ſhe excluded them ; and We: 
never till this moment had ſhe ſaddened one ſerene inter- ſe 
| you at the burnſide, by adverting to her own unhapp- es 
ne , K. | , 

% 'To-morrow,” faid. Mrs, Walſingham, I hal * 
have numbered fifty years thirty of them—ab m 5 
God $9” * 1 * 


To- morrow, ſaid the Major, eagerly, . then to: 
morrow: we will paſs with you—yes, to-morrow _ 


8 © 
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the ted letter day of our kalendar—it ſhall be a holyday 
to the Jabourer—and a bleſſing to the poor.“ 

Mrs. Walſipgham haſtily retired into her ſmall room, 
nd excuſed herſelf from returning that evening. "oof 

The Major however was reſolved to keep his word; 
Mrs. Buhanun- happened to be gone to Inverary, to ce- 
beste the coming of age of a young heireſs, . and the 
bicth day of his friend was ordered to be celebrated with 
ligh feltivity. wa; 0 2 

A meſſage from the ſaint of the day not a little damp- 


ed his ſhare in the feſtival ; ſhe reminded him of an ex, 


coſe ſhe had made that day twelvemonth for not ſeein 
them; the found of joy muſt never, ſhe declared, ws 
her on the anniverſary of her miſerable exiſtence ; ſhe 
would pals it as it ought to be paſſed, and poſitively de- 
dined to Tee the Major, or any of his patty, till the 
norrow. | d 

The gloom this meſſage infpired wore off; the jocund 
bagpipe, with an additional accompanyment, ſounded 
from the hall ; the humble neighbours and tenants were 
already aſſembled ;' the reels began; Roſa and her pupils 
Pine them ; and the Major, after blaming his friend 
jor her obſtinate and poſitive adherence to what he p 
Mei called whim, was at once the condeſcending maſ- 
ter, and benevolent chearful friend. »- 

«© To-morrow,” faid he, „ we will live this day over 
ain with Mrs. Walſingham.” And at an early hour 
the happy group haſtened to offer the congratulations of 
alteionate friendſhip at the burn ſide. i i 

Evident traces of the profound ſorrow in which Mra. 
Wee vom had paſſed the preceding day, were yet 
Mahle on her countenance; her manner was never more 
cdegantly polite ; her converſation never more ſweetly 
Weng; her attentions more unremitted ; nor her 
Renee more animated; but a ſort of reſtrained ſad- 
ies pervaded the whole, and could not eſcape the ob- 


ee of ſo warm and zealous a friend as Major Bu- 


hanun, 
What,” ſaid he, my amiable friend, is the canſe 
Wikis uncommon-deprefſion ? true, you are never gay, 


* 


but your heart, —your pure heart has fp 
| « Ab 
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% Ah Major,“ cried the lady, her eyes fixed en the 
plain ring on the third finger, of her left hand, « ,,, 
know not.“ | [FS > | 
Nor do 1 wiſhz I will not know ought that wil 
. damp the joy to which I have dedicated this day; you 
would not permit me to ſee you. yeſterday ; Mrs. Wal. 
ſingham would not permit her friend to fhare her ſorrow; 
the deprived him of his deareſt right.“ | 

Mrs. Wallingham turned towards the gothic window, 
'the Major followed. * 5 
1 made others glad yeſterday; they bleſſed the 

friend of my foul, and prayed for many returns of the 
day that gave birth to the beſt of women; bit this is 
my feltival more ſacred and more joyful ; I feel in your 
preſence all the triumph of gratitude, and all the ema- 
nations of ſincere friendſhip z this is to me your birth- 
day ; as ſach 1 will celebrate and enjoy it.“ 

Mrs. Walhogham ſmiled, but it was a ſmile of wee, 
and joined in converſation, while her mind was viſibly 
detached. . | YES 
As elegant a repaſt as the country could produce, and 
| her {mall number of domeftics provide, was ſerved ; but 
it wanted that zeſt which uſed to render their little feaſts 
enchanting. 48 | 
Mrs. Walfingham, as the Major ſaid, was never gays 
but while it was evident ſhe, ** had that within her that 
paſſeth ſhow ;”? innate good humour, polite attention, 
- and habitual fine breeding, would have tranquillized ber 
brow in their preſence, had not ber heart been warmed 
towards them by the {incereſt friendſhip. and affection; 
but the internal ſtruggles to conceal and repreſs the au- 
guiſh of her feelings, which during the whole day coſt 
her infinite pain, were too weak to be ſucceſsful. 

Roſa ſaw her agitation, and the girls caught the fad- 
neſs of their friends; the Major propoſed ſending them 
home at an early hour, as he had ſometimes before done, 
and Mrs. Wallingham did not, as ſhe was in the habits 
of doing, oppoſe this arrangement. She preſſed them 


to her boſom, and ſuffered them to depart under the 


Protection of her faithful Donald. | 
The Major, affected by the ſadneſs of a woman to 
whom he certainly was more ſtrongly attached ns 
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red man, in other circumftances could or ſhould be, 


fed his eyes on the woods on the oppoſite ſide of tbe 
ke ſmooth ſtream; but the water, into whoſe clear bo- 


onthe unhappy Mrs. Walſingham had dropped many 


: forrowful tear, ſeemed as if preparing to partake of 
ber troubles z the wind roſe, the ſky darkened, and the 
fer rather curled than glided over the pebbly bottom. 

Mes. Buhanun claimed the excluſive right of the 
aniage, the” Major had, for the convenience of his 
knily's intercourſe at abe burn fide, built a ſort of car- 
jage, not unlike the Iriſh jaunting car, with a cover at 
lop, which in damp weather carried them to the edge of 
the craggy path, that led through the glen, on the bor- 
ders of Which he bad erected a temporary covering for 


— 


unn; the rifing ſtorm, therefore, as the children muſt 
wow be near home, ſerved only to increaſe the penſoroſo 
uſt of his mind, without alarming him. 

The wind encreafing, and the rain beating againſt the 
beine windows, Mrs. Walſingham ordered candles, and 
liefted the ſhutters to be. cloſed. 

Still her eyes were caſt down; ſtill the rifing ſigh wad 


burſt from her ſtruggling beart, till a flood of tears 


kemed a little to relieve her. 
per God's ſake, Mrs. Walbngham,” ſaid the 


Major, 4 if you would not change a day I had devoted 


. 


„ joy, into one of anguiſh, do not thus Mic yourſelf 
pu tear my very ſoul; has any new misfortune happen 

to vou? can my intereſt, my Sorwine, mphic, reſtore 
you to peace?“ 


Roſa had no fortune, no intereſt, to offer. . Ain 
weeping Mrs. Walſingham; but ſuch was the affection 


nd reſpect ſhe bore her, that to alleviate the ſufferings 


wich-leemed to rend her heart, ſhe felt at that moment 


lt he&could have given up exiſtence. " 
Mrs. Walfingbam aroſe; ſhe ruſhed from ben into 


tuRly heard. 


ih ei curtain before the glaſs not being drawn 
bole, the beheld her in an attitude that aſtoniſhed her. 


the carriage, horſe, and ſervant, who waited, for their 


ler iuterior apartment, from whence her highs were di- - 


Roſa voluntarily followed to the door:; it was ed 


of its eee and was kneeling with folded hands 
of ſuch arepolitory.  - 


low voice; © Roſa, this woman is a catholic ;. a rigid 


00, —we will have no {ad ftories to-day ; for God's ſake 
no ſorrowful recollection, no retroſpects, — ſad ſtory ! 


be that you have ſo long promiſed.” 


4 *tis a tale for other times; and: fo, my dear Mrs. 


# faltering accent, „to give you the outlines of my 


a 


* 
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She: had thrown back the ſmall doors of the ivory caſe 
which had often attracted Roſa. by the peculiar beauty 


and upcaſt gyes, before a golden crucifix, well worthy 


- Roſa had never feen any of the exerciſes of the catholic % 
religion ; the Major and his family were all member; off P 
the church of Scotland, and ſhe profeſſed the eſtabliſhes i" 
religion of the country in which ſhe was bred ; the cb. ® 
ject before her was therefore perfectly new, and almoſt 
unintelligible. „ e tx AM fa 
The Major, who had alſo inſtinRively ariſen, and ** 
followed his friend, retreated when he beheld ber. He » 

took Roſa's hand, Excellent creature,” ſaid he, ig a 3 


one ; the faith we profeſs is different, but we ſhall meet, 

I truſt, I know we ſhall meet where we ſhall have but 
one faith, in the preſeuce of one God.” he 
The ſcene and the ſubject, equally folemn, filled Roſa 

with a religious kind of awe; a few minutes elapſed; ba 
the ſobbings [ceaſed ; and Mrs. Walſingham returned i 
more compoſed, but not free from agitation. 
She ſeated herſelf,” aud after apologizing in a hurry- 
ing way for leaving them, “I promiſed,” ſaid ſhe, in 


wretched life, my ſad— ſad ſtory.“ 

« Sad ſtory !”* repeated the Major, eagerly, © no, 

what ſays my gentle Roſa? do you want a fad ltory?” 
% Ah no if a fad tory was at all deſirable, it would 


Name it not, anſwered the Major, with vivacity, 


Walüngha ; muſt your's be; for no fad tale will I hea a 
this evening; ſo order your coffee, and let me have ſom ſup 
brandy and water to raiſe my ſpirits.” , ug 

Mrs. Walfingham forced a ſmile, I have promileay and 
you both, and muſt perform,” ſaid ſhe ; © what it has col 1 
me to call up fortitude for the taſk, you can only cot the 
ceive from my eventful hiſtory. I am now calm able 
_ = We | F L « N 3 
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Not | to-night ! not to-night !“ interrupted the 


« Tt muſt be to-night, Major, or never.” "08 

«Never, then! never !”” the Major was alarmed to 
agitation, '** never do I wiſh to know what will give you 
pain-to relate ; ſpare me, Madam,” and he drank off 
the glaſs of brandy and water, which had been brought 


„ | 

The” coffee was ſerved; “ Sing me a ſong, Roſa,” 
faid he, and he drank a ſecond glaſs of brandy and wa- 
ter Mrs. Walfingham was Glent, and Roſa ſung ; the 
Major, full of falſe ſpirits, would alſo ſing, and the me- 
kncholy hoſteſs, alarmed at a third glaſs he wanted to 
drak, affected a chearfulneſs foreign to her feeling. 

The Major would have ſupper ; he would have claret, 
aud drink bumpers to many happy returns of that day 
he was indulgec. | 

Mrs. Walfingham had always lived in the moſt elegant 
vabits3 her retreat was not only furniſhed, but ſtored 
vith the kind of delicacies to which ſhe had been uſed. 

Donald was fileace perſonificd ; he was the purveyor, 
under ber directions, and his cart conveyed from Dundee 
md" Edinburgh ſuch purchaſes as by a common carrier 
uſt have excited eurioſity. hel 

The weather, which before ſunſet had menaced -a 
ſtorm, now encreaſed to a tempeſt ; the wind whiſtled 
wund the wee hooſe ; the ſoft murmurs of the ſtream 
was changed to à ruſhing diſcoloured cataract; and as the 
hour of repoſe drew nigh, the hoſteſs preſſed her gueſts 
bo take the ſhelter of her houſe for the night, which the 
Major poſitively declined, but warmly ſolicited her to ac- 
company them to Caſtle Gowrand, which ſhe us poſitively 
refuſed; and thus, from the ſame ſecret motive of de- 
lacy, two friends parted, who were beſt calculated to 
lpport each other, not only in a ſtormy September 
pits but through all the torms of three ſcore years 

_. * | 

The Major, with Donald for their guide, ſupported 
be trembling fteps ef the affrighted Roſa, who ſcarce 
eto keep her feet at paſſing the craggy point that 
ung the burnfide, ſhuddercd at the loud roaring.of 
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the ruſhing torrent, and ejaculated a prayer for the (fe. 
ty of the amiable woman ſhe had left, and for her own 
and her friend's ſafe arrival at the Caſtle. . 
The car was in waiting; but the wind, which now 
tore up the trees by their roots, and had already unroofed 
the temporary building, rendered it dangerous to attempt 
riding; the Major therefore ſent back the faithful Donald, 
| and putting one arm of Roſa under his own, the other 
4 under his ſervant's, took the open path. acroſs the field, 
and with the greateſt labour and difficulty, after three 
hours buffeting the ſtorm, which blew directly againſt 
-them, reached Caſtle Gowrand. . | 
The Major, with the moſt paternal ſolicitude, ordered 
the utmoſt care to be taken of Roſa, and before he would 
ſuffer his own dripping clothes. to be changed, ſaw her in 
her chamber, and carried to her bedſide a baſon of ſtrong 
whey, and after charging her not- to riſe the next day 
before dinner, retired, © fa 
The horrors of the ſtorm, which ftill raged with 
dreadful fury; torrents of rain, and what is by no means 
common in the north, loud burſts of thunder, and vivid 
flaſhes of lightning, prevented Roſa's ſlee ping; ber 
thoughts reverted to the lonely dwelling on the burnſide; 
the horrible roar, and even ſprays of water that had 
reached her on the corner of the era gy clift.; the war 
of elements that had in her imagination defaced all the 
calm beauties of a terreſtrial paradiſe, and the melan- 
choly of the dear inhabitant of that ſolitary ſpot, were 
ſubjects of meditation, from which ſhe could not detach 
her ideas till day break; when the violence of the wind 
1 . abated, and ſhe En into a profound ſleep, from which ſhe 


, 
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The Major proved mortal, his wife politic, and the Beggar 
in a new character, among new acquaintances of different 


Tur firſt object of Roſa's enquiry, after ſeeing the 
young ladies, was the Major, whom the ſervant ſaid was 
noh det viſible. She then with her young friends com- 
menced the employments-of the morning till the dinner 
warming bell rung; ſtill the Major was not viſible; his 
ſervant, who had been at his chamber door ſeveral times 
in the coutfe of the- morning, now entered it, and uu- 
drawing the \ curtains, found his good maſter dreſſed, but 
40 an apparent ſtate of inſenſibility; his face frightfully 
diſtorted, and his eyes cloſed. | 

Theforrow and diftreſs ſuch an event-could not fail to 
occation, in a family where the maſter was a-common 
father, and where the · diſtracted children had not a mo- 
tber preſent to meliorate the violence of their feelings 
may be cafily conceived, Roſa, though not leſs grieved 
than the poor girls who clung-to her for ſupport and com- 
fort, was the only being whoſe. preſence of mind was not 
lot in this ſudden calamity ; the waters were every where 
out, but a faithful domeſtic undertook, at the riſſc of 
us life, to go by Kinhorne to Edinburgh, for medical 
alſtance, the doctor who reſided in the adjoining village, 
proteſſing himſelf at a total loſs how to-proceed. 

Another wan alſo undertook to make the beſt of his 
wy to Inverary, which was about the ſame diſtance 
trom Caffle Gowrand as Edinburgh, exactly the con- 
r and the road ſtill more expoſed to inunda- 

— 


During twenty-eight hours, that elapſed from the time 
theſe 1 ſent off, to LE return of the firſt 
from Edinburgh, with the beſt medical aſſiſtance, among 
mom one was the Major's moſt particular friend, Rola 
bent torn with grief and affright, at the me- 
lacholy {peQacie a By by the Major's bedfide, 

| „„ 
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und was carried from thence in à fainting Gt ſoon after 
the Doctor's arrival. | \ 
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* Notwithſtanding the deplorable ſituation in which the 
Major had lain ſo many hours, the faculty gave hope of 


a partial recovery; every effort was uſed,” and after x 
conſultation, to which the country practitioner was in- 
wited, the gentlemen, who were all of eminent and ex. 


ten i ve practice, returned to Edinburgh, except the 
Major's particular friend, who, with Mr. Alexander 


"Frazer, writer to the ſignet, another very particular 
friend, ſtaid to watch the turn of the diſorder, and ſee 
"Mrs. Buhanun, whoſe return was retarded by the floods 
Which every where overflowed the roads. 


The third day, however, after riding beſt part of the 


way through the fields on horſe back, no carriage being 
able to pals the road, ſhe arrived at Caſtle Gowrand. 


Mrs. Buhanun's was a vain, a thoughtleſs, an inconfi- 


\derate, and a ſtubborn, but not à corrupt heart ; it was 


impoſſible to live ſeventeen years with Major Bubanun, 
aud not reſpe& the mild” benevolence of his temper and 


diſpoſition. ; and all the latent aſſection which ſo good a 

man could” not fail to infpire, was rouſed into ſenſible 
feeling, by the fight which preſented to Mrs. Buhanun 
at her entrance into her huſband's chamber. 


There lay the father of her «hildren, his features in 


"gdced returned to their uſual form, but his inanimate bod 
"and half cloſed eyes totally immoveable. 


Roſa, fitting on one fide the bed, pale as marble 


Doctor Cameron bn the other, his eyes red and ſwollen 


Emma and ſeſſy on their knees, with each a cheek relt 
ing on the lap of their young inſtructreſs, and a ſilene 
reigned To uniform and unbroken, except by the hard 


breathing of the apparently dying Major, that it migh 


be aptly called the chamber of death. 

Mrs. Buhanun ſhrieked, and burſting into tears, thre 
herſelf” befide her huſband ; ſhe bathed his paſſive bang 
with tears, lamented her eſtrangement from his affectio 
implored his forgiveneſs of her faults, and gave full wa 


to thoſe exceſſes which are ſure to agitate weak minds 


any ſudden calamity. 
Whether the nature of the diſeaſe was to undergo 
ſudden change, or whether the medicines with which! 


= 
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ms ſupplied, by advice of, the faculty, happened to 
operate at that inſtant, thoſe better verted in the natural 
cauſes and effect than the author, will determine. At 
the moment when Mrs. Buhanun, in loud and diſtracted 
tones, lamented. the total loſs of her buſband's faculties, © 
bis axed eyes rolled in their orbits, he moved his hand- 
md made a faint attempt to turn his head. rn 
Doctor Cameron, his attentive and watchful friend, 
not more ſurpriſed than rejoiced at ſo favourable a ſymp- 


3 = 


hdy, whoſe aſtoniſhment at leaſt equalled her grief, ſuf- 
fred herſelf to be led by Mr. Frazer to the door of her 
own chamber. ; 
From this moment Doctor Cameron gave ſome hope 
of the Major's recovery of his mental faculties, and con- 
Aueh himſelf: the unremitting watch of every breath 
his patient drew in this humane avocation he was per- 
laps not a little gratified by the conſtant viſitation and 
pint attention of one of the maſt beautiful females he 
lad ever beheld ; no hour paſſed without Roſa's attend- 
mee at the bedſide of the Major, and the poor Doctor, 
while he ſaw with approbation and delight, the anxious 
lolicitude of fond and grateful friendſhip, ſwallowed large 
agnes of that paſſion which is ſaid to be the bane or _ , 
veſling of its victims. gw 92 
Mrs. Buhanan, in all cafes of emergeney, was the 
nolt helpleſs of human beings ; after the firſt emotions, 
which the fight of her huſband in ſuch a dreadful ſtate 
naturally raiſed, and in which perhaps conſcience had 
me ſhare, ſhe conſidered Roſa as a being who had not 
ply power, but inclination to ſave ber much terror as 
well as trouble; the fight of the Major terrified her, and 
he could not Poa the care of him to common ſervants; _ 
but Miſs. Roſa, ah her * Major! loved no body ſo 
Nell, and ho therefore ſo proper to become ſtationary 
bs room, when ſhe herſelf thought it but decent to 
like to her own, where indeed a thouſand refleQions 
ud recollections aſſailed her. re Fas | 

Ms. Buhanun's: fortune not entitling her to a jointure, 
deen aſked by her provident papa, nor any 
red by the Major ; ſo that her beauty and accompliſh- AGF 
ent were wholly at his mercy ;, and though ignorant in 

| , * 1 N33 * IR.” b moſt | 
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tom, directly ordered the room to be cleared; and the 1 i F 
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molt reſpects of the uſage of the world, the knew i 


N would be of more advantage te her if her huſband died 
ont a will, than if he made one, with certain in- 


frefſions rankling on his mind. N 
But Mr. Frazer, who was the moſt polite and gallant 


oF men, had a few things to whiſper in her ear, that 


raiſed ſome diſagreeable viſions, and Teft her no leſs 
anxious about her own future, than her huſband's preſent 
fate; both Ms, Frazer and Doctor Cameron were truſts 
to-a will made a few years back by Major Buhanun. 

„ A will!“ exclaimed the afflited lady, © is it 
poſſible ? can he then have acted with ſo much art?“ 
Mr. Frazer was one of thoſe clever men, who could 


talk with a prodigious portion of ſmooth eloquence on 


friendſhip, tender paſſion, and ſenſibility, while his heart 


was totally inacceſſible to the ſenſations that reſult from 


Doctor Cameron, on the contrary, poſſeſſed a heart 
- tenderly alive to every ſentiment of generous and diſin- 


of the feelings that agitated his own benevolent ſoul 2 
language others might underſtand, except: indeed the 


either. 


tereſted attachment 3 to all the fine ligaments that bind 
the foul of man to-man ; to the ſofteſt humanity, and to 
the molt ſteady friendſhip ;. without power to give any 


language of noble and diſintereſted actions, in which no 
man could, or did ſpeak. more to the purpoſe. - 

That two perſons, ſo very unlike, ſhould. be on term 
of confidential friendſhip witk each other, and the choſen 


friends of a man ſo different from. both, is one of. the 
 entgmas of human events, which every. day puzzles, 
without making us wiſer or better. 


Mrs. Buhanun having underſtood! from certain hints 


and muendos, how much ſhe might in time to come be 


obliged to the good offices of Mr. Frazer, paid bim the 


moſt marked attention, while the modeſt Doctor Came- 


ron, with. at tealt equal power, was left to the dangerous 
Jociety of a lovely woman, to whoſe poliſhed' manners 
and fine mind, were added every female graee that fur- 


priſe, that pleaſe, that flatter, that affect, and that pain 


the mind of man. 4 

The Doctor's characteriſtic was extreme modeſij 
which, while a numerous liſt · of moſt reſpectable 1 
n N | I 1, | ' . | | or | F 
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ad patients relied implicitly on his ſkill, was ſo predo- 
inge in his nature, that diffident of himſelf in every” 
other inſtance, be ſometimes even doubted his own judge 
ment as a medical man. 9 * 

It was very injurious to his intereſt, and inconvenient 
n every lenfe to him, to remain longer at Caſtle Gow- 
nnd; he would nevertheleſs have continued with his 
friend, without dropping a ſyllable reſpecting his own 
affairs, had it not occurred” to him, That in the mul- 
tpheity of counſellors there is wiſdom,” and that with 
an opportunity to conſult his: brethren of the faculty. on 
every change in the patient's ſtate they would poſſiblx 
ſoggelt ſome remedy that might eſcape him. He hinted 
ths to Mrs. Buhanung who confulted Mr. Frazer. þ 

Mr. Frazer had no modeſty, nor had he a very great 
pres o buſineſs; but he choſe to affect both; and being 
a man-muck better quahfied te look into a,lady's eye 
thin any Uncle Toby in Chriſtendom, was hot afraid 
of taking from thoſe of Mrs. Buhanun, a cue, by which 
to frame his anſwer ; and in conſequence was for follow- 
ag Door Cameron's advice immediately. 3 

o confeſs the truth, had the whole college of phy- 

ticans laid their heads together, for a preſcription to 
pleaſe Mrs. Bubanun, they could not have ſucceeded fo 
well, for” ſhe had many a tedious year ſigbed for what 
was now to happen; ſhe longed much to ſee Edinburgh, - 
adlonged more that Edinburgh ſhould ſee her. | 

Lord Aaron Horſemagog, a nobleman of the beſt. 
blood and the worſt manners in all Scotland, was of the 
party-at'Inverary, where Kattie fill remained; he had 
Gneed with Mrs. Buhanun, and paid her ſome very ex- 
invagant compliments on the charms both of herſelf 
ad daughter, and he now ſent his groom- twenty miles 
wery morning, to enquire after the Major's health; this 
nobleman” had apartments at Holy-rood-houſe, which, 
tough he never oceupied, he retained; and as ſoen as 
be anderflood the fick man was to be removed, and con- 
quently accompanied by his charming family, he very 
een made them an offer of his apartments, which 
ea graciouſly accepted by the diſtreſſed wife. | 


_ Ws. A litter 
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A litter was therefore immediately. borrowed from a 
' Mobleman, within a few miles, whoſe lady, in the 1:6 
ſage of a conſumption, having perſuaded herſelf ſhe 
Mould recover at home, had been brought there from 
Path to- die. N | 
Mrs. Buhanun's firſt plan was to take ſuch a number 
gf fervants'with her as would be wanting to attend on 
her huſband, herſelf, and_Kattie ; but by no means to 
< be ineumbered with the two younger girls, or their prim 
companion; but after a whole night*s moſt agreeable de. 
rium, ſhe conſidered,” that the Major's confinement 
might be long, and the event uncertain ; that the Scotch 
are rigid obſervers of propriety ; that leaving ſo reſpe&. 
able a man; her huſband; the father of her children; 
to the eare of ſervants, while her daughter and ſelf were 
engaged, paying and receiving viſits to and from a great 
number of dear friends, whoſe winters were paſſed in 
- _ Edinburgh, would go a great way towards ultimately 
ſhutting: the doors againſt her of thoſe very dear friends. 
by whom ſhe was moſt defirous to be well received. 
The: principle of humanity; though it be often ſuffered 
to he ſo dormant as to admit a donbt of its exiſtence, 
was, ſhe had ſeen in too many inſtances to doubt, a native 
trait of the country, ſure to be' rouſed into action by 
ſickneſs, | diſtreſs,” or death; and though- ſhe had darcd 
ſo much at home, in her own circle, when the Major 
Was in health, yet in the eye of his friends, family, and 
connexions at Edinburgh, ſhe knew to negle& hᷣim would 
be followed by a neglect of her dearer /e/f; and the only 
 <Expecient to ſave appearances and preſerve her from the 
neceſſity of conſining herſelf to a ſick chamber, at length 
occurred in the attention and concern of Roſa. 
During two years that Roſa had refided at Caſtle 
Gowrand, her name had not paſſed Mrs. Buhanun's lips 
to any of ber friends. She never went out but to the 
burnſide, and to ride over the almoſt barren and unculti- 
vated hills for exerciſe, nor ſaw a ſtranger at home but al 
the miniſter, who being conſidered by Mrs, Buhanun as 
nd body, ſhe ſometimes dined with. But on this occa- of 
ſion the lady did all poſſible juſtice to the attachment 
and affection that ſubſiſted between her huſband and a 
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friend ; ſhe would take Roſa. with her to Edin- 
burgh.z the Major, if he were reſtored. to recollection, 
would not be fo happy with any body; and, in ſhort, re- 


collecting ſeveral inſtances of paralytic people living many | 


years a burthen, on their friends, ſhe reſolved Roſa ſhould: 


bear that burthen in her family; and although carrying 


ber from the retired apartments at Caſtle Gowrand, to 
where ſhe might poſſibly be ſeen, and certainly would 
he talked of, if it were only for her excellence as a nurſe, 


was a direct ſubverſion. of all Mrs. Bubanun's politics; 
yet as nothing could, in her opinion, be more irkſome- 


than confinement, or more dreadful than the Major's bed · 
ide, while continued diſorder was a tax on her feelings, 
which the already found inſupportable, ſhe at once got 


over all her © qpyands rather than take on herſelf an 
it muſt be granted no woman in Scot» 


ole, ſor whic 
und was leſs qualißed. | | 

- Two indiſpenfible- appendages to this arrangement, 
vere the tall over-grown girls her younger daughters; 
which was, in fact, to remove the whole family from the 
cheap and beautiful retreat of Caſtle Gowrand, and coop 


dem up in a few large rooms in the boſom of a rock at 
Edinburgh. 


But Edinburgh dear Edinburgh! the gay London 
of the North, where ſhe bad for ſo mapy years longed 


to blaze, and where, while ſhe had no doubt of ſtill at- 
infing admirers herſelf, ſhe alſo longed to ſhew her 


beautiful daughter, filled all her ideas; but it was poli- 
tic not neceſſary, to take the opinion of both the gen- 


lemen, to whom in a ſhort time ſhe might be obliged 
bor many indulgences, which ſhe had a pre · ſentiment the 
Major's will might happen to leave in their power; and 
thus was the queſtion ſtated, 5 She bad always been in 
te habit of keeping her children under her own eye.” 

«How amiable !” ſaid Mr. Frazer, 8 Ih 
© Humph,” quoth Doctor Cameron. 


- 


tall 19 though indeed they were very young, all her 


e amazing tall of their age, without the care 


As parent.” | 


ee lovely creatures,” Mr. Frazer ſaid. . - 
x * ö * Doctor 


N 4 


Therefore ſhe could not thiuk of leaving two ſuch ; 


** 
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Doctor Cameron fighed, the word ( Major,” roſe in 
a flood of mental tendernefs to his lips, but there it 
« "That the expence in which the Major's ilIneſs mutt 


' neceſſarily involve her, would be doubled by keeping 


houſe at Caſtle Gowrand, while ſhe was herſelf at Edin. 


' burgh attending her dear Major.“ 


of the gentlemen was fo charmed with Mrs. Bu. 
hanun's ceconomy, that he approved that plan in toto, 
which the other as totally diſapproved ; but as Mrs. Bu- 
hanun, when ſhethought proper to pay them the com- 


pliment of aſking their advice, had finally made up her 


own mind, and as when that was done, it was, as the 
reader has ſeen, not eaſily changed, ſhe was grateful to 


Mr. Frazer, for adding the weight of his opinion to 
her's, ſorry Doctor Cameron objected to her maternal 


arrangements, and very much afraid this was only a 
lude to her ſufferings, from that art in the Major which 


bad induced him to make a will without conſulting her, 


who was, and ought to be, ſo materially concerned in it. 
Mr, Frazer ſmiled and bowed. 
Doctor Cameron's feat grew uneaſy ; he removed to 
a fofa, then again to his chair; his colour roſe, his lips 


Ro. quivered, and Mrs. Buhanun exulted in his viſible agita- 


_ eceded. 


tion, which ſhe attributed to confuſion at her ſuperior 
ſpirit, eloquence, and wit. | | 
after two or three efforts to ſpeak, ſuc- 


He thought Mrs. Buhanun leſs happy in the choice 


bel ber phraſes, than he had ever remembered her; and if 


1 


erratas were allowed to ſpeech, as well as writing, he ſhould 
take the liberty to recommend a reviſat of what ſhe had 
lat ſpoken, in which caſe her own heart would ſuggeſt 
the propriety of ſubſtituting wi/dom for art. | 
Mrs. Buhanun crimſoned, and ſcornfully left the room 
reſolved to do as ſhe herfelf thought right; but the ſmil- 
ing bow of the talkative man, and the ſevere reproof of 
the filent one, fixed her opinion of both; ſhe was in 


. conſequence to one all ſmiles and complaiſance, wo the 


(her over reſpect and cold reſerve. __ py 
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The hour was now fixed for their departure; but ſhe ; 


bad left Kattic at Inverary, and was embarraſſed how to 
get her properly protected to Edinburgh. ; | 
Mr. Frazer was born for her ſervice ; he had a prodi- - 
ous penchant for ſuperior connexion ; Kattie was at 
the houſe of a nobleman, and if Mr. Frazer undertook. 
to remove Mrs. Buhanun's difficulties on her account, he. 
mult, at leaſt, for a few hours, be at the houſe of a no- 
bleman too; ſo that affair was ſettled, and Mrs. Buhanun 
proteſting Mr. Frazer was the beſt creature breathing, 
ſet about packing for Edinburgh. | 
Many of the tedious hours which, during this interval, 


our heroine paſſed by the bed - ſide of her dying friend, - 
were accompanied by the daughters of that worthy man, 


who learned truly to eſtimate ſo good a father, and. to ; 
weep his loſs of her from whoſe other leſſons they had 
benefited ſo much. | . 


Doctor Cameron was alſo gengtally at his poſt, and - 
wile appearing to be filently watching his friend, iabaled 
portions of a diſcaſe. often as incurable, if not as 


fatal, as that which had ſo reduced the Major. | 
Doctor Cameron was not ſo young as to miſtake a 
trankent inclination for a ſerious attachment, nor ſo old 


to be incapable. of- feeling paſſion in the- fulleſt and - © 


ſtrongeſt ſenſe. * 92 #1 
Major Bubanur had known both the gentlemen from 


children, to whom he had confided ſo ſacred a truſt as - 


the care of his own. | 


Doctor Cameron was'a gentleinan of good family, 4 
beral education,» great profeſſional reputation, and {trift * 
Wander, The -taciturnity of his manner was the joint 


elle& of <xceſſive modeſty and extreme ſenſibility; no 
man knew how to talk ſo well, no man exerciſed that 
mowledge ſo lietle. The Major's acquaintance with his 
lather had. rendered him perfectly converſant with the 
nnen, the integrity, and eccentricity of the ſon; and as 
is his opinion, old men ſhould fix on younger ones 
for —— to their family, he preferred the Doctor to 
Meiers. * e 

Me Alexander Frazer was indehted to the ingenuity. 
me mtegrity of his father for the honour and advantage 
«the I r's frĩiendſhip. A  penntio 4 4 14 
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Old Frazer was an exceeding good wright, the Scotch 
phraſe for *© carpenter,” and as good a farmer; he had 
For many years before his death filled the office of looker, 
af Caſtle rund, 4 phraſe that implicates the com- 
bined duties of ſteward and bafhff, in the domeſtic ar- 
rangements- of the ſecond claſs of ſuperior people in 
Scotland, and had, as moſt ſtewards do, realized a ſmall 
fortune, with what is not always attached to the ſituation, 


a good character ; which fortune, with the more valuable 
acquifition of Major Bubanun's friendſhip, defeended to 


his fon. ; 
Mr. Alexander Frazer's education being more claffical, 
more refined, and more in the way of the world than his 
father could boaſt, and having moreover been brought 
up to the law, his natural cunning was ſo much improved 
by bis profefiion, and his profeſſion fo aided by cunning, 
that he entirely poſſeſſed the confidence of the Major, 
and managed many of his pecuniary, and all his law 
concerns.” Indeed he derived advantages, from this coun- 
tenance and confidence of his patron, ſuperior to any his 
father had even thought of, and was now ſo high in 
eſteem, that we ſee him on the eve of entering oa the 
miſt ſacred of all truſts. | 5 neg | 
Major Buhanun had fo high opinion of the ability and 
integrity of this his man of buſineſs, another Scots 
" phraſe, that Doctor Cameron, who had from infancy 
_ conlidered the Major as infallible, adopted his ſentiments 
and partiality with ſuch zeal, ab greatly to forward the 
uitereſt of the writer; who was on his part too wary to 
. negle& any means which induſtry, application to buſineſs, 
and apparent fair and open conduct could ſuggeſt, to cul- 
vate the friendſhip of a man of whoſe power to ſerre 
him he was perfectly ſenſible. * 
I faid Doctor Cameron, „there be an honeſt 
writer in Edinburgh, Sandy Frazer is the man.” 

80 faid the; Dos oug! 
his Yeracity was never queſtioned, his judgment, on this 
po was certainly not a little doubted by a great num» 

of people, who fancied themſelves much better ac- 

— 21 with the boneſty of Mr. Sandy Frazer than 


or, and fo he thought ; but 24 


©" * Duriog Mrs. Bubanun's * 7 will, ſhall I b conſul 
„ tation on the arrangements for the Edinburgh journey), 
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eroige had not heen once mentioned; but from the 
ealar attention that lady invariably paid her, when 

he could fo far get the better of her extreme dejection 
of ſpirits, as to bear to paſs a few minutes in her huſ. - 
ids chamber, where Roſa's whole time and care was 
engaged; and where in general the young ladies were her 
companions, the Doctor could not doubt but ſhe too was 
to make a part of the numerous and expenſive ſuite in- 
tended to be carried to Edinburgh, and which was in- 
deed the only part of the plan in which his mind ac- 
corded, as he could by no means adopt Mrs. Buhanun's 
opinion, in reſpect to the diſintereſted friendſhip of the 
nobleman, who had offered to accommodate her with his 
apartments, avy more than he could accede to the pro- 
priety of her acceptance of it. v 

Lord Aron Horſemagog was not, in point of age, 
too young a man tò be ſuſpected of deſigns on the hand- 
ſme Mrs. Buhanun, nor was he, according to the taſte 
for which he was pretty notorious, too old to intend cer- 
tain arrangements with a very young Miſs to one of theſe 
motives. Dr. Cameron, on the authority of his lord- 
ſhip's eſtabliſhed character, attributed his extraordinary 
attention to the convenience of the Major's family; for 
never yet had Lord Aron Horſemagog been accuſed of 
one net of difinterefted generoſity z nor out of thouſands, 
laviſhed on the minions of his vices, and the gratification: 
of his paſſions, had one inſtance been recorded of his 
paſting” with a fingle convenience, or a ſolitary guinea, to 
allemate forrow,- or relieve dilkrels 440 

Under the impreſſion this nobleman's known diſpo- 
ltion left on bis nrind, not even the hope of the con- 
tinued preſence of the object of his adoration, could dif- 
pel the chagrin which clouded his brow, when he re- 
turned to the Major's chamber, and informed Roſa of 
the arrangement Mrs. Bubanun had juſt made, in con- 
ſequence of which. the whole family would be on the 
wad to Edinburgh in a few hours. Ws LDR 
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"CHAP. xxv.. 


how ſoon a jealous man may, if he pleaſe, become rational; 
» together with a new old woman's ſong, and a lady's won- 
| derful penetration. into rovidential cauſes and effefts. 


4. | | | | ; 
| Tur world,“ ſays Pantagruel, * is full of large li- 
braries and learned books; and we may venture to aſſert 


that no ſubjec has been more univerſal, becauſe none has 
more generally accorded with the feelings of all nations 


and all ages, than the divine inſpiration -of love; and 


notwithſtanding one ancient amorous writer aſſerts, that, 


_ «who were able to rid the world of lazineſs, would ca- 

fily fruſtrate all the deſigns of Cupid ;** and another ſurly 
one calls it, “the occupation of folks deſtitute of all 
other occupation; yet we may ſay with our own more 
modern, and not leſs enlightened bard, | 
The lunacy is ſo ordinary, that the whippers are in love 
too. | 

The moſt able caſuiſts,- the moſt profound philoſophers, - 
the moſt eloquent orators, the moſt ſkilful lawyers, and 
the moſt devout divines, have not thought their talents - 
degraded, nor their pens unprofitably employed, in trac- 
ing the riſe, progreſs, and effect of this all-ſubduing biaſs 
of the human mind ; and however differently they may 
deſcribe, or feel themſelves affected by that ſame love, 
which „ Makes the young undertake every thing, and 
the old forget every thing ;7 and which 

V . * Now conceals his piercing eye, | 
3 And now, like Argus, every thing Abende; 

Woo brings to view the grace that ſhuns the ligbt, 

Aud midſt a thouſand guards directe the lover's ſightz” 

one point is agreed to by all, namely, that diffidence is 
ever the companion of genuine paſſion, reſting therefore 
on a proof ſo unequivocal, we may ſafely pronounce that 
flame which every moment increaſed in the boſom of Doe 
tor Cameron, to be truly genuine; for though he ſat whole 
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bol and-often alone, with our heroine ; though he 
ould not look at her without a ſigh, touch her without 
trembling, or hear her without rapture, he had not the 
courage Even to hope, that a ſoul with whoſe feelings and 
featiments his own was in perfect uniſon, would either 
comprehend or reward a paſſion, which Roſa was too 
much abſorbed in grief to obſerve ; and though in her 
eighteenth year, too little conſcious of the power of her 
own charms, to aſcribe it to the right cauſe, if ſhe 
had. 4 | * 
From the time the removal of the Major to Edin- 
burgh-was fixed, Roſa had underſtood, that Mrs. Buha- 
non was the only perfon of his family, befides domeſtics, 
who were defigned to attend him thither ; and though 
eitcumſtanced as ſhe was with Mrs. Bubanun, ſhe could 
not offer to retain that ſtation at Edinburgh which ſhe 
was ſuffered to fill by his bedfide at Caftle 'Gowrand : * 
yet when Doctor Cameron, who ſuppoſed ber included 
in the family arrangements, informed her of it, her heart 
dilated with all the joy it could in ſuch circumſtances 
ſeel3 to attend her beſt friend as long as life laſted, to 
watch thoſe glimmerings of reaſon, the Doctor hoped 
might yet return, and to be recogniſed by him perform- 
ng the duties of gratitude and friendſhip, was all the 
favor the wiſhed, and more than ſhe had dared to hope 
hom Mrs. Buhanun, . 1 

Mrs. Walfingham, however, at that moment, ſhot 
xcrols her mind, and viſibly checking the rifing ſatisfac- 
tion in her countenance, overſpread it with a p Son that 
could not eſcape the Doctor's obſervation; and the agi- 
tated earneſtygeſs, with which ſhe requeſted him to pro- 
miſe he would not leave the Major's room for three houts | 
ſhe wiſhed to be abſent, raiſed ſenſations in his mind too 
painful and too enigmatical to be explained even to him- 
lf; de however anſwered, he was happy in any reſpeR 
to oblige her; and ſcarce had he ſpoken before Mrs, Bu- 
unn, Jed by Mr. Frazer, entered. | | 

The" fight of the Major was really ſhocking; it al- 
. a flood of tears from the bright eyes of his 

& who, too much aſſected to make a long ſtay, ex- 
oo great civility, to Roſa, that ſhe would be 
dite to Edinburgh; and after having _ ; 

| 1 | | , 
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her face at the opening of the bed curtains, further ex. 
ined, that as ſhe found herſelf too ill to travel without 
maid; as the two girls, Emma and Jeffy, would alſo 


ride with her in her chaiſe ; as ſhe knew Miſs Roſa 


would beſt like to be with her friend ; as. that friend, if 
he ſhould be: ſenſible; would be beſt pleaſed to ſee her 
near him ; and, finally, as the litter was large enough to 
contain two perſons; belide the bed on which the Major 
lay, ſhe had ſettled it for her to accompany the nurſe, 
Doctor Cameron feemed thunderſtruck ; he looked at 
Roſa; the provident attention of Mrs. Buhanun ſeemed 
neither to ſurpriſe nor diſpleaſe her, but on the contrary, 
if the deep reverie in which ſhe was almoſt loſt to pre- 
ſent objects, was at all interrupted, it was by an ex- 
preſſion of pleaſed acquieſcence to the meaſure which 
fiiruck him as ſo unfeeling and indelicate, that the taci- 
turnity of his temper was on the point of being ſuper- 
ceded by indignation, when the lady, baving finiſhed her 
half order, and half communication, made a haſty courtſy, 
and quitted the room, leaving the Doctor engroſſed by 
ſome few wiſhes, which followed each other too cloſe for 
the immediate gratification of all. 
Firſt, as the idea of ſhutting up a lovely blooming 
young woman in a litter with a man in the Major's ſitu- 
ation, for the length of time it would take, to convey 
- him-tg Edinburgh, was an expedient he firmly believed, 
no perſon living would have ſuggeſted, fave Mrs. Buha- 
nun herſelf, he wiſhed to follow her for the ſole purpoſe 
of oppoſing it. | "x 
Then on ſuppoſitian the fair lady of the Caſtle was 
too well ſatisfied with the plan ſhe had fo adroitly laid, 
to alter it, except it could be done without arranging 
the minutelt point in her own convenience, he had 
ready contrived: how to do away all poſſible objections, 
and prevent Roſa's being ſo. improperly diſpoſed of, at 
.* one and the ſame time ; this he wiſhed to explain to 
' Mira, Buhahnuo.  :. _ - | | ; 
ht there was one thing he more wiſhed for than ei- 
ther of the preceding, Which was to know, what buſi- 
neſs, purſait, or engagement it could poſſibly be, that 
had fo ſuddenly changed our heroine's n. - 
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reidered her ſo anxious to retain him as her ſubſtitute, 
here he had ſo late been her companion. TW 
Should this hiſtory be honoured: by the peruſal of any 
ye taciturne' gentleman in his fortieth year, who is, 
Hehe firſt time in his life, imbibing a paſſion for a beau» 
Uu girl under eighteen; and ſhould ſuch gentleman, . 
in the very moment he has promiſed to remain by the 
fide of a fick, or even dying friend, on a ſudden ſuſpe&. 
that moment is intended to be given by the ſaid beau- 
tiful girl under eighteen, to a rival younger and more 
attractive than himſelf, he will clearly underſtand on wat 
temptation Doctor Cameron ſlipped a guinea note into 
the hand of the nurſe, promiſed a locket to Jeſſy, and 
a chain to Emma, by way of ſtimulus to their attention 
to the Major, and broke his promiſe, as he would then 
have done any other promiſe, however ſacred or. binding, 
in order to make ſo grand a diſcovery, by following the 
feather footed Roſa, as ſhe darted along the paddock: in 
bght'ef the chamber window. ' 
Doctor Cameron did not ſtep quite ſo light as Roſa, ; 
beat leaſt kept ſuch an equal pace, that he retained the 
wew of her ſylph · like form till ſhe entered the glen, here 
the intricacy of the path, and ſudden turnings, rendered 
bis purſuit leſs eaſy, and obliged him to make uſe of more 
agility than was either pleaſant or natural to him; but 
the difficulty only increaſed his eagerneſs, and . by:. daſh» 
ing through the yet remaining pools of water, which ſhe 
took a few ſteps to avoid, he kept near enough to the fair 
object he followed, to obſerve her increaſing cagerneſs 
and agitation, without being perceived by her. | 
From the time when Major Buhanun. was diſcovered * 
in the unhappy ſituation in which he: now lay; to that 
when firſt Doctor Cameron, and then Mrs. Buhanun, in- 
lormed her ſhe was to attend him to Edinburgh, her 
heart had been ſo truly affected, and her attention ſo en- 
frolled'by- his calamity, and ſhe ſo well knew the affliction 
Mer, Walſingham would ſuffer, while he continued in ſo 
deplorable a ſtate, that ſhe had put off writing to that 
Made woman ſrom hour to hour; firſt from-abſolute 
inability t9-put- her diſtreſs. and apprehenſion, into lan- 
Mzethat would: not overwhelm her with ſorrow, and 
Mer, in hope, (as Doctor Cameron admitted the poſ- 
| © {bilny). 
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fibility) of a change that might ſoſten the afflicting tid. 
ings ; thus ſhe had Sy l 


ſometimes wondering ſhe did not hear from the burn 


"fide, and at others, hoping the graceful ſolitaire: there, 
was already acquainted with the misfortune ſhe - dreaded. 
to communicate ; but her affeQion and gratitude were 
now equally. intereſted in. reſpect to Mrs. Walſingham; 
fince to leave the country, without ſeeing a friendYo dear 
and ſo amiable, without giving and receiving all the con- 
ſolation the dreadful ſituation of their mutual friend could 
admit, would have been not only unſeeling. but cruel. 

As ſhe lightly ſeemed to- bound before the Doctor, her 
heart beat with a ſenſat ion of: eager friendſhip, as if it 
ſought to · burſt the mortal confinement of her boſom, and 
fly to the friend who now engroſſed all her thoughts; 
her pace quickened; ſhe ran; ſhe flew-towards the de- 
clivity ; While he, more confirmed in the idea, that ſuch 


ment, could with great difficulty, and frequent aid from 
the drooping branches of the trees he paſſed, keep his feet, 
as eq eager, and no leſs agitated, he ſtill followed 
thoſe Reps which, with-a pang-as new-as-undefined, he 


no poſitively concluded carried her, inſenſible of fatigue, 


to an appointment with ſome favoured lover. | 
As the Doctor was careful to keep beyond the angle 
of each impervious turning, he had not perceived the 
corner of the precipice which.overhung the burn · and to- 
tally oonesaled from him the building under it, till he 
was ſuddenly fo frightened by a ſhriek from Roſa, that 
he loſt his balance and fell; a ſecond ſhriek rendered him 
; hivulnerable to» bodily pain; his knees and face were 
bruiſed, but he was inſenſible to every thing but the louder 


and Jouder+ ſhrieks that thrilled through his heart, and- 


preſaged ſome horrible event, though of what nature it 
was impoſſible for him even to . ö 
| Roſa's feet, ſcarce touched. the craggy declivity; and 
2s wild and precipitate the deſcended © 
| In vain oppoſed the craggy mountains ſtood, . 
I be rapid torrent and perplexing. wood ; 
Mis eyes, as well us feet; followed her; he looked round 
with trembling anxiety, but ſaw nothing that could lead 
to the diſcovery his ſoul panted after. : 
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The ravage of the late tempeſt was indeed very viſible; 
trees torn up by the roots, and ſcattered branches, lay _ 
promileuoully by the burn fide; the waters were not yet 
returned to their uſual bounds, large fragments of rock, 
recently brought down by the flood, here ſtopped the 
liſcoloured torrent, which there guſhed on in foaming 
Arete. Here is defolation, thought the doctor; but 
it is a deſolation of jnanimates, and cannot affect 

At that inſtant the tottering corner of a cottage. 
caught bis eye ; it appeared de Load on part of a rock” 
which the ſtorm had divided x pieces of broken furniture 
by, half covered with water, in the: chaſms of ſome 
large ones ; looking ſtill more earneft on another corner 
of the divided rock, at the very edge of the water, he 
perceived a female fitting, and Roſa, who by this time 
che the deſolate ſpot, fink ſenſeleſs by her de. 

Doctor Cameron was no longer jealous, The ſurface 
of the rack where Roſa now lay was nearly covered by 
ter g he raiſed her wet and ſenſeleſs, in his arms; no 
telter but the corner of the hut was near ; it was not a 
noment fon canſideration reſpecting its ſafety ; thither 
carried his inſenſible burthen, and called to the wo- 
man toraitance. ,, PF. 

Ah wae es me!“ cried ſhe, regardleſs of his pray- 

* for allſtanec,. © wae es me! ai caunna greet nae 
lnger z baith mine auld! een are dree —ah wae wae es 

ne | mine ain bonnie cheild, my gude Donald, my bra 
him thy pure mither es wat an cauld, ſpeering oot - 
lor her winſome laud l ah wae wae ! wat an cauld es my 
Donald; hes nae coomd bauk tull his pure mither ; 

me was es mel | TOOL. ; 

While the woman was thus bewailing herſelf, the 
DoRtor finding ſhe would not, or could not aſſiſt” him, 

m ung every effort to recover Roſa, who, when ſne 

ened her eyes, recogniſed a ſpot too full of terrors to 
pes moment to ſurpriſe at the ſight of him; her head 
wk on his breaſt, and ſhe burſt into tears. | 

The woman, in a voice broken by ſorrow and age, 
_— . " WOW 0 

MM Donal he coames hame at eve, 851 Ly 

Au ay fac wat an weare; Ct TSS, J 
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„ '- + _,.Cauſt aff the wat, put on the | 
« Ah good Janet,” cried Roſa, haſtening to ber, 
„ explain to me this terrible ſcene? ? 
« An gang tull bede mi-dearie,” ' 
repeated Janet, ſhaking her. venerable head, with a va. 
eant ſtare at Roſa, whe. anxiouſly endeavoured to cover 
the long white hairs that gave a druid like appearance to 
the mourning ſongſtreſo. Wat wat, mi bonny cheild, 
"es. wat an weary z. ken ye not hoo mi winſome bairn 
ganged awa an left his pure mither ?*- 
| Shaw wheit ſtocking on hes lig, 
Wi filler buckles-glancin ; 


A bra blae bonnet on his hedez. 5 I 
-*./ . - Gude: trothe the lad was winſome,” | n 
Ah Donald! Donald! mine ade gude cheild, my 
bonny bairn ; what mun pure Janet do noo?“ 

Roſa's faſt falliag tears dropped on the wrinkled fore. 
head of poor Janet, as ſhe wrung' the water from her ve- 
nerable treſſes j but it was in vain ſhe by turns conſoled 
and queſtioned her; Janet, the reader will remember, 
was deaf, and the recent calamity had totally deranged 
her intelle& ; all of reaſon that remained was maternal 
regollection, and maternal agony, . 

Roſs, whoſe approach to the wee hooſe ſhe had been 
uſed to greet with ſmiles and bleſſings, could not obtain 
one recogniſing glance ; all her tender ſympathy and 
charitable” attentions were loſt on the poor object, whole 
eyes, fixed' on the rapid current, ſeemed to ſearch for 
her . honny eberld,” 

Doctor Cameron, who had often ſeen diſaſters like 
that he now doubted not bad happened at the burn fide, 
was very ſoon informed by Roſa's mournful geſtures, and 
broken exclamations, as ſhe caſt her eyes round that ſhe 
lamented's loſs more dear than the houſey or houſchold 
ofthe poor old Janet; he ſaw feveral remains of furni- 
ture caught in chaſms of the large ſtones near, which 
plainly demonſtrated that an inhabitant of ſuperior ravk 

* to Janet or her Donald had refided there, and he aſked 
has heart, whether that happy Wenne 
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beloved by Roſa, —was man or woman z but no mat- 
der z the heart of Doctor Cameron dwelt not on its own 
intereſt, while an object like Janet ſpoke to its feelings; 
he looked round ; the corner of the hovel was that where - , 
the*aged ſufferer had been uſed to fleep; her bed was 
fill Kanding uninjured; he removed it to the ſhelter of a 
'few trees, and having placed ſome boughs, which the 
tempeſt had broken under it, afſifted Roſa in removing 
her thither.  * | | 
Janet had no power to reſiſt their-kindneſs,” bot her 
eye, deadened by age, cold, and extreme grief, ſtill 
fixed on the watery grave of her darling ſon, and her 
head continued turned towards the burn when it was no 
longer viſible. : 
he ſequeſtered and romantic ſituation of Donald 
Ferguſon's wee hooſe, were probably Mrs. Walſingham's, 
chief inducements to reſide there; and the ſtyle in which 
ſhe. had decorated aud added to ſo obſcure and inconve- 
ment'a cabin, ſpoke at once an elegant and diſturbed 
mind, ſeeking from local amuſements an antidote againſt 
internal inquietude. The walks round the fanciful 
dyelling, which had been ſome dug, others cut, proba= © 
bly lookened the earth round the rocks on which the 
buildings ſtood, which. not being one ſolid maſs, that 
part on which the cottage had its original foundation, 
yet remained, while that on which the new apartments 
were built, were entirely waſhed away, and left a fright- 
ful chaſm now filled with water, on the ſurface of which 
were floating ſeveral elegant bound books, muſic, maps, 
papers, and other buoyant appendages to the ſuperiority |, 
the Doctor had remarked, as totally out of ſuite” with 
the part of the cabin and'its furniture yet remaining. A 
packet of papers particularly attracted his notice for 
moment before he flew to the aſſiſtance of the old wo- 
man, but was entirely forgotten when he had, at Roſa's 
rareſt defire, reaſcended the declivity, and after what 
Wight be literally called a two mile heat to him, gained 
eotesge on the border of the glen, which ſhe had mi- 
eh deſcribed, from whence a poor widow and her 
fog, dependants of the Caſtle Gowrand Laitd, re- 
Wies with him, to the affiſtance of their old 5 8 
| 2 | (7 WER ur, 


* 
£ 


13 


5 | 
bs * 


236 , "THE. BEGGAR, in. 


ignorant. 


The waters, the body of which ruſhed from the high 


land ſprings, had indeed been ſo deep and rapid in their 


current through the glen of Gowrand, that every ve. 


tige of the deſtruction at burn fide, ſave what has been 
deſcribed, were carried in the night ſome miles into the 


* 


. « the gude weef.“ 


. 


— 
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| poſſibility, 
friend could have eſcaped the inundation which 1 


ocean ; ſo that the more fortunate dwellers, lower by 
the burn, and the inland neighbours, were ignorant of 
the cataſtrophe which was no ſooner known than crowd; 
offered their aſſiſtance to Janet, and loudly lamented her 
winſome Donald, and the gude weef their common bene. 
factreſs. Ms ns. ip | 

The Doctor's ears, though he was buſily employed 
about the old woman, greedily devoured the ſound, 


« Well, but had this gude weef no ſon or brother to 


n Bol i* 
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Having bled-old Janet, and left money with the vi. 
dow who receivetl her at her cottage, not only for neceſ- 
aries:but-comforts, which he charged her to procure, 
he put the paſſive arm of his weeping companion under 
his own, and reminding her-of the fick chamber at Caſ- 
tle 'Gowrand, . prevailed on her to turn her reluctant fieps 
from the ſad ſound of the aged mourner, who no longer 
ſeeing any obje& to which her eyes had been familiar, 
rent the air with her crieg, calling on Donald, her 
«*gude,”” ber “ bonny cheild,” her “ Paggy,” her 
"5 a lafſie,” and -on gude Maiſtreſs: Walbog: 
8 2 6 
- It was with difficulty Roſa could drag her wear 
limbs to the Caſtle, though ſupported, and almoſt car- 
ried by Doctor Cameron; in the intervals, when over- 
—_ by grief and fatigue, ſhe reſted on his my 

pport, her heart on her lips, ſhe lamented her rel 
4a friends, ia terms that convinced him her viſit, 
anxiety, and regrets were all female; if be did not 
icquire flirength from this information, it certainly did 
not a little contribute to raiſe his ſpirits ; and during 
the laſt half mile, when Roſa, her heart filled with fond 
regret, contraſting the mere that -her loved 
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ſueh eruel· veſtiges, with the univerſal likelihood the muſt 
have periſhed, loſt all power to ſupport herſelf, be chear- 
fully carried his lovely burthen to the hall of Caſtle 
Gowrand, where having conſigned her to the care f 
Peggy» he-repaired to the chamber of the grieving Mrs. 
Bubanun, which, contrary to his expectation, he found 
nacated by the fair miſtreſs. | 

Mr. Alexander Frazer, whoſe liking for a death bed 
ſcene was not more ſtrong than his fair hoſteſs, had pre- 
wiled on her to ſuffer him to join her, in a-cefſation of 
diſmals at the cheſs-table, where, innocent as was their 
amuſement, the laſt thing expected or deſired by either, 
was the appearance of Doctor Cameron. N 

The Doctor, without noticing their amuſement or 
confuſion, related, with his uſual ſparingneſs of words, 
the cataſtrophe he had witneſſed, and requeſted Mrs. 
Buhanun's advice how to remove the wretched remnant 
ol the unfortunate family from the houſe where he had 
leſt her, to one more comfortable. wth 15 

Now, as the .widow's hovel was clean;; as ſhe was a 
good hearted creature; and as he had left direction and 
means to ſupply all Janet's wants, no more comfortable” 

could be found in che neighbourhood, except the 

y of Caſtle Gowrand's heart had happened to- beat ſo 
far in uniſon with his own, as, to receive her under her 
roof, which perhaps the ſimple Doctor expected, but 
he little knew the feelings of his beautiful hoſteſe. 

Mrs. Buhanun had immediate recourſe to her ſmelling 
bote and bell; the firſt ſhe did not uſe, the ſecond ſhe 
molently pulled, and demanded of the ſervant, who an- 
lwered it, whether. the Major had taken his accuſtomed 
walk on the morning. of his illneſs. ; 

The morning, as well as night, the man replied, had 
been very rempeſtuaus ; that none of the ſervants knew 
heir maſter's having left his room till that minute, 
When one of ' widow Janſon's ſons, who had attended 
de Doctor and Miſs Roſa home, informed them, that 
koking for the kine, the morning after the ſtorm, he 
ie Laird in a fit, juſt coming out of the glen ; 
the affifted to recover and lead him home; that they 
ere dy the ſtable yard unſeen by the domeftics.; that 
Se Laird gave bim a ſhilling, and motioning for him 


, 
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. to depart, he ſaw him aſcend the boek ſtirs, and then 
returned home. 
e 80,“ ſaid Mrs. Sins, this then 1s the pecu- 
lar work of providence.” 
"The Doctor flated ; it did not firike him that provi- 
dence could Nen deſign che deſtruction of an inno- 
cent family. | 
% ' You have heard my ſad binory, Mr. Frazer.” 
At theword-/ad, it was proper Mrs. Buhanun ſhould 
take out her white handkerchief, and either from the 
divine eſſect of ſympathy, or politeneſs, vie: Frazer's 
coloured filk one alſo appeared. 
% The poor reature muſt have periſhed on the ſtone 
vous we found her,” ſaid Doctor Cameron, © if ——” 
The ſtone, Mrs. Dubeoun ene, was too ſoft a 
bed for ſuch wretches. 
This ws a harſh ſentence to come from the * lip of 
beauty; but Doctor Cameron having heard from the 
_ redder lips of one whoſe beauty ſurpaſfed all beauty, that 
the old ſufferer was the beſt creature in the world, and 
* having the trembling voice of venerable grief fill vi- 
rating on his car, calling on her “ pure Donald, —her 
gude cheild, —her bonny bairn,“ he caſt a look of dil. 
guſt os Mrs. Buhanun, and quitted the room with even 
more haſte than he entered, juſt in the moment when 
that was on the point of unfolding her injuries, 
and thoſe atrocities that had been fo peculiarly puniſhed 
by ee 
But though the 15 Doctor would not be ſtayed by 
the {oft voice of complaining beauty, Mr. Frazer, the 
 {ympatbizing Mr. Frazer allowed, that the Major's be- 
ing deprived of all power to injure ſo excellent, ſo lovely 
n woman, in the moment when the diſturber of her 
Peace was ſuddenly hurled to her laſt account, was, 4 
ne had wiſely ſaid, the peeuliar work of Providence. 
From doncluſtene ke theſe" no increaſe of (olicitude 
"for the Major could be expected; but that ſame Provi- 
dence poor mortals. are fo prone to drag into all their 
; Petty affairs, and make right-or wrong juſt as they think 
proper to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, was at this moment 
worbing another miracle; for the Majer ſuddeoly te- 
bY Sen 9 and the ui of his right lde. 1 
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The joy ful ſcreams of Emma, who reſolved to earn 
her Jocket, had not left his bed head, gave notice of an 
event fo unexpected; and Mrs. Buhanun, who with Mr. 
Frazer, were firſt in the room, threw herſelf on. the 
bed, and embraced/ her huſband, notwithſtanding all the 
injuries ſhe had recently enumerated... 

Tears rolled down the cold and pallid cheek to which 
her's was now preſſed 5 he breathed a ſigh ſo deep and 
fad, that it ſeemed the laſt effort of expiring nature; 
his wife, her two daughters, and his friends, crowded 
to his pillow. While reaſon holds any ſeat in the mind 
of man, ſuch a fight muſt be a ſoul reviving cordial-; 
yet he caſt a Tad enquiring lock around, and again deeplx 
fighing, cloſed his eyes. Oy | | 

The nurſe, who was a good. as well as experienced” 
woman, vehemently infifted on her right to rule in the 
abſence of the Doctor. 3 

Such flrong emotions, 'ſhe ſaid, would utterly deſtroy 
every favourable ſymptom ; and inſiſted that quiet, abſo- 
lute quiet, was at this crifis more neceſſary than medi- 
cine 3 but finding the joy of Mrs. Buhanun; and from 
ber example, that of her children, more boiſterous than 
even her grief, ſhe left the room in anxious ſearch after 
the Doctor. EN 

The conſcience of Major Buhanun had not, from her 
# fly torner,” noted down any deep fin, to blacken the 
bon of departing liſe; his memory was unelouded by 
any recollections that could render his dying moments 
tornble, yet he was awfully ſenſible of the change he 
ew muſt ſoon take place, and the cheek of his giddy 
bouphtleſs wife, wet with tears and jo:ned-to his own, 
called her image to his mind before he perceived it de- 
heed by vanity ; be preſſed his cold lips to ber's, bleſſed. 
wchildren, afked for Kattie, aud again deeply fighing, _ 
mquired of Emma for her friend. 1 2 "ts 
, though Peggy had been charged to keep” her 
Miet, was informed by the tranſported girl, of the joy- 
ſul bdings, aud now ruſhed to the bed ſide. 
1 Bleis me too," Sir,“ ſaid me, ** bleſs your grateful 

1 . N „ . WAR of 
The deep groan which ſeemed to iſſue from the heart 
Wile Major the tears that rolled from his eyes, as he 
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5 extended the hand he could move, renewed: in her mind 


+ © the anguiſh ſhe had for a moment forgotten; ſhe hid 


her face, and ſobbed aloud ; her joy, at the; ſudden 


. © alteration for the better in her friend, had not power to 


repreſs an' aſſociation of ideas as painful as natural. 


„ Come near, Roſa,” ſaid We, in a fakering voice. 


. + The fad and grie vous expreſſion, which even where 
death had already fixed his indelible character, was vill. 
ble z the tears that continued to roll down his ſunken 
cheeks, ſad, though ſilent proofs that the deſolation of 
the burn Gde was known to him, quite overcame Roſa; 
-  hefunk*on the floor, and was carried ſenſcleſs to her 
The nurſe having ſearched. in vain for Doctor Came- 
von, returned to her poſt in very ill humour; ſhe admi- 
niſteredd ſome drops, which had before, ſhe ſaid, Done 
her maiſter meickle gude, which ſeemed to compoſe him, 
and Mrs. Bubacun's joy having decreaſed in its turbu- 
lence fince the entrance of Roſa, a filence reigned, which 
was broken by the Major, with an exclamation of 
pleaſure, at ſight of the Doctor, who then entered the 
Doctor n's advice to remove, the Major to 
Edinburgh, was more the reſult of aſſectionate ſolicitude 
for his friend, and the diffidence in his on judgment, 
which formed ſo ſtrong a trait in his character, than 
 expeQation of his recovery. He had foretold a return 
of reaſon, and. à partial amendment, without hope it 
would be more than tranſient; he Was not therefore ſo 
much ſurpriſed or. elated as Mrs. Buhanun or Mr. Fra- 
Aer; he certainly did rejoice, but his joy had an equi- 
vocal appearance; his upper lip trembled, tears rolled 
down his cheeks, and while Mr. Frazer expreſſed his 
feelings in a more than uſual; ow of werds, he could 
only preſs the hand of his frienc. ; 

_ _ > Beſides the pleaſure the Doctor felt at being again 
$6 "6 by the man he moſt loved and reſpected, he 
_. indulged, with peculiar ſatisfaction the idea, that what- 
_ _ ever temporary affairs remained unſettled, would nov 
be fixed agreeable to the Major's own. wiſh. _ The vil 
had been made ſome years; it was in his poſſeſſion * 
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td broight it to Caſtle Gowrindy and ſhould: any alte= 


ration be ſnggeſted, there would, he hoped; be dime. 
Several letters had arrived ſince the Major's illueſo 
commenced, which he had put in the drawer of bis 
writing table; they might be of importance; und Tuch 
dad been his habitual nieety, in reſpeQ to bis eorreſpoſſ- 
dende, that while a hope remained of the recovery of 
his mental faculties, Mrs. Buhanun would not ventufe- 
to break a ſeal; there would now, the Doctor truſted; 
de time to inſpect theſe; and though the caſe, be fear-. 
ei, wos ultimately a loſt one, it would be of infinite ſa- 
txfa&ion to himſelf, to receive the moſt particular in- 
ſtruction relative to all the family concerns, in which' ies” 
truſt would fo peculiarly intereſt. him. 

While his thoughts were thus occupied, he outs: bis 
hand, which the Major held, and which he had-contine-" 
ed to pre ſo, on a ſudden relinquiſhed 3 he ſtarted up; he 
ſpoke to the fick man, but received no anſwer; the eye, 
fanght with melancholy expreſſion, was raiſed to his,” 
and Ins thav memory and recolleQion ſtill remained, 
though the organs of peech and all ſtrength of der: i h 
were again gone. 

Tue Doctor's anguiſh was far from being as ent. as: 
bis joy j he wept ok: and bitterly lamented he had 
not ſeined the moment when his friend's faculties had 
deen ſo fuddenly reftored, to ſpeak on the ſubject of his 
wit; a faint gleam from the Major's heavy eye proved 
ide mention of the will ſtruck on bis own een he 
made effort; uttered ſome indiſtinct ſounds, da 
coed M8 eyes with a deep ſigh, which funk into the- 
heart of the good Doctor, who again reproached himſelf 
lolofing the moments heaven had giec n. 

Mi Bahanun regretted the” little uſe made of her 
tiſband's reſtored reaſon ill more than the Doctor, with 
weh diſpoſitions towards her es he bad evinced, Wh 
wen dur he would have left, as indeed the thought he 
h de have done, all his property in her power,” with- 
egg her weeds with ſach unneecifary reſtraints 
eg sac guardians ; vain however were all regrets; ” 
they watched every breath-that night, and by day break 
Wie morning all traces of ſeble and memory were 
5e che e then with tears: Jealered there was 
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no hope z/ for though he might live days, and "A 
weeks, medicine could do nothing for him. 


Mrs. Bubanun, who had ſet her mind on going to 
Edinburgh, inſiſted that the favourable and ſudden turn 
- of her huſband's diſorder might be ſucceeded by others 
' _ .as{udden and more permanent, if aided by coaſultations 
of the faculty ; and Doctor Cameroy's modeſty prevent. 


ed his oppoſing his on hopeleſs opinion againſt a mea. 
Jure he had himſelf firſt ſuggeſted. | | 
| But though he wanted refolution to oppoſe Mrs. Bu- 


hanun's going. 40 Edinburgh, on the avowed deſign of 


conlultations with the faculty, he was reſolved to alter 
the mode of travelling ſhe had ſo cleverly arranged, and 
therefore inſiſted on refigmog bis own carriage to Roſa, 
Aand taking the place deſtined for ker in the litter with 
. the Major and bis nurſe... 8 
Mes. Buhanun looked ſurpriſed; her propoſal, to 
give him one of her daughters as a companion in his 
'- chaiſe, had been received with great coolneſs ; churl, 
the had contemptuouſly called him, when talking the 
matter over with her maid. She demurred, but not 
judging it politic to quarrel with.a man to whom it was 
-_ e-ſhe muſt be obliged, and one whom the world 
| in high eſtimation, ſhe ungraciouſly acceded to his 
on two conditions, which he as ungracioufly and 
poſitively refuſed. | 


Mrs. Bahanun | declared ſhe had private reaſons for 
inbſting the jealouſies of the chaiſe ſhould be kept down 
all the way to Edinburgh, and that her maid ſhould be 
Noſa's companion. . 
Doctor Cameron infifted the fair traveller ſhould be 
. left to her on choice and diſcretion in reſpe& to the 

Jealouſics, and every other part af his cart iage; and that 
dot Mrs. Bubauun's maid, but one of her daughters, 

 hould be her companion. | | 
Again was Mrs, Bubanun ſurpriſed, and again fhe 

was diſpaſed to demur, but the contracted brow of the 
*troublelome- Doctor deterred her, and ſhe baughtily 
turned away, ſaying, it was not worth her while to con- 
zeſt ſo ridiculous a point. To this he made a coinciding 
how, and retired to acquaint Roſa with the. change of 


orders, 
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orders, imputing it to Mrs. Buhanun's own ſenſe of 
ropriet 

K ofa RF MAP without ſeeming to conſider herſelf” 
at all obliged ; ſhe could ſee no impropriety in ſpending 
every moment of her time by the bedſide of her only [| 
end; one whoſe ſoul; on its diſſolution, would. 
ſoaring, mock the broken frame below7” but her heart 
was too full for utterance, and ſhe haſtily retired to her 
chamber, to make the laſt preparatory arrangements for 
the melancholy journey, too much abſorbed in grief for 
the motive of it, to ſuffer a thought to revert to her own 
fituation or future proſpe&s; and thus the Laird of 
Caſtle Gowrand and his family were carried to the apart» 


1 of Lord Aron Horlemagog,- at Haly-Roo | 


Previous to- their ſetting out in the morning, Roſa 
taking Emma with her in the Doctor's chaiſe, paid a 
laſt wifit ta” Janet. She entreated the widow Jonſtone-to- 
be kind to the poor creature, and out of the little ſtock 
CNS of the Engliſh money): offered ſome: gold tor” 

r ſu 
« un. Jonflone was ane couſine tull en 
Jonſtone, wha wes cheild tull Lady Jonſtone's aunty, 
and ſcorned an eempoſeetion; the gude Doctor's aller 
wes nae gane when be caw'd on his way. Frog the burn 
ſeed an geed. her muir.“ 

0: Good wan “ ſaid Roſa, « but you will take'care- | 
of poor Janet.” _ 

Kill be ſhoore tull do thaut, Meſs; the ** Doe- 
tor ſhanna thra awa hes filler. Pure auld Janet ! weel, - 
weel, we munna tauk aboot the wall of Gode ; for 
ſhoore tes muckle peetee to luſe ſae bonny a bairn, an 
Ae gude a weef, wha lood the pure; but we mung a- 
dee; ah pure ſaul ! ai canna help greetin, and ai had 
worked myne haunds tull the bane 25 ha done her 
lervice g weel, weel, dinna greet, young Meſs, ye canna 
caw che dede bauk ; pure faul, her haunſom bodee es 
ganged tull the ſaut fea, and pratty Agnes W 
ee, weel, dinna, dinna, dinna greet.'{ ??“? 
1e. who lay with her vacant eye fixed on the top of / 

the bed, now began her ſong, oh Roſa ruſhed to the 

age, regrettiog ſhe could not have one more look 

— e 
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b | But though the fate which ſaatch' this FAS our eyes, | 
v $01 \- 3 Thy eart] 1 ſuccour to our cauſe denies, Fa 3 
+. * Elected one of heaven's immortal . 

1 50 hb * can yet celeſtial W n. 22 


1 


| "Tor ey entrance into 5 place where the moſt 
indulgent of friends had before accompanied her in ſuch 
different circumſtances,” now filled the mind of: Roſa with 
a melancholy preſage of ' ſomething to come; even more 
_ dreadful * the loſs of him whoſe goodneſs and in- 
dulgence had been her paternal protection. She Tallow- 
ed Mrs, Buhanun and her family the” difmal ſtairs, 
onee alternately trod by kings and Py ori} through the 
long and winding paſſages, into = large ill furniſhed 
zoom,” where” the only eee * ſhe ſaw wis a 
| blazing fire. 
Not ſo Mrs; a 4 a table . ood i 10 the 
middle of the room was covered with cards and billets; 
every knew the lively, band fome-Mrs, Bohanun; 
every body had heard of ber beautiful daughter; every 
dody was delighted at the idea of ſeeing them at Edin- 
Wu — WES every body had taken this method of telling - 


„% What a comfort,” ſaid ſhe. Gain her full eye on 
Roſa's dejeted countenance, “ to have ſo many charm-, 
mg friends in this delightful place.” 

Roſa fighed ; her heart was formed for all the inter- 
courſes of refined friendſhip ; many friends ſhe could 
never boaſt; thoſe ſhe had were in themſelves an holt, 
but, alas! Wer were one at) one to be LT ray 


; Tom her,, 


No man in ed * Santino he exuſting 
dünn Bubanun, * can boaſt a more elegant ſelection of 
friends than myſelf ; 1 have always been admired by cvefy 
body but my ne and well received every where but 
arhome,” 
At this moment the litter, which they bud paſſed at 
the” water of Leith, arrived. The earrying the poor 
wi hs to ls chamber, which: was een by ſome pr 


„ 
= 


r BECGAR G!RL. 295” 


and enk 4 Roſa "Wi a. melanaholy f upor, 
and for a few minutes ſuperceded the cards al bi in 
the attention of Mrs. Buhanun. 1 

Searce was the dying man laid on his "as belord the Va 
gentlemen of the faculty, who had ſeen him at Cafthe - | 
Gowrand, were ſummoned. Their decifion was a con- ; 
firmation of the Doctor's worſt prognoſtic ; and when 
Mr. Frazer brought home the blooming Nu her * ö 
ther was paſt all recollection. - 

© Roſa took her old ſtation by her friend's bedfide, ind 
there alſo, drawn by: an irreſiſlible magnet, Doctor Ca- 15 
meron paſſed every hour he could {teal from the buſineiss 
of his profeſſion. It = 

It was now no longer neceſſary to nd a Ne 
fence z the patient was paſt help, and could not Her 
by being diſturbed; nevertheleſs, the ſacred reſpect due 
to fo-awfol a ſtate, the {till warm and glowing ſentiments 
egratitude and reſpect that animated their hearts; pre- 
vented them from raiſing a ſyllable above a TOR: tee | 
by diffolution was bourly expected. Hh 

+ During this interval - it was that Roſa related. to Dr. 

Cameron as much of the hiſtory of the unfortunate Mrs. 

Walfinghagy as either ſhe or the Major knew; and then 

iwer, that the body of Donald Fergufon . | 
been found terribly bruiſed, within a mile of the ſea. 

' Roſa wept, and in return for his continued kindneſs 
to old Janet, amuſed the heavy hours they paſſed toge- 
ther as well as ſhe could, ſometimes recurring to her for- 
men viſit to the palace, repeating the deſcriptive kindneſs - 
of that kind*being. who now-lay ſcarce breathing before 
them z at others moralizing like a divine on the frail os 
of mortal-man; the Doctor was all ear. 

She would-take out her pencil, and trace from memo- 
'y, Eockleven, the priſon of the unfortunate Queen 
Mory, as it now ſtands, then reverſe it to what her fancy 
formed it, when the haughty mother of Douglas expe- 


nenced the danger of expoſing the fidelity of ber young. 
fon 4 8 the e of beauty ws Doctor wa | all | 


Then again the would moralive. on that fad ample gh 
r, * rad with avidity all the ee _— . 
| 3 W N 
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3 No man could be more national than Dr. Cameron; 
,  and'to know that the annals of his country had engaged 
ſio charming, fo amiable a mind, heavens and earth! it 
, was celtacy.. | TEL” 
Me, Bubanun was ill admired ; her levees were 
- crowded ; Kattie who was really beautiful, and now at 
that age, when Scotch ladies far leſs fortunate in a faul:. 
Jeſs ſet of features, are in general, attractive, ſoon ac. 
8 celebrity ; ſhe was called bonny Kate of Caflle 
Gowrand; the men all toaſted her, and though under 
their preſent domeſtic calamity, nobody expected them 
to viſit, they were an hundred deep in engagements, 
Mr. Frazer's athletic form was nd b yery good 
health f he had never ſuffered under a fit of fineſs in his 
Hife, und one of his principal cares was to preſerve him- 
elf in che happy fituation, in reſpe& to bodily ſtrength, 
in which this hiſtory finds him, -a ſiok chamber was his 
 *. averſion, and a death bed his terror, 1 
If Doctor Cameron fancied himſelf the kindred ſou! 
_ Þ.of Roſa, Mr. Frazer might, with equal juſtice, claim 
— 4be fame intellectual relationſhip with Mrs. Buhanun, 
ſince their likings and antipathies were the ſame ; to con. 
ſole her, to amuſe the heavy, moments of expectant widow: 
. thood, he was every morning at her breakfaſt table, and 
| x evening filled a loſing corner at tredille with her and 
i ttie. N 
Wich ſuch a kind attentive domeſtic friend for morn- 
_ ing and evening; with the howdye cards of all the lords, 
ladies, belles, and beaux for the middle of the day; and 
with delightful reveries for her waking hours at night; 
hat time had Mrs. Byhanun to attend to the belle pal- 
don of Doctor Cameron, or be grateful to Roſa for her 
Bo” 4 zare of, and attention to, her dying hul- 
"2 Roſa thought Doctor Cameron a mighty good, but 2 
: mighty" eccenitric man ; ſhe loved bis virtues, and admired 
His ſentiments, while, had her heart been leſs occupied by 
the fad object before her, ſhe would have often fmiled at 
uus manners 3 her confidence in the integrity of his wind, 
ud her reliance on the friendſhip he profeſſed, inereaſcd 
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every hour; but as to lobe deer young ladies, amiable 
ſupporters of that grand fund of literary excellence; the 


= 


don, to confeſs, though in her eighteenth year, her he- 
rome had neither from reading nor feeling acquired ex- 
penrence enough in that divine paſſion, to ſuſpect that the 
gaze, the figh, the conſtant attention of a man old 


er to be her father, had a meaniug beyond what 


even hir few words explained. | 


The Major having, contrary to the expectation of the 
faculty, ſurvived ſome weeks after his arrival at Edin- 


burgh, Mrs. Buhanun and her friends, weary of the con- 


ftraint decency impoſed, 
thoſe lingering incurable 2 


was introduced at the public party of a lady of high rank 


by her handſome mother, and from thi hour no on,, day 


paſſed without fimilax engagements ; and though the Ma- 


jor's deſperate fituation muſt have rendered any woman 
who had the honour to be his wife, whoſe heart was not 


filled with ſelf. adulation, and whoſe apathy was nat ha» 


bitual, unfit for company; diſſipation, that effectual re- 
lource againſt ſeeling, carried Mrs. Buhanun and Miſs. 

Kattie not Gmply from home, but from themſelves; and 
though that tircſome man, Doctor Cameron, firſt, remon- 
ſtrated, then cenſured, and at laſt quarrelled with them, 


while mamma was courted, and Mifs admired, every 
where and by every body; new engagements, new''ac» 


quatntance, and new clothes ſucceeded ſo rapidly, that it 


s.not poſſible to gueſs when or where they would have 
llopped, had not a ſervant broke in on a Scotch reel 
ui Bubanun was dancing with her uſual ſpitits and agi- 


ian the important and uncxpected news, that his 


maſter was dead. 


1 


Mt. Cameron had that morning moſt firenuouſy. re- | 
commended it to Mrs. Buhanun, to decline the invitation 


loa ball, given in honour of the anniverſary ef a wedding 
day 5 as be frankly told her he was certain a very, ſhort 
| ; . a N ; 0 5 W 8 time 


* — 45 
——— 2 x 
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an to think his was one: of 
es that leave a miſerable ob- 
je& on the feeling and mercy of their relation till the one 
becomes blunted, and the other exhauſted by the grand 
kveller, time. Doctor Cameron did not give into ſo con- 
yement a concluſion, but as Mr. Fazer and moſt of Mrs. 
Buhanun's other friends and acquaintances did, Kattie 


Minerva-Prefs, the editor bluſbes, ſhe dies with confu- - 
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time would deprive her of her huſband, and her children 


e their father. l 
rs. Buhanun would do any thing Doctor Cameron 
adviſed, but give up her engagement at Mrs. Maxwell's 
ball, where Lord Aaron Horſemagag had engaged Kattie 
; for his partner, and where his friend, a handſome Engliſh 
nobleman, had alſo engaged her; but to-morrow, yes, 
I ſhe would fit with the Major all the long 

y. - * ö h | 13 | 
That to-morrewy like many others pregnant with all 
fort of good things, never came; the Major expired 
without a groan; after a ſtrong ſpaſm of convulſive hickup, 
in the arms of his friend Doctor Cameron. 
«Mr. Frazer being feut for, arrived juſt in time to hand 
the mobrnful relic and het fair daughter from Lord Aaron's 
Mrs. Buhenun wept with infinite giace; Mr. Frazer 
held a handkerebief to his eyes; but neither party were 
ſſo ubſorbed id grief as to forget what was due to each 
other z the gentleman was all conſolation, theady all ac- 
'_ | knowledgment; ſhe walked pracefully to an arm chair, 
and might-poſſibly have fainted, had not Kattie been 
| before hand with her, and ſunk ſenſeleſs on the floor as 
e wav running towards her father's apartment, where 
on her recovery, ſhe infilted on going, in ſpite of all her 
mother's commande, or Mr. Frazer's entreaties; her per- 
ſeverance perhaps reminded them that a viſit to the ſcene 
bf death under all the exiting circumſtances, would not 
be quite unuatural in them; ſo the widow was led in by 
the friene of her deceated huſband 
The nurſe, no longer occupied about her honoured. 
. - maſter, holding volatiles to Roſa, Who was kneeling at 
the feet of the bed, with a face as bloodleſs as the breath- 
+ lefy-corple;; Emma aud Jeſſy weeping in the arms of 
Doctor Cameron; the Major's man, ſobbing with his 
* face Wd in the curtain'; andthe deceaſed huſband, father, 
* . - and friend, with all the once admired benignity of coun- 
tenance triumphant. even in death, exhibited a-ſcene too 
moch ing for Nirs. Bubanun'; ſhe gave a loud ſhriek, and 
„ was hurrighto her own chamber by Mr. Frazer, aſſiſted f 
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— Fate, trembling and pale, joined the fad group i the 
contemplated the face of the belt of fathers, till again 
fainting, ſhe was carried, by the Doctor's deſire, out of 
1 _ and followed by. Roſa, ber two ſiſters, a 

4 | 
© Over ſcenes like theſe, ſenſibility drops the curtain þ 
the Major's body was carried with, much funeral pomp, 
flap by his two executors, to the mauſoleum of the. 
men family, while the widow was ſhut up, to. we 
and arrange her mourning, poſitively refuſing to admit 
any perſon into her chamber but Kattie, her own maid, 
and the best milliner ous mantua-makers in Edin 
burgh.. 
As Emma and Jeſſy were e in this probibiti 
Roi had the leſs reaſon to feel herſelf burt ; but on 
morning after the return of the exceutors from the fi fir + 
neral,” when Mrs. Buhanun, in all the ſable dignity whie 
the moſt elegant and becoming weeds would admit, de- 
ſcended to the drawing-room, to witneſs the opening ye 
will; when our heroine in modeſt black of her ow in; 
ing, entered, with the two younger girls, and was 
ginning to hope Mrs, Buhanun was well, ſhe was ig a 
ſtant. filenced by that lady's haughty frown, and Son- 
founded, when after a ſhort pauſe, with a « ſevere and 
ſteady voice, ſhe heard herſclf addreſſed, * 
** eee Miſs,” ſaid Mrs. Buhanun, « once 
for all, this apartment and the next, are ſacred to me 
I reſerve them for my viſitors ; while I ſuffer you to * 
main in a family, you are to keep to the back room; 

ſhall not introduce you to thy friends, and expect 4 

155 not. preſume to enter here without my particular orr 
_ 

+ Emma, who was N leſs ſhocked than Rola; a 
whole reſpect for her mother did not ſtrengthen with he 5 
improving underſtanding, bad the courage to aſk if Je 
hv: herſelf were alſo to be confin de to the back room. - 
I R vi ty Miſs.” «Sp Ng 

©Ah mamma!!! 1 25 pf 
© Well, Miſe.” - | ern 

We did not come to Edinbur h to viſh” 9 4 

Whether the tears that guſhed from the amiable gil, 
Fj m nerd monitor moved Mrs. Buhanun, we know 


bo 
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3 br but moved ſhe was, and aQually embraced her chil. 


x » 


Roſa, whatever blood ſhe ſprung from, had as much 
Jiu pride as the proudeſt Caledonian ; ſhe would not 
3 luifer a tear to ſtain her burning check; Mrs. .Buhanun 
© had no merit in the obligations ſhe owed the beloved 
We - 1 ſhe felt herſelf little inelined to reſpect, and leſs 
do love a woman who had embittered all his domeſlic 
comtort, and had rendered one of the beſt of men miſer- 
able under his own roof ; ſhe courtfied with dignity, and 
was retiring, when the two girls followed her, each paſ- 
LU | Dog an arm round her wait, —_” 
«= Lord, mamma,” ſaid Kattie, who never thought 
oF relpe@& in addrefling her mother, I wonder you arc 
+ not aſhamed to treat Miſs Buhanuri ſo, when you koow 
© how attentive ſhe was to my poor father.” “ 
"Again Mrs. Buhanun was moved; ſhe requeſted Roſa 
- would Mill confider herfelf as entruſted with the care of 
L * hey davighters, and believe that in preſeribing rules for 
| eee, ſhe was entirely actuated by motives of 
prudence. © _ re rr 
Neils lightly eourtſied, and retired to the back room. 
-  *Ob gear! oh dear?” cried Jeſfy, „I wiſh we were 
ana Donald Ferguſon's wee hoos by the burn fide, with 


E |. dear Mrs.” Walfingham,” - Has 
The tears which wounded pride had repreſſed in the 
© prelenice of Mrs, Buhanun, now flowed from the eyes 
of Rola; andthe girls were too well taught to purſuc a 
i "theme that filled their companion and friend with agony ; 
ter were ignorant of the calamity that déſolated the 
ie sait at the burn ſide ; but ſeeing every alluſion 
nn and the mention of Mrs. Walſingham's name bad 
© "the Tame eee on Roſa's feelings as the recollection of 
© their deceaſed father, they confined their wiſhes to their 
own little confidential confabs, which always began and 
6 ended with; “ Oh that we were with dear Mrs. WalGog- 
bY. - ar the burn se? net 


v. 
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& 
The handſome widow and Jonny Kattie in their glory; the 
le grows older and 2 but not wiſer 3 rejeft one 


3 before ſbe is ſure of another, and improves very little 


A 4 


+ from the polite example of the widow Bubanun. * 4 | 


, * 7 


Docr ORCAMERON and Mr. Frazer were in the 
mean time punQual to their appointment, and the former 
the will, On opening the envelope, all parties. 
were ſurpriſed to find a third name added to the guardian 
ud enecutorſhip, and that third the one moſt obnoxious 
to the fair widow, Mis. Maria Walſingham.” "of 
Major Buhannn bad certainly been more attached t 
that lady, more fond: of ber ſociety, more guided by 
ber opinion, —and more ſatisfied with her judgment, 
than could be agreeable to a wife, who wiſhed to retain _ 
the firſt place in her huſband's eſteem ; but of that fort 
of regard which he expreſſed for his female friend, Mrs. 
Buhanun would not have been jealous, had ſhe not un- 
julthy attributed to her influence every ſtep taken by him, 
to ou the expences of his family, aud matroniſe hie 
That the Major himfelf, diſturbed by the roaring tem- 
pelt'of the night, when the howling of the wind and 
dating of the rain every moment reminded him of the 
lituztion of a friend ſo dear, ſhould, as ſoon as day broke, 
rentare His own life, to walk among broken and breaking 
branches of trees, where it was with the utmait-difficulty 
de could-keep his feet, to enquire after her welfare and 
afety, is by no means ſurprifing ; and that he beheld 
the devaſtatiby which a few hours had made; that he had 
hee che laſt tumbling ruin df the houſe ; hat he 
eumed hopeleſs and fick at heart may be concluded : - 
from the gecount given by the widow's ſon, and from 
looks his tears, and viſible anguiſh as he gazed on 
becher the agonizing ſenſation ſuch an event 
eee to excite, had any effect in bringing 5 8 
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- the fatal ſtroke that terminated his exiſtence, it is im. | 
E -, poſſible to ſay, nor indeed is it of moment to the ſtory. 0 
„II was, as Mrs. Bahanuſ before ſad, and now re- 1 
peated, by the peculiar intervention of providence that of 
odious woman was taken out of the world at ſuch a | 

eritical period; ſhe devoutly thanked God for the de. 
- hverance,.and requeſted the Doctor would proceed to | 
"+ read the will, expectiog, from, the frame- of mind the 10 


Major was in when he made his favourite, guardian of for 
4 his children, to find herſelf cramped in her income, and b 
bound down to paſs her life in the comfortleſs ſtate of 

- -Wwidowhood. __ ' | | de 


But how great, and how agrecable was her ſurpriſe, 
080 find the eſtate bound to paygher four hundred pounds 5 
3 wh ann. by quarterly payments, during life, unfettered pai 
dy any conditions, together with Caltle Gowrand, and 10 
n certsig proportion of land. about it, till ber young-!t Wi pe 
daughter came of age, when another hundred. pounds | 

ann. was to be paid her in lieu of it, iu caſe either M. 

of his daughters or their future buſbands ſhould chuſe to F 

.. agree with: the others to reſide there; this additional Ed 
bpodrech however to depend on Hr not marrying ; w Wir; 
right:to- more than the four, hundred per ann. to ccaſe pub 

_ bn ber enter ing into a ſecond marriage ; for the ſupport 4s | 
nd education of his daughters; he allotted ſeventy pounds riec 

per aun, each; the ,accumulations of his eſtate, which mot 
om the encreaſed value of lands, aud his own improve- f 
mente, he had raiſcd from ſix to nine hundred pounds imp 
dien rents, ne left to be equally divided between bis don 
coheirefſes, at the diſeretion of his executors. Theſe, 

ih legacies to his ſervants, and a few particular friend, 

| were his whole bequeſts, OS G 
Ans this will, which was executed before. Roſa was 

_ known to the family, her name could not be mentioned, 
but in his tablets, to which the executors had put their 

. - yoint ſeals qo abcir firſt arrival at Cafile Gowrand were 


written. 


R 35% 2 74.86 14-208 | 2 2 3 
415-1 ould die before I add a codicil.to my will 
** 3 tequeit Doctor Cameron and Mr. Frazer will conſider 
| hie as a part of it: Pay to Miſs , Roſs Buhabun ve 


01 _ uiagred pounds, withia fix months after my * 


= 
: A 
= 


"THE DECCAR GR. 306 


* at her Jerking my family, which” L TRA ard truſt 
ot Toon happen, two hundred pounds more, over 
and above what ſhe may be entitled to, from the 1. N 
* late 0 Wallace Buhanun. 
| 4. BY OTE 


8 ie ala,” ſaid Mrs, Pham, wenig 
„ o what exceſs the poor Major carried his fooliſh 
fondneſs for that girl; ſurely Colonel Bubanun's bequeſt | 
in güte ſufficiett,?? - * 

Have any of the Colonel's afſets dome to ind by. ; 
demanded Mr. Frazer. 2798) = 

Not that Mrs. Buhanun knew. | | 

Doctor Cameron was not ſurpriſed at the Colond's 
partiality for Miss Roſa; he thought it was impoſſible 
toknow, and not be partial to her; 1 was in en on f 
perſoh ſo equally amiable. 

Mr. Frazer thought her a petty enough git, and. 
Mrs; Buhanun put up her lip. 

The” Major's death was a very ſerious concern in 
Edinburgh the very theatre, concert; and balls felt. 
it; not a hundredth couſin could poſſibly Appear in 
pablieull a decent time had elapſed. ' The Buhanuns, 
u tag been before obſerved, had married And intermar- 
ned into all the firſt nn in Scotland, and the - 
mourning” was among the ſuperior ſort almoſt general. 

AtHoly-Rood-Houſe the fables were a matter of loch 
mportance, that even after the firſt habiliments were 
compleat Mrs,” Bubanun and Miſs Kattie were too od. 
meaged to ſee any body, but thoſe' concerned in their 
weſſes, for a full fortnight after the funeral. „ (oh 

In ide mean while Roſa, whoſe taſte was elegant 
uuplicity, and who had been in the habit not only of 
making, but inventing her own dreſſes, had compleatly 
ue molt becomingly equipt her young friends and her- 
kl and-Feturned with them to the taſk which. friends. 
kip md gratitude equally impoſed. 

wth every attention to the tan talents and. 
mderftanding of the amiable children- of her lamented. 
mad there till were hours that hung heavy on her 
. ſhe hed a 71 Calle that thoſs "dear girls; . 
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bound her to the family would foon, like the charming 
cottage'on the burn fide, be loſt to every thing but me- 


. Caſtle Gowrand ftarids at the baſe of the Highlands, 
inthe fineſt vale in Scotland, of which indeed it is called 
the granary. The Major was not more remarkable for 

. - exact honour in his dealings with mankind, than for a 
- - neat and elegant taſte, which was diſplayed in all the 
_ ©  appendages/to his eſtabliſhment ; and every bedge row 
33 the Rade of Caltle Gowrand ſpoke the care of an 


» apr owner,” 7 Eh 
be view, from every aſpect of that venerable build. 
ing, was enchanting ; the ſun, as it roſe in majeſtic 
- _ © Iplendor from behind a riſe on the eſtate, covered with 
ant corn-fields, ornamented with cluſters of tall 
dire, and ſet in the boſom of the ocean, which, at the 
_ >» diftance of twelve miles, was viſible to the naked eye 
from the gothic window of the apartment Roſa uſually 
occupied, had been an object of her conltant admira- 
„eg. | 1 9 
Into the gloomy apartment where ſhe was now con- 
demned to breathe, to meditate, and to weep, the rays 
of that bleſſed orb never entered. Of two oppoſite hea- 
ay windows one looked to the quadrangle court, the 
- other againſt the Calton hill; an old blind, which ſhe 
was forbid to move, though it did not prevent her con- 
templating the long graſs that grew between the (tones, 
which in former times were worn bare by crowds of ſer- 
2 vile-courtiers, entirely precluded a poſſibility of being 
een herſclf, and the almoſt perpendicular ſteep of the 
Y Hill on the other fide, was the only part of the Caltoa 
. Where the human face dividtcould not be ſeen. 
5 The Miſs Bubanuns, out of patience at a confinement 
dio nem and tireſome, would ſometimes, in ſpite of all 
i + Her entreaties, get among the ſervants ſor amuſcmcnt ; 
her authority, unſupported by their parent, weakened, 
C - and the bad full leiſure tö reflect and o grieve, as with 
*-, _ * an/aching heart ſhe retraced the delightful mornings at 
| — -  Gaſtle Gowrand, and the enchanting evenings at the bun 
ie; abs what a contraſt; the manly icnit; and 8 
: _ _  unly urbanity of the worthy Major; the Hrong, Jet 
feminine mind,—the grace, the accompliſhmepts of Uf 
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gent Mrs. Walſngham ; the friendihip, the affection, 
the gratifying commendations of both, which at once 
excited "emulation and rewarded virtue,—alas ! where 
no were they ? 5 „ „ 
The worm - eaten furniture, groteſque tapeſtry figures, © 
the-gilded canopies, tattered reliques of miſerable royal- | 
ty, and old pictures, diſpoſed without taſte or judgment, = 
al aided the melancholy retroſpect, the e f 
| Was, was moſt bleſſed,” ben 2 hs | | 
met her eye in every inſignia of other times; what in- 
deed to her were the happy ſcenes of only two months 
- 2 oa a tale of other times, never, never to be re- 
22 ae 
Regret and recolle&ions like theſe, which tilled all her 
miking-and ſleeping thoughts, ſoon deprived her fair face 
of the me bloom which the clear air of Caſtle Gowrand 
gien it, © She is too pale to be à beauty,” ſaid 
Miſe room, on a former occaſion ; had that lady 
ſen her before Major Buhanun's illneſs, ſhe would per- 
haps Have denied her claim to beauty from a contrary . 
cauſe 3 but grief and confinement affected her health as 
well as her mind ; ſhe was always ſubject to faintings, 
which weakneſs now encreaſed : Doctor Cameron beheld 
with equal concern and ſurpriſe an alteration ſo marked 
md-alurming. Compaſſion they fay, is the bopd of 
| focal” intercourſe ; but "Mrs. Buhanun had not time 0 
ee experiment: ſhe was told by Kattie Miſs Roſa 
= wail, and the directed her houſe-keeper to let her have 
mything ſhe wanted ; 'n great exertion it mult be allow- 
ed for a Foe lady, whoſe engagements were infinitely too 
numerous for time. 44.0 "Rs 
Rela” at length reſolved to make Doctor Cameron the 
wenge of her diſtreſs and ill health; ſhe pleaded moſt 
eloquently the oauſe of virtue and propriety ; lamented 
round not, under the preſent arrangement of Mrs. 
emily, be in her power to enforce the tenets - 
ey precept'or example to the young ladies fl 
eie be under her care, and implored the Doc- | 
eee. Buhanut's' conſent for them to paſs 
approaching fummer,”at Caltle Gowrand, 
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Daoctor Cameron made no anſwer; he did not twice 
eſſay to ſpeak.; he breathed ſhort ; his lip quivered.; but 
Fading his meaning; too big for uttezance, he went home, 
wrote twenty ſheets of paper, burned them all, returned 
net day to Holy: Rood-Houſe, juſt touched the knock. 
er-of Mes. Bubanun's door, but. his heart failing, made 
1 preęipitate retreat, ſhut himſelf up, and after four day; 
82 erg. labour, ſent our heroine a tender of his heart aud 
nd. 8 
DPDuring this interval the- ſituat ion of our heroine was 
\ TY. a-little-varyings as ſhe thought, for the better... 
Emma, it being Sunday, was dreſſed in- her bet 
black, her fine auburn hair moſt taſtefully: diſpoſcd, and 
the tout enſemble of her dreſs and perſon not ſimply 
Pretty, but elegant. Nai 
She had, as uſual, been viſiting her friends in the 
ſervunte' hall, when her mother happening to meet her, 
was ſtruek dumb with admiration; and finding Roſa had 
deen the ſole artiſt and inventor of the very pretty robe 
that ſo charmingly diſplayed the ſymmetry of her daugh- 
ters make, ſent for her, and with; an air of kindndls 
and eivility, requeſted the favour of her to give her mail 
directions 0 ulter a robe of her own, and one of Kat- 
ties ensctly like Ems. |; 
Nolſals natural diſpoſition. was obliging and conciliat- 
ag, the ſervant carried-the robes to her apartment, but 
 havings as ſhe ſaid, a thouſand things to do, and no time 
0 do it in, Roſa diſmiſſed her, and compleated the al- 
+ teration herſelf. ſo ſobn, and ſo much to the ſatisfaction 
of Mrs.  Bubanun, that ſbe- was immediately promoted 
t the office of cap, hat, cloak, and robe maker to the 
handfome - widow and her fair daughter, who ſo fully 
employed her, that: ſhe had no» time togrieve or meditate, 
_ "and the young ladies made their viſits; to the ſervants 
 Ihall-as long and as frequent as they pleaſed. 
"The entire change of behaviour in Mrs. Bybanun 
bich now often added the “ dear to Miſs Roſa,” 
_+{rendgfed her firſt taſks caſy enough; but when ſhe found 
one new and becoming thing begat a taſte for wore, 
. _ . moment of her time would not compleat 
* «8 all t c 


| N r8,. him. and captice choſe to. invent, her 
* * hcart again Giles, and her pale. cheek.told-a tale of „ 
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watd debility Mrs. Bubanun could not, or would not un- 
derſtand. W 34% ene, W 57'y 
Doctor Cameron's letter might have flattered her va- 
nity, had ſuch a ſenſation beeu the iymate of her mind, 
but it now ſerved as an accumulation of : diſtreſs," which 
de thought was, at the height before. 
It ſee med as if thoſe-few' beings with whom her heart 
conneQted itſelf, who were not for ever torn from her 
by death, muſt be loſt to her by ſome other» means. 
Mis. Harley had indeed punQually anſwered her letters, 
but the correſpondence of youth and age is in general 
tinctured too much by wiſdom on one: fide, and reſpect 
on the other, to retain that open confidence which alone 
tan tender the intercourſe of letters deſirable between 
people who are long ſeparated ; and it was now near a 
nee ſhehad heard from herr. 
But Elinor Croak, who had been conſtant. and fre- 
dent in her correſpondence, and who profeſſed unabat» | 
regard and everlaſting friendſhip, had ona ſudden; left v8 
ing; Roſa bad not had a line from her during 
ine lat fix months, and her regtet was accompanied - = 
wih the moſt anxious: ſolicitude for the, welfare of, the 
inend of her early youth, the loſs of -whoſe correſpond» 
wee would” have been of ſtill more importance to her 
beuge, had it not been followed by ſuch a ſucceſſion. of 
melancholy events. Thus deprived of every other friend; 
ter heart had reſted on Doctor Cameron as her laſt hopey 
= he had. now-deprived her of himſelf, nor was this 


Her purſe, which was very well ſupplied when ſhe left 
Zogland; had gradually decreaſed to a very low ebb z fhe 
ms, like other well diſpoſed young people, very liberal. 
The Major had bid her apply to him when ſhe wanted 
nowy; and had twice forced her to accept a ten pound 
te but he was not acquainted with the various drains 
ite porſe of an open heart there are in a large family 
mans, and knew no other method by which the 
ot her money. on no mag re 
earexclulive of liberality to ſervants, and little acts 
eee, 46 they happened to fall in her way, 
e aQtual creditor of the Major's Whole fa- # 
ny. ese n ee e e c, OS 
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Mrs. Buhanun was much too ſine a lady to regulate 
© expenditures by reecipts, and was of courſe often at ; 
| loſs for ways and means; ſhe was fond of cards, without 

being compleat miſtreſs of any game, and in conſequences 
© general Joſer; and though ſhe ſeldom had condeſcended 
to honor Roſs with any other mark of confidence, never 

2 {prac Arg maid" to borrow a guinea. or two 

= - n wanted - money, nor ever thought of payio 
—_— ſhe did not. os 1 ” 25 ' 
2 K ttie, wild, good nat ured, and agr eeable, knew how 
to coax whatever ſhe wanted from Roſa; and little ex- 
penditures for her own-girls, as ſhe called Emma and Jeſſy, 
which the Major had bid her carry to account, ſhe could 
not prevail on herſelf to give in to tlie executors ; in 
Hort, there is no, concealing the misfortune when or 
_ wherever it happens; poverty, with all its ugly con. 

= was beginning to Aare our heroine in the 


Thueſe evils. the Doctor's offer: might remedy ; but 
| however tranhent all other good things appeared, ſhe had 
nat ceaſed to value her own integrity; Doctor Cameron 
_ way a man, whom, as a friend, her heart eſteemed, but 
eint whom, as a huſband, it revolted 4 ſhe anſwered 
letter with @ delicate frankneſs, /o delicate that even 
| her rejection encreaſed his affection and encouraged his 
hos he” wrote again ; was more explicitly refuſed ; 
ſenſible that to-ceaſe- Ibving, it was abſolitely ne- 
cellary he ſhould ceaſe to ſee her, declined his viſits. 
The Major was now as little thought of by Mrs. Bu- 
 hanun'as if he had died at Nootka Sound ſeven years 
back. ——Kattie's beauty brought every male of rank that 
either lived at, or viſited Ediaburgh, to Holy-Rood- 
- Houſe; and where the men are, women will alſo be. 

Mrs. Buhanun's parties both at home and abroad, were 

the moſt brilliant, crowded, frequent, and faſhionable in 
Scotland';-ſhe had already caſt her eye round the heirs of 
te noble families, to all of whom ſhe had free accels, 
for one wortby to lay his title and fortune at the fect of 
- her beautiful Kattie, and out of about a dozen ſprigs of 

— quality the oaly/ preſent difficulty ſeemed to be op which 
do fig. Ia a'diletrima; ſo'delicyte, who ſo proper to con- 

— ſult as her unwearied friend, Mr. Frazer. Thi 
1 DDR Ins 8 22 is 
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This gentleman, elated at the conſequenee his execu- 
torſhip gave him with ſo fine and faſhionable a woman as 
Mes, Bubanun, and proud to be guardian to fo beautiful 
a girl as her daughter, had lately deliberated on a'very 
important point in his own mind; the ſerious queſtion 
with him, at the moment the fair widow as ferio 
alked him, which of three Marquiſſes, three Earls, and 
four Barons, he would adviſe her to think on for Kattie, 
was the old parody of To marry, or not to marry.”* - 

Mr. Frazer was a batchelor of ſome flanding in the 
world z and notwithſtanding his exceſſive gentility, muſt 
have found high living and good company rather inconve- = 
nient, bad it not been for the honeſt hoards of his father. 
He liked not his profeſſion, and truth to ſay, his profeſ- = 
hon liked not bim; very few of its emoluments paſſed "iſ 
through his hands, becauſe fewer til] were ſubmitted to 
his judgment ; he however did all he could towards being M4) 
a great man, and if he did not ſucceed, it was not his 
fault. 9 05 

Haviog little buſineſs, and much leifure, he wus à pa- 
tron of ſcience; a paſſionate admirer of 'muſic, a diſeiple 
or the muſes, a ſubſcriber to the concert, a renter of the - 
Were, a frequenter of the aſſemblies, and every thing 
that money, without family or real fortune, could be.” 

Mrs. Buhanun was ill a fine woman, her income hand- 
ſome, her children provided for; and above all, ſhe was 
carelſed and admired by that deſcription of people with 
whom it was his ambition to be well; the only incum- 
brance about her was the gay enough gif] whom he had 
not ſeen, or given himſelf the trouble to enquire after 
due the Major's death; but there was a way he could 
and to get rid of ber; and ſo as he had little fortune 
and Jeſs mtereſt, and as Mrs. Buhanun had, compara- 
tively,” a great ſhare of both, he determined on offering 
hie hand, when an opportunity, which be had fore- 

httenough to expect, ſhould, by putting it in hls 
er to render her ſome acerptable ſervice, ſmooth the 


eur could not be mare loxuridady fed; the widow © WW 
nun was every thing to every body; did the fail to ; 
ren,, $ 
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banun and bonny Kate of Caſlle Gowrand were in it. 


enilt without, conſtant parties, ſo it appeared no party 
could exiſt without them; and thus paſſed the ſeaſon at 
Edinburgh, vill the races, which cloſes the world there 


_ Caledonian Mercury, the Edinburgh Courant, the He- 


the ber borny Kattie was irreſiſt ible than by this time 


85 u every avenue to th: heart of a beautiful girl, under 
- he tultion of ſuch #mother, ,- 


+310 © THEBEGOGAR ns 
8 . 


the evening. All the fathionable people at Eqinburgh 


. of their on harmonious ſtrains in the world, and an ex- 


learned and ſcientifie-people of Edinburgh will crowd to 
_ the play in defiance of the worſt entertainment of the 


as well as oy very beautiful, out danced every body; 
rs 


more, to. live for her ; neither were thoſe fame young 


olf her daughter, Jeſs tardy in their movement. 


her abſence was the theme of - converſation and regret for 


ſubſi:ribe to a-concerty but-it is a general obſervation, 
though the rules are extremely flrict to admit none but 
ſubſcribers, very few. of them have time to go to it them. 
felves'; ſo-that Urbani, unqueſtionably the firſt warbler 


gellent band, play and ſiog, with all-the advantage of x 
lofty ceiling and an empty room; but the preſence of the 
charming widow and her fair daughter could even make 
the concerts faſhionable z and the balcony box at the 
theatre, on Saturday nights, When right or wrong the 


week, wes the gazing point of all ranks when Mrs. Bu- 


If a private ball was given, the firſt thing thought of by 
the gentlemen, was to engage Kane! — who, 


in ſhort, as Mrs. Buhanun and her daughter could not 


* * 


for the year, were faſt approaching. 
«The Major's death had been Formally announced in the 


mldg this, Mrs. Buhanun had long flattered berſelf, was 
the only piece of information wanting to bring crowds 
ot-adorers to hey feet; yet- ber ſables had been thrice 
changed, and no mortal choſe to die, por, what was 


lords whom ſhe had the goodneſs to ſelect for the choice 
Mes, Buhanon could not be more perfectly convinced 


the young lady was berſelf4 perſuaded of the advantages 
ſhe hzd-berſelt loſt, by giving her band to the Major be- 
fore the had been properly ſhewn to the world, a misfor- 
tune ſhe never ceaſed to lament, no wonder vanity, a 
weed as prolific-as obnoxious, ſhould have already over- 
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which was pretty remarkable, could not be gratified but 
by a ſplendid marriage. Mamma was perpetually enjoin- 
ngMiſs. not to liſten to proſeſſions of love from any thing 
os lord, and a rich lard ; which, as theſe commands 
perfectly accorded with her own wiſhes, the Ry 
promiled to obey. - 

But, as we D no lord talked * marriage, 


though every creature, high and low, ſaid and thought | 


donn Kattie of. Caſtle Gowrand a perfect beauty. This 
appeared to the widow —— and the began, os: 
link of changing the ſcene. 

The ſweets of .Caſlle e were walting4n thonks- 
ſert air; the looker and his wife were growing rich in 
theproduce of a garden thai bad been the Major's pride and 
delight z chere, a ſulneſs of cvery bleſſing awanted her; 
but there were no lords, no dreſa, no ſhew, and very 


few balls, khat 1 is to n. fow in b Edin- 


bargh. 


True, ſhe hed invitations all over Scotland; $a the 


ms anxious her Kattie ſhould- be ſcen at an Engliſh wa- 


uring place ; ſo, as no creature, who is auy body, canſtay. 
in Edinburgh ter the Faces, ſhe ſettled: the matter, s 


far as in her own mind it could be ſettled, that is, ſhe 


bad her own approbation of the tempting (chewin there 


vas however one impediment, which, though bencath 
the conſideration of a handſome widow, ſometimes over- 
turns che moſt brilliant and belt concerted plans. 


The executors finding, though the Major” s Weſt India 
ſuings had gradually decreaſed, there remained afmall 
overplus after paying all demands on his aſſets, advanced 


Mrs. Buhanun one whole r income to 1 705 the 
world, 


Four hundred al was a ſum 4. laberst to any. be 


ld before paſſeſſed at one time, that counting on ita 


memtude by a comparative recollection of the one five 


and ten pound notes ſhe uſed to get from her buſband for 
te purſe, ſhe ſet herſelf down as a-righ woman, 
i wanaged, that it had flid through her fingers, in 


odd unaccountable manner, that couſidet ing the bel 
age demands of ber tradeſmen, {he.gravely. as. 125 


belief it bad raniſhed by e 
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heir mutual taſte ſor ſhew, expence, and pleaſure, 
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Mrs. Buhavun's familiarity with Roſa had encreaſed 
with ſuch rapidity fince ſhe became her mantua maker, 
milliner, and tire woman, that ſhe had not only borrowed 
the poor remains of her purſe, But actually ſometime; 
3 condeſcended to aſk her advice. | 

| The faſhions at Edinburgh are full four hundred miles 
behind London, except a Campbell, an Abercorn, or a 
Gordon happen to ſhew themſelves for the benefit of bad 
- © imitators. 8 

Nola, like thoſe foyely women, had an inborn grace, 
a taſte, a manner, always new and always pleafing ; and 
Mrs. Buhanun ſhining with borrowed, or rather ſtolen 
luſtre, being now known not to employ any milliner, had 

_- the credit of inventing as well as . 
But notwithſtanding che fair widow's good humour, 

| the ſituation. of our heroine was for from being enviable; 

he had, by ber natural deſire to oblige, got involved in 
_ _Grfheulties/from which it was impoſſible to extricate her- 
ſelf. Mrs. Bubanun's inſatiable vanity encreaſed by being 
died the moſt attractive and elegant attire could not be 
put ona fecond time without alterations; and this te- 
Adious diſpoſal of time was no leſs injurious to the health 
than the mind of the young artiſt. Sometimes, when 
_ Mrs. Buhanun dined out, ſhe would ſteal to the Calton, 
dad having gained the flat on the ſummit, where ſeldom 
any other being paſſed the lone hour; there, in the calm 
_ contemplation of the beautiful objects, once fo kindly 
mted to ber-obſervation by the friend who yet lived in 

Ser memory, her mind roſe above its. forrow., Les,“ 

the would fay, „though among the ties that cement ſo- 

cial intercourſe, the forlorn Roſa is a wretched unique, 
here, under the immediate eye of Him who created this 
"Is grand aſlemblage of majeſtic, ſublime, and beautiful, ! 
| feel, I, even J, am a part of his wonders; and though 
this luxuriant landſcape; yon cloud-cap'd Highlands; 
that white fail, filling up the Firth of Forth; nor the 
boundlefs ocean, bearing on its curling boſom the fate 
and fortune of the buſy multitude, has ought for poor 
- Roſa,” he whoſe all-ſeeing eye penetrated the wretched 
| / bovel where my infant miſeries were ſheltered, will” not 
| now torlake me: I inbale the clear air, tread on the 
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ec, nature's moſt delicious carpet, —I hail the 
y the opening ſpring,—and I feel the Gotl'of 
wonder and of merty fn my ſoul” + - 

From theſe walks, her cheeks glowin with the ema- 
nation of true devotion, ſhe returned, if not happy, at 

led, to a home-from whence ſentiments. and 

ſenſe congenial to her own were baniſhed, and where Mrs. 

Buhanun had deprived her of the power to give that 
relief to the ſad heart which always gladdened her own. 

Too delicate to open her aching mind to the children 

of-her whom her ſorrows muſt criminate ; abandoned 


Miſs-Croak, and ſelf-deprived of the friendſhip of Doctor | 


Cameron; but for the rambles to the ſummit ot the ro- 
mantic, Calton, what would have become "of ohr poor 


Te the left the Buhanuns by her own choice, and: 'the | 
widow was now too ſeuſible of her value to let it be with 
her's, where could ſhe go? to whom apply? She had not 
wenns do take ther from Scotland, and the clothes ſhe 
brought from the ſouth had, like her purſe, been ſo con- 
veatent to Mrs. and Miſs Buhanun that one was 'of as 
little worth as the other; and often would ſhe repeat: 

dee nothing to which I can lay claim, except a 
grave, when the weight. of my * ſhall briog 
me there.“ 

8o entirely indeed was her mind ſubdued to her fitu- 
ition,” that che concerns of life, as far as they reſpected 
herſelf, were totally indifferent. She became ſilent and 
deſected; reſerved in her manners, languid in converſation, 
careleſs in-dreſs ; and indeed looked altogether more like 
the ſhade than the ſubſtance of 2 3 ind: 
un Roſa, , | | 


1 
. ! 4 N IE ; 


* 


I _ of troubles that did not immediately relate to herſelf, 


| . a tear of gratitude from an heart of adamant, and was 


might have commanded any, thing, a man old enough to 


but proceeded nevertheleſs to ſtate her injuries, her trov- 


— 


 zoncluded-by declaring the was undone, if ſhe could pot 


of a few vexations, which. about this Ame rather ruffled 
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Max. VE was rater too bett and too 
volatile, to be very clear ſighted in the cauſes or effects 


ſhe however thought proper to make Roſa the confidant 


the ſweetneſs of ber own temper. .* 
The four hundred pounds per annum, 18 bad drawn 


at firſt conſidered. as ſo generous and liberal a proviſion, 
had been now fo long canvaſſed, not as what it was, but 
what it might have been, that it had diminiſhed to a 
poor pitiful allowance for a woman of her ſpirit, and hap- 
pening.now. to be, as many fine ladies often are, at their 
wit's end for money, ſhe ſent for Roſa o comfort and 
adviſe her. 
„Never; cried the handſome os by never, my 
dear Roſa, was a woman fo ſacrificed and ſo uſed ; after 
marrying in the bloom of, youth and beauty, when | 
be bg my great- randfather, to be left with an allowance 
hardly — to buy pins.“ 


. Roſa, who had Ly uſed to theſe fort of exclama- 
tions, and dear Roſa,. when Mrs. Buhanun wanted 
| 2 borrow of her, mildly anſwered the had not a guinea 


That, Mrs. Bubanun told her, ſhe knew well enough; 


bles and diſtreſs, complaining and aſking advice in the 
fame breath. 
Roſa liſtened to one, ut could not afford the a 
The widow went on a long ftring of grievances, and 


mie three or four hundred j 2 1 
| | W 
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Now Doctor Cameron would do any thing her dear 
Roſa alked, and if ſhe would only borrow-of him, i in ** 
een name, or aſk him to advance it for her. ä 

Rola coloured, Borrow! alk a pecuniary obligation 
of Doctor Cameron, impoffible!“ She calmly decline 
to! do either. ; | 

Mrs. Buhanun was outrageous. | 

Roſa afſured her, if ſhe poſſeſſed has! or a wack 
krger ſum, it would be entirely at her orders; but 
ſie would not incur obligation without ability to pay. 


Did the proud over-bearing heart of Mrs. Buhanufti 


fedl reproof from the juſt ſentiment of the . unaſſuming 
Roſa ? or was it diſappointment that fo deeply tinged. 
ker cheek 7” 

Moe incur obligation without ability to pay! but * 
tave ability.” 


You are happy, and it is therefore for you, not me 
to be obliged.” - 

Mrs. Buhanun muſed ; Reabarough; gay Scarborough 
in her head and heart, 4 1f- Roſa had that, or twice 
the Jum zs a thought ſtruck her, Roſa had, that is, ſhe 
might have twice we fum whenever ſhe pleaſed to de- 
mand it, _ 

Step, my dias Roſa, to my Been „Ping e 
the bundle of papers you Will find in the firl Arawer?? 

Roſa did as ſhe was directed, and was firack dumb 
vith forrow and ſurpriſe, when Mrs. Buhamin produced 
bills to the amount of fix hundred pounds, which would 
ruin her paſt redemptian, if not paid before ſhe left town, 
md prevent Kattie from marrying a man of rank and 
talkion. 

Roſa's viſible ſurpriſe did not ſtop the widow's volubjs 
lityz the went on to demonſtrate that both ker on ruin 
Mer daughter's marrizge depended on her rating at 
laſt the major part of fix age pound. 

Nei cold not confute argumente on a ſubje& ſo 
bew. 
A ocetelr hope,” ſaid ſhe, “ your fear — — 
r and that Mils Kattic's advancement may take 
Gy,” repeated Mrs. Bubanun, “ may Miss! ny 
w But ſoftening her voice, * Sy; what can 

100 in the wean . 
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Roſa, who even during®theſe confidential. converfet;. 
ons, was employed, laid down4her-work, and railing her 
expreſſive eyes, gliſtening through her tears, Ah Mis. 
Buhanun !“ ſaid ſhe, * why alk advice of one ſo little 
ualified to give it? have, uu no jaward monitor to 
Penk to your heart? look back on the ſcenes that have 
reduced you to ſo mortifying a dilenuna; look ſtill far. 
der back. to, that beautiful retreat where prudence in-. 
Wies, aud peace awaits vou; where your charming 
girls may attain that, perfection which will ennoble them; | 
where their reſpected father delighted to ſee them; 
Where the gravity of the. matron, and fondneſs of the 
mother may be conſolidated ; where 
« Fine tuff indeed,“ interrupted the bandſome wi. 
Now; * yes, yes, 1 ſee your drift; you would return 
to your burn fide; you would live at my expence, while 
you tremble, leſt I Mauld aſk the loan of the ſum leſt 
Fou by my fooliſh hufband ; but ſatisfy -yourſelf, Miſs; 
£ 1 ſhall do withaut either that or taking yon to Caſtle 
 ', _Gowrand. 
. - The train of ideas which the mention. of the burn 
- fide conjured up, flaſhed like lightning on all Roſa's 
tender recollections, when again another flaſh taught her 
0 underſtand and to deſpiſe the proud reproacher. 
The Major's memorandum, Mr. Frazer contended, 
when he ſpoke in pros on the ſubject to Dr. Cameron, 
any more than Colonel Buhanun's be were not bind- 
ing on their ſucceſſors ; the latter being addreſſed to his 
uncle, as heir at law, and. he dying before any affets had 
| cone to hand, or even legal — arrived of the Colo- 
' *.4 nes actual death, had no claim on the next heirs; and 
. the former, dated ten months before the Major's death, 
ner which time he was in ſound health, and diſpoſing 
memory and might have, made a freſh will, or put a 
op codicil-to the preſent one, was of ſuch a queſtionable 
Hature, that he, as. an executor, "ſhould not think him- 
felt jultifed in paying iter. 
Doctor Cameron pretended to no {kill in the glorious 
| 5 any of the-law, but anſwered a ſpeech which 
Lot Mr. Frazer much time, both to frame and delivey 
Ada avfew words, as ;a refolution to pay the legacy at tus 
.oxn.nik could be put into, and as the utmoſt ſtretch a 
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Aud not object to that, there the mitter for 
ide ended. | 
Doctor Cameron's hope, that Roſa would, by 'accept- 
mg his hand, place her elf above the want ve hun- 

dred"poundsy prevented his mentioning the Major's be- 
queſt, when he was in habits of ſeeing her; and fince 
hope expired, bis- health and ſpirits had been ſo much 
and fo equally affected, he reſolved to let it ſtand over 
tl] the expirazion of the year, when he predetermined 
td have ĩt paid to her by Mr. Frazer, without a at of 
the doubt of its legality. 

Mr. Frazer had not ſeen Rofi onee ſince the Maj or's ' 
death; and Mrs, Buhanun, bad ſhe not been rar i =- 
by him, would have been the laſt perſon to inform her WM 
ſhe was in any degree independant of her favour. 

Hut inerperienced as Roſa was in all pecuniary mat- | 
ters, the could not now help underſtanding that her be- 
loved friend had given her a laſt proof of his aſfection. Ie 
was a ſubject on which ſhe bad never thought, though 
certainly, as he knew fo exactly her ſituation, which fe 
had in a great meaſure concealed from his wife, the ex- 
petation, that he would take ſome care of her, was 
; mtural ; Roſa's ignorance of the world, and that only, = 
could preclude ſuck expectation. A flood of grateful. 
jars gaſhed from her downcaſt ; ſhe was in an in- 
tat st Caitle Gowrand, hanging on the Major's arm, \ | 
Woking down the precipice on the paradiſe of ſweets, Ti 
md hearing * truth come-mended from his tongue.“ 1 

No, Mita,” repeated Mrs;  Bulaoun, riſing with is 


the-dignity of-a tragedy queen “ noj 1 ſhalb not con- 
delcend to be refuſed by you.“ „ 
At this propitioas moment it was that + letter, ſealed 1 
mith'a-barbed heart, and ſigned" A. Frazer, was pus _ 
ao the white hand of the charming widow' Buhanune - 3 
With the contents of this letter the reader has been 
tied, and as it opened to the widow's hope 
bor the evils that how affailed her, and held out 
ier of compaſſing the Scarborough ſcheme, her 
itated, her cheeks nahes. and ſhe ordered = 
dy the bills. '} 
not that ſuch a EE Pha idea could fot. 3 14 
r. head, — 5 —- _ 
3. * : [1 
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”  Uwllowing Kattie Buhanun was a very fine girl; but ad- 
mixed as ſhe was, he had by no means adopted her mo- 
.ther's ſanguine hopes, nor approved of the methods ſhe 
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more to be pitied for the misfortune. of . loving, than de- 
ipiſed for the preſumption of addrefling her; ſince his 
being over head and ears in love, was the natural conſe- 


both, to advance her a few hundreds. | 


her lovely daughter. 


of blooming nature was concentered in one face, a face 


monie. 


ee Doctor had been ſo unuſed to ſee Roſa in any 


in her looks. 


obliged to give place to feelings of a nicer texture ;| M. 


besleh of the waman be loved; for till he had taken 


ba 
„ 
o 1 


* 


ing the hand of Mr. Frazer, the ſoo of her buſband', 


looker, who however, poor man, was, ſhe. confeſſed, 


quence of the familiar footing he was on in her houſc : 
but ſhe bad a great opinion of her own management, and 
a ſtill greater one of her charms ;/ and between one and 
the other, it would be hard. indeed if ſhe could not per 
ſuade an <xecutor, ſo perfeQly under the influence of 


This indeed was an hour of triumph every way; for 
the: honourable Mr. Angus, a handſome, ' accompliſhed 
young man, in poſſeſſion of a large and clear eſtate, of 
the beſt blood in Scotland, and heir to a dukedom, bad 
that morning requeſted Doctor Cameron would do him 
the” hotour of an introduction to Mrs.. Buhanun, and 


Although in DoQor Cameron's opinion all the beauty 


on which he forbad himſelf to look, he could not help 


took to accompliſh, them; he was nevertheleſs ſo inte- 
reſted in the welfare vf the daughter of his deccaſcd 
friend, that his honeſt heart glowed with pleaſure; he 
acknowledged the high honour Mr. Angus intended the 
ladies, and. haſtening to appriſe them of it, did not in 
his zeal wait to be announced, but entered ſans. cere- 


+ _ 4 «© = a _ 


af the: fitting rooms, and he had indeed lately been ſo 
uunſed to ſee her at all, that his aſtoniſhment. was not 
more evident than his concern at the alteration he ſaw 4 


- 


be Honourable Mr. Angus and bis Dukedom” wat 


I - 
e —. -— 


Buhanun and her, daughter, with all their, concerts, 
were totally abſorbed in the dearer intereſt he felt for the 


ye =» 


Roſa's-hand, felt her pulſe, and. aſkcd a.thouſand que 
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PID about "Ta health; he recollected nothing in the 
mortal race but herſelf. | | 
He inſiſted ſhe was in very ill health : that ſitting. was © 
not good for her ; that ſhe muſt inſtantly lay down her 
work z that ſhe muſt change the air; that he muſt ſee 
her every day; that nothing in the world, not even her- 
ſelf, who was worth all the world, ſhould” prevent his” 
viliting her; and he would not relinquiſh her cold hand 
till the promiſed to admit bim at all times and at all 
hours, and follow all his preſcriptions ; when this was 

ſetiled, be had leiſure to think-of the purpoſe of his 

velit. | 
After what has been ſaid reſpecting the rauk of ſo- 1 
ciety- in which the Bubanuns moved, it cannot be ſup» | 

poled-a vifit from a man of quality was any thing extras  , 

ofdinary'; no, but the purport of Mr. Angus s viſit © 

could not be miſtaken ; he had. applied in proper don. 

e the guardian, and all was as it ſhould be. It 

== There, Miſs,”” ſaid Mrs. Bubanun, exultingly, as 3,0 

in pulling the bell violently» the cord; broke, there, 

ſee what, may be,” | 
The ſervants were now to be diſpatched i in ſearch of © 

Miſs Kattie, who was in habit of paying morning yiſits / 

from the further end of George- ſtreet to the Links, * 
At ſeven preciſeſy Mrs, 5 — und her fair daugh⸗-⸗- 

ter, armed for conqueſt, and Mrs. and Mie Maxwell, - 

two plain ill dreſſing women, ſcleQed for the oecalion, - 

afſembled in the drawing room, one“ heart, at leaſt, - 

e with expectation of tha Boncurable- Mr. | 


ws young gentleman more than anſwered. the expec- 
tation of the ladies in every point but one; he had a 
inzperion and pleaſing countenance z his manners. were 
ah polite, and dignified, without egotiſm or mel 
bn, but my uncle's marks were not on him; | 
and ow" the-manner in which he paid his reſpects ta "4 , 
k 14 Doctor Cameron could have e had he not, 21 1 

Wd; known to the contrary, it was the firſt time of 
his ever ing her. 

There was alſo a reſtleſſneſs in his manner which all. 
the 3 tions of the ladies could not remowe: K 
* Ipecch, an involuntary tart, and an eye 


"Bo. *  perpriually..> . 


"x , 
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perpetually turned to the door, prepared them in fone. 
degree for, the ſurpriſe he treated them with, Whey after 
a ſhort half hour's indifferent. chaty, during which his 
watch had been confulted at leaſt a dozen times, hr 
made his bow, leaving Miſe Kattie humming Moggy 
_ Lawther; and ber mamma, though charmed with t 
Honourable Mr. Angus, the great eſtate in poſſeſſion, 
1 in reverſion, but Ralf pleaſed with his ſhort 
vi t. | A F N 1 
» He however came the next morning, and lounged a. 
full hour, and the next, and the next, and to compleat 
all, attended them to the play on Saturday. 
both the guardians were convinced of the lover's 
honourable iatentions ; Me. Frazer became more deſpe- 
_ rately in love. every moment, and had the generoſity to 
advance five hundred poynds out of the Maj s aſlets, 
to prevent his widow from being diſtreſſed; at the period 
when two fuck” important affairs were in agitation, as 
the marrying of Mr. A. Frazer, writer to the fignet, 
to the handfome widow Buhanun, and the Honourable 
Mr. Angus, future Duke, of Athelane, to her. daugh- 
ter. BY; 


Mrs. Buhanun's expences of all ſorts. now encreaſcd 
with her great proſpeQs ; the end propoſed by going to 
an Engliſh watering- place was anſwered, without takin 
fo long a journey; but as no doubt the marriage mu 
won take place, and in that caſe the bridegroom would 
myite tite family to one or other of his ſeats, there 
' would, thank heaven! be no returning to that ſtupid 
Place Caſtle Gowrand ; ſo ſhe requeſted Mr. Frazer 
would endeavour to let it. e 
_ © Mr. Frazer made an aſſenting bow but as he had a 
tenant in his mind's eye, and, moreover, did not think 
it fo very ſtupid a place, he foffered that · mat ter to 1cit. 
Meanwhile Rofa, more willingly buſy than ever, in 
decorating Katrie, loſt all the benefit of the DoRor's 
kind attendance, by the ſedentary Ie ſhe could not now 
Help leading; but Mrs. and Miſs Buhanun being one 
day gone to a dinner at Queen's-Fetry, Dr. Cameron 
brought bis fiſter in a hired toagh to the door, and in- 
5 = on taking Roſa, Emma, ind Jeffy to dine at Roſ- 
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4 much confined as Roſa, 'waited not for a ſecond in- 
vitation, but with their hats in-+their hands, Kipped= 


down the ſtair, ſinging, 
oss in the ſcaſom of he year,” 


and proteſtiog Rollin was: of all others the” phe they 
wiſhed to ſee. 


The ' indifference which was every leer encreaſivg/ on | 


Rola diſpoſition rendered her paſſive, and the happy 
Doctor. had the e to accompany her to 3 ſcene 


The weather was warm; they dined under a marquee "pp 


in the garden, on delicacies Doctor Cameron had previ- 
onlly ordered from Ediuburgh, and devoted the after» - 
noon to rambles, where the eye of taſte would never tire, 
nor the foul of ſenſibikty ever ſatiate. 

As Roſa looked down from the brow of the hill ib. 
deleending to the Caſtle, ſhe changed eolour, an univer- 
{al trembling feized her frame; and bears guſhed 


her eyes : The romantic woods; the tranſparent — n 


tue white ones from fide, to fide, all ſtruck her as a re · 
ſenblagge to the dear burn ſide; ſhe rambled with a» 
mixture of anguiſh and delight - through the impetvious 
glace, and fitting dowr on a rude ſtone at the entrance + 
of one of the caves celebrated by the ancient bards of 
Lethian now refreſhed by the Lier breeze whiſpering 
through the thick foliage, and now enchanted' with the 
ranegated proſpect, which unexpected openings diſplay- 
ed, * Ah!“ faid he, this is inckekck the e 5 


* 


® Joys that are gone, pleaſing, yet mournful.” 


Doctor Cameron could not miſtake + her- Auch Be 
eh i himfelf ; he had gone to the burn fide a root | 
time after the affecting ſcene never to be forgotten, ad 
iy believe the beauties of Roflin were even ex- 
ceeded there. 

vor Cameron's heart was Cordon feel; but not 

wels ſympathetic tenderneſs, while bhis/fifter 3 
5 in the delighted romping girls, he with a ten- 
oo, in which the friend predominated over the 
over, cd Roſa ks © by the pretty cottage; up * 
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to the chapel, where the gothic grandeur and natural 
implicity, | which". rivalled each other, diverted her 
thoughts, and-fixed-tbemx on of jects leſs painful, though 
not lets ſolemn. She now trod on ſacred ground; the 
duſt of the Lords of Roſlin, of heroes, and of princes, 
lay-under the range of pillars that yet tell poſterity what 
Sevtland was, even in the ages of barbariſm. | 

Returniog from the front entrance of the chapel, by 
the-road to the ind where the coach was waiting, to 
carry them baek to Edinburgh, a trampling of horſes 
cauled them to ſtop ; a party of gentlemen, who had 
been dining at Penycuke, paſſed ; one of whom, on 
turning bis head, happened to meet the eye of Roſa, 
| whole crimſoned- cheek was out-crimſoned by the gen- 
* tleman's ; he inſtantly 'threw himſelf off his horſe, and 
approaching the party; accoſted Doctor Cameron with 
þ -@ reproachiul, © Ah Doctor! The Doctor made a 
| ._  ' paſling bow, andhanded the ladies to the coach. 
| 2 or Cameron, ſaid the gentleman, laying his 
1 hand en the coach door, ©. won't you have the gooducſs 
to introduce.me/to theſe ladies? ?: -— 
be Doctor was embarraſſed; he thought che per- 
ceived the clue to a myRery that had a good deal puz- 
led bim he had no hope of Roſa himſelf, that is, not 
a hope he dared indulge, but though ay 
3 „Nope without hope ere loved the brighteſt fair, 
et love will hope, where reaſon would deſpair ;” 


and ſo Doctor Cameron certainly did; elſe why was he 
ſo anxious for the coach to proceed when the gentleman 
Rood with his hand on the door? Why at the ſame in- 
Wat that he-anſwered,. “ Certainly, Sir,“ did he pull 
out his watch, and exclaim, he had not a. moment to 
loſe? and when the perſeverance of the unwelcome intru- 
der put it out of his power to avoid announcing; him, did 
be game Mr, Angus“ in ſo hurried and indiſtioct 2 
manner, that had not the name been familiar to all the 
ladies, it would have been impoſſtble to underſtand him? 
- Mr. Angus's bow to Roſa was ſo particular, that it 
again called the blood into her check. | 
= ®. Good night, Doctor Cameron,“ ſaid he, gravely ; 
L -- © Tam obliged to you ; I thank ye for the children.” . 
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odor Comeron with a. half bow bid the ; Sis 


be p Pray,” ſaid he, alder a W of ſome vaten 
hae you ever ſeen Mr. Angus before?“ 

„ think,” anſwered Roſa, with her uſual frankvely;; 
hate; 1 met him once on the Calton hill; he was 
there with ſome gentlemen, at an hour and place when 
1 had been uſed to take my ſolitary ramble, quite free 
from obſervation or interruption ; he was rather rude . 
thought, ſo much ſo that he vag ri my again taking 
my uſual walk ; I have fince ſeen him from my window 
once or twice; but did not know he was the gentleman?” 
who addreſſed Miſs Kattie.“ 

The Doctor groaned in ſpirit ; he had aſſured Roſa, 
aud flattered himſelf that he was no longer her lover, but 
the pang he felt at this moment was as little like friendſhip. * 
ile Gi hick impelled him to follow her tor the 54.0 
lide. 

The reader will by this time ſulpeR, with Doctor Ca- 
meron, chat it was not of bonny Kattie of Caſtle Gow-, 
rand, whom every body adored ; but of modeſt Roſa, 

whom: no body Inet, that Mr. Aogus was enamonred.. |, 
party of young men, who had dined together at, 

Bailles, not knowing what better io do with, themſelves,” : 
agreed to kill an hour at Golf in the evening their car- 
rages were not in waiting, and there happened to be no 
hacks on the bridge, they were too indolent to Walk to 
Leith or the Links; ſo adjourned to the flat on the top 
of the Calton, which Roſa had hitherto concluded was, 
tothe diſcredit of taſte, reſorted to only by berlelf, or 
ſome fad recluſe like her. | 

Mr. Angus ſeeing a lady dude in the Abe of a 
the Golf, fo loſt in meditation as neither to hear nor ſee. 
the Moyers, ran forward to warn her of her danger, and © 
then at that inſtant diſcompoſing ber black veil, he. 
wick by the full view of a face, which, when the 
long eye laſhes, which ſeemed to reſt on her fine formed 
cheeks, were raiſed, and her brilliant eyes darted their 
ens full upon him, he thought the moſt beauti- 
the band of nature ever formed, 

Rob courtficd, and turning back, took the neareſt. 


tb. - Mr. Angus 1 remained rivetted to by 
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ſpot till the was almoſt out of ſight, when ſeized with 


an irreſiſtible deſire again to beho 


a face ſo uncommonly 


attractive, he darted after her, and endeavoured to draw 


her into converſation by a profuſion of the common 
place compliments with which young men, whoſe rank is 
a licence for impertinence, abound ; he deified her a 
thouſand times over, and entreated her to allow him to 
pay ber his adoration at her own home, wherever that 


ofa was offended at the freedom of his manner, and 


_embartaſſed at his perſeverance ; the propriety of her 
conduct, and the delicacy of ber l ime 


entiments, were equally 
outraged, and her face was crimſoned deeper with anger 
than it had been with modeſty at his firſt accoſting her; 
aſter having twice requeſted he would not be trouble- 
4 ſhe deigned not to anſwer any thing he ſaid, 


_ * Frowning ſevere in youthful beauty,” 


- quickened her pace, followed quite to the palace by the 


enchanted Mr: Angus, who, having houſed. her, returned 


. to his companzons, to deſcribe with rapture and admira- 


ion the molt lovely creatuie in exiſtence. 


Aker a bearty laugh at his expence, he was aſked, if 
the” goddeſs wore mourning 27,00 6 


_ Yes.” oy | | 
- ©" And you followed her to the palace? 


"4 Yes.” FC. 


„ Hoot ! have you never before ſcen bonny Kattie of 


Cath Gowrapd, the prettieſt girt in Scotland, the hand- 


Tome widow Buhanun g eldeſt daughter? every body knows 


ber.“ \ | 
Mr. Angus was that fort of man, that did not admire 
za woman the more for body's Enowing ber; but the 


. face of the lady whom he ſuppoſed to be the Edinburgh 


toalt, made a decp impreſſion on his mind, and he was 
exactly at the ſame hour on the Calton the next day, in 
hope to meet ber, from whence he purſued the path the 
kad taken. 2 29h, 

Out of humour at his diſappointment, he loitered 
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bösted on bis mind, ſeated” at a window, too ahead on 
ber work to be ſenfible of the ſentiments ſhe inſpired. 
Mr. Avgus now almoſt lived on the Calton ; for there 


and there. only could he ſee the object who, ſpite of bin. 
(ef, retained an intereſt in his heart. 


He was obliged to ſhorten his ſtay in Edinburgh, on 

account of the Dake to whom he was heir paſſing through 

to the Highlands, and whom reſpe& and good manners 

obliged hun to. accompany ; but change of ſcene could 

not expel the lovely viſion that had taken hold of his 

mind, and he returned determined to be introduced in a 
r manner to Mrs. Buhanun. 


The firſt glance of Kattie proved a miſtake ſome where, 


It was impoſſible he ſhould not perceive the ideas Mrs. . 


Buhanun and her daughter entertained of the nature of 
his viſit 3 nor with what avidity they ſtrove to improve 
the imprefſions they were allowed to ſuppoſe he had re- 
ceived ; nader thoſe circumſtances he felt embarraſſed ; 
de knew enough of the palace to be certain theſe were 
the apartments his inc 2 inhabited; and he fat in 
conſtant expectation of ing her enter who, though be 
could not deny the beauty of the toaſt every Body * 
was in his opinion every way her ſuperior. 

After a reſtleſs expectation of half an hour, feeling it 
irkſome either to become a'party in the ſelf-· deception of 
Mrs.” Buhanun, ber daughter, and their friends, or to 
give up all hope of a proper introduction to the object 
of his paſſion, he took the abrupt leave that at once We. 
nſhed the Doctor, and mortified the ladies. 
Doctor Cameron could not belp obſerving an nn 
ment fo new in one of the beſt bred men in Scotland; 
the whole of the ſhort viſit, though free from the — 
lity of a common dangler, was alſo equally free from 
any of the ſymptoms of a ſerious attachment 3 and al- 
though the compliments he paid the handſome mother, 


+ that, like moſt other compliments, they meant 
.. | 


Falling from the palace, over the South; Bridge, to- 
ie college, where, as he had? previouſſy informed 
Mr, Anguny he had an Dans ; he perceived that 

| gentleman 


- : 


and be beautiful daughter, were neatly pointed, and de- G 
hentely appropriate, the expreſſion in his countenance 


| 


r 


1 


n 

| WE - 8 lounging up Nicholſon-ſtrect, and was imme. 
Alately joined by him. = \ "of 

The Doctor expreſſed his ſurpriſe both at the brevity 

of his viſit at the palace, and at the rencounter- in Ni. 

_ cholfon-ſtreet. Mr. Angus- excuſed the firſt, by plead. 

ing an, indifpenfible pre-engagement, and accounted for 

the laſt by acknowledging a curioſity to know every par- 

ticular of the widow Buhanun and-her family. 

The Doctor dryly replied, there was very little to 

' know, but even that little could not be well told or un- 

. - derſtgod, in the croſſing from the ſpot where they now 
were, to the college, and between two indiſpenſible pre- 
engagements. _ fg 

Well, but Mr. Angus had only: three words to ſay, 
and he ſeised the Doctor by the button. 

-— *« Very well,” faid he Doctor, „ I will certainly 
hear you; I was apprehenſive you-wiſhed to receive infor- 
mation, not to give it ; and in that caſe it would not now 
have been in my power to oblige you.” | 5 | 

| Will you fup with me at Drumbeck's?” „ You 

| forget your indyþ-n/able engagement-; but. I cannot for- 

| _ germane,” Ot e 

Well, then, would the Doctor take one turn round | 

9 George's. Square? IRE; 8 
As the intereſt of his ward was {a materially concern - 
ed, ard as he really wiſhed for the explanation of a cou- 
duQ-which, if not myſterious, muſt be capricious, lie 
conſented, and arm in arm they walked to St. George's- 
ſquare.  - Eo” To RR 

 * But the Doctor waited. in vain for the expected expla- 
# nation. Mr. Angus wanted to know firſt whether Mrs. 

Buhanun had not more daughters? ſecond, whether they 

'Y were handfome ? and laſt, when and where they were to 

— Tc oc rar rr 7. > Ee. 

The Doctor anſwered, there were two younger Miſs 

= _Buhanun's, one of whom'in his opinion, would be fill 

more beautiful than the eldeſt ; that indeed ſhe promiſed 

| ſo very much, he thought it politic in Mrs. Bubanuv, to 
keep her back till her elder ſiſter was married. 

With this account the Honorable Mr, Angus appeared 

ſo fatisfied that he took a ſccond abrupt departure, and 

left the Doctor to his engagement at the new owe 
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to a himſelf whether the elegant, ſenſible, Ho- | 
ble Mr. Angus was not a little crazy. 

His continued vilits however appeared to pleaſe Mrs. 
Buhanun ; for though be did not exactly betray the 
tender confuſion of a timid lover in his addreſs to her 
daughter, nothing could be more animated than his re- 
ſpectful attention to herſelf; ſo that though the affair 
di got advance with all the rapidity ſhe Ws it at 
leaſt kept its ſtation with dignity. 

Mean while rumour's hundred tongues were in motion, 
and nothing talked of in the ſuperior circles, but the 
ſplendid ſettlement of the beauty. of Caſtle Gowrand. 

Mr. Angus had the pecullar felicity of being reſpected 
and beloved by all his own family ; he was only fon to 
Mr. Angus of Caithneſs, and Lady. Louiſa Athelane, 
iter to the Duke of that name and title; his grace's 
age, his fondneſs of his nephew, and above all, his fine 
ſenſe were ſufficient: ſureties of the certainty of Mr. 
Angus's ſucceſſion to the titles and eſtates of his uncle, 
who had potbing ſo much at heart as to ſee his ſucceſſor 

married, and in a proſpect of giving heirs to the ancient 
boule of Athelane. Theſe being his well known fenti- - 
mente, the bonne fortune of -Miſs Kattie engroſſed the 
converſation, excited the envy, or commanded the reſ- 

95 of all the grown miſſes and maſters 1 in or near Auld 
eekie. | 
Among the parties moſt woke in the important 

erent, was a tall, plump-looking, looſe formed damſel, 

with a flat round red face, and a pair of tremendous | 

grey eyes, which rolled in their orbits after every *1 

hog objec ; though happily for the beholders, T2. 

weis perfectly harmleſs ; for not even the ige, 2 

win, and envious ſenſation of her own little mind 3 

2 animate them iato the ſmalleſt degree of expref=. 
bon. 
iber as her who had moſt virtue, and tenacious 

wherwho bad leaſt, Miſs Bruce was a moſt inveterate 

eto the backfliders of her own ſex, and never forgave 

peer female who had the misfortune to attract a hand- 

ome feducer. She affected fine accompliſhments, cari- 
ed the human face divine with bad pencils on dirty 

Acad wrote  epigrams without wits ſongs without 

W 88 
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_ rliyme, and eſſays without reafon,. for the amuſement bf 
people who never looked. at any of them; ſhe talked like 
a t, walked like a gooſe, and drefſed like a pea. 
cock. Such was the lady who was moſt odtrageous at 
the good fortune of bonute Kattie of Caſtle Gowrand. 
Miſs Bruce was indeed. juſt now in à moſt lamentable 
condition ; for- without a ſiagle attraction, except her 
large unmeaning eyes, withöut. fortune, family, or con- 
nexions; without ſenſe, education, or good nature, this 
poor girl had actually pre-ordained herfelf” a ducheſs. 
She had happened to / be introduced at a race ball to the 
Honourable Miſs Angus; whe was the counterpart of 
ber. brother, liberal minded, handfome, lively, and 
ccable ; Having arranged a coroneted reward for all 
bose, nothing was too ſervile for her undertaking, 
in order to compals:the end ſhe had in view, by dint of 
perſeveriog cunning, ſhe-got an invitation. to viſit Miſs 
Angus st ber brother's caltle, and having once ſo far 


— 


* - ſucceeded, Angus Caſtle was never without the honour 


of her prefence, while the owner was in it; no ſooner 
did Mr. and Mifs Angus ſet out from London, for the 
_ north, than away gallopped the tall damſel to Angus. 
Callle, and their retury to the ſouth was generally her 


1 iymptom of that Rate of health which required a change 


air. 
Mie Angus had within the laſt two years choſen to 
reſide more in Englabd, and her brother more in Scot- 
land. Miſs Bruce's health therefore accommodated 
itſelf to the climate, where her fecret views were moſt 
likely to ſucceed ; and though the Scotch are particu- 
larly tenacious of etiquette, the even ventured to ware 
all reſpe& to appearances ; ber vifitations were not indeed 
actually at the caltle,. but ſhe contrived to be within an 
hour's ride backwards and forwards, and from ſome houſe 
in the neighbourhood, to borrow and return books 
from, and, to,, dear Miſs Angus's library, and out of 
regard too for that dear friend, often ſtay unaſked, 
to dine with her charming brother. OG 
6 Edinburgh, if, Mr. Angus walked, Miſs Bruce 
- did che ſame; if he rode out, ſhe knew his circuit, and 
was ſure to meet him. By continually being at Angus 


Ant; 


di Ihe was familiar with all his particular acquaint- 
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ance 3; if he made new connexiong, they were alfo ſoon 
ters; the borrowed his books, horſes, and carriage ; 
ſit in his box at the play; went with bis tickets to the 
concert ; inſiſted on 25 dancing with ber at the aſſem- 
bly ſat in the ſame pew at Scl 
fected ſuch an int in all his movements, that ſhe 
Actually perfuaded herſelf and ſome few of her friends 
into. a certainty of her being the choice of the ducal 
heir apparent ; ſhe had indeed talked ſo-long and loud 
; on the Tubje&, that he was almoſt the only perſon in 
the circle of their. common acquaintance, who was not 
informed of his happineſs; for as no body had yet ſug» 
ſted to him the probability of ſuch an event, one of 
the laſt things that would have occurred to him, was the 
cauſe or effect of Mis. Bruce's preſent uneafineſs ; be 


ch; and; in tort, aff 


nther bore with her-officious profeſſions of friendſhip on 


his fiter's account than accepted them on his own ; and 
while he laughed at the unsmiable traits in her charaQer 
a oddities witch hurt only herſelf, gave her full credie 
for the extreme ſenſibility and good neſs of: heart ſhe pro- 
teſted ſhe poſſeſſed; es n 
Mr. Angus, with more fenſe than moſt young men 
of rank, had alſo a few of their weakneſſes ; he was ex- 
tremely- indolent, and baving been long in habits of in- 
timacy with Miſs Bruce, would not take the trouble to- 
refuſe any thing ſhe aſked, any more than to reflet 
whether he did right or wrong in complying ; ſo that 
by 1mperceptible degree he was in ſome points governed. 
by a woman he neither loved nor reſpeQed: | 
Miß Bruce, it may be ſuppoſed, was an enemy to 
dent grief, for ſhe wearied every body who do 
tzr the favour of liſtening to her complaints. It Was, 
ſhe declared; the moſt horrible diſgraceful thing in nature 
fora man of Mr. Angus's rank and expectations, to 
throw himſelf away on ſuch a filly chit, fo utterly unwor- 
thy of him, and ſo unfit to ſupport-his dignity ; but as 
Mie Bruce was ſo unfortunate in her choice of phraſes as 
to blend her own diſappointment with the demerits of the 
foung beauty, ſhe failed ta excite either intereſt or com- 


- 


on, the contrary, as. it was allowed, if Mr. 


| | was reſolted to play the fool, he was right to do 
i ſome ſort-of 'apology ; ſhe was. rallied even 12 
8 - "Op | WES... 


50 $4 G 
- * * 
J - . p = 
7 * 0 
1 * „ . 
| 
* * 
4 92 * 
* k 
ak V 
* 2 1 "4 
1 & w \ I » 
\ b 

' N _ 


my 


330 © TB BEGGAR GIRB.. —_— 
beſt; friends on the exaniſhment of her dueal viſion; 
overpowered with- confuſion and mortification, ſhe took 
to her chamber; and , as, ſhe was too much enraged to 
ſend to Mr, Angus, ſo he was too much occupied to 
think of aſking after her 

But while the forſaken damſel was thus outrageois 
about the loſs, of a lover ſhe, never had, he was far from 
being the happy wover ſhe ſuppoſed him be ſtill con- 
tinued to gaze from the Cakon, and viſit at the palace, 


in hope, by ſame happy chance, ſome ſelect Party might 


be allowed to ſee Mrs. Buahanun's younger daughters, 
for ſuch he ſuppoſed his charmer to be; but at length 
finding the. miſeonſtruction on his vifits would: involve 
him ia, difficulties from which he would not probably 


_ cally extricate himſelf, he bad juſt made up bis mind to 


come to full explanation with the Doctor, and ſolicit 
bis intereſt; with the ſecluded charmer, whom he had 
imſelf acknowledged to be more beautiful than bonnie 
eie, 'when be met Roſa as we have related at Roſlin. 

ben Doctor Cameron returned to his houfe, after 
fſetting Roſa and her young companions' down at the 
palace, he found a ſhort laconic note from Mr, Angus, 
Tequeſting an immediate interview either at Drumbeck's 


hotel,” or his own-houſe. The Doctor was not quite ſo 
patient ; he declingd. either that night, but ſaid he 


would be at home at nine next morning, and immedi- 
. _ _mtely retired to his chamber, to paſs a long agitated and 
+. Reepleſs night. | 

© Aﬀter revolving every part of Mr. Angus's behaviour, 
however. prone the human mind to deceive itſelf into 
Ale concluſions, the truth was too evident; it laſhed 


on his mind wich a conviction from which he could nat 


eſcape. ; and. at once deprived him of the painful pri- 
vilege of * dragging to the grave a long chain of de · 
ceitful hopes. 1 
From the knowledge he had acquired-of Mrs. Buha- 
nun's temper, he had no doubt but her rage and diſap- 
pointment would be equal ; nor would the utmoſt excels 
of indignation be either very blameable or unnatural ; the 
. "publicity- of boch mother and daughter; the vanity of 


ohe, and the beauty of the other, had rendered them ſo 


very conſpicuous, that the expected match · was a general 
„ 1 | | 8 | F/ * 
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Heime of converſation ; and the going off of ſo ſhdvan- 
tageous a ſettlement, without the aſſignment of avy red- 
fon but prepoſſe ſſiqn in favour of a rival, would be adding 
inſult to injury, in the opinion of people unacquaint 
with the miſtake, and muſt infallibly mortify the pride, 
and wound the feelings of the child of his deceaſed 
friend, as well as tear from his-ſoul's hope the woman 
he adored. ts "iv N 
True, the anger of Mrs. Buhanun was moſt likely to 
vent atlelt on the abje& leaſt able to brave her rage; it 
would tall heavy on Roſe, who, unproteQed as ſhe was, 
and apparently without better reſource than his friend- 
ſhip, might perhaps, it was ſurely not impoſſible, accept 
his honourable protection; if he knew any thing of her 
diſpoſition, ſhe would not accept a hand once offered and 
unbandſomely withdrawn "from, the daughter of her 
ow. without great and clear explanations; theſe Mrs, 
ubanun would exert herſelf to prevent ; and if ſo, what 
not be the reſult?: | nn 
+ Roſe had indeed declared that ſhe could not feel thoſe 
ſentiments. for him, which ſhould be the indiſpenſible in- 
mates of the beart of @ woman of principle, when ſhe 
iber hand to a man of honour, and reaſon, forbad. 
te perſecute where he meant to ſolicit z but opinions. 
ſometimes altered as circumſtances changed, and might 
nor hee vary in his favor. ge [EPs 
Theſe hopes, for ſuch they really were, though almoſt 
concealed from himſelf, were not wholly againſt poſſi» 
bility, conſidering the very private and ſedentary life 
Roſa led. £3 „ 
But Doctor Cameron was not, like Will Honeycomb, 
+ man; of honour only where women were not concerned; 
his honour, his integrity, his diſintereſted+ generoſity. 
vere-alike the rule of his actions towards man, woman, 
mg child; in ſpite of all the deluſions of hope, reaſon 
would have its reign. Mr. Angus was young, hand- 
lome, "proſperous, and rich, with every agrément of: 
perſon; to captivate the eye, and with all thoſe, of eir- 
cumſtances to gratify, nay to fatiate ambition, this 
des loved Roſa, and all with reſpect to bimſelf 


was over. 
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„ Yew” ſaid he, with quivering lips, while hyt tear 
burſt from his eyes, all is- indeed over ; mine the will 
not, cannot be; and can I, knowing how ſhe will adern 
the higbeſt rank, how ſhe will ornament any ſtation; can 
I prefer my own ſelfiſh wiſh to the advancement and ho. 
nour of a women Ladore ? no, no, I was her lover, but 
Fhave ſworn to be her friend“ And though he paſſed 
a ſleepleſs night, writhing under the agony of fond te- 
| rs all the varying ſenſations of hopeleſs paſſion, 
. _ the: reſolutfon-with which he vowed to keep that cath 
inviolate, was not to be ſhaken... | 
At nine precifely Mr. Angus was announced; he en- 
- tered with a-ſtern countenance anger and: reproach vi- 
ſibly blended: on his clouded brow. | 
The Doctor's brow was alſo clouded, 
Mr. Angus accuſed him of duplicity ; of introducing 
him to a girl who had been ſhewed about till ber faces 
 Jovely as he allowed it, was ſtale; and when it was exi- 
dent, both by his conduct and enquiries, ſhe was not 
© the obje& his heart ſought ; that he had amuſed him 
with a falſe account of Mrs. Buhanuo's family, deſcrib- 
ing as a child the lovelicſt woman in the creation. 
Doctor Cameron's was the-placid ſpirit of true bene - 
-volenice;; he pitied paſſion's error, and ſympathiſed in 
EE all the feelings of the human heart; he ala anſwered, 
Tust the charges of falſehood and duplicity were per- 
| fealy new to him; he believed the common mode of 
reſenting ſuch charges, particularly when they happened 
10 be juſt, was by calling on the accuſer: for- ſanguinary 
reparation 3 but true courage, as well as true honour, 
bad ſo little to-do with paſſm that the ſtrongeſt ſuſpi- 
ions agafuſt either lay where anger is moſt violent; that 
his mode of reſentment on this occafion- ſhould be - 
ve himſelf"injured j a proof that muſt wound an 
— — deeper than the ſword. He had no- 
deceived Mr. Angus; the inquiry was after the _ 
ters of Mri. Buhanun ; of them he bad ſpoken juſtly ; 
the young lady whom he now preſumed to be the motive 
for-this vilit, was not Mrs. Bubanun's daughter.” 
| Not her daughter l you ſurpriſe me! what relation 
then? WET, n | ; * 
Nose,“ 17 + 5 r 
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None l how then? in what? Doctor Camerot, L alk 


your pardon, I entreat your. forbearance ; I am agitat- 
ed; you will gueſs what I would aſk, and I tremble at 
what may be your anſwer; I admire—I—{-I am 
aſhamed. to-own, on ſuch 2a flight knowledge,—1 love 
her; ſhe is always preſent to my. mind, all charming as 
I bave.ſcen,. and all amiable as I fancy her; but my fa- 
mily, you Rn tits dignity is in my keeping it 
has deſcended to me pure and unſullied, —I would not— 
Lhardly know what I would ſay; yet tell me candi 
what is the ſituation of this lady in Mrs. Bubanun's fa- 
mily.?” ſhe ſurely. cannot, with Al chat elegance of form 
and manner be in- a ſervile line. Nn 
The Doctor anſwered a ſlow and ſolemn negative, 
and after a moment's endeavour at fortitude, added, 
That hewever amiable fancy might, from - her faſei- 
nating appearance, paint her, he would pledge his ho- 
nour, his life, no fancy could exceed the reality; that 
charming as The was in perſon, her beauty wad happily . 
adorned with all the fine accompliſhments, which give a 
ih to the moſt diſtinguiſhed female characters; that 
her form, her temper, and her manners were at once at- 
tative and repelling, digmfied and humble; their effe&. 
was ſuch, that even he, at his time of life, had found 
it impoſſible to reſiſt the ſentiments ſhe was formed to 
inipirez that he had made her an offer of his hand, 
which was not more natural in him to do, than in her 
todecline; which however ſhe had done in a way that 
while it deprived him of hope, ſerved to render the 
bleſſing of which he knew himſelf unworthy more dear, 
; and bound him and all his humble meaps to her intereſt. 
Mr. Angus was in raptures ; good Doctor, dear Doc- 
tor, his beſt friend he called him, and then followed two 
prayers, one for pardon of his impetuoſity, the other 
for a ſecond" introduction. e Won: ox. 
The Doctor anſwered, as to the firt he had not been 
offended, he could cafily comprehend how a paſſion to 


Mis Bubanun might deprive = man of his reaſon,” | - 


No buts, my dear Cameron. Miſs Bubanun, you 
de i then of that family, come, we loſe time. 
. Angus roſe with impaticace.  ” 9 he 
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Doctor Cameron's ſetious and repelling look alarmed 
bim; he again fat down and heard, to bis great morti. 
fication, that nothing would be more difficult than the 
- Jintrodu@ion he aſked ; that Mrs. Buhanun would never 
forgive the breaking off 4 match ſo advantageous, and 
fo much talked of z her pride, as well as intereſt, were 
ſo nearly connected with his addreſs to cher daughter, that 
it was in vain to hope it; the reports of the intended 
union. were now indeed ſo univerfally received, he fear. 
ed 1 ſerious injury the explanation might be of to bis 
Mr. Angus felt the juſtice of this remark ;' and en- 
treated he would adviſe What was to be done. 
Doctor Cameron was embarraſſed ; certain now of 
Mr., Angus's ſerious attachment, which he would not 
have dared to diſcloſe to him, had it not been alſo ho- 
nourable ; he felt hurt for bonnie Kattie, and pitied her 
mother z he inſiſted on the utmoſt delicacy being obſerv. 
ed in the affair, which he thought Mr. Angus, as a 
man of Honour, would hold himſelf bound to obſerve, 


duc promiſed to meet him in the evening at Drumbeck'; 


Hotel, where he YJodged, to confer further on the buſi. 
nels they then parted ; the Doctor to meaſure his pen- 
ie way, where, attention to his patients called him; 
-and Mr. Angus, with bis boſom's lord fitting lightly on 
his throne, to the Calton, to feaſt his eyes on the trea- 
e 4 


Le OHA, XML.” 


„ Celeſtial Happineſs, whenc'er ihe Rooph, | 
« To viſit earth, one ſhrine the goddeſs finds, 

- + And one alone, to make her ſweet amends 
« Fot abſent heaven the boſom of a friend.” 


- 


E aten mentioned ſome packets that bad been 
left at Calle Gowrand, after the Major loſt his mental 


faculties, and that theſe were, in kind care of the affſict - 
ed man, locked up by Doctor Cameron in the Major“ 


The 


writing drawer. 
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The Doctor's mind was at that period too much en- 
grolſed by the new and delightful ſenſations which tbhbe 
iri-emotions of love and hope inſpire, to act in any * 
one hing like that ſober rational being he was always 
conſideted to be; he knew profeſſionally, how-neceffary 
it was to keep his dying friend's mind quiet, and never 
forgot a ſingle precaution ; but as to common'affairs,'and 
future contingencies, he had no heart, and conſequently 
no head for them at that time; and after underſtanding 
that Roſa" was to accompany him to Edinburgh, no 
vonder writing tables, letters, and every ſcene where 
he was noty. vaniſhed from his memory, | 

The Majors affairs, as far as it was then to 
examine them, lay in a fmall compaſs; his caſh accounts 
were at the. Royal Bank, and the executors had mutuall 
agreed to poſtpone their examinations at Caſtle dread, 
till Mrs. Buhanun returned there, not expecting | ſhe 
would make Edinburgh her reſidence. .. What 

Of this matter Mr. Frazer, who was in great haſte to 
bring bis treaty with the widow to a concluſion before 
that of her daughter with the Honourable Mr. Angus, 
reminded the Doctor, and propoſed to make an excurſion 
a few days, to complete the ſettlement of the-executor- 
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This, as matters flood, was an object of great import 
meeto Mr. Frazer, whoſe buſineſs would eaſily admit 
his abſence; but as Dr. Cameron's preſence was at © 
ſtat time of particular conſequence to a number of pa- 
tients, To partial to his {kill, tbat they would accept-no 
lubſtitute, he gave the proper authority to his-colleague, 
who after ſaying a great number of very ſoft things to 
the widow, accompanied with warm embraces, - both _ 
which began to have effect, ſet out to take proper in · 
ventories, and ſettle the Bubanun affairs ; not without 
bone ver the Doctor's remembering to give him the key 
of the wiiting table, where he had depoſited the before 
mentioned packets. | , 

tn the evening, the Doctor, with his mind fortified _ 
by a conſciouſneſs of right acting, met Mr. Angus, WY 


mokad forborne to call at the palace that day. 
"DoStor Cameron adviſed his going there next morn- 
0g, and his leaving town immediately after. | 
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% What, without ſeeing N to or dme, 
| Doctor! ?-impoſlible !” 
he Dodos infiſted he-was right, and declared, if Mr. 
Angus did not exactly follow every letter of the rule he 
laid down · for him, be would no longer be party i in the 
"buſineſs. - . 
Lou ſhall do what il with me,” replied the 
over, after one int n 
The DoQor aroſe, and took un dee. | 
Mr. Angus qualified, and the Doctor went on. 
Lou muſt then leave Edinburgh ; your being abſent 
at the races, when all the world are here, will occaſion 
ſurmiſes ; I am glad to ſee Kattie will not break ber 
heartg but ſhe muſt have the credit of refuſing you; 1 
all, with the help of her incorrigible pride, prevail on 
the mother to favour that preſumption, . when we are 
let down eaſy, yon may return.” | 
Mr. Angus thanked the Doctor for his care of the 
Buhanuns and their feelings, which were with ſo little 
ceremony to be gratified at his enpence, but would only 
_ accede-toithe-ſcheme, on condition of being permitted 
20 ſee the lady before he left Edioburghy 
This was à point more adverſe to the poor Doors 
ivate feeli than difficult to compaſs, as his ſiſtet 
. Roſa's promiſe to bring Emma and 
2 de wilt her. But notwithſtanding che ſecret pangs 
n coſt him, he had made up his mind to ſee his favorite 
© ducheſs, and reſolved; however painful to himſelf, u 
contribute all in his power to her advancement. After a 
_ "moment's conſideration he appointed Mr. Angus to drop 
in perchance next evening, when on condition be con. 
dudted himſelf agreeable' to the ſalvo planned for the 
_ feeling of Miſs Kattie, and the pride of her mother, he 


— e with his fait 


. Mes. Cameron was. accordingly diſpatched next day, 
. to ſolicit the performance of Roſa's promiſe, and invite 
| her and the — ladies to St. Andrew 's-ſquare. 
— — was gone to Drumſhew, to dine, no 2 
My be made by her, and Mrs. 
__meron e mw ba wv 3c ear ſhe bad fuc- 
.. ceded. A 
CTY » © 4 : 1 2 | f $ 
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As. this vas the-firſt viſit Roſa had made in Scotland, 
"excepting thoſe at the burn ſide, ſhe was longer at her 
toilette than uſual 3 but her-dreſs, though neat, was per- 
fetly plain z her fine hair, without any kind of orna- 
ment, was {et off by the ſnow white of her rohe, as her 
fair complexion was by the black jet ear: rings and neck- 
lace, which ſhe had worn for Colonel Buhanun. | 

When Mr. Angus was announced, ſhe bluſked at the 
ſecond accidental rencounter, and her beauty wat height - 
enced by the tranſient glow on her cheeks. N 

The lover's tranſports were with great. difficulty re- 
preſſed ; be ſaw the image which had been deeply im- 
preſſed on his heart more beautiful than even fancy could 
paint her, and more accompliſhed, more elegant, and 
more graceſul than an intercourſe with the rank in life be 
deligned her to fill, could have made her. SW 

Mrs. Cameron, whoſe. heart was in every reſpect the 
Kindred one of ber worthy brother, felt her own pride 
gratined in leading to thoſe ſubjects of converſation that 
Aplayed the fine underſtanding, and juſt ſentiments of \ 
hextair viſitor; and Roſa, unconſcious of the power f 
herown. charms, as well as conſidering Mr. Angus a2 
eee huſband of the child of her paternal friend. 
eh uncmbarraſſed, and faſcinating ; the pleaſed | IF 
ger approbation-which ſat on the attentive coun- 

tenance of the enamoured ſwain, could not wholly eſcape _ 
, WH er nor was it, conſidering. her ſituation, an objet of 
eee, fince it muſt be to her intereſt and advan- 
oe honqured with the efteem-of one whom both _ 
< was Buhanun -and ber family looked up to av its future 
e | 7 : ; ; | 12 

Alter two hours paſſed. in this agreeable viſit, Roſa 
reminded her young companions of the time, and foſe 

© 6h 7 8 
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tr Angus, wha, all eye, all ear, and all foul, had 
e every-poſtble opportunity to thank the Dodtor, 
mEitoexprels both his rapture and hope, was obliged tio 


-n with which he ſaw, her depart,” 
» Wy nant ts daring to make uſe of one of the thouſand | 
bond invention ſuggeſted to detain her, or,” 


i to offer his attendance, even down the ais. 
—_—_ 0. Mn. 
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"Mrs. Bulianun having that "evening; contrary to her 
_ wſual cuſtom, returned home before ſupper, was ſurpriſed 
and diſplealed to find Roſa had preſumed ro go ont, 
without alking her permiſſion or having finiſhed the alte- 
rations ne was making ty one of Kattie's dfefſes ; but 
what were the effects of her firſt ſurpriſe and diſpleaſure, 
to that which ſucceeded, when Roſa, in a careleſs unap- 
prehenlive way, explained where ſhe had been, how in- 
' wited, and whom” ſhe had#ſeen, adding, ſhe was happy 
to obſerve, that however eligible'a match Mr. Angus 
- night be for Miſs Bubanun in point of rank and fortune, 
„ he, was no lels fo in perfon, manners, and underftand- 
ing. wette e c 4 liars + + » 


Buhanun was out of breath with paſſion; the 
turned from pale to red; and from red to = s the had 
been kept on the ragk of ezpectation by the unaccount - 

- able conduct of her Kattic's honourable lover; he had 
abſcnted himſelf two whole days, and his announcing 
his intention to leave Edinburgh juſt on the eve of the 
races, together with the manner of his taking leave, with- 
out firft making the declaration ſo anxiouſly expected, 
and ſo unreaſonably delayed, without hinting the time 
of His return, and without making the, as ſhe thought, 
vatural arrangements for an epiſtolatory correſpondence, 

were acombination of ſuch ſtrange and unpleafant circum- 

.  * ſtances, as bad wounded her pride, diſappointed her hopes, 

and indeed made her ſuch poor company, that notwith- 

landing Mr. Frazer was out of town, and Kattie en- 
ied as the had lately often been, in a different party, 

* Bac len her Triends on pretenee of a head ach, and 

returned home in a humour not very likely to be mended 

_ - .by the communication. of the undefigning Roſa. 6 

Neeber, that the charms ſhe had; from that con- 

- - *ſciouſneſ; of ſuperiority which even ler vanity could not 
1 vent. her feeling, been ſo anxious to conceal, had 

1 E Aitplayed, to a man of Mr, Angus's underſtanding 

- and diſcernment, with all the graces of her own elegant 

- _  fimplicity,' and all the advantages of Doctor Cameron's 
pe friend, was a circumſtance ſo extremely mor- 
dig as rendered the innocent offender the object of 
ber hatred and reſentment, and expoſed her to the _ 
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| <P mollify her anger o and juſtify ber- 
ſelf, By pleading Mrs. Cameron's oblig any nn 2 
adding fuel to fire. Idle, e. 1 ; 
at, artful, mean creature, ſhe ca 4 ber; aſked 
how-ſhe dared negle& the work ſhe had ber, or 
leave the houſe without her permiſſion : or Cameron, 
ſhe thought, ought to know better, he was old enough, 
chan to entice other people's ſervants ear ng | 
ſine ſs. — 7 6 . * 
« Servants 1” ee Roſas. | =. 
« Yes, ſervants ; what are you elſe, * ? but poſ- 
fbly Mr, Angus may have appointed a ſuperior ſtation 
for vou in his houſehold ; he 18 not the firſt man of falkion _ 
whoſe miſtreſs has been Ma EY in the a 1 
fora wife... 4 
„ announcing the rates of Kattie, - r 
flopped the torrent of acrimonious invective which had 
o Srnvet aacleats 


"Mile Bubanun had made ſome: new acquaintances, 
with hom Mrs. Buhanun was offended, becauſe they 
did-not always include her in their cards of invitation, 
aud in the preſent irritated ſtate of her mind every un- 
pleaſant recolleRtion was likely to recur. It was now 
near twelve o'clock, and - he peeviſhly demanded of 
Kattie where ſhe had been, and why ſhe ſtayed ſo late? 
Kattie's anſwey was an improvement on her mother's 
Il-bumgur, as. ſhe added pertneſs to peeviſhneſs. in her 
8 — does it Ggnify.?” all che . ſhe * to 
ma 

It very varchy: happens that a/ child _ receives "wy 
iruQtions of an oppoſite tendency from its different pa- = 
reats-ean profit by either. _— 
Major Bybanun had taken early and inceſſant pains to 
jute ard his daughter's mind, ſeutiments and principles | 
re in others gontradictory, to thoſe 
dem ber mather; theſe her ybung. heart 
. 8 — 1 8 with W 1 80 Rs 
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Cold indeed, prolix, and unintereſting are the leſſons 


of reaſon, wiſdom, and experience, when oppoſed to the 


Warm colouriogs of fancy, to the-ſeduQtive triumph of 


umverſal conqueſt,” and to the deſire of admiration, in a 


; - Heart whoſe avocation is amuſement, and whoſe purſuit 
is pleaſure. | „„ 3 IR 
But however tedious: and unwelcome the Major's in- 


ſtructions and advice to his daughter were, it was ablo- 


lutely neceſſary to be ſometimes on good terms with him, 
or loſe many of the little ornaments to ſet off her beauty, 
1 her glaſs taught her the early value; and Kattie 
| me, under the inſtruction and example of her mamma, 
an adept ir that ſcience, which, of all others, is the moſt 
dangerous aud deſtructive to the authority of a parent, 
A and the Bonum of a child, deceit. eg "ET 
Dabappy Mrs. Bubanun! while in the thoughtlels 
gaiety of her heart, ſhe ſmiled at and applauded the 
"Gexterity and cot with which, when her daughter choſe 
to take the-treuble, ſhe could deceive her good and ho- 
noprable father; how little did ſhe apprehend the mo- 
went of retribution that was now approachidg/; alas 
- The did not foreſce the pangs ſhe would herſelf feel, when 
in her turn ſhe became the dupe of that artful ſyſtem of 
conduct the had pot only approved, but taught... 


in her extreme agitation forgot for a moment the original 

\, cauſe af her vexation, and juſtead of entering on the ſub- 
set on which ſhe had been impatieat to {peak to her 
daughter, began a lecture on the obedience, reſpect, and 


, Child; in the midſt of which-bonnie Kattie flung away, 
. - and having:reached her chamber before her mother te- 
colleSed the event of the evening, locked the door, and 


den Gkewreturaforfive minutes, | | _ 

= Thus mutually vexed at each other, we leave the band- 
F ſome widow and her beautiful daughter, to reſt or reflec- 
. tian, as it happened, and return to Roſa, Who having 
0 boch to conſole or comfort ber, ſat at her ſolitary win- 
don, with her eyes fixed vn the top of the Caltoo, wher 
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Out of temper, ſpirits, and-patience, her mind before 
irritated ſolely on her way ty account, Mrs; Buhanun 


attention due to ſo kind a mother, from ſo indulged a 


refuſect again to open it; though the was entreated for her 
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mu mocar cit. . 246. 
che moon beams reſted, revolving over many paſt occur- 
bences, and arranging plans for her future conduct. 
It had never before ftruck her, that the. cloſe confine- 


ment which had prejudicether health, and the invariable 
rule of keeping her with the younger girls to her cham- 


ber, when viſitors were at the houks was d preconcerted _ 


plan ; but many of the expreffions which paſs in, un- 
ee and many of -thei enraged invectives Mrs. Bu- 
nun had beſtowed on her iu the inſtant ſhe heard of the 


interview with Mr. Angus, explained not only that, but 


ſeveral other things which had appeared my ſten ĩqus. To 
be kept, as ſhe had been, conftanzly, working for che 
Pleaſure and advantage of Mrs. Buhanun and her daugh- 
"ter; to have worn out her neceſſary cloathing in their 
ſervice ; to have ſeen all the little elegancies of her ward 
obe rendered unfit for her oi uſe by their conſtant wear, 
under plea of borrowing ; to have had her purſe alſo 
d rxained to the bottom on the ſame pretence ; to conſider” 
that in the beſt days of her life (he was an abſolute pri- 
ſoner z neither thanked, eſteemed, nor even pretended 
to be beloved for all theſe ſacrifices,” were refle&ions which 
both rouſed and juſtified her indignat ion, and ſhe reſolved 
on quitting a ſituation ſo painful; humiliating, and un- 
profitable, whatever might be the conſequence ;: even 
though it ſhould draw on her thoſe: cenſures of ingrati- 
mide from the world, with which Mrs. Buhanun bad ſo 
| Iiberally loaded her. F 
The legacy, of which ſhe had an imperfect idea, ſhe 
determined not to claim-; but there was a juſtice due to 
herſelf, without which he could neither leave Mrs, Bu- 
hawon's family, nor remain with credit. in it; this was 
dhe payment of the ſeveral ſmall ſums of moncy ſhe had 
tom time to time advanced to that lady, and for her uſe ;- 
»of which-ſhe immediately gvrote a brief ſtatement from 


her pocket memorandums; and having inclaſed it in a 


covery-pave it to Mrs. Buhanun's maid the next morning, 
e geber to her miſtreſs as ſoon as ſhe was up. A 

Her miltreſs, the girl e was already up, and gone 
ier che day in a poſt chaiſe. _ - | 


reren en 
e only extraordinary part of that gircumſtange was, 


Miſs Kattie's not being of her mother's party, the wing 
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tien her breakfaſt in her on room, where the ſtill re. 
4 mained alone and out of humour. > KL 
2 Roſa's reſolution had however not been weakened by 
ber pille w refle&ion ; but on the contrary, fo many in- 
Races of art, unkindneſs, and tyranny, from Mrs. Bu- 
banun ſince the death of the Major, recurred to her re- 
Collectvon, as added to ther fortitude, and ſhe proceeded 
with an alserity nothing but keen reſentment could in- 
ſpire, to pack and arrange her cloaths for her departure. 
Mrs, Bubanun did not return till late, or rather early; 
ſor it was day break when her chaiſe entered the palace 
* es. - 2 „ 1 8. * 
Fe noon, - when:ſhe aroſe, ber maid preſented Roſa's 
letter g the Uightly Jaoked it over, but having to make 
up with — to N ents bg for-an evening 
party, and ſome ot irs, eq important, it was 
not Wa ſhe ſhould attend to fuck a trifle as paying 
_ - debts g nor could ſhe indeed ſpare one half hour to {cc 
Doctor Cameron, though he ſent a card, to requeſt it 


on ken 2 01 oo 
© = Roa however calmly perſiſted in her d which, to 
avoid the tears of the two girls, ſhe did not ſpeak of to 


them; neither for obvious reaſons, did ſhe diſcloſe it to 
Docter Cameron. Eg | 
M. Frazer, returned that evening to Edinburgh, and 
bis zeturmm was an event of conſequence to our | heroine, 
for he brought her a franked packet from one whom ber 
beat lamented, as its loſt or eſtranged partner, Miſs Eli. 
nor Bawiky ; and at the fame time Mes Buhanun's maid 
_ " geligered her a ſealed paper from her miſtreſs ; but had 
Rola been” ſure it contained a bank note, for all the little 
_ debts of which ſhe ſtood in ſo much need, it had been 
at this moment" difiegarded. She held in her trembling 
hand proof ſhe was ſtill remembered and ſtill loved by the 
eend of her early years; ſhe kiſſed the well known [cz], 
dd tearing off the cover, began to peruſe the welcome 
characters of her dear Elinor's writing. The firſt lines 
were of an import that induced her to retire to her own 
chamber, and. we truſt the 1 will ſhare her ſurpriſe, 
„ 
„„ UE; 
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0 gs) Keen 
. 1f you. conclude your Elinor has, ot ever en for- 
5 and ceaſe to love you, vou are not juſt ; thobgn I i 
Have not wrote ta you a long while, I think of you 4 1 
"moment. Very ſtrange things have happened to me, 4 
"which 1 have no patience to write about, ſo your Bet 9 
mut do it for me, who is now my maid, and you "muſt | 
forgive me. Aſter all, as I often thought, old Croak - 
x not my uncle, nor Mrs. Bawſky my avnt.” 1 am taken 
"to a fine caftte, where I can never feel myſelf at cafe ; 
Bar 1 can't write about that 3 two ſecrets T can't truſt 
"Betty with, is all I think of, This. opens the firſt ſe- 
erer ; poor Jack is not now my couſin or my brother, but 
T fee; I pity, and love him as much as if he was both; 
und Here 2 taken home by # lady who tells every 
Body am ber niece, but in private ctics and embraces - 
"Fe, and fays, I am ber own; fo that 1 cannot help un- 


1 T really am ber daughter; and this is the frſt 
tfeeret. This. * lady mother,“ as poor Juliet in the play” - 
, 1s the very fame lady you arid T, or at leaft I, faw _ 
tkgging your old Major fo, the night before you left 
town z and the rewembratice of that ſcehe is always in 
my head when ſhe talks, which ſhe does, as well as go- 
vernels Harley, on virtne and honour ; and | really does 
folet her down in my opinion, that 1 am afraid of mR 
life, to give ber a hint of it; ſo, thoogh” the is very in- 
dulgent, I dare not mention you, for fear it ſhould lead 
ta a diſcovery ;z- for to be ſure it muſt be a ſhocking thing 
for'a mother to believe her child knows of her ill actions; 
and to tell you the truth, from what T'then ſaw, if ſhe 
ad not a bundred times a day cry about my father, who 
ſhe always lays has been long dead, I ſhould Taney your 
gy old Major was him ; however, if T am, est, 
her daughter, and not, her niece, I muſt be 4% her what 
erery body ſaid 1 was to Mrs. Bawiky ; Tar the bas but 
Ja buried ber kocband, who was a lord“ Al this 
eee too true. 
"Aud now Rofa, dear Roſa, Tam cm to the ſecond 
ſecret, which I hope you will never diſeſofe to friend nor 
we; I need not give you a charge indeed that I FOE 
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de em really afraid to tell it myſelf; oh dear l what 
wies having a heap of ſervants more than one can 
eee or ting in gilt chambers, or riding about in 
_ \eorancted-coaches? we touch nothing here But what has 
n coroneron. it but they may talk of crowns as they 
wall, Lam ſure there is'no-enchantment in them: they 
cure ao heart ache; but this is not the ſecret, and in- 
_ "deed I bloß to. ſay what is. Oh Roſa ! if you were 
wirh me, you uld not only tell me what I myſ{cif know 
ie Tight, but you would To encourage me by your ex- 
- ample; and ſo awe me by your goodneſe, that I ſhould 
De ble todo right as well as to! Know it. This is then 
Poor Jacky Croak, who was, poor fellow, always 
beat about by the od Doctor. I am glad I owe him 10 
__ .cuty however, —you know all about bis uncle's takin 
| dim, and what a good lad he was. Well, when Found 
old 3 Was ee and did not a 2 be- 
=.  .came-of poor Jackey, after you was gone, I perſuaded 
- him to run away from the farmer Doctor, and 5 him 
E .  - all the money I could fave; to put himſelf to ſchool; 
Aud chen, when be came to Pemy T uſed to fee his co- 
* pics, and you can't think how well be learned, and it 
Was ſuch a pleaſure to me. Well, Roſa, this is over, 
and ſos it is needleſs to repeat it ; but in the midſt of all 
dome ine coach, with this ſame lady in it, and put 
Croak: to his wit's end; for he had received, I don't 
know-how many thouſand pound for we, which he had 
all:taken himſelf, building and buying bouſes, and pur- 
| chs ing the buſineſs in Walbroak, which you know was 
dee bed; for, as my lady ſaid, the intereſt was enough; 
And it the had died before her lord, I muſt bave been as 
Por as poor Jacky. If indeed he bad taken care of bis 
omn Jong and made a gentleman of him, that would 
een bit natural. Well, my dear, dear Roſa, I 
eds fend a note to Jack, and indeed was ſo 
| „ did not think of it. My lady, after fay- 
een deal-ro Croak; who looked like a; ghoſt, took 
one houſe, where the greens in the ſquare 
iat can be familiar to my ideas; for though 
I ufed to viſit the Muſhrooms; and our houſe in Wal- 
5 brook was very large; I never faw any thing compared 
ann . 4 2 | 1 N OY Wo” * 5 | 
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1 I faw my lady, I knew her z but think- 
be ſhe came to ſay ſomething of you, 1 did not ſpeak 
and after I found how it rrally was, I dared. not. Ah 

"0 * are happy, —you can't conceive half what! I 


really fretted all my colour a aud my 
. me to walk in the ſquare. 1 OY * . 1 


A bad ſeen a ſhabby ſort of a Ebene wich ating 
-ped hat, very often looking up at our houſe,” but I. ſul- 
pected u for all chat ; but as I was walking in 
this ſquare, two tall foot men waiting for me at the gate, 
1 ſaw the ſame young man, and "if you'll believe me, 
ag quite cloſe, 1 perecived it was Jackey Cronk,— 
Fel I thought I ſhould have fainted ; Betty had gone 
with my leave, to buy her a new hat, and nobody was 
.nears ſo. I could not help ſtopping to ſpeak to the poor 
lad; and he ei jed very much, aud ſaid he bad no friend 
but me z and we both cried; and in a minute or two I 
p ike] to look at my fine watch, and behold I had 
(Rood talking above three hours, and the misfortune was, 
.my lady — ve out, wondering what detained- me, ſaw 
was ſpeaking to a poor man; and ſhe talked a great 
145 and. I believe very well, on theyregard 1 ought to 
ave to my high blood; but my heart was read) to break, - 
and has been ever. "Wok but the worlt is to come; for 
e went from town to Bath, and there two or thine 
times I ſaw poor lack; and then we travelled; Lbelieve, - 
the whole. ingdom over, till we cache here ; and the 
Grit day we dined in the eating room, for my lady, bo 
bas not ſtrong health. or ſpirits, dined in her; drelling . 
doom a week. z but the firſt perſon 4 ſaw among; the. foot- | 
men was Jack, in a, new. hvery, -and.rtally+ your can't 
think how. well be looked; well, 1 don't know how IL 
got to my ſeat, but I felt my face like on fire. Betty, 
oy at good luck, never goes into the ſervants hall, 
{fo ſhe bas not yet found him out ; but Þ am ſo-frighten- © }F 
ed c fear of diſcovery, and ſo diſtreſſed I cant gake | 
notice of poor: Jackey, when I uften ſce his cen ke 
os, red with, weeping, that I can. neither eat nor - 
=_ Yau ſee, my dear good Roſa, what, à hard taſk - 
© have. Sorte it looks proud and vograteful not to 
ary 5 a poor lad whe was my play fellows. and io : 
ud by autre es 9 w—_—_— be 
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Wicked in me to bring a — ee Who is 
very kind to me. "Ah ! Roſa, if you were here, you 
would point to the happy medium you ſo often talked 
o, for want of which I believe 1 ſhall die; howerer 
| that I win de, before I take a fingle ſtep without your 
Advice. My mind was ſo unſettled when I was in Lon- 
Jon, I eonld not write to you, and fince we left it I 
_ was aftaid of your addreſs being ſeen; for my lady muſt 
not know all we know); but Betty is going t6 viſit ſome 
people ſhe knows at a neighbouring lords, and 1 ſend 

this letter from thence. 
- © © Poor Betty is in her old way, full! of wonfetſe; ; but 
I date bid her write you all the particulars J cannot; for 
to'tell you the real truth, thoogh T hate Doctor Croak, 
_ * "und can't bear Mrs. Bawſky, 1 wiſh for” nothing fo 
much as to ſee you, and return to Penry, which I think 
would do me more gobd than the affes milk poor Jackey 
Brings to my anti-chamber door every dy. Adieu, my 
own Roſa; don't fail to write to me, aud wee _ poor 
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gf; „ 4/4 teen.” 
Wich this leckt came «the enen from Mrs. Betty 
Ho gi \ 0 Nr. i r 


i 5 ſ[opos you er now miſttis einn for's i he at mi 
__ - ARE your maſtur his ded, an you wets on is ledy 
* * „ wi niver a re to bles yourſelf; bot 
; tel mie <liner fo, becaws pore ledy ſhe 
krete enow aredy. we dunt abof haf lik this cer grut 
'Kafel; for mi part i ham friten to deth a nit, thof tis 
deſunt enuf a dais, an a walt fin perſpec we haf out of 
os tepers rome vinder bal over the pare han gardins 
-quit hum to the gunter owe, for vou be to no we har 
10 move to gunter ouſe, which es kald the lite Kaſel 
as mi ſedes ſun in la muſt hey the gfut Kaſel hal to is 
"Tf," dot lord elp you aw ſhud you no ant thing abut 
Jords, an gunter, and Kaſele, but ouſirer Hy han larn 
mai hi; an to be ſhor 1 av ud mi ther: of forrer, ater 
3s * Lien @ os of mi one to be foſed'to'go to ſarwile, 1 vel 
ak nd better nither tim, fo mis eliner big me rite 
1 1 1 deſunt Vor ater 
700 
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vent to ſcotlun witch the ſai. his a; develdideb ples 
8 ever god mad, not ſo. much as a buſh or a bramble 

ori cloth hon, I went to han efnen ſkole an fo kep 4 

up my larnin. „ ith; bes 2.44 ws 4h TA 
% wen land han mynni his gon han ſpent then larig 
his muſt hekſellent, mis elener his in a pore ſickly "7 . 
pore der; ſhe frets ater. penri, ban ſartanly; that bis the 
gardin:of heden;; bot then you no mis, heden ſignefrs } 
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nothing if belſebob gits ther, ſo much hen. ũW han JM 
Lender, to think bol, my karaktor to bt deſpurſed by a | | 
paſel of rif raf, as kant red nor rite, wen i vas has hing - 1 
ſupt has the baby unborn, han nobodi noſe wat i lede 14 

hunder, aud bal for wat, bot becaws my art was not | J 


Ard, han thats vel non, for i niver grutched heny think. Þ I 
to piles no bodi, not i, beven to waſhen a -pore bagar 1 
gurl, bas zou no miſtres roſa; han, has to that por hin- Wi 
rant! man John Brown mi uſben, wy. ged naſe i 3d 

Ruf of im, han i ſhant wete more then ſefen cer, for 
then hour fiuart ſes hi ma mary, han fo ples god hi ha! 

wen che kit man cums, has our ſtuart ſes, han ſo i tel Hh 
mis ele ger z pore ſole, ſhe kant laf like me, for i av gut- 
Mi golor agen has freſh has a ros, but her wee cee nuten 

wuth Jaken that ;' for has to lords han ledes, han chem 
fort hof kattel, wi god ce noſe thai ar nuthen in this MM 
bleſſed wurld bot a paſcl, of ſhabroon gilt to lyk at; 
nuthen, bot lung ſhambling legs athout à bit of natural- 
neſs. in em, thin bodies, yeller faces, ban crup poles, 
en has to the ledes wi thai ar nobode; then Bas to 
hem ther peuri foke tauken of mi pore maftur, the 
blackamur . wat wuld thai ſai ef thai ard dur 
fuart,, han Wallet, han owſkeper, han ledis woman, 
tauk hof duches: han  conteſes, han ledis has thai naſe, 
lord tood mak; ther/air ſtan an ind; oultver 1'alwes: 
ie y tung becaws i gut nuthen to ſai; not bot the 
"lice ledis noſe a think or zwo, bot then has huur tuart 
les wat be thai bot blebens; bot hal this his gibreeſh to 
oi fartes bad enuf to parſons who dun no if, 
wis eleger, por ſole, was burn a parſon of kality, 
mors the pcetc,. han ſpilld him the maken, ſo you be to 
eg a koch han fore cum to peory, jiſt as my 
pay tricks was Kared, an mis elener tuk me to wet. on 
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„enn eee eee 
err dokter, ould Crbak, god forgive wie for laſen, wen 


F ſeed him ater the ledy cum hout of hes rome, he lakes =» 


for all the wurld Bk ould Madam Baweſſtys fla nnin gelli- 


1 . - bugs ouſiver we inſpected nuthen ; wel, han ſo the ledy 


ed fit to brek her art, aud luked at por mis elenct 


Fe was hal over of a ttemblaſhon,” han he fetched a 
bit of an old bed quilt, abot us beg às mi and, then 
the ledy cried agen han kiſt mis 'clener, han ſed ſhe was 
er brother s child han er mama dide iu hild burth han 
er papa was killed by the falfages;” han Dokter Cioak 
. Way only er nu han ſartan hal the ſoks hat penri ſc 
Bae bes an oul& woman, to be or i afkencd, pil to 
cer What i kud of my ledy, bot ſhor enuf if ould Croak 
was to Jas hal the fethers that his not his on i belef he 
wuld be bar enöf han not buf han ding farwants that has 


Fi the lame a8 ef ſhe was pain to cet er, fo then the 


IE Rep a ows of ther one, oufiver ef mis elenct noſe eny 


think abot et i never tould er, the lady grod moaflros 
ungerd with the Dokter han ſo be fnescled, a pore 
* ſeller, han Madam Bauſcy pretended as (he nocd 
nuthen o the matter ſo we pakd bup hour bals han 
Fgumpa binto the koch hen fore, han hal the farwants 
brafed moſt” perfpeQive''to me, i kant fi bot wat they 
did han do, for tho mis elener töuld me bot to ſai a 
wurd abet fo'mal times, bit kud de no arm” gift to let 
een nous ad been a owſekeper myſelf, bot has to the 
Blackmor kürnel, or John Brown being a ſowger, wi 
that for ſarten would not be credibility tor nor me, ſo 
23 never did, and bas to Dr. Croak ebeten my ledy thats 
"mathew bat bal, To we dos that all dai lung han hat nit 


tog—mi kt far wants har hal very credibility piple bet 


than wan ſarvant muſt do lik anuther has i ſopus you 
no, fo vr bin to lunun, boot a bit lik walbruk, nor wer 
mater ben we ludged bot fitch' a ples you wud ble, 
: e. than we went to Bath, my ledy han mis in the 
Koch, han us ledismades in a pl ehay ater, han pitch 
lik*s berrin ; por ledy 


t traue of ſarwants hal in blae 


ie waked up to her ers in ot bilin water, has i did be- 
ee her, ſo then e komd ere, 80 chis is the ole Rory 
ee mis eleuer orderd me to rite, fo 10 more from your 
0 nr ran; c HEL 
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1 . „ Ples when-you rite anſer ts, mis elener to 


benin tothe kaſſel. “ 
P. 8. i forgot that N Ss Jack Croak 
will fartenli cum tothe galles ater hal for i ſartenli red. 
i Wagabundin st Bath, i ſopus has is unkel as torned 
in gut of dors has is father dun before han madam 
Bawſky-ded er * enen . cum to 
_—_” HS! + 
ess 1 $4 - 

© Mrs. Buhanun a all Scotland was at the bonding 

* the two letters as much out of Roſa's recollection as 


if they bod not been in cxiſlence. Berry was, un Eligor 
ſaid, unchangeable, her reſpect ever. varying with, local 


cireumftanGe;; bud the conerit and pertnefs of her letter 


would have been more amuſing. than offenſive, had net 


Roſa's heart been pre. occupied by tbe ſimple goodneſs, 


the-paſſion, the difireſs, aud the. l lituation of "© 8 


her young friend. 


The part of her letter reſpe&ing the lady ſhe on fuck : 4 


juſt —— ſuſpected to be her mother, allo iſhed and 


confounded: Rofa;... Elinor's caution was certainly a pru- 


ent one ; a letter addreſſed 10 Caſlle Gowrand, at Ma- 


jo Buhanun's, muſt alarm her, be the myſtery of her 


conduct, on the evening when ſhe paid him ſo affe&m 
Mit what it would, a myſtery there certainly was, 5 
encept devgloped by herſelf, every alluſion it i, from 
. mull be painful. 


+ Roſa. well knew the ſtrong aſfection bling 1 2 | j 


0 3 Ctoak and Elinor, but as her being the Doctor's 


- natural” daughter, was, a received opinion, and as his 
ndifference,. not to ſay hatred of his ſon, was univer- | ' 


r Kawa, ſhe had always encouraged it as a/fortunate 


in favour of a youth whom every body pitied ; but 


*an-afcSion ſo firmly ronted in two young minds, ſub- 
"Ming after the diſcovery of their not being related, was 


— 
1 


e newly diſcovered relations, who muſt ex- 


credingly regret an attachment ſo much beneath them, 
ſo nearly approximating to the exrly . : 


* Ak 1”, 


both * * 


rei enithink about eni e 


Titer of phe vimolt. niyortaper to them and to their | 
the peace and honour of Jos ied 150 Fe 
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is % Ab!” aid Roſa, © it was ſurely hoer good 
ws that warned me to leave Scotland ; yes, I will in- 
bp and finally fix my return ; my poor Elinor {tands - 
in need of advice and con ſolation; heaven graut it may 
be in my humble power to adminiſter both.” 
And then Mrs. Buhanun's debt, her own empty dat; 
und two or three diſcouraging et ceteras recurring to her 
memory, ſic opened the letter left by that lady's ſervant. 
It was a blank envelope, containing 8 of ſuf, - 
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1 which the 5 bein to look h; he what the 75 « rs, 
+. Heroine of a novel,” as W diftrefſes eee ber 
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4 Iss. ede firſt FE 5, was a. bill. "2 
e and lodging, from the time of Roſa's firſt arrival 
Falte Gawrand, to that of the Major's death, written 
* 2 a lawyer like hand, with the expegces. of the journey 
— 2 London, and the carriage of her r baggage by ſca 
” to Dundee, and by land from thence to Caltle Gowrznd, 
..Y o which was alſo added the expence of her e to 
diaburgh, i in the; joint name of .the executors. _ 
Secondly, another bill for board, lodging, and Mz in- 
* expeuces from the time of the Major's death to 
295 Say; this.in Mrs. Bubanun's name; making | 
balance: againſt her, after allowing ber memorandum 
of call advanced to and for the family, fortꝝ: nine pounds 
0 allets, and ſe ventedn pounds to Mrs. Buhanun. 

Raſa dropped the papers, and ſat down a. living 
ow but after. ſame time, having read and re-read the 
ent, ſhe, at. once een the predieament in 
» which i placed her. 

* The Major had often explained. to her, that knowing 
"os the as mas Hh . 
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- oth 6f-prejudice in that country he choſe to conceal 
e circumftanceonbich indeed he had put it out 
bf the "poſſibility of any" event to ann — 
eee * 
A goveroeſs to his danghters, Mrs. miesen oo 
and would" be her tyrant. As an independent inmate of 
tis Houſe, with claims on his protection, ſhe would he 
ſaid de at leaſt treated with civility. This conduct, 
which-perhaps did not owe its origin more to kindneſs, 
than we obſtinate idea he would indulge, in ſpite even 
of Roſa's poſitive declarations to the contrary, that the 
meanneſs of her flate when taken under his nephew's 
proteQion, was the effect of a combination of myfteries 
which time would develope, and that ſooner or later her 
blood would be proved to be as ſuperior as her perſon, : 
mind, and manners. + 
AT Rofa-would not, could not doubt the voice of trath, | 

what was her amazemegt, when again recurring to the _. | 
acconnts, me faw, inſtead of Mifs Rofa Bubhanun,” 
the name ſhe had "ew kuown by ſo N years, * Roſa. 


Wilkins.” | 
How her real name, to the dies Of which un 
kave been anne xed the e necdotes of her 


hiſtory, came thus known to people who' wanted not in- 
dlitatfon to mortify and humble her, to the full extent 
_ of their abilities, deed a myltery which re gfieved 
and amazed her. | 
Had they eee Eber, letter? Sbe looked for the 
ae the bed in che Grit tranſports. of 
her joy dropped it in the fitting room :—aguin ſhe ran 
over the letter; it did not contain'a fyllable that could 
lead to a diſcovery of her origin — non cd the low 
Hints of former tranſactions, ſcattered through Betty's 
ran, be underſtood by any one, not before acquainted 
Wii the events to which they alluded. 1 
Eery reading of the 4 which uod tere chaſed to 
hen, was accompanied by freſh' matter of furpriſe and 
ie had rode in Dr. Cameron's chaiſe from 
Calle Gowrand to Edinburgh—yet here was the chaiſe 
Die charged againſt her— could this -be ? could Dr. 
Cameron be a party in ſo mean a tranſaction t be whoſe. 
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"and do: well, 
di dame an record to an act he did, not approve, or 
” _ , Would not ro. 1 1 

Siddy with conjectures, each more confuſed than the 
_ "laſt;.fick at heart, and her temples net with the 
head-ach, ſhe ſought in the open air a relief from op- 
pPrereſſion both of mind and body, and almoſt inſenſible of 
the path ſhe took, found herſelf. alone on the ſummit of 
the Calton, d 
eee of essen, with ite afve@ undic. 
turbed by the movement of; a ſingle loud; the. beautiful 
landſcape in-the higheſt perfeRion- of luxuriant beauty; 
tte {mooth Forth ling in ſilvnt majeſty along, between 
tie hires of File, and; Lotbian, bea ing on its tranſparent 
pboſom innumerable barks of commerce. and of pleaſure ; 
the brown highlauds rearing their ſtately tops above the 
ode, and the wide expanſe of ocean, on which the 
et ſail ſcarce ſcemed to move, were ohjects which 
* though often ſren, and often admired, never failed to 


\ 


y—could a man who-ſpoke ſo little 
an impoſtar Vet would. they. dare fix 


1 


mſ{pite_ her with that humble admiration of all the von- 

des of created nature 3 that awful gratitude. to the di. 

vive mechaniſt ; that confidence in his mercy who amid 

© aiynads of wonders,, and boundleſs power, held in his 

. - even hand the fate of millions and millions; who with 

- Jequal facility can raiſe the duſt to regal greatneſs, and 

level} regal greatneſs with duſt ; who, with all nature 

'under his piercing eye, ſupplics the wants of the meaneſt 

* reptile, which only can raiſe the ſoul above the reach of 

// ei ALE ĩðâꝝ ber» 

The ſerenity, preſence of mind, and fortitude, which 

were charactcriſtic traits in her diſpoſition, returned 

*: Well,” ſaid: the, they have diſcovered my misfor- 

tunes, how, be who inflicted them only knows; but no 

art, no penetration, no accident, nor the beſt concerted 

ſeheme the wiſdam of man could invent, can attach in- 

tentional guilt. to my inherent poverty. 

am poor —1 am miſerable—if I return to the 
weeched ſtate from which my patron. took me, yet is my 

, mwd uafettered- by baſe or grovelling ſentiments; it 1s 

4yocontaminated by the vicious. propenſities of the miſer- 

Ahle parent who abandoned me. -I cannot convey the 
TAS. . ' _ conſciouſnels 


Me? og 
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e of my rectitude into the odds of others; . . 
Tut may dare appeal to that attire ſky, from chende 
even How the beatified eye of my protector may watch 
my forlorn unfriended ſteps; the good Major too; ANY 
its the everlaſting bleſſings reſerved for the righteous, 
beadded the power of recognition ;' if they are permit- 
ie commune; and if they fee” into every with: pur- 

rt, and ſentiment” of the foul, which learned- er 3 
their pure example, to do ſuſtice and love virtue, wil 

not, Ob ! wilt not, their united prayers prevail! 3 

This wus « ſudden enthuſiaſm, but it cheered 180 N 
. reaſſured her it was not only the ſpirits of the Colonel 
add” the Major that ſhe perſuaded herſelf till protected 
"hers Mare. Walfingtiam made a third, who in ber glow- | 
ing ation looked dow with à complacenee on ber ö 
innocence, and compaſſion on her fituation, © ; 

be world,” {aid ſhe, © is to me like the "ſpot on 
__ I tow tread che heavens my only certain” covet.  - 
ing, and ſome little ſpot from which I = at 'a diſtanee 
"newthe buſy haunts of men, my reſting place f for bow 
hall” 1 date to mix in a world where even ſuch men as 
Door Cameron prove mere copies of what they profeſs. 
tobe,” e e 
= Theſe were her refſeRtionis as he traverſed the heart- 
entvening fommit of the Calton ; but the ſun,” which 
fet in all ita glory, whoſe azure tints, no longer reflected 
a bright Falrelet on the vivid green of the landſcape, 
ac ite gentle” lavings of the reeeding ocean, warned 
her of the danger of a too late ſtay im a place ſo unfre- 
querited ; her heart again ſickened, and as The turned 
back der reluQtant ſteps, all the unenviables of her fitu- 
ation recurred to her mind, 

Doctor Cameron! ah ! that he houks de fo wel 
to rob bimſelf of her eſteem, of her confidence} to 
whom; in a country where, though ſhe had reſded two 
yearn, The was an abſolute" ſtranger, could The now'apply 
wah mowers for aſhſtance, ow" the ſhelter ou of one 

—_— 

Mrs. Bobenun could not be appoled to have Aden 
pame'to diſcover her misfortunes' without ſome end- in 
ET. nor de ſhe have adopted ſuch” a 1 of _ 
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„ ven deen l. 
making thoſe diſcoveries known to her, had He wenn to 
1 e it from others. , 
7 Ide had it io her power to charge bes vit. dyplicity ; 
with ent her houſe: in a character to which ſhe had 
no right ; yes, Mrs, Bubagun might, and nt, doubt the 
. 1 repreſent her as un impoſtor : her report would be 

heard and believed when all a poor ſtranger could urge 
in defence of truth, againſt probability, would be dike 
ahh parted or treated with contempt. - The heart that would 

N warmed in her behalf, the tongue that only could 

dave explained ber motives, and Juſtißed her act, or 
a "other his own, were for ever cold and filent... 

She wad literally petinyleſs ; oe (therefore. wanted 
' | power to fly from that odium ſure to fall on the character 
3 . confidence 
| to meet. | 

On ber return tothe palece,. her ien ſieps led 
to the. room where ſhe had laboured fo — -Weary 
2 dull as it had bitherto appeared, it was now a 

TH deſert : here was no romping Emma nor noiſy BN - 
| j the children were removed from contamination; 

- E ht was brought in and ſet on a table near th: 
3 unfiniſhed. dreſs, by a wench from the- Orkneys, who 
1 drudged under the a and whoſe barbarous language 
a dle for her to underſtand, RA gent in 
| -mediately left the dreary apartment. 

Noa looked round ; her heart ſwelled ; tears happily 
relieved her; to — this treatment was a, to 

*- forbear it'almoſt impoſſible. 

D . ' Nophn ering to her ſo feafible as to > Coleis. an in. 

| * ternew-with Mrs. Buhaaun ; to explain every circum- 


. . 
N „ r hed 8 * 


| ſlance antecedeat to the Major's death, and requeſt, ſince 
dens already ſo deep in debt, a further advance, ſuf . 
_ ficient to carry her ta London, for which and her ac- 
= count, ber grand piano, which coſt one hundred pounds, 
| and her Fren — harp, which coſt ninety, beſides a great, 
aden of 7 and the prineipal part of Her.,wardrobe, 
| 3 all of which were at Cate Gern, ſhould be Wow 


Pp Wy 

Vet hw hard — Fan — ſuch PLEA os 10 buch 
a woman! had Mrs. Buhanue been as poor and deſoloie 
as, . old creature * white hairs were ee in 


rain 


r 


— 
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lain on the ſtone by the burn fide, Roſa could have 


ftooped. to the earth, becauſe ſimple poverty was not in 
vanity 3 


ber coupled with vain glorious pride, and 
but a ſecond thought rejected this application for favour 
to Mrs. Buhanun; ſhe would not dreſs her features in 
ſervile ſadneſs ; nor teach her tongue to ſpeak a language 
her heart” did not ſanRion ; ſhe would not aſk to ſee a 
woman ſhe never loved, and could eee . 
rite a mere letter of buſineſs. 

Mrs Bubanun was not at home, Werde * 
ſeratebed a few pry Srl given it to the Or wench, 
for her miſtreſs, ſhe 


kter her uſual time. - 


-*On-her-rifiog-the found in open card os the table, 


Mrs. Buhanun had nothing to ſay on a ſubjeR 
which principally concerned the executors; with refpe& 
to her own debt, had not the whole tranſaction been at- 
tended with ſo many aggravating circumſtances, ſhe 


would not have -dbjeQed ta the propoſed accommoda- 


tion,” 


the protection of heaven, 
und doun onthe ap of bee eps us hou? | 


ane 
apply, not t> Dr. Cameron, him ſhe deſpiſed too much, 


to hold a moment's converſation with; but to Mr. 
Frazer, a man, in her opinion, fo totally inſignificant, 
ſhe hardly knew his perſon, and as to his mind, he might 
be a 8 idiot, 1 thing ſhe had __— 
or ca 


Her card 8 the ſour of ſeeing Mr. Feder, | 
was anſwered from Mrs. Buhanun's drawing room, „he 
waited her commands,” and with an impenetrable ſettled 


countenance, and after ſetting a chair for her with gizat 
ceremony; he ſeated himſelf in an attitude of grave at- 
tention, which had the effect, no doubt intended; for 


Roſa, with all the ſtrength of mind, conſcious honor 


and unprovoked injury could iaſpire, was embarraſſed ; 


ater a moment's recollection however, ſhe recovered, 


and chile Mr. Frazer played: with his ſnuſf-box with a 
molFprovoking non chalence, ſubmitted to him the pro- 
polalyfor-liquidating the debt demanded of her, which 


ſhe neither denied nor acknowledged, he had before 


offered to * e * 


5 


+ Indi 


1386 dunn eu cnn. 


Mr. Frazer was ond; ber infirumittsL; ber muſie 
| | ul he maſt miſunderſtaud her; if he knew any thing 
of his deeeaſed friend; he would not have burthened the 
of a perſon, (ſhe mult pardon- —_— in her ſitu. 


prope 
ation, for the uſe of his children; he humb 1 conceived 
. 


the inftrumente to be the abſolute property he Major, 


and under that olaim- the protempore right of his amiz. 


ble widow ; as ſucks he had inventoried them, which ſhe 


_ » would obſerve he was authoriſed to do, not only by bis 
” worthy brother executor, but by the Major's will, which 


- expreſyly-bequeathed to his wiſe, till his youngeſt dau 
ter came” of age, all the property and ae dug: 
| tle Gowrand, as it ſtood at the af — | 
Roſa, previous to her leaving Caſtle Gowrand, hav. 
ing, wich a preſentiment ſhe ſhould returu there no more, 
| ſeen her mſtruments and muſic replaced in the packing 
- eaſes, and the direction altered, by putting London 
- where Dundee had been; in the face of the whole Houſe, 
and in the preſence of Mry. Buhanun herſelf,” well knew 
ET ne In they enn not her n 

t. , 
1 Will Mrs. Buhanun ſay before—my* aid the now 
nt Roſa, -4 thoſe things are not mine?” 
; Frazcr's eye fell. Mrs. Bubanun' s-injuries had 


oY hes b. and the was ſo much affected by ee, he 


could not think of ſpeaking to her on the ſubje&.” 


+ : Injuries! Mr. Frazer; Mrs. Buhanun's injorics! 


who has injured her? but-what is that to me ? her inju- 
. ries, if indeed ſhe has any to ye a on,” can have no 
reference to me, or 1100 ir?” 
* Perhaps Mrs. a—a” Wilkins, the! neee leg an 
- adventreſs of your deſeription (you-muſt pardon me) 
under the roof of a woman of character, as a compa- 
nion to her daughter, may not ſtrike you, as-I confeſs it 
does me. Ah, my poor friend! how dich one dark trait 
over ſhadow his fuir character! “? 


Roo beert ſprung to ber eyes at the. . to 


- the Major ; ſhe could not but hold ſo mean à conſpiracy 
not only to defraud but to diſtreſs her in contewpt, and 
never before did a little proud beggar ow fo much 
e into NP e -e * 
W 4 = 
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* You wilt do well, Sir,” ſaid the, 60 to heave a name 
uud character you dare not openly impeach, and Oy 
exencovertly injure, out of this converſation,” | 
* And why fo, Mrs. a—a Wilkins?” 

2 Why," Mr. Frazer,. becauſe it may provoke compas 
niſans too Ning both to the dead, and to * 
eig. 

2 was ee ar all he n of het. enn 
Mr. Frazer opened the box he had been twirling round 
wih entreme velocity, and applying a large portion of 
its contents to his noſtrils, * d if the 2 any ws - 
mare to fay ?..- /- 

Only his, replied ſhe ; «you have as me a 
debtor to a large amount —/arge to me, who. am poor 3 
you ha deprived me of all the reſources I had to pay H 
you- muſt have ſome end to anſwer ; have the goadn 
dow e inform me what is the next _y You will,chuſe, 
wall be obliged to take.“ 

„Mrs. Buhanun will, 1 dare Nay? | + 1 

il not treat with Mrs. Bubanun.“ B 

Nr. Frazer bowed. Doctor Sf Re ta 

Or with him either.“ “ N 

10 was ſome ſuch an expreſſion of WA AER, 
joy as now animated Mr. Frazet's countenance, that | 
_ Rad mere Als. e eye, when his | 


C „„ op 2 
Grid horrible a ghaſlly ſmile,” ? e 


His ſatisfaction was with great difficulty repreſſed ; he 
applied another large portion of ſnuff to his noſtrils ; and 
fearful left the anfalpeRtiog Roſa ſhould perceive the im- 
t of her ſpirited rejection of the interference of 
colleague, aſſected a fit of coughing, after which, 
« Not. treat with Doctor Cameron !? ſaid be, Why, 
* Wilkins, that is firauge, very ſtrange, and I 
_ ery. I thought the Docdot had . your e 
No had bang be ſo too ; = he was painfully unde | 
ceived, and repeated her reſolution not to trouble him 
* Why, certainly, . Wilkins,“ faid. Mr. Frazer, 
2 a ſmooth accent, . you cannot expect to remain 
« Indeed?” 
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No, indeed, Miſs Wilkins; and you will be ob- 
liged to find ſecurity for the debt due to Major Buha. 
nun's eſtate before you”, will be. Fes to lenve this 
1 Miſs Wilkins.” 
* Roſa's heart was growing too big for her en ; ſhe 
= raſhed from the callous ſpeaker towards her old priſon z | 
fit was ſhut, and the * ſhe had wade up al on « 
the outbde, * , 
Mr. Frazer followed, but let her run the effeR of 
: 
: 


her ſurpriſe without interruption ; ſhe would again have 
paſſed him, but he begged to ſay fix' words. 
I have been conſidering, Miſe Wilkins,”* ſaid the 
; Mr. Frazer, “ how it will expoſe the folly, und 
what a diſgrace it will be to the family of my deceaſed 
friend to have this matter made public, and thereſ- re, as 
© you lay you wiſh to go fouth,—if 1 could be certain T 
you were in earneſt, rather than be obliged to proſecute 
; you for an impoſtor, I would, out of my own pocket, 
pay your carriage to York or Carlifle: 3s ' WE 
Mr. Frazer had over. ſhot his mark; over cunning 
was, as uſual, under cunging ; Roſa's ſoul wus in tu- 
mults ; with inflamed eye, burning cheeks, 'and burſting 
heart, ſhe dropped a deep itonical courtſy, and puſhed MW 


5 aloug the paſſage, down the ſtairs, hardly ſenſi- 
ble where, or why ſhe was going, and was 1. \ 
the" ſame abſent haſty way acroſs the quadrangle, 


Doctor Cameron ſtopped her; and with a' mixture of lc 


— and ſurpriſe on his brow, My dear Miſs Bu- 4 

25 

nun,” ſaid he, “ how rejoiced | 

"It was not merely anger, it was rage, indignation, MW* 

nay more, if a beautiful countenance. can exprels more, y 
that darted from Roſa's eyes, as ſhe tore her hand from 

1 2 ; Ld and ſhot out of the . 3; : 

. 0 « pals" ht | | : 
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« My lord comes forward, forward let him come! 
«Ye vulgar ! at your peril give him room; 

He ftands for fame on his foreſather's feet, N 
6: By heraldry prov'd valiant and difcreet ; vn. 19 
Wich what a decent pride he throws his eyes 

Above the man, by three deſcents leſs wiſe } 

& If virtues at his noble hand you crave, | 

® You bid him raiſe his father's from his grave? 
© Men ſhould preſs forwards in fame*s glorious chace, 
4 Nobles look backwards, and fo loſe the race.” _ 


z 


— 


1 


Docron CAMERON, who had never before ſeen. 
the harmony of Roſa's features diſturbed by any angry 
paſſion, was not mate amazed than hurt; conſcious of 
the facrifice he was making of every dear and tender wiſh 
of his heart, to her honour and intereſt, Which he was 
at that inftant purſuing ; he felt himſelf poorly requited, 
and returned piqued to his own houſe, while the agitated . 
Rola purſued her way, where ſhe; had never before 
been, up the Cannongate to the High- ſtreet, and over 
the North- bridge toward Princeſs-ftreet, totally uncon- 
ſeious that her hurrying ftep, elegant form, fine hair, 
and the part of her face, which was. expoſed by the 
diſorder of her veil, attracted general obſervation, — | 
actually drew a crowd after her. 7 
It now wanted but two days of the races, and Edin - 
burg never looks ſo. gay, nor is it at any 2 the 
year fo full of genteel company as at that 3, the 
hops are well ſet off, the houſes new painted, and the 
lireets thironged with faces full of expectancy and good 
lumour'; bm nothing had power to divert Roſas 
thoughts: from what was paſſing inwards, till finding 
heflelFon a bridge, ſhe topped, and looking round, was 
covered with confuſion to ſee herſelf in a crowd, the ob- 
e curioſity, and even purſued by a number of the 


lot of young men who ſwarm in 3 place, 
ad ſeem to be created for no other purpoſe than to fill 
* \ e "5 up 
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1 up a vacant ſpace in the world, and annoy thoſe wha 
Add ſoul to the 's exiſtence, | 
In. The high wind, of which Roſa was not aware, as ſhe 
turned her head, blew off her bonnet, which being 
Pinned to her — I all went over. the balluſtrades 
together, and left her face, nom ſhaded, and now ex. 
poſed, by a profuſion of long hair, which blew about a. 
the ſport of the wind. 
One gentleman flew after the bonnet another offered 
his aſſiſtance to ſmooth the cheſnut treſſes; ſome aſſailed 
her with compliments, others with jokes ; and a third 
bn”. party, by many the more numerous, - obſerved her with 
that Kind of under gaze, and whiſpering. remarks, 0 
is more einbarraſſing than either. 
Out of breath with terror and confuſion, in vain ſhc 
_ endeavoured to defend her bair and cloaths from the 
wind, and to eſcape the people gathering from every 
avenue, thoſe near, preſſing to Tee Jo beautiful a face, 
thoſe at a diftance enquiring what was to be ſeen. 
A young! women, whole dreſs was only remarkable 
for its ſunpſieity, on whoſe face was blended the peculiar 
expreſſions of good ſenſe and good humour, had followed 
Roſa up the Cannongate. 
5 The abſent precipitancy of her eps had. firſt ire: 

ed this lady's obſervation, and the peculiar grace of bier 
| perſon, with the Gde glance of her charming face, ex- 
- - "cited an involuntary curiolity, which however Rn" have 
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remained ungratified, had it not been for the ſtoppage 
- op the bridge ; for Mrs. Steward being in the way 
S "women wiſh to be who love their lords,“ ſhe had not 
* = able to keep pace with + Roſa, and had quite loſt 
tl fight of her, till approaching the bridge, ſhe again be- 
| | held her in the mia of the crowd. with a countenance, 
| in which confuſion, diltreſs, and agony were blended. 
| -Roſa, ſcarce knowing what ſhe did, and totally igno- 
| rant of where ſhe was, waited while a ſon. in the ba- 
bit of a ' gentleman, ran down Shake -ſquare ſteps 
under the bridge, where the wind had carried her bon- 
Ex, "9 which * Nee he. vag Fan the 
2 
ELDER . 
| | e. | 
3 | | > bluſhing 
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Vuſbing Sie an \ acknowledging courtly,! while ſhe hattily 
tied it on. 

Preſuming on the ſerviee he had rendered her, and en- 
get by the confuſion in which ſhe now ſtood, the 
wind blowing her hair and cloaths about in all directions, 
the ſame gentleman offered” to attend her home; the 


— —_ —_ 


 _- _— 


nent, and as it would be very wrong in her to expoſe her- 


Felf further to its annoyance 4 ſo, on the contrary, ve!” * 


would de very right in 95 to nocept his 2 2 
home. = | 

Roſa was perfectly well diſpoſed to get rid of the 
copy and relying on the gentlemai-like appearance of 
the perſou who ſo readily — her bonnet, and fo 
frankly offered his protection, would. in her then ſituation 


— mw an HW p_— CO y—_—_ 


0 not perhaps have rejected it, had ſhe not at that inſtant 
e recolleQed that ſhe literally had no home. - 15 
7 Come, my angel, faid the gentleman, with in- 
, creabog familiarity, “ allow me to ſupport you.” “ 

"The pr ant lady was a ſort of Lavatarion ; ſhe had 
e ſtood at a — diſtance, watching*every turn of Roſa's 
Ir countenance, and thought if ſhe was not the moſt inno- 
d cent it was the greateſt counterfeit in the world. She 


happened to know the obliging gentleman, whoſe fami- 


roine,. which obſerving, % cannot,“ ſaid The to her- 
ſelf, „ be deceived; it is modeſt terror that ſo expłeſ- 
fively/mark-thoſe-fine features; ſhe heard an involuntary 


If you with to get rid of 3 S come with 
men. 
Roſa looked up3 oh mild regards of the Hanger 


nn a 5s ow +» 


e, were fed on her face; Mrs. Steward's countenance, 


far i inferior to our heroine in beauty, was not leſa inte- 


o- Wi reſting or expreſſtwe and let Cynies ſettle it how they 


a- ill, there are kindred minds. \ Roſa put her arm under: 
ps I 


eat, and to know was to reſpe& her, and they 


crowd, as he truly obſerved, were exceſſively imperti- | 


>: 


Har officiouſne ſs began to be very diſtreſſag to our he- 


igh;z ſhe ſaw a tear on ther cheek; there needed no - 
more; Mrs. Steward advanced, and ſpeaking Tow, ſaid, 


Mo of the gazers of the meddling claſs knew Mrs. 
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x * they did ot aſe to ceaſe admiring bat o 
not be troubleſome. _- 
Lord: Lowder, the perſon who wind thus prevented 


from making acquaintance with a beautiful woman, was 
feb thoſe few, very few, Scotſmen who' are 4bove - or 
character * Was :a plain, ill made man, but 


_ wasmeventbeleſs as well with himiclf as if he had been a 


perſck Adonia he had made ſome hoiſe in the female 
world, that is, he had ruined the peace of a few families, 


and caſt a few ignorant girls. on the town for improve- 
ment ; he was a member of all the gaming clubs in Lon- 


don had very faſhjandbly diſſipated a large perſonal for- 
tune, and mortgaged his paternal acres, 


for his daughter. | 
The Counteſs bated. Lowder Houſe, fo did the Earl, 


hen, Sewn in it ; yet though he had a fine ſeat in 
right of his mother in the ſouth, and another in the north 


land, at Louder, ſhe muſt paſs a month e 
. — not that bis lordſhip troubled her, nor v4 


Her ladyſhip-defred much of his agreeable company, but 


to hep up the paternal eſtabliſhment was decent; ſo as 


ut had within 

the laſt two years made all up by marrying a ſine wo- 
man, for love of —fixty ad pounds, got toge- 

ther ſome-how. or other by a rich 9 e * 


— 


my lord liked to be decent, and as be only required — 


dad thould be. decent one litdle month in the year, one 


mie month the obliged hin. | 
os much am I a gore dan 


Laid Roſa, as they were quietly walki 


ing on. 


Dont mention it, my dear, Ten dery happy I was 


able 40. render you any ſervice; you are not, 1 f- 


uſed to our high winds. - Bleſs me (Keing Lord Low- 


der had . himſelf at the. regiſter office, watching 
them] there's that bad man, Lord Lowder; I am 


ait he will be troubleſome. to vou; walk home with 


mme, nd. Mrs Se will forwards. take care of 


you. 


7 Roſa could got ſpeak her thanks, apd.they entered- 
„. Leith road, where a troop of fine 


children welcomed their mother, who. having Ah 
„ eee > ie 


4 


er in manners than 5 5 blunt, fincere, and open heart - 
ed: He was the _y ſon of -a gentleman of large for- 
tune, in the north o 


he had married his amiable wife. Old Mr. Steward and 


— 


his Wife loved their ſon a little, and themſelves a 
deal ; they allowed him an income to maintain his 


IV, very inadequate to the fortune he was born to inherit, 


and to 92 encreaſing demands of his young family; but 


his amiable wife ſupplied every deficiency by ftri&t eco- 
nomy and excellent management; while ſhe was a ſlave 


to her family, it was her pride and pleaſure, by dint of 
induſtry and ſtri& attention to every minutize of her do- 
meſtic arrangement, to keep up ſuch connexions 2s 
ſhould” prevent a young man, "who had nothing to do, 


from doing nothing; and by roms þ into idle company, 
become idle himfelf ; ſhe was the be { 


dutiful of daughters, the fondeſt of mothers, and in 


every reſpect an honour to her ſex. 


"When Roſa was ſeated, Mrs: Steward S . 
venture of the morning to her huſband, with proper eom- 


ments on the rudenefs of the men who had crowded 


round for no other purpoſe than to flare a modeſt oom 


out 'of countenance. 


Mr. Steward bluntly ſaid, he did not at all din 


what had happened; aaron. he” ſhould © 


have done exactly the ſame. - 


Roſa was little intereſted in the converfation ; all her 


thoughts naturally reverted to her own ſituation ; provi- 
dence had in-u very critical moment thrown her on good 


people; that was a grand advantage whieh ſhe determin- 


ed ſhe would not, if ſhe could any way help it, forego ; - 
« great part of the difficulty of applying to firangers 

for-proteQtion was done away by the benignity of Mrs. 
Stewards manner; ſhe hefitated, wiped the chryſtal : 


_2 from her check; — again, and again wiped 
, 


The 
was twice on the point of | ET but'n glance from 
rr him. 
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Mr: gte ward was a good natured friendly man, young- 1 


England, —— whoſe conſent 


of wives, the moſt” 


- "Mis. Steward ſmiled, and with a « fufcioning TW 
qualified her huſband's blunt compliment. 


Sood folks looked at each other, and Mr. Stew - ; 


* 


. Roſa 
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Roſa at. length, in a low and tremulous voice, .aſked-if - 
Mrs. Steward could recommend her to the houſe of an 
-honeſt, perſon, no matter how mean, where. ſhe. he be 


received for two or three days. 


Mrs. Steward looked at her with aſtoniſhment, | 
I perceive,” ſaid. ſhe, „ by your accent, you are 
not of this country ; but a young perſon of your appear- 
ance to be walking out alone, unprotected and deſtitute 
of bdging, forgive me, madam, it is really ſo very 


38 ET, replied Roſa, "4 52.56. indeed ſtrange, and 
yet ſo true, that had I not. been encouraged by 
truly feminine. goodneſs, God knows what 1 might . 
epdured before I could dare to aſk a ſtranger to believe 
me againſt ſuch. unfavourable appearances ; but you, ma- 
dam, have already proved yourſelf above prejudice ; your 
own children are not, I am bold to ſay, more void of of. 

de, and bleſſed be heaven, I may alſo ſay of guilt, 
n the miſcrable being who | 


Roſa had made a great effort ; ſhe could not proceed ; 


" the wept in agony. 


Mrs. Steward was humane to excel but there was 
ſuch a thing as ſtrict propriety, and that in high eftima- 


tion in the circle where ſhe moved; ſhe dared not receive 


a young perſon into her own houſe, nor recommend ber 
to another, with whoſe character and connexions the 
was unacquainted. 

Mr. Steward, with all his vile s benevolence, wanted 


ber prudence ; he wiped his eye, hummed a tune in very 


bs time, longed to lay. ſomething, but feared to 8 
and walked to the window. | 
Ws nat that Lord Lowder ?” ſaid he. 

Mrs Steward faw it was. 

«I am diſtreſſed for you, madam,” ſaid ſhe, « that 
Ubertine is on the watch for vou; if you are innceent, | 
youre?? | 

For me! on the aich ber ne ? 

And Rola ran to the window, where the PE OP 


the gaze and bow of the perſon who had. offered her his 


kee out of the crowd. 
Good God?” ſhe exclaimed, 66 for Br „ 
1 1 is * e 3 . 
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5 & there about me ſo dreadful, that every era of my life 
F ſhould be marked by ſome new diſtreſs? Oh, unhappy 

| wretched mother! at laſt; at laſt, I am again ſunk even 
below thy level; what- hovel ſo wretched that would 
not at this-moment be an aſylum to me, if it protected 
me-from the diſtreſs that purſues my miſerable ſteps; oh, 
2 madam ! let me conjure you, give me ſhelter, fave me 
* from infult, only till I can ſell my clothes, till I can leave 
4 this country, and 1eturn to that where misfortune, though 
5 

e 

'e 


* may level me with the duſt, cannot brand me with in- 
famy-z as vou hope for female ſympathy, ſhould your 
own daughters need it, do not deuy me-“ | 
Where ate your clothes?“ aſked Mr. Steward. 
* Here l here!“ and ſhe eagerly gave him one of 
Mrs. Buhanun's-viſiting cards. 4 fy pom tos, 
Mrs. Buhanun ! my God!“ exclaimed "Mrs: Stew- 
ardy © you are her daughter; you are the beautiful 
Miſs Bulaoto3 why have you left your mother? how 
4 fortunate it was I met with you; I am your relation; 
my father is a Buhanun.“ | * 


Kos retteated from Mrs. Steward's offered embrace. 
1 and having briefly explained her late ſituation in the fa- 
Fn mily, added, ſhe had left it in ſo unpleaſant a manner it 


E was impoſſible for her to return: 8 
'Mrs. Steward, though as ſh& ſaid, a Bubanun, and 
acknowledged as a relation by the family, was in too 
humble a ſphere. of life to be noticed hy the widow ; but 
Jo the conſequence of the ſtyle of extravagance and diſſipa- 
tion in which that lady lived, and 'abovit which the ſet 
with whom ſhe afforted little knew on cared, was not only 
ſpoke of, but its effects foreſeen ; tradeſmen would talk 
to writers, and writers to their friends, of people 'who 
contracted debts without ever thinking of payment; and 
ſo Mrs. Steward knew perhaps more of the widow's de- 


+3 rangements than ſhe did herſelf, and admired as ſhe was 
8 general, the Major's clan were alſo too much his par- 
is - tizans to reſpeq her. 0 p " 10 el: 


Steward was very clanniſh ; ſhe knew the domeſ- 
tic arrangements of every part of the family, and had 
heard of an accompliſhed young woman, who was ſup-- 
yore tobe a natural daughter of ſome branch of it, 

nag e Caſtle Gowrand with the Major's daughters. 
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As ready to receive any imprefſions to the diſadvantage 


of a woman, whom, having been always reported to be 
inſenſible of the honour of marrying, into the Buhanun 
family, ſhe defpiſed ; as to imbibe eontrary ones, in fa- 
vour of a perſon ſhe felt much inclined to love; it was 
no hard matter to eonvince her, Mrs. Buhanun was al. 
ways wrong; and Mr. Steward, by her deſire, ordered 
à couple of chairmen to follbw- him to Holy-Rood- 
how whither be carried an order from Roſa for her 
trun | i IF 4g a 7 
Doctor Cameron had twiee ſolicited an audience of 
Mrs. Buhanun, but the meeting of Roſa with Mr. An- 
Fus, at his houſe, had effectually barred his admittance ; 
and beſides her indignation at Roſa's preſuming to go 
out without her leave, and talking ſo much like a free 


agent as to propole quitting her family, ſhe had now in 


der poſſeſſion ſuch proofs of the trivial light in which 


ſhe was held by her huſband and the woman at the burn 
fide, and fuch a clear and ſuccin account of the hiſtory 
of the Beggar, together with the reaſons for concealing 
it from her, that ſhe ſet herſelf down for the moſt in. 
jured of women; and Roſa being now the only perſon 
on whom ſhe could wreak her vengeance, ſhe was angry 
even with Mr. Frazer fot wiſhing to ſend her away, 
without the puniſhment ſhe infiſted the law would inflict. 
Mr. Frazer, if hot more merciful, was at leaſt more 
moderate 31 he was perfectly ſatisfied to veſt the property 
of Roſa's few valuablcs in the widow, and to evade the 
payment of ber legacy; and the way to compaſs two 
. _erids ſo-defirable was, in the firſt inſtance to inſult, in 
the next to terrify,- and in the laſt to ſend her, from 
Scotland. 5 | 


- - -+þ He had out-hetoded Herod at his lat interview: with 


© her; but as he had read Elinor's letter through before 
it arrived at Huly-Rood-Houſe,” and concluded ſhe 
would with to join her friend, as well as eſcape the 
ignominy of the diſcovery of her origin, be had tbe 
moſt ſangwine hope of getting quite rid of her even be- 


. fore ſhe ſaw Doctor Cameron, on whoſe credit he had 


acted without troubling him with particularsʒ ſo that 
hen Roſa's note was delivered, Mr. Frazer and Mrs. 
Buhanun were of very different opinions; „ . 


* 
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"NY 2 # bowed; Rute and the 


| — — OO het refulal, but as be de- 
* A and deliver” the” 


Mr. Steward: was better knowh- to Mr. Finder, "ey 
Mr Frazer was to him z but as the latter Was polite, , 
"the former could not bg-teſs than civil, and the trunks 
were carried by the chairmen to the right owner. 
Scarce had Mr. Steward given an account of his mil- 
fion, before Mr. Frazer, having been ad mitted” "by the 
ſervant, entered unannounced. 

Hle knew Mrs. Steward {till better than her bubagd,. 

and feared; from her acknowledged ſenſe and ſpirit, The 1 
advice ſne was very well diſpoſed to give. = 
Rofa drew up; but there was no Gone for refletions,. 1 3 
as” he entered immediately on buſineſs : he again ſaid it 
oo in his opivion for tlie eredit-of all parzies' to drop : 
diſagreeable retroſpeQs ; that therefore he eame to offer Þþ| 
| Her money, to-earty her not to Carliſle; but to 5 
London, — ſhe figned- a releaſe, with which he [ 
dame provided, of all future claims on the executors of 
Major Buhanun- IL: FRY 
Mrs. Steward took: on her e bens 2 ehe th 4 ? 
l was not proper,” ſhe warmly ſaid, „“ for the 0 
young lady to ſign * thing propoſed by a man of 0 
ufineſs (the Scotch phraſe. for a lawyer) without tbe 
approbation of W man of buſineſs, whem ſhe en- 
gaged ſhould meet My. menen would | Y 
appornt. Wo 
_-Mr. Mn Got prexured $57 thins bite bethon din: - 4 
Steward: was a Buhanun, and, as we have faid, a proud 4 
one her vulnerable part was family conſequence ; that 1 
dee properly alarmed, would, he thought, throw her N 


3 * . 8 8 74 


— 
. 
— < > _ — 3 — 


* into his powers to receive what I 292 i 
pica = | if 
«He could have no objeQion 20. meet any body en- / i 
the buſineſs * but he added, with apparent reluctance, 1 


i the matter was ez explained, it would leave a 
flamion the character of Buhanun, in which his 
| whale family, aud indeed of the name would be in- 


S b \ FI 3 ** * 
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| | "Roſa's eyes ſtruck fire 5 Mrs. Steward's were 
| 10 burſt from their ſockets. She did not believe it.“ 
„She might,“ Mr. Frazer ſaid, & do as ſhe pleaſed 
| in that reſpect; but if Mr, Steward were to eſtrange 
himſelf from her, and give his confidence and aſſection 
i . + © any other woman, and were he, in conjunction with 
ſuch woman, to introduce a beggar, a common her gur into 
| | his.houſe, under the character and name of a relation of 
| Bis family, poſſibly and indeed molt likely the daughter 
0 _ "of a female favorite, be preſumed ſhe would not have 
Wo,  ' reſted more eaſy in ſuch cireumſtance than the widow of 
Major Buhanun had done,” © 
F +» * It is impoſſible any thing of this fort can have A 
pegned,“ ſaid Mrs. Steward. 
. i is ne vertheleſs true, anſwered Mr. Frazer, | 
Mrs. Steward looked at Roſa.. ng 
'_ © Roſa's countenance, though bathed with tears, don. 
tradicted nothing ſhe heard advanced. 

How can you know all this?” Mrs. Steward aſked, 
with an 8 er er of mort ifieation d _ 
tiene 

_— Pifxer had el in bis pocket, from e he 

drew two packets, with the ſeals broken, addreſſed to 
1% Major Buhanun, wich be thus accounted for *aving i in 
197 A bis poſſcſhon.. . #1 
| |  -- When Mr. Frazer left Fdioburgh on the exeentorſdip 
i buſineſs to Caſtle Gowrand, Dr. Cameron had commiſ- 
| fioned him to viſit his old penſioner. Janet; that pobr crea- 
 . ture had paid the debt of nature three days before his 
bt - arrival there, and the good widow Jonſtone preſerved 

two packets which Janet had, even in the height of her 
_ - wanderings: kept ſafe in her boſom, intending to give 
. them to Doctor Cameron, but Maiſter Frazer being 
3 a gude mon, wha. gied hey the bller for pure Janet's bur- 
| rying, an wWha wad be ſhoore tul gie ilka thing aw tul 
Door Oanteron,” ſhe entruſted them to him for that 
= _ 

| Roſa, who. bad wenied herfelf/with conjeſtures or 
1 the manner in which her unfortunate ſtory was revealed, 

_ - now'faiſed her eyes, aud though a whiſper might be heard 
| fromthe ſeat whereon Mr. Frazer ſat, to where ſhe had 
73 liſtened in tearful indignation to the implied refleQion yy | 
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che Major, the ſpace was tov great for her impatient eo 
rioſity. 

9 L know- you, Mrs. Steward, and therefore dare leave 
theſe papers in your poſſeſſion. You ſee; Mrs, Wilking,. 
theſe are all in the Major' s own hand wriungs and * 
1g" 

Roſa s recollection having now recutred to the 45 
ſirophe on the burn ſide, ſhe coneluded the papers, which 
were indeed the Major's writing, had been found in ſome 
part of the ruins; and advancing on tip-tved breathleſs. 
cunolity, reached the back of Mr. Frazer's ebair, juſt | 
as he had unfolded the ſecond paper, — had began bis 
explanation, „ and this is.“ 

. Roſa, looking over his ſhoulder, ſbricked, tore the EY 
paper out of Mis band, and ran ſobbing and pace 
with it acroſs the room. IN,” 

Mr. Frazer' concluding he was oing to deflroy a do- | 
eument of ſuch conſequence, and & formally introduced;, 
followed her; and Mrs. Steward, in doubt whether her 
extravtginiary emotion proceeded from pride of conſcious. 
myocence, or the confuſion of detected guilt, aroſe alſo. 

Roſa, her face erimſoning with the emanation of tan. = 
= and joy, threw herſelf on her knees, * 3 * 

byſtericalſobs, articulated, - 

She lives | ſhe lives ! the angelic, the felt of wo-. 
men, ſhe has eſcaped the ſtorm—but the Major OR 
grest God! he thought —but let me read hs bleſſed cha- 
racters—yes, they are here—dear woman! but where, 
where is ſhe now London—oh let me fly! I accept your 
terms, Sir, be they what they may, ſo that I can breathe 


thekame atmoſphere with her, —ſo that T can meet her 
benignant eye, and be guided by her abe, it is all 1 


alk. 

While Mr. N was unfolding the releaſe, ee * 
mg ten Engliſh guineas, which he aſſüred Roſa were 
ſulficient to carry her to London, he whiſpered Mrs. 
Steward, „As I ſuſpected, the woman of the burn fide 
„ certainly her mother; you ſee what: drang aſfec-- 
tion, ” . 

Strong indeed 1! e Mrs. Gre alk" 
look that tile accorded with his; but ſurely, Miſs, you 
will not fign this releaſe,” and he kindly hel the — | 
that bad y taken up OW | 

© | „Why 


FP... * When 1 parted with you, zen; 
evening. you was too much elated, too high ig Pendl 
| exhilaration, to be ſenſible of that forebodingilWina 


We 5 — my 


N In G om 


* Whiy not, madam?” faid Mr. Fraxenreddedivg. 


« J cannot conſent to it in mp. preſence ; under my 


EE LET nies Re 


have left her a legacy.” 
«A legacy A repeated: Roſa, % Mis. Buhenun did 


% You would with then,” Mr. Nader now adtreſſcd 


Mrs. Steward) with a mixture of remonſtrance and re- 


h ; * you: would with then the fortune of your re- 


— ſhould be ſhared by a woman of at leaſt an equivocal 
þ character, to the prejudice of his children,” | 


Te prejudice of his childten,—Mejor., Buhanur's 
children !“ repeated Roſa; I prejudice Major Buha- 


© kun's children,“ 


To their injury,” continued My, Fraxer, 


4, Ahl give me the pen, cried Roſa 8 


ſhe ſigned Crolenths tn ſpite of the. conianed mon- 
Rrances of Mrs. Steward. | 

Mr. Fragers. with a | he coold ill 1 paid 
the ten _guineds, and took his leave, anſwering the ſevere 
glances that followed him to the door from Mre, Steward, 


with a candid expanGun of both hands, and proteftations 


t he was no further intereſted in the affair, than ar 
bound to, ſee juſtice done the children of his late friend. 
% 1h,” faid Mr, Steward to- Roſa, when he was gone, 


Ws 2 are not certain of finding not only ſincere, but 


$s in the ſouth, you have, whom or ever 


10 are, in my opinion, ſigned your on tuin.“ 


Rola was too proudly 'conſcious. of the rectitude of 


ber motive, for an act worldly wiſdom might condemn, 
C 4 — it ; and while Mrs. Steward, little leſs eager, 


— 'gpt ſo much intereſted, oe down to read-the pa- 
razer left with her, ſhe again and again peruſed 


ha. which ſeemed an inexhaulſki le fource 'of comfort 
and pleaſure, which the reader is here preſented: wb, 


abi ceavetope addrefied 3 Mhjor Bubavun, .. „ 
x my valued iend 


you have on many occaſions inſiſled was 4 


— 


when you enter the apartments, Donald will always keep 


IT am now 


well may I fay with the Lady Randolph of yaur admired. | 


: - 
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xeceipt of this perhaps laſt letter from your friend, 1 
will not, cannot doubt. If it ſhould ſo happen, that. 
the weather. ſhould prevent your viſiting the: quiet retreat 
on the burn fide to-morrow, I leave directions to have 
this packet delivered at your houſe, into your own hands 
by that time, I ſhall have proceeded many miles on my 
long journey. * 

* By what fatality was TL rendered incapable of giving 
you as T this evening intended, the outlines of my 
lad Rory ? Shall I confeſs, a ſtrong pre-ſentiment, that 
I ſhould fee you no-more, pervaded my mind ? what of 
miſery have I not endured ; what may not ſtill await 
me a dreadful myftery hangs over, it may yet cruſh 
met and could I reſolve to part with a virtuous friend for 
ever, with a doubt on his mind of —— —. 

«Ah Major} when you range through the woods z. 


wm order for your reception; when you contemplate 
the tranſparent — the white pebbles, ſo often 
walhed. with my tears, will you not remember your 
mend? alas! 1 know you will. If 1 dared by this 
conveyance, to open to you my full heart; if I dared to 
fy whither my deſtiny may bear me from London, where 
ing; if I could myſelf form an idea of the 
corner of the world te which 1 may be next obliged to 
retire, you ſhould know it,—-I would referve a reſting 
place for my ſorrows on your correſpondence an d advice: 


Home, a + 


Had ſome good angel-op'd to me the book 

© « Of providence, and let me read my life, | 
My heart had broke when 1 beheld the ſum. © 

ol ill, which one by one I have endured,” 


80 uncertain, ſo unequal, ſo ambiguous are the 
events of my life; I dare not venture to carry any thing 

of conſequence about me. The Rory, of the amable - 
ire vou have taken under your protection, which I 
have fealed in one packet may, ſhould your prognoſtic 
ad, fave you. ſome: trouble at your deſk, as you. 
have #emorved her ſo far from thoſe who were more imme- 
ately acquainted with the early ſcenes of her life; "7 | 


n n 
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is,/if ,it\ſhould be neceſſary to — 
you ſuſpecr. 


N he other Eater contains your: letters on h more 


near, and interelling ſubject : may the cauſe, my dear 
Major, ceaſe, that you. may not regret the abſence of 
her who has ever received. the facred' depoſit, of anden. 
tial friendſhip, with grief and ſympathy. 

„Jour friendſhip, Major, has been the ſolace of meny 
fad years of my wearied pilgrimage z I trace your noble 
mind in every line you have addreſſed to me. I dare not 
deſtroy, the character of a fiendſhip ſo pure, ſo honour- 
able, and ſo valued, but I. haye not po to retain them 


in my own poſſeſſion 3; receive them then as.a depoſit dear 


40. my. ſoul, as a proaf of my conſidence, of my eſtee m; 


| if ever I find a reſting place, I ſhall expect to have them 


| reſtored 3 yes!) if infinite power: ſhould ceaſe to crulh a 
worm, you ſhall Jnow me. Roſa, amiable 'girl! con- 
ſole your friend 3 tell him, if, 28. L. preſage, we meet no 
mote, „ the. termination: of miſery is in, itſelf. a happi. 
neſs,” and the moment that frees my ſuffering. ſoul from 
the, n priſon where it is confined, will be a relcaſe 
if he be my friend indeed let him not 
ON The period that will re-unite us in his preſence 


to whom ve wit Ss cannot be far diſtant; let ur look 


to bas. 
If Fonee 0800 ſee bien, and fold che, my good 

to my heart, it will be in circumſtances that will 
wy me to prove how ſurpaſſing words I eſteem ye. 
My pretty Emma, my ſmiling, romping Jeſſy, how dear 
. are ye to me at this moment ; will ye, no you cannot, 
forget the unhappy tenant of the burn fide,—ſo remem- 
ber, ſo rv ag her, who ill no longer be known by 
the name off 


Ms. WALSINGHAN.” 


Fir from feeling the ĩatereſt our be had made in her 
, on decreaſe, from a peruſal of the Major's letters, 


Mrs. Steward ſhared in the honour of his ſentiments and 
the humanity of his conduct; his ideas indeed, that his 


| protes te would turn out ſome a dard heroine, was ſo 
| contrary to probability, after the clear evidence of her 


5 81888 the could by no means 
| * 
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adopt them; but poverty was not in this lady's opinion a 
crime of the deepelt dye ; ſhe looked compaſſionately at 
5 Nola, as ſhe folded up the papers, and again regretted 
de fignature which Frazer had obtained. 


re Rola remembered his hint of the injury ſhe might do 
— the children of her friend, and begged Mrs. Steward 


of would not again ment ion what was an act of duty; ſhe 
* then proceeded with alacrity to arrange her trunks, and 
| ſeparate a few neceſſaries for travelling from thoſe ſhe was 
adviſed to ſend by the waggon, 


get a place in either of the London coaches for the next 
morning; but both him and his 'amiable wife growing 
more pleaſed with their gueſt every moment, ſhe was ſoon 
reconciled to a delay which was attended with no other 
inconvenience than accepting the hoſpitable favours of 
perſons to whom ſhe was ſo much obliged. | 


to- morrow, you ſhall ſee the races.” 

don, where Mrs. Walſfingham was gone, and where, if 
her, had ho objection to be ſhewn what Mrs. Steward 
mean time ſhe wrote a long letter to Elinor, full of ex- 


prefſiong of joy at the proſpect of a ſpeedy meeting; but 
when the came to addreſs it, found neither Elinor's let- 


remedy for this evil but to incloſe i it in a cover to Doctor 
nen = ; 


0 : v , 
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Mr. Steward, to her great diſappointment, could not 


« Wal,” ſaid Mrs. Steward, * as you muſt ſtay over 
Roſa, in the happy affurance of being ſoon in Lon- * 
ſne did not find Elinor, * was at leaſt ſure of hearing of 


declared was the fineſt fight in the world; but in the 


ter nor Betty's were dated ; and the frank in which they xp 
were incloſed being loſt at Mrs, Buhanun's, there was no 
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